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The Dedication 

this ; that in the Originals, to 
which there are Prefixed the Im- 
perial Names of Conftantim the Gnat 
and Diodejian, They have been an- 
ticntly Confecrated unto Princes, the 
raoft Glorious, and the moft In- 
vincible, Then, on Earth. 

Your Majefty is the Conftantim of 
This Age ; and by as Great a Hand, 
and as Peculiar a Happinefs, and 
with as Immortal Glory, hach Re- 
fcued the Liberties of all Europe ; 
and more efpecially, the Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties of this Church 
and Nation, as that Emperor did 
the Primitive Chriftians from the 
Powers of Paganifin. 

Nor could the Potentates, whofe 
Lives are here Reprefented, find any 
where a more Illuftrious Patron, 
and a Better Judge of their Great 
Actions, 



To tie KING. 
Actions, than Your Majefty. Had 
Your Majefty fwaycd the Bwi/fc 
Scepter in thofe days, Hadrian and 
Sevens had vifitcdl, as they Then 
did, Your Coafts i but not to pre- 
tend to Conquefts, but to Adore 
You. 

Happy I! That I have this Op- 
portunity of Prefenting , with all 
Humility, a frnall Oblarion to Your 
Majefty, as a Mark of nay entire Fi- 
delity and Affection to Your moll 
Sacred Perfon and Government. The 
God of Arms hath Miraculoufly 
Acted for you against Your Ene- 
mies, And may He be pleated; to 
Grant , that Your Majefty , fup* 
ported ever by /His tjjknd , may 
long Continue to Adpm, as You 
do, the Glorioufeft Crown, joyn- 
ed with beft Church, in the 
World, by a Reign, which is To, 
A } infi- 
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Infinitely Worthy of the One and 
tbc Other. 

I am, with the moll Profound 
Veneration, 

Your Majmti's, 



MoftHumbte, 
Moft obrckevt Servant, 
a.nd Mofi Faithful $ukjett 3 
John Bernard, 



THE 



PREFACE. 

I Hope, it will appear, that there are 
many things in thefe Lives of that 
great Moment, and which are no 
where elfe in the World to be 
found, that This Publication of 
them will not he unacceptable to the In- 
genuous Reader. They are the mofi Authen- 
tick accounts of the Princes of whom they 
fpeak, that are Extunt to us at this day. 
I had almoft. faid, they are the very only 
Hiflories which we have of thfm. For 
Vi&or and Eutropius give us no Better 
than a few Sketches upon them. Herodian 
begins a great deal too late, and ends agreat 
deal too joon for the Reigns of many of 
thefe Princes ; and Dion Caflius Concludes 
his Hiflory with his own Confuljhip under 
Alexander Sevcrus. Neither is Herodian, 
in what he fays, much lefs the Impact 
Part of Dron Caflius , Jo Particular and 
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of that Latitude, as the Method is, that k 
taken by thefe Hiftorians : and therefore 
whoever would inform himfelf, or the world, 
of the Lives and ABions of thefe Princes, 
he Unavoidably comes hither for his Materia 
ah ; and ail that any ef the Moderns have 
done, or can do, upon the fame Subjefl, is, 
. to gather from this Stock, and Ghan from 
this Harvefi. 

This I prcfume is enough for me to fay, 
to reprefent at once the Authority, and the 
Value of the Auguftean Hifloriarts. They 
were Perfons, who were Ettifojed upon what 
tiny did by the Command of the Emperors, 
to whom they Dedicate ; and I take that to 
be a very good reafon to think , that they 
tcok all the care they could of their Per- 
formance, and that they had the Reputation 
in their err n Age of being None of the 
worfi Hands. 

let it is very certain, that the Originals 
are ^rangely Coarfe, and wonder fully Rug- 
ged. The Learned Salmafms , Cafaubon, 
and Gruterus, but ejpecially the two firft, 
have heftowed incredible Pains upon them y 
to make them intelligible. The Text, and 
the Manufcripts out of which the Text 
bath been Printed, are all fo wry Vitiouu 
But there is no Neceffity, that I fhoftld Pub- 



The Preface. 



lijh here, all that I have olferved as 
to thofe Matters. I mufi confefs, it hath 
been a Work of no [mall difficulty to me to 
Tranjlate them- So obfeure and dark as they 
are in their own Language, if was almofl im- 
foffible to make them fhine in another. But 
yet when I observed, how wry much thefe 
Lives have been long wanting to the Pub- 
lick, and no Collections 1 thought out of them 
could be fo (atisfacJory, nor comparable with 
the Original ; I was {leafed, that I had chofe 
the Fart that wteld be the mofi beneficial to 
the Reader, although at the fame time it was 
the mo ft painful io me. 

In what manner I have acquitted my felf, 
I mufi leave it to his Candor, and to his 
Qoodnefs to determine. I have endeavoured 
to make both the Language and the Story fo 
Eafie and fo Natural, by the Liberty that I 
take, and which I think is no more than 
jufi, that whiljl they are in the Original fame 
of thedifficulteft Books in the World, he that 
Runs may Read them here, and thea, is no 
nted of the leaft Notes to Exflaitmiy thing. 
I have for the mofi fart given to Places 
the Modem Nam;s, under which they are "now 
known to us : exceft when it is inconftfient 
with the Modern Geography fo to 'aW, or 
whenihey are fueh Places, as have been long 
ExtincT, 
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ExtinB, and we have no modern Names for 
them. Nor is the Reader to be furprifed, if he 
fhould fee the City o/Byzantium called Con- 
ftantinople, even before Conftantine. this 
is a Solecifm in point of time. But I ft and not 
*pon that, when I confide r ; that howjoever my 
Authors writ to the Ages longfince paft, yet I 
do tranjkte them to my own. 

There is a Queftion amongft the Criticks, 
hut of not much more moment, than generally 
the jgueftions of thofe Gentlemen are; whether 
the fever alPerfons, to whofe Nanus thefeLirves 
are attributed as the Authors, were really the 
Authors of them or not ; and whether /£lius 
Spartian and jEiius Lampridius he not the 
fame Pcrfcn under three Names ; hecaufe Sal- 
mafius fays, that in t he Palatine Manufcript, 
all the Lives of the fir ft Volume, contrary to 
the Example of other Manitfcripts, and to the 
received Opinion, are attributed to the Name 
of Spartianus. Now, as to this, I need fay no 
more, than that I cannot think, that Spartia- 
nus was the Author of all the fir ft Volume, for 
thisReafm; hecaufe the fame Perfon would ne- 
ver have made fo many Repetitions : And fo it 
ftems the moft probable to me to be, that each 
Part was written by the Hand that it pretends 
to ; but yet all, or however, moft of them, writ- 
ten by a common Consent, and Underttking of 
the Authors, one amongft another. Cine 
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One thing there is, wherein I crave the Li- 
berty farther to /peak my Opinion, as to the 
Praife of thefe Authors. The Alls which they 
have faithfully ext railed out of the Journal of 
the Senate, and out of the Ulpian Library ; the 
Bitter Exclamations of the Senate againfl: 
the Memories of their evil Princes, and 
their Applaufes of their good Ones ; the 
Letters and Speeches which are Here, not as 
in other Hifierians invented, but all true Ori- 
ginals; Thefe 1 fay , I think, are fuch Beauties, 
as are not to be ParaUeWd out of the heft of the 
Antients, that have ever writ the Roman Hi- 
fi V* 

The Lives of Nerva And Trajan, / have 
tranjlated from the Original Greek of Dion 
Callius : He being the only Hiftprian of the 
Antients, that are now extant, that hath them. 
And it was neceffary that thofe Two Lives 
Jbould be premifed to the reft, to make the 
Line of f£e Roman Emperors perfect, from 
the end of Suetonius. 

Where the Auguftean Hifterians have 
themf elves ended, I have been obliged to adjoyn 
a few Collections of my own, for the Lives of 
Dioclefian, Maximian, Conftantius and 
Galerius : Becaufe we have no antient Origi- 
nals left us of thofe Emperors ; and to end 
with Carinus, /'/ was thought improper,' it 
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being no period; whereas the Addition of thofe 
Four, after him, brings down the Account en- 
tirety unto Conftantine the Great. 

To Regulate the better the whole, I have 
Added a Chronology for the Jatisf action of any 
who JbaJl be f leafed to turn to it. 

The Extract out of the Learned Voflius, 
which follows, prevents me in the reft, that 
J might have to offer ; it was done to my 
hand, by an ingenious Gentleman. 

I fiaS only add, that after I had entirely 
finifbed this Translation, I received a French 
one, nude about thirty Tears ago by the 
Abbe de Villeloin, a great Writer, who 
dedicates it to the French King ; and, lob- 
ferv:, takes the Liberty to fay r that it is the 
Tenth Book which he hath had the Honour to 
dedicate to htm. It begins but with Ha- 
drian, and ends with Carinus. / ferufedk, 
and compared Mine with it ; and I Jhall bt 
glad, if this may be fomething the better for 
that Labour. 

Thtfe Historians have not affected to be 
eloquent, but they may the more be depended 
upon for the Truth. 
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AFTER the Death of Doming*, the 
Senate fet no Cfcceiut Rerua to futf- 
ceed apoii the Throne of the Em- 
pire of Rome. ^ ^ 
The Statues of Datitia* which were of Sil- JJJJJJ 
ter, and otters Which Wer« of Gold, s he had tue, dt- 
M tiunf mltfk'l 
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many of both, were out of hatred to his Me- 
mory melted down : A great quantity of Mo- 
ney was made of them, and the many trium- 
phal. Arches were deftroyed that had beer 
ere&ed to his Glory. 
Petfccuti- Nerva remitted the Perfecution which wa< 
en of the raifed againft the Chriftitns by Domitian, anc 
chrifiiam p ar d on '<l f HC h as ftood Condemned, and re 
remitted, home others that were fled. He ptfi 

to Death ail the Slaves and Servants, who hac 
taken the Advantage of that Reign, by In 
forming, to feek the Lives of their Mafters 
* He ordered, that that Rank of People Ihqulc 
not be heard in any Accufation aganft theii 
Mafters at all. He ordered, that none fhoulc 
be Profecuted for being either of the Reli- 
gion of the Chriftians, or that of the Jnvs 
But yet as he was a Prince who was flacl 
in his Government, many Perlbns were not- 
withftanding upon the Accufarions of Syco- 
phants condemned, and particularly Suras a 
Philofopher, was one of this number. 

In fine, the Correction which he took ol 
the ill Minifters of the laft Reign, and the 
Liberties which he gave in his own, were an 
occafion that the Mouths of all the People 
were opened againft one another, till Rome 
was in a Mutiny; hereupon Ttrenta the Con- 
ful faid, It it ill when a Prinet tin uf the People 
fo, that there a no Liberty of any thing for any 
cne; hut yet a Liberty for every thing for c'jery 
ene n werfe than none, Nerva was made fen- 




Orders for the time to 



He 



Vol.I. tbcEmpirdrCocceiusNctVi. 3 

He was Old when he came to the Empire, 
and very weak and infirm. His Stomach fel- 
dom retain'd what he eat. He allowed no Modern 
Statues of him to be let up either in Smer or iim of 
Gold. All the Goods about the Court, belong- Nova, 
ing to fuch as had been injured by Domitian, 
he reftored to the Owners. He gave Six Hun- 
dred Seftertiuntt to be laid out upon a Purchafe 
of Land to be divided amongft the Poor of 
Rome, and he appointed fome of the Senators 
to buy it, and to make the Diftribution. His 
Coffers being empty, he fold a great many 
rich Robes, and Plate, and Furniture both of 
what was his own before his elevation, and 
of the Furniture Royal, feveral Eftates alio, 
and Houfes, and in general, all things, except 
the Neceflaries that he could not be without. 
He was not difficult in the Prices for which 
he fold, then* He did a kindneft to many 
in the Peny-worths that he gave them. He 
took away divers Sacrifices, Races of the 
Cirque, and other publick Shews to fave Char- 
ges, and retrench his Expences as much as he 
could. 

He allured die Senate upon his Oath, That 
he never would be that Prince 1t>bo jhould fpiU tie 
Blood ef any Senator, Which Oath he kept, 
notwithftanding the Confpiracy afterwards 
form'd againft him, which might well have 
provoked him to other Sentiments. He did 
nothing without the Counlel of the Great 
Mea He made leveral. Laws. Amongft the 
reft, he made a Law, To forbid the Gelding of % 
*ttr ont for an Eunuch ; and another, That n* 
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body Jhould Marry bit Brother's, sr bit Sifters 
Daughter. 

Mj%j He appointed Virginim Rufus to be the Con- 
Viginiui ful i#conjun<aion with himfelf, although Vir- 
us Coi- g imm R u f M was one, who when he com- 
l**gut. manded in Germany, and had overcome Vindtx 
in the time of Nero, had been often importuned 
by the Army to take upon him the Empire, 
which he refufed. In Honour whereof, it was 
written afterwards upon his Tomb when he 
died, That overthrowing Vindex, be had ajftr- 
tei the Emptre % not to himfelf, but to bis Coun- 
ty ey ; whole Service, fignifyingr-he had in- 
tirely regarded without any Ambition in it of 
his own. 

Nerva comported himfelf in his Reign in 
that manner, that he fometime (aid, Hi bad 
done nothing to male bim think, but that be could 
rtfign the Empire, and lead a private Life again 
in Safety. 

Calpburnka Crajfus of the famous Family of 
Csrfpir*- the Crajfi, had with fome others confederated 
cjsgiirfl i n a plot againft him, which he was made 
bim. acquainted with, to them unknown. He ob- 
ferved them, and placed them by his own Per- 
fon at a Shew bf the Combats of the Gla- 
diators in the Cirque ; where he took up the 
Weapons, as if it were only to fee if they wero 
fharp, as is ufiial, and then he gave them out 
of his Hand into the Hands of the Confpi- 
rators. What think you, fays he, will not tbefe 
do ? Art tbey not [harp enough ? He intended 
this as a fecret Rene&ion to them of his 
knowledge of that Defign of theirs, and at 
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the fame time he feemed to fhew fuch a Na- 
gled of his Life, as if he did not care tho" 
they killed him upon the place. 

The Captain of the Guards under him 
was Cafperiut ts£lianut , who was the $ fame 
before under Domitian. This Officer fet the 
Soldiers againft Nerva, and work d them to 
a heighth, that they demanded the Heads of 
feveral that were about his Perfon, to which 
Nerva oppofed himfelf fo, that ftripping bare 
his Bofbm, and offering it bare to them in a 
Paffion, fays he, Take my Life, not theirs. 
However, this did not fave them, for as many 
as Cafptrius ts£lianus had mark'd out, fell a Sa- 
crifice to the Pleafure of the Guards. 

The Age of Nerva was one thing which* 
loft him much Refpeft. After this Adion of 
the Guards, he went to the Capitol, and de- jj t ^ 
clared his Adoption of Marcus Vlpius Trajan Trajan, 
with a loud Voice thus, 

Together with my hearty Ifijhei for the Profpe- 
rity of the Senate and People of Rome, and that 
what I do may he Happy to them and my felf j 
I make Marcus Ulpius Trajan my Son. 

Then he created him in the Senate his Ca- 
far, which is the Title of a Perfon when he is 
chofen to fucceed in the Empire ; and having 
done this, he wrote to Trajan, who at that time 
commanded in Germany, with his own Hand, 
amongft other things a Greek Verfe out of 
Homer, 

B 3 ky 
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by which he leemed to fignifie, that he left it 
to him to do him Juftice, and to revenge him 
of that Mutiny of the Guards. 

Thus Trajan was appointed to fucceed to 
the Empire, even in preference to Ntrva's 
own Relations ; whereof there were fome 
whom he might have fo honoured, if he had 
not been a Man who regarded the Good 
of the Publick above the Confideration of his 
Blood. Nor did it incline him the le(s to 
what he did, to know, that Trajan was a 
Spaniard, neither an Itahan, nor\ of Italian 
born Parents; and that no Alien, as he was, 
had ever poflefled the Rtman Empire before. 
For he confidered, That it was the Worth and 
tiot the Countrey of any one that was the 
thing, which he ought to refped. After 
which Nerva died, having Reigned one Year, 

HkDcath tour Months, and nine Days : And lived (ixty 
five Years, ten Months, and ten Days. 

Dio Cajfius, Lib. 67. 

A S Ntrva was a Perfon of very great 
£\. Worth and Honour, he was offered the 
Empire before Do»itian was killed, by the 
famo Part)-, who to fave their Lives, becaufe 
they found that they were privately mark'd 
out for the Slaughter by Domitian, made them- 
felves the Matters of the Life of that Prince. 
He was alfo as much under Danger from that 
Prince, as thev, which made him the more 
ealy to be perfuaded to accept their Offer, and 
to run their hazards. For the Aftrologers, 



Vol. I. the Emperor Cocceius Nerva. 7 
with whom Domitian had advtfed about the 
Nativities of Great Men, had accufed Nerva 
as one that was to be fufpe&ed of having an 
Eye upon the Empire. And as Domitian put 
feveral upon that account to Death, even of 
Men who perhaps never flattered themfelves 
with thofe hopes, fo he had put to Death 
Nerva, if it had not been for a kinder Aftro- 
loger than the reft, who to fave him, faid, 
That it was good to let him alone, in a few days 
be would die tf bimfelf. 

That which above all things dcferves to be procfas 
admired, is, one Largtnw Proclw had (aid pub- his Pro- 
lickly in Germany, that upon a certain a day, &™fl>c*-. 
which he named, Domitian fhould die ; for t,m 
which the Governour of the Province fent 
him up to Rome, where he was brought bp- 
fore Domitian, and.ftill he continued to fay the 
fame thing. He was condemned for't, and to 
be executed the day after that Domitian had 
out-lived the Danger i but Domitian was killed 
upon that very day, and Larginm Vroclus efca- 
ped, and received a Reward from Nerva of four 
thoufand Crowns, 

Aur. Vi&. Epitome. 

NERVA was born at the City of Narni, 
which is under the States of the Church 
in Italy, Prefently after. he had accepted the 
Empire, there was a rumour, that Domitian 
was not killed, but living, and was coming to 
him, which put him into that Fright, that he 
changed colour, was ftruck Dumb, and could 
B 4 fcarce 
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fcarce ftand upon his Feet, till he was aflured 
of the contrary again, and received a Confir- 
mation of the Death of Domain. 

All the Punimment that he took of the Con- 
fpirator Calpbumitu CraJJiu was, he banilh'd 
him and his Wife to Taranto in Naples^ for 
which the Senate blamed his Clemency. 

When the Guards demanded the Heads of 
thofe who were fo dear to him about his Per- 
loa, the Patlion which he was in was fo. great, 
thatitcaft him into a Vomiting and Loofaefs; 
they were dear to him for this reafon, becaufe 
as they were thole who had taken off Domitian, 
fo thev were the Authors of the Ele&ion of 
himfelf co the Empire. His Body was interred 
in the Sepulchre of Augustus. 
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TRAJAN, before he was Empe- 
ror had a Dream, which teemed to 
tell him, that the Senate of Rome had 
Chofe him, and Seal'd him, as it were 
for their own. A Perfbn in the like Drefi and Trajan** 
Form of one, that in Pi$ure the Senate is Dream. 
reprefented by, that is, in a Robe of State 
guarded with purple, a Veft purled with large 
Knaps 
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Knaps of purple, a Crown upon his Head, 
a little elderly, came to him, he drcam'd, and 
with a Seal which he had in a Ring, fealed 
him now on the right and now on the left 
Breaft. 

He wrote to the Senate after he was de- 
clared Emperor, feveral things with his own 
Hand, and amongft the reft, he allured them 
of this ; That the Blood of no Man, who was an 
bonefi Man> {bould ever be [pit by him, wither 
Jhould he be touch J in his Fortunes or Honour. 
He aflured them of this upon his Oath, and 
not only then, but he repeated the fame to 
them at other times. 
He fum- He fent for t^Elianus Cafperius, together with 
Jhes the fuch of the Soldiers of the Guards, as had mu- 
oldMtti- t i n ed againft Nerva, as though it were upon 
mtr '- fome Buiinefs to employ them. But he did 
not fuffer their Crime and the Murders which 
they had committed to pals unpunilhed, for he 
put them to Death. 

When he came to Rome he altered feve- 
ral things for the greater Good of the Pub- 
lick, and in the Favour of Perfons who had 
deferved well. He (hewed himfelf particular- 
ly careful of the Cities of Italy. He fettled 
Alms and Pennons towards the Maintenance 
of Children of poor Families, and did a great 
deal of Good of that nature. 
His Em. Tktina his Emprefs, at her firft entrance 
frefs. into the Imperial Palace at Rome, turned her- 
felf upon the Steps to the People and faid, I 
go m here the fame as I would wi[h my (elf to 
come out again \ and through her whole Reign 
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{he preferred her efteem with a Condud which 
was without Reproach. 

After Ibme ftay at Rom<, Trajan undertook 
an Expedition again ft the People of Dacia\ 
unto which he was provoked by the Proceed- 
ings of that People who had augmented their 
Forces, and were become infolent ; the Mo- 
ney befides which was paid to them every 
Year, and with which the Romans bought their 
Obedience, was a Burthen, that Trajan was wil- 
ling to throw off. 

Dtctbalus the King of Dacia was fufficient- The °aa- 
ly apprehenfive of a War made upon him an War ' 
under the Conduct of a Prince fo formidable. 
He was fenfible that he had .another Force, 
and another Perfon to deal with, than when 
he had overthrown Domitian. For Trajan was 
a Prince with whom the Roman State intirely 
accorded. A Prince that excelled in Juftice, charaBer 
Gallantry and Integrity of Life: Strong in*/ Trajan. 
Body : In the Forty fecond Year of his Age 
when he began his Reign : In the full Ma- 
turity of his Mind : Paft the Ralhnefs of 
Youth, and not yet arrived to any thing of 
the feeblenefs of old Age. He was one, who 
envied no Man, and difobliged no Man. All 
fiich as he found were really delerving, he 
efteemed and preferred. The Eftates of 
Men, no lefs than their Lives, remained un- 
touch d by him. If he fpent much Money 
upon his Wars, he Ipent much alfo to adorn 
the Times of Peace. This is feen in the Roads, 
Ports, and publick Edifices which are his, and 
which are great and necefiary Works. As he 
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was by Nature of a Temper to appear in what 
he did, Great and Magnanimous; he rebuilt 
the C*rj*f, which was decay'd, much larger 
than it was before, and more Beautiful. H$ 
Hhinfcti. wrote an Infcription upon it to fignify, that he 
pm on had done it fo, te nuke it wertbj t» nceive the 
the Cirque ? t opk ef Rome. He defired rather to be loved 
than Adored. He was affable to the People, 
and refpe<ftful to the Senate. All loved him. 
None dreaded him but the Enemy. He Hunt- 
ed, he Feafted with his Minifters, Vifited their 
Offices, Jefted with them : Many times Cite 
amongft them in the fourth Place ; came to 
their Houfes without a Guard, and made his 
CoBverfarion pleafant. Tho 5 he was not one 
who was ftudied in all Parts of Learning, yet 
he acquitted himfelf in that refped very well ; 
every thing he did was Excellent. I know that 
he was given to love Boys, and to Drink ; 
and had he been guilty of any thing in either 
refpe& that is Bale, he would have been to 
be blamed. But in Drinking he went not to 
excefs, and as to his love of the Boys, he forced 
or injured no one. He loved War ; yet when 
he had adjufted Affairs, and weakened the E- 
nemy, and increa(ed his Alliances, he was fa- 
tisfied. No fuch thing ever befel him, as is 
commonly happens to others that command 
Armies ; that is, for the Soldiers to Mutiny 
and be Infolent. This was a Happineft owing 
to the Excellency of his Conduct, and there- 
fore if the King of Datta feared him, it was 
not without realbn. 



As 



Vol.1, the Emftror Marcus XJipius Trajan, 13 

As he was upon his March againft the Ene- 
my, and near the place where they lay, fome 
body had pretended to cut upon a large Mum- 
room, which was brought to him, with words in 
Lath, figftifymg, That others of bis Allies, and 
farticularly the Byrrhj, who bordered upon Dacia, 
advifed him to make a Peace with the Enemy, 
strut retire. But yet this did not hinder, but He fights 
he began the Pight, in which many of the E- tbe Ene ' 
nemy were killed, and many of his own Men my ' 
were wounded ; to bind up whole Wounds he 
did not fpare «o tear his own Cloaths into Rags 
for Binders to give them; and for others 
of his Men that were killed, he built an Al- 
tar, and ordered that there ftiould be Sacri- 
fices every Year offered thereupon in their 
Honour. ■ ■ - ■ ■ 

He purfued Ms Blow, directing his March 
over the -Hills and Mountains from one to a- 
nother, not without great danger, till he came 
up to the Capital Cfty of Daeia, whfifc Lucis* ' 
employed the Bntemy on another fide, and 
killed and took great Numbers of them. 

Then Beeebalus ftnt to Trajan to defire 
Peace, by fome of his chief Officers, who Decebalm 
coming into his Pretence, laid down their defires 
Arms, and proftrated themfelves upon the PeaCt -> 
Ground before him, and (aid, That Decebalus 
did above all things covet tbe Honour to come and 
confer with him m Perfon, being ready on bet 
Part to receive aS hit Commands. But if this 
was otberwife to be refolved on, be defired that 
fome Perfjns might be fent to him with Powers 
to Treat a Peace. Suras, and Clandm Ltvranm, 
the 
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the Captain of the Guards, were fent from 
Trajan upon this SubjeA ; who were met by 
others on the fide of Dtcebalus. But nothing 
being concluded, became Dtctbalm refuted to 
appear, Trajan took his Caftles, and therein 
his Arms, Artillery and Stores, together with 
a Roman Standard which had been loft for- 
merly under Fufcm. A Sifter of Dtcebalus Fell 
at the fame time a Prifoner into the Hands of 
Maximus; and a ftrong Town in the Coun- 
try was taken by the fame. All which coming 
upon the heels of one another, Dtcebalus re- 
Decebata coHe&ed himfelf again, and intirely complied 
fit*™. w ith the Conditions that were offer'd him. 
He promifed to deliver up his Arms, Artillery, 
the Artificers that made them, and the Defer- 
ters that had run over to him : To difmande 
his Fortreffes, retire from the Land that he 
had taken from his Neighbours, and have the 
fame Friends and Enemies with the People of 
Rome : To entertain no Dsferters, and to take 
no Soldiers into his Service, out of Places in the 
Dominions of the Remans ; becaufe moft of his 
beft Men werefuch, as he had inticed into his 
Service from thence. All which he promifed, 
againft his Mind, and being conduced to an 
Interview with Trajan, he threw himfelf upon 
the Ground and adored him. 

He fent to the Senate of Rome his Em- 
bafladors, to have the fame Peace con- 
firmed from them, that he had made with 
Trajan. The Embaffadors were introduced 
into the Senate, where they laid dowrt their 
Arms upon the Ground, and ftanding before 
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the Senate with their Hands within their Fin- 
gers, as if they were Captives, they fpoke in 
Terms of great Submiffion to the Senate, 
who ratified the Peace, and then they took 
up their Arms again, Warhel the Capital 
City of Daeia received a Garrilbn of the Ro- 
mans, and the reft of the Countrey being 
ferved accordingly, Trajan returned back to 
Italy. 

He was received in Triumph, and the Title Trajan*/ 
of the Conquerour of Daeia was given him, and Triumph. 
inferred into his Stile. The Combats of the 
Gladiators, in which he delighted, and the di- 
versions of the Stage in which Pylades was one 
that gained much of his Favour, were cele- i 
brated for his Entertainment. Though he was 
a Military, Prince, he took never the lefs 
Care, of the Civil. Policy, and minded the i'\ 
Affairs of. Peace and Juftice. In the Forum 
of Auguftut, or in the Portico of Lrvia, or 
in other Places, he many times affifted 'in 
Perfon at the Caufes which were pleaded 
there. 

In the mean time Decebalus could not per- Decebafo* 
fuade himfelf to keep the Conditions of the renews the 
Peace, which he had made. He proceeded to W5w "- 
raife Men, provide Arms, entertain Deferters, 
re-fortify his Caffles, and invite the Nations 
that were his Neighbours to joyn with him, 
to whom he reprefented j That if he wot for- 
faken by tbtm now, their own Ru'me was the 
next thing to foBow. It was eafier, an J the 
fafeft way for them, he (aid, to preferve their 
Liberties, by {landing aS by one another whilfi 
they 
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they might, for the Common Defence, than it Would 
he to Jo this after Deoebalus was turned, which 
would of in a Gap U the Enemy to devout them 
one by one. Purluant to this, he began the War 
by falling upon fiich as hid appear'd againft 
him in the former War, and by pofleffing 
himfelf of a part of the Countrey of the 
Jazjgts, which was upon the Danube towards 
Dacia. 

Hereupon the Senate declared Denibaltu 
again an Enemy, and Trajan without com- 
mitting the War to another, went iri Perfon 
to reduce him a fecond time: He marched 
againft him with an Army which "Dtctbt&a* was 
in an itt Condition by fair Force to refift; 

Ireaderj but by Deceit and Treachery, he was within a 
little of efre&ing that, that he cotiht not by 

S^'Jus Arms. He fene Perfons under th* nO- 
tion of Deferters into Atefia to aflatfirte hlrn, 
as Trajan was always eafie of accefifj baethen 
more particularly upon the Incidents of the 
War, any one was admitted to /peak to him. 
That which difappointed this Dehgn was, 
one of the ConfpiratoTS was taken up on fiifpi- 
cion and put to the Torture, who con&iied 
the whole Plot. 
There was a Commander of a Legion in 

Longimu the Roman Army of great Skill, and Who had 

trapmtd. often fignalized himlelf in the Wars againft 
Dacia, called Longinm ; Dtctbalui found means 
by Treachery to get this Colonel into his 
hands, and then fent to Trajan to tell him, 
That ufon Condition the Countrey as far at 
the Danube, might fr rt/fertd' to him, and 
that 
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that Trajan allowed h'm for the Charges of tbt 
War, he courted his Friendfhip, and would re- 
turn Longhm again in fafet y. To which Tra- 
jan anfwered in a manner, that was to let him 
know, that he neither made a fmall, nor yet 
fuch a high Account of the Life of Lmgimn, 
as to buy it too dear. In die mean time, 
whilft DecebaltH was refolding with himfelf 
What more to do, Longinur found means to 
procure a quantity of Poyfon by the help of 
a Servant, and he took it in the night and 
died. 

Trajan built a Bridge over the Danube, for Trajan'/ 
which I know not how I can fufficiently ad- Bridge o~ 
mire him. The other Works of his are very ?£ r 
Magnificent, but this is above them all. It Dam * c * 
is a Bridge of Nineteen Arches, all of fquaro 
Stone ; the Heighth one Hundred and FiftyFoot 
above the Foundation ; the Breadth Sixty Foot, 
and the Di fiance between each Arch one Hun- 
dred and Seventy Foot. How mall I admire 
theGharge that thiscoff, and which wayalfo 
it was poflible to Found it in a great River, 
and a difficult Water which hath an ozy Gra- 
vel at the bottom, when in the mean time 
there Was no turning the Stream afide into 
another Chanel ? The River is in other places 
double and treble the breadth, that it is here 
where this Bridge covers it. Here it is at the 
ftraighteft, and therefore fb much the more 
fit place for a Bridge j but yet the Account 
:hat I have given, makes it a pretty broad 
PaiTage here aifo. But that which I would 
-hiefly obferve from the Breadth of the River 
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m this and in other places is, that the broadei 
and the more fpatious a Flood it is as it come! 
hither, and the broader and the greater Corn 
pals that it challenges as it goes from hence 
fo much the deeper and the more rapid tnufl 
it be where it is ftreightned in its Courfe 
and this muft make it the more difficult t< 
cover it with a Bridge, where it is lb deep ant 
fo rapid. Ceminlj the Greatnels of the Sou 
of Trajan ,fhews it felf in this Work ; tho' it be o 
no ule to us now, nor paflable. The Peer 
are yet (landing, which look as if they wen 
only built to {hew, That nothing is impeffible t 
the Wtt ef Man. The realbn of Trajan'% Build 
ing this Bridge was, to pals his Forces with rea 
dinels to the Succour of the Romans on th 
other fide of the Dannie, in- cale the Barh 
rians attack'd them at a time when the Rive 
was frozen up. Hadrian fearing on the con 
trary, that the Barbarians might fometime Fore 
the Paffage of this Bridge, and give themlelve 
an eafie defcent by it into the Country of Aia 
fa, demolilhed it, and broke down the Ai 
ches. 

Trajan paffing his Army over the Donah 
by this Bridge, made rather a fafe than ; 
quick War, and with time and difficulty f 
mined the Conqueft of the Kingdom of Dacu 
Nis Per- He fignalized his Conduct and his Gallar 
fond Va. ery in many things himfelf. The Soldiers b 
itur - his Example were encouraged to contemnDan 
gers, and acquit themlelves with Honour. A 
mongft the reft a Horleman who was ven 
much wounded, was brought out of a Fight t< 
th 
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the Surgeon to be drefs'd > but perceiring that 
his Life was defperate, and that his Wounds 
were uncurable, he quitted the Tent again 
before his Spirits failed him, and rejoyned 
the Battel, and died, righting With great Bra- 
very. 

In fine, Dectbalu?, after his Capital City Deccbafus 
was loft, and his Country all taken, and him- k ,lls hm " 
felf in danger, to be taken, killed himfelk His J tl f' 
Head was brought to Rome : Dacia was made 
a Province of the Empire, and Trajan planted 
it with Colonies of Romans. He had hid his 
Treafure in the Bed of the River IJfrig, not far 
from Warbtl. For he had made his Slaves turn Bis hid- 
the Water afide another way, and into the 
Channel dig a Pit, in which he buried a great f mt ' 
deal of Gold and Silver, and precious Things 
that could endure the Wet, which he covered 
with a heap of Stones and Earth, and then 
brought the River to run over them in its ufaal 
Courfe again. He hid his Robes and other 
things of that nature, in Caves of the Earth, 
by the Hands: of the fame Slaves, who when 
they had done their Work, were killed, be- 
caufe they mould fay nothing. But one Bi* 
cilu, who was one of his Favourites, knowing 
the thing, and being taken Pnfoner by Trajan, 
he difcovered all to him, and the buried 
Treafure was brought to Light again. 

About this time Palmar the Governour of 
Syria reduced the Stony Arabia under the Obe- 
(iience of the Empire of Rome* 

After Trajan Was returned to Rome, Em- fr^in re " 
taffies were fent to him from many Nations p'^/* 
G % ef 
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of the Barbarians, and amongft the reft from 
the Indians. The Publick Games and Shews 
were Celebrated one hundred twenty and 
three days together : in which eleven thou 
(and Beafts of all forts were killed, and ten 
thoufand Gladiators diverted the People 
(pilling their Blood over the Fenns called Au 
ferte Talude in the Camparma di Roma. H< 
made Caufeways, and built Houfes upon th( 
Roads , and built Budges which were verj 
Magnificent. 

H« He Called in, and Melted down all the Di 

* r . tem * minifhed Coin. He buried Ltciniut Suras 
Smadiu. w ^ en ne ^' e ^ , * Puklick Funeral, an< 
' fee up his Statue : who had attain'd to be fi 
Rich and fo Great, as to Found at his owi 
Expence a Publick School for the Plays aw 
Exercifes of the Romans. This Perfon, an< 
Trajan, had fuch a Friendfhip, and fuch an in 
timacy in one another, that many times whei 
the Enemies of Suras, who were fuch as er 
vycd him, had Accufcd him to Trajan, Trt 
jsn went neverthclefs to his Houfe to Su 
with him, Uninvited; and difmiffing all h 
Guards, Firft he trufted himfelf to the Phj 
fician of Suras, to do fomething to his Eyt 
and Eyebrows ; then he trufted himfelf to h: 
Barber to fhave him ; For this was antientl 
the Cuftom, as of all other Romans foofth 
Emperours ; For Hadrian was the firft Err 
peror that let his Beard grow unfhaved. Whei 
th.s was done, he wafhed, and went to Sup 
per. The day after he (aid to thofe aboi 
him, who were always fuggefting fomethin 
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ill to him of Suras, If Suras bad a mind to 
ijll me, be -would have done it Teflrrday, This 
was a great thing in him, to truft his Perfon 
in the leaft with one, who was purfued with 
fuch Accufations: But yet it is more to be ad- 
mired, how unalterably he preferved with him 
his Friend/hip, and how that nothing was able 
to make him believe that ever Suras would hurt 
him. When firft he made him a Captain of 
the Guards, which is to be done by a Cere- 
mony of delivering to him a Sword ; he drew 
the Sword, and as he gave it, he faid, Tale 
ibis Sword to Ufe it for me, if mj Reign de- 
[crve it i or otberwife^ to Ufe it againft me. 

Hefet up the Statues of So0us, Talmas, and 
Celfm, who were three, that he had a Favour 
for before others. He referred the Confpi- 
racies at any time againft him, to the Cogni- 
sance of the Senate, by whofe Sentence the 
Offenders were Punifhed . of which Number 
mzsCrafus. He built Libraries for Books. He Kii * a j„ 
pet up in his own Forum, a vaft Column, partly He Work'. 
for a Tomb for himfelf, when he dyed, and 
partly for an Hiftorical Monument of all his 
fexploits. All the Ground, on which that 
IFerum ftands, was before a Mountainous 
[Earth, which he digged down as deep as his 
Column is high, and fo built the Forum Level. 
After this, He began a War againft the Ar*. 
mtnians and Partbians ; pretending, it was, be- 
caufe the King of Armenia had received his 
Crown at the Hands of the King of Partbia, 
and not of him ; but really it was out of a de^ 
fire of Glory. 

C j When 
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li» Par- • When he came as far as. to Athtm on this 
th £a ' Expedition, the Ambafladours of Cbofrott the 
? '' n "- King of Farthia met him ; who were fent to 
defire a Peace with him, and brought Prefena 
to give him from their Mafter. For when 
Cbofrati had received advice of the Preparati- 
ons of Trajan, and that Trajan was refolded 
to (econd his Words with good Blows, the 
Fear, that he was in, obliged him to abate, oi 
his Heighth, ann to fend to beg, That bt 
night not be troubled wnb a War ; For bt bum 
bly aibed tbe Crown of Armenia at bis Hands 
mihe behalf of Parthamafiris, bts Nephew, tbt 
Son of Pacorur, tbe late King of Armenia 
Exedreas, having, as being neither agreeable t< 
tbe Romans nor tbe Parthians, Abdicated, h< 
(aid, tbe Crown agam. Trajan refufed to Ac 
cept their Prefents, and returned no othe 
Anfwer ; than that a Man's friendjhip it ttb 
proved by AQions , and not Wordi ; and tba 
■whin be came into Syria, be fheuid do all thing 
that were fitting, Perfifting in which Opi 
nion, he took his way through the LejjerAfin 
Ciliaa, and the reft of the Provinces, and fc 
came to the City of Seleacia, and fromthene 
to Antsecb in Spia. 
C»:.ut.i As he was at Antiocb, Abgarus the King o 
b the Ofrboens in Mefopotamia lent him Prelent' 

V^f;"" and Merges of Fiiendihip. But being c 
qaally in fear of the Romans and the Parth 
and dehring to pleafe both Sides, he de 
dined for that reafon the waiting upon him ii 
perion. Others of the Kings and Governour 
or t! s Countries, where he came, met him 
brougf 
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brought him Prefents, and arhongftthe reft, 
they Prefented him with a- Hot fc , that was 
taught to Adore; kneeling upon his Fore- 
feet, and bowing his Head to the Ground, as 
Irajan flood before him. He accepted all 
their Prefents. 

But the behaviour of Tartbamajiris upon this Behavi. 
Conjuncture, who had taken upon him the «"-<>/Par- 
Crown of Armenia, was altogether a piece of fhai «afiri». 
Rafhnefs. Firft, he wrote a Letter to Trajan, 
in which he gave himfelf the Name of King 
of Armenia : and receiving no Anfwer, He 
writ another, in which he omitted that Name, 
and defired that Marcus Jtmiut the GovernoUr 
of Capp* facia might be lent to him, as if he 
intended to mediate fomething by him. Tra- 
jan fent to him, the Son of that Junius. In 
the mean time Trajan march'd to the City of 
Sebtmfat in Coma^erta 'trx Syria, and took it with- 
out a Blow. Then he came to Satgla, which 
was the Seat of Anebiolus, the King of the 
Heniocbi, and the Macbeloni. Him he obliged 
fb much, as to make him a Prefenr. Then 
he came to the City of Elegia in Armenia, 
where Tartbamafim met him, and was re- 
ceived ; but the manner thus. 

Trajan fate, as in a Council of War, in the fj tJ Ap ^ 
Camp. After Parthamajiris had faluted him, pearanc*. 
He took the Crown, with which he came, off before 
of his Head, and proftrated it at the Feet of Trajan. 
Trajan, and ftood filent ; expecting when Tra- 
jan would return to him the Crown again. 
The Soldiers feeing this, fetupan Huzza, and 
Congratulated Trajan, a* is ufual, after a Vi • 
C 4 #ory; 
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dory : For they cryed , This was a Victory 
without a Battel, *n unbloody Vitlory ; to fte a 
Ktng of the Houfe of the Arfacidx, the Son of 
Pacorus, and the Nephew of Cho/roes King ef 
Parthia, ftand befere Trajan like a Captive with- 
out a Crown. Yarthamaftris amazed at the 
Noife, and thinking thae it was deigned for 
an Affront to him, and to his ruin, turned 
himfelf about in a Paffion to be gone. But 
as he was lo well furrounded that he could not, 
hedefired, Not to be obliged to fpeak, what bt 
bad to fay, in thit Crowd. So he was taken 
into the Tent of Trajan, to whom there he 
offered the Proportions that he had to make ; 
but Trajan was not pleafed to content to them. 
Then he threw himfelf in a Paffion out of the 
Tent, and was retiring through the Camp ; 
when Trajan fent for him back again, and in 
the Council of War; where he had received 
him at hrft, he defired him to fpeak what he 
had to fay Publickly, in the hearing of the 
Company ; becai fe Perlbns, who were igno- 
rant or what had paffed betwixt them in Pri- 
vate, fhouid not iuggeft falfe Accounts of it, 
and mifreprelent it tp the World. Hearing 
this, Vartbamafiris could not contain himfelf 
longer ; but with a great Courage, amongft 
Other thmgs, laid, That he neither had been 
Conquered, nor taken Yrvtr.tr. He came thither 
tn -voluntarily, tn confidence that no Injury would 
•■■ have been offered to htm, and that he (hould re- 
cet-ue hts Kingdom of Trajan, as Tiridates dtd 
of \'e:o. Zr^-Wanfwered him, what he Jaw 
noting, and withai cold hirr. ; That Armenia 
piou'd 
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flmld be no bodies Kingdom. It belonged to the 
Romans, andfhonld receive a Roman Governour. 
As for bimfelf, be gave him the liberty to go 
where be f leafed. So he fent Tartbamafris, He is dif- 
together with the Partbians that came with *"ft. 
him, out of the Country under a Guard, that 
he mould fpeak with no one, nor attempt no 
Novelties ; but all the Armenians that came 
with him he ordered to abide in their Proper 
Dwellings, as being now hjs own Subje&s. 

Trajan fecured the Country with conveni- 
ent Garrifons, and came from thence to the 
City of Rboa in Mefopotamta, where he faw Trajan'* 
King Abgarut, whofe Seat , pas there. Ab. Congrejs 
garus had before fent Prefents and Perfons to mtb Ab * 
him often, to Complement him: but fome- garus " 
times for one, fometimes for another reafon 
that he pretended, he had not as yet waited 
upon him himlelf, as neither had Mams the 
Governour of the Arabia next adjoyning, nor • 
Sporaces the Governour of Artbtmifia in Me- 
sopotamia. Now the Son of Abgarut, Arban- 
des, was a handfom charmirtg'Youth, whom 
Trajan had feen, and could not choofe but 
love for his beauty. By the perhiafion of this 
Son, and partly by the fear which Abgarut 
had of the presence \of Trajan, Abgarus met 
him at his coming to %boa, and excuung him- 
felf to him, Trajan received him very well, 
and admitted him to his Friend/hip. His 
handfome Son was indeed Apology enough 
for him. He entertain'd Trajan at a Banquet, 
in which he brought in his Son to dance be- 
fore him after the Barbarian Mode. 
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A turn The Senate of Rome, among other things 
T ' tl *jt~ vrhkh they decreed in the honour of thele 
Tudbim. s^jggfl-gj ^ t fa r prince gave him the Title of 
Optima, or the Be/? of Princes. He always 
marched on foot ar the Head of all his Army ; 
whom againft every Expedition he Review'd 
and Furnilhed ; and fometimes marched them 
in one manner, fometimes another. If they 
eroded the Rivfcrs on Foot, fo did he: feme*- 
times he told them a piece of falfe News, and 
aded the part of a Spy amongft them, to make 
them keep themfelves the more carefully to their 
Duty, and to be ready and intrepid againft 
every thing. He took the Cities of Niftbu : 
and Ecltatana, from the ?*rtbi*in t upon which 
he was Saluted by the Style of Conqutrour of 
the Psrtbians by the Army. But in none of 
all the Tirles, that he acquired, did he delight 
fo much as in that of the Befi of Trmett : 
becaufe this was a commendation rather of his 
own Nature and Virtues, than df his Arms. 
Jgre* Whilft he Wintered at the City of Antiotb 
Ear;ifm in Syria, a dreadful Earthquake happened, 
fS tkf ' which did a great deal of mifchief to many 
Cities in that Country, but Antiocb was in a 
more particular manner afflitted with i*. There 
was at that time a great number of Soldiers, 
and an extraordinary Concourfe of others from 
all pare in the place, either upon Bufincfs of 
Law, or upon Embaffies, or Trade, or Cu- 
nofity : whereby it was fo, That there was no 
Nation, nor no Province but what had allure 
in the Calamity, and all the Roman World 
fuffered in that one City. This Earthquake 
was 
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was preceded by great Thunders, and unufaat 
Winds.- but yet nobody fufpefted from thence* 
the mifchW which followed. ; Firft, a mighty Fore, 
bellowing toeife was heard on a fudden, from nerJ 
the Earth v then followed a Stock tthidh w# 
was Co violent, that it made all the Garth 
Bounce and Swell, The Houfes Danced: 
fome immediately fell with the Tofi, and 
broke into pieces ; fome reeled to and fro 
like a Ship in the Sea, and took a con*- 
pais on one fide and the other, and then 
iell : Andthe hoife of the ( racking, andburft- 
ing of the'Timber, the Brick, and Stones to- 
gether, was moft difmal. A Duft wasraifed; 
that it was impoffible to fee any one, or (peak, 
or be heard to fpeak. Many who were with- 
out their Houfes fuffered. They were fo tof- 
fed up, and then down again, as in a Preci- 
pice, and (truck againft one another: fome 
were wounded, fome killed. Trees were torn 
up fi om the Roots. But of the reft, who were 
overtaken within their Houfes, an infinite 
number perifhed; a great many with the 
Houfes falling upon their Heads ; a great many 
were fufibcated under the Ruins: Others, 
who were held under the Wood and Stones 
fo, by any part of their Bodies, that they 
could not poffibly recover themfelves, were 
in the htgheft degree miferable : they could 
not live, and yet they could not fbon expire; 
If, out of fuch an infinite number as were 
overtaken within their Houfes, feveral efcaped 
with their lives, yet they were generally hurt; 
their Legs broken, or their Arms, or their 
Head*, 
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■if The Senate of Rome, among other things 

T,tl *jt~ "hich they decreed in the honour of thefc 
Tudbm. ^cceffe ^ tj^,. p,,,,^ gave him the Title of 
Optmus, or the Btft <f Princes. He always 
marched on foot at the Head of all his Army ; 
whom againft every Expedition he Review'd 
and Furnifhed ; and (bmetimes marched them 
in one manner, (bmetimes another. If they 
crofled the Rivfcrs on Foot, fo did he: fome- 
times he told them a piece of faHe News, and 
aded the part of a Spy amongft them, to make 
them keep themlelves the more carefully to their 
Duty, and to be ready and intrepid againft 
every thing. He took the Cities of Nifibu » 
and Eckattna, from the Partbitns, upon which 
he was Saluted by the Style of Conqutrour of 
the Pdrtbiant by the Army. But in none of 
all the Titles, that he acquired, did he delight 
(o much as in that of the Befi if Frmeeti 
becaufe this was a commendation rather of his 
own Nature and Virtues, than of his Arms. 
J grit: Wrn lft he Wintered at the City of Antiotb 
Ear!i> - in Sjria, a dreadful Earthquake happened, 
f which did a great deal of mifehief to many 

Cities in that Country, but Ant'mb was in a 
more particular manner affli&ed with it. There 
was at that time a great number of Soldiers, 
and an extraordinary Concourfe of others from 
all parts in the place, either upon Bufinefs of 
Law, or upon Embaflies, or Trade, or Cu- 
nofity : whereby it was fo, That there w.?s no 
Nation, nor no Province but what had a fnare 
in the Calamity, and all the Roman World 
fuffered in that one City. This Earthquake 
was 
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was preceded by great Thunders, andunuftai 
Winds.- biie yet no body fufpe'^ed from thence? 
the mifchief which followed. Firft, a 'mighty' Forerun- 
bellowing ;4feife was heard on >a fiidden, from ners 
the Earthy' the* followed a Shock Whidh wa§ there "f- 
was lb violent, that it made all : the Earth 
Bounce' and Swell. The Houfes Danced: 
fome immediately fell with the Tofi , *hd 
broke into pieces ; fome reeled to and fro 
like a Ship in the Sea, and took a corny 
pafs on one fide and the other, and tneh 
iell : Andthe noife of the cracking, and burft- 
ing of the'Timber, the Brick, and Stones to- 
gether, wasmoft difmal. A Duft wasraifed, 
that it was impoffible to fee any one, or (peak, 
or be heard to fpeak. Many who were with- 
out their Houfes fuffered. They were fo tof- 
fed up, and then down again, as in a Preci- 
pice, and (truck againft one another: fome 
were wounded, fome killed. Trees were torn 
up from the Roots. But of the reft, who were 
overtaken within their Houfes, an infinite 
number perilhed ; a great many with the 
Houfes falling upon their Heads; a great many 
were fiiffbcated under the Ruins : Others, 
who were held under the Wood and Stones 
fo, by any part of their Bodies, that they* 
could not. poffibly recover themfelves, were 
in the higheft degree nriferable : they could 
not live, and yet they could not fbon expire. 
If, out of fuch an infinite number as were 
overtaken within their Houfes, feveraJ efcaped 
with their lives, yet they were generally hurt; 
their Legs broken, or their Arms, or their 
Heads, 
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Heads , or they vomited Blood. PtJ» the 
Gonful was one of thefe, who died foon af- 
ter. In fhort, there was no figure of Mifery 
and Deifru<ftion but what was to be feen a- 
tnongft thefe People; GOD (book the Earth 
for many Days and Nights together- The 
Mfer4l* People were all in a Diftra&ion, and without 
fy**' & help to fly to. Whilft fome were lmmedi- 
atefy kHIed, and buried under the Ruins, 
others were ftarved to death, who were pen- 
ned up in any void Spaces left by the Tim- 
ber, or betwhc- Pillar, and in Vaults. After 
the Earthquake was c-afed, a Perfon who had 
the Courage to go prefently upon the Ruins, 
heard the Voice of a Woman crying. Nor 
was ibe alone : the fucking Infant was with 
her ; and (he had kept both her Child and 
herfelf alive , with her Milk. They were 
digged up and faved : and fearch was made 
for others. But they found no body more 
alive, befides one Child, which was hanging 
upon the Breads of its Mother, and the Mo- 
ther dead. When they took the Dead up out 
of the Ruins, it was fo lamentable a light, 
that the living had no Hearts to rejoyce fo 
much as for their own fafety ; fo great was 
the Calamity which then afni&ed Antiocb. 
Trajan efcaped through a Window out of the 
Houfe where he was, by the help of a Man 
who was extraordinarily Tall, and who came 
and carried him off, but not without fome 
fmali Hurts. As the Earthquake continued 
feveral days, he kept himfelf all that time 
in the open Air, in the Cirque. The Moun- 
tain 
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tain Lifm was (b Ihook, that the Top of it 
bowed and burft, and threatned to fall down 
upon the Town. Other Mountains fell, 
and great Waters ftarted up where none was 
before, and Streams that had flown before, 
forfook their Gourfe and vanifhed. 

The Spring being returned, Trajan carried Trajm 
his Arms into the Country of the Enemy. He 
furnifti'd himfelf with Boats for a Bridge to "* f.". E *" 
tranfport his Forces over the River Tigris^ m ' 
from the Woods about the Gity of Niftbu ; 
becaufe the Country upon the Banks of that 
River affords no Timber for that purpole. 
The Boats were all brought from thence to 
the River upon Land-Carriages; being built 
in that manner, that they were to be taken 
alunder, and joyned again into a Bridge at 
Pieafure. Which was done; and the Bridge 
was laid over the Tigris at the Foot of the 
Mountain Cardjnm ; not without the great 
annoyance of the Enemy on the other fide, 
who were Ported to oppofe it. To give whom 
a Divarfion, whilft the Bridge was fitting with 
all fpeed, as Trajan had Men and Boats in 
plenty , he Armed out fome Boats with 
Archers and other Soldiers, and detached them 
againft the Barbarians. He detached others to 
be moving up and down, as it were to try to 
Land in other places, which (b diftra&ed 
the Barbarians, and efpecially they were fo 
krprized to fee fuch a number of Shipping 
gotten together in a Country that is destitute 
of Wood, that they gave way, and the Ro- 
man Army palled the River. 
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The Roman Army landed in th& -Country of 
AtM/ffte, which is -a part of Aff/ria,\ m6 Aft- 
rid was then wider the Obediencqot the Koog 
of Partita. They took alt Aiiabfu t and the 
Towns of 4r&A* and GapgamcU , where 
AltxsnitTtht Gttat did heretofore^ewru-O)!*! 
1 The barbarians call it ^'rnw, inltead 

of Jjjjria, changing the Letters /[into f. But 
as the Forces of the Partbtam had been di« 
miniflbed in their Civil- Wars, and ftill they 
were at Variance with one another, there 
was fuch a fcarckv of the Enemy to make 
Oppofition to the March of the Romans, thac 
they came up to the Gity of Babylon. 
"'JV*" Here Trajan beheld the Lake of Bttumtn, 
^ n y " with which the famous Walls ot.Bakjlm wee© 
built. It is a fort of a Slime fo Clammy and 
fo Strong, that when itismixt wkb Brick and 
Pebbles, it makes a Wall that is Wronger than 
any Stone, and Iron it felf. He view 'd the 
Mouth of it, from whence proceeds fuch a 
noxious Stench, that it kills ail the Beads, 
and ?11 the Birds that are brought within its 
reach. And certainly did it arife much higher, 
to difperfe it felf far and wide in the Air, it 
would fender the place Uninhabitable. But 
it Circulates within it felf, and does not ex- 
ceed its limits. I have feen luch another Lake 
as this at the City of Hierafolii in the Ltjjtr 
Afia, and I made an Experiment of it in Birds ; 
my leif being in an Upper Apartment, from 
whence I overlook'd it. For it is (but up in a 
fort of a Ciftern, and above it is built a Con- 
veaience, where you look down and fee the 
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fatal eflfeft s of this Stench in, fafety. It . kills 
every thing, Living ; Men only excepted, thai 
have keen Gelt,, I do not underftand the rea< 
Cm of this. Bui I fpeak the things that I have 
feen, as I faw them, and the things that I 
have heard, as I heard them, ; 

Tujsn was once dcj>gni.ng;W make a Out 
for the River Emfhrates upon which Babylon 
Hands, to fall into, the Tsgris; tkat pafling hit. 
Vefiels by that Cut, out of thaFirft into the 
other River, he might give himfelf a Bridge 
'o March his Army over the Tigris to the 
Siege of Cte(ifbm in Ajfjria. But when hot . 
under ftood that the Bed . of the Euphrates was 
much higher than the Bed of the Tigris, he 
forbore that defign, left the abundance of the 
Water running into the Lower Bed mould ren- 
der the Euphrates unnavigable. So he mount- 
ed his Veflels upon Land-Carriages , and 
brought them to the Tsgris over the little 
Sireight of Land which is betwixt the twqRi- 
vers; and having palled his Army, and taken 
the City of Ctefpbon from the Partisans, he Ctefiphon 
was Confirm'd in the Title of the Qonanerour t *^ e ' 1, 
of the Partbians, and the Senate of Rome de- 
creed, that he mould enjoy what Triumphs, 
and what Feftivals for the Honour of his Vi- 
ctories, foeverhe pleafed. 

After he had taken Ctefipbm, his Curiofity HisExpe- 
led him to, go on Board h» Fleet, and Sail for ditim *• 
the Red Sea ; which is a Branch of the Indian Red 
Ocean, and called Erytbraum Mare, that is, 
the Red Sea, from a King *f the Name of 
Erjftbrus, 
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Erytbrm, who was (bmetime very Powerful 
upon it. He took in his way the lftand of 
Mtjfenc, which is in the Ttgris, the King 
whereof was Atbambylus, without any difficul- 
ty : only the Winter, the rapidity of the Tigris - t 
and the Tides of the Ocean were fomething 
dangerous. The Town of Sftfimtm, belong- 
ing to Atbambylus^ received him well. From 
thence he came upon the Ocean, where in- 
forming hirafelf in the Nature thereof, and 
dilcovering a Ship that was bound to India, he 
faid, Was I Young, 1 would certainly make a 
Vifit t* tin Indians. He enquired much about 
them, and their A&ions, and admired the 
Happinefi of Alexander, who had Conquered 
them, and who had gone fo much further than 
he. He writ the fame to the Senate ; But yet 
at the fame time he was not able, what he had 
Htmour already Conquered to keep. The Senate de- 
foVV creed feveral things in ms Honour ; and a. 

moneft the reft, that in relation to as many 
SeiuUe - riarions as he pleafed, his Succefles mould be 
adorn'd with Triumphs. For they were more 
than were known to them, fo much as by 
Name, as they continually underftood by his 
Accounts. They fet up in his Honor a Trium- 
phal Arch in his own forum, and the Citizens 
prepared themfelves to go a great way to meet 
him, at his return to Rome* But he never 
came thither ; nor was the End of his Acti- 
ons fuitable to his Beginnings, becaufe what he 
had Conquered, he loft again- 



Vol. I. the Emperor Marcus Ulpius Trajan. >jf 

In the time that he was Sailing for his Pfea- 
fure upon the Indian Ocean, all taConqueib A general 
were chang'd and revolted, and die Garnfans lfrnk. 
which he had left amongft them were either 
turned out or killed. It was nothing but the 
Fame of the Indian Ocean which had drawn 
him thither, together with his Honour for the 
Memory of Alexander the Great, to whom he 
had fometime facrificed in the Hoafe, in 
which he dyed at Babylon. But as he met with 
nothing worthy of that Fame ; Fables and 
Profpefts of Ruins were his only Entertain- 
ments. 

He was as yet on Board, when the News 
was brought to him of the revolt of his Con- 
quefts ; againft whom, he difpatched Lueim 
and Maxim*. Maxwtui was defeated and 
killed. Luttut acquitted himfelf very welE, 
and amongft other things recovered the City 
of Nifibu, Storm'd, Plundered, and Burnt the 
City of Kbs*, whilft Erycims Cloriu, and Ju- 
tioi Alexander took and burnt the City of Se • 
Uueia. In the mean time, fearing left the 
Partbians of Cteftfbcn mould attempt fame- 
thing, Trajan, was willing to oblige them, by 
giving them, inftead of a Roman Governour, 
a King of their own. He Aflerabled, when Trajatf 
he came to Cufipktn, all the Romans, and all 4 
the Partbians that were there into a large j^pa-- 
Plain ; and railing himfelf upon a high £ hj anJ> a *" 
Throne, and gloiying in che great Anions 
that he had done, he appointed Partbamaf?atts 
King of the Parthtant, and put the Crown 
upon him. D Then 
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Exfediti. Then he came into Arahia , to Reduce 
on again? jj^g the people ca U e d t he Hagarens, who had 

m* * alfo RevolK(1 - Their Town >s neither Great 
nor Rich ; but the Country adjoyning to it 
is for the raoft part a Defart; without Water, 
which it feldom hath, and then it is naught ; 
without Wood , and without Forage : all 
which make it impoflible for a great number 
of Men to lye long before it, defended as it 
alfo is by the heats of the Sun, to which it is 
expofed. So it was neither taken by Trajan 
then, nor by Stverus afterwards, though they 
both made Breaches in part of the Walls, 
Trajan difguifed himfelf, and Headed a Body 
of Horfe up to the Walls in Perfon ; but hi! 
Horfe returned in an ill Condition to the 
Camp, and himfelf efcaped very narrowly : 
For the Barbarians believing it was he, by hi: 
Age and Prefence, fliot at him, and killed a 
Horfeman that was next him. It Thunderec 
and Lightened, Rainbows appeared in the 
Clouds, Storms of Hail and Wind fell upor 
the Romans, when they made their Attacks 
The Flyes rendxed their Victuals and theii 
Drink naufeous. So Trajan railed the Siege 
and fell fick not long after. 
Jew'rfh About this time the Jews about Cjrene ir 
Barbtrt- Africa, Commanded by one Andrew, whon 
v ' they had fct up over them, committed grea 
Slaughters upon both the Remans and Grecians 
They Eat their f lefh, made themfelves Gar 
lands of their Guts, wafiied themfelves in theii 
Blood, and Cloachcd themfelves in their Skins 
The) 
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They fawed many in Two, from the Head,- 
with Saws. They threw others to Wild Beans. 
They forced others to fight till they kill'd one' 
another. About two hundred and twenty 
thoufand Perfons ' were deftroydd by this 
means. They did the like in Egypt., and in 
the Ifland of Cyprus, under the Command of 
Attention ; where two hundred and forty thou- 
fmrl Pei fons more were de/rroy'd. For which- 
rcafon, it is, chat ic is forbidden a Jew to fee 
foot upon that Ifland ; even though by Storm 
he is driven upon it, he is to be put to death. 
At length they were reduced under Obe- Jews 
dience again, as by others, fb particularly fw»AV< 
by Lucius, who w.» lent againft them by 
Trajan, 

Trajan was refo'ved to have carried the 
War anew into Mefcpotamia, if his ficknefs, 
increafing upon him,, had not obliged him to 
fee Sail towards leal), and to commit to Vvbliui 
tSlmt Hadrian the Command of the Army 
in Syria. And now all the Pains thac had been 
taken, and all the Dangers which had been 
run by the Romans, in the Conqueft of Ar- 
menia, the greateft part of Mefopetamia, and 
the Partbians, became in vain: for the Tar- 
tbians tum'd off King Panbamgfpatet s of the 
appointment of Trajan, and betook thein- 
iblves to be Governed by their own Mea- # 
fares. 

Trajan fufpe&ed, in his own mind, that he 
was poifoned : but others fay that he had been 
ufed ersry y«ar to void Blood downward* and 
D * tha* 
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that this Evacuation had flopped > that he had 
a Dead Palfie upon him, and was infenfible 
in a part of his Body i and that he was all 
over Dropfical. He came as far as to the Ci- 
Destb cf t y Icltnes, which is otherwife called Trajample 
Trsjan. f rom h, mj m cUtcia, in the Leffcr Afia, and 
there immediately dyed ; having Reigned 
nineteen Years , fix Months, and fifteen 
Days. 

Dio Caff. lib. 67. 

HE had been Conful in Conjun&ion with 
Actliui Glabrto, in the Reign of Domiti- 
an, and then received fome Omens of his fu- 
ture Reign. 

Dh Caff. lib. 6> 

HE was a Native of the fame Town in 
Spa* with Hadrian , whole Guardi- 
an he was , and to whom he married his 
Niece. He dyed without Children, and his 
Albes were interred in the Column of his 
own Work. 

Eutrtp. CajfioJor. & Villor. 

THE Town in Spain, at which Trajan 
was born, was Old Sevd in the Lowtr 
Andalusia. He lived fixty three Years, nine 
. Months, and four Days. He was Proclaim d 
Emperor at Cologne in Germany. The Height 
ol 
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of his Column was one hundred and for- 
ty, or one hundred forty and four Feet. 
The Younger Pliny, born at th« City of 
Com* in the Dutchy of Milan , who was a 
famous Orator and Hiftorian , flouriihed in 
his time, who has left us a Panegyric on this 
Emperor, pronoune'd by him the firft day of 
his Coniulihip. 
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Account which he writes of his own Life, they 
fettled in Sevilla la Viefria, or Old Se-vile, in 
the times of the Scipws. His more imme- 
diate Defcent was from that Family in Spam. 
u£lius Hadrian Afer was his Father, who was 
Coufin German to the Emperor Trajan. His 
Mother was DomitiaPaulin, who was Origi- 
nally of Cadiz,. His Sifter Paulina married 
Servianus. His Wife was Sabina, and his great 
Grand-father's Grand father, Marullinus , was 
the firft of the Family who was a Senator of 
the City of Rome. He was born -at Rome up- 
on the Nineth of the Calends of February, in 
the Year when Vefpajtan and Titus were the 
Confuls, which was then the Seventh time of 
the Confulfhip of the firft, and the Fifth of 
that of the other. In the Tenth Year of his 
Age, he loft his Father, and received for his 
Guardians, his Kinfman, Vlpius Trajan, who 
had been then a Prator, and afterwards arri- 
ved to be Emperor, together with Calm Ta- 
tianuty a Roman Gentleman. 

In his Fifteenth Year after having finifhed His Stu- 
his Greek, unto which his Genius inclined him diet. 
in that manner, that by fbme he was called by 
the Name of the Little Grecian ; he went into 
Spain, where he entred immediately into the 
Army, and was eager of exercifing himfelf in 
Hunting,almoft to a Fault. Trajan re-called him 
out of that Country unto Rome again, where ho 
lived with him as his Son; and it was not long 
before he was put into the Commiflion of the 
Decemviri. He was removed from thence to 
be the Tribune or Colonel of the Second jiuxi- 
D 4 Itarj 
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iutry Lt£ton. After that, he was tranflated in- 
to the Lower Meefia, which was about the lat- 
ter end of the Reign of Demdian. In Mocfia, 
Prefagu he was informed by an Aftrologerof the fame 
concern, thing, as to his future Succeffion to the Em- 
**Z him - pire, which he had heard, that his great Uncb 
H*Jrun, who alio was skili'd in the 
Dbdnne of Nativities, had fometime before 
predicted concerning him. He was lent out 
of Mafia at the time that Trajan was adopted 
by Ntrva, with the Congratulations of the 
Army to the Emperor, upon the Subject of 
that Adoption. Nerva tranflated him into 
the Upper Germany, from whence he haftned, 
upon the News of the Death of Ntrva, to be 
His Dt- the firft who mould bring it unto Trajan. And 
bgtnu; alcho' he was by Servimus, his Sifter's Hu£ 
band, who had endeavoured to poUefs Trajan 
againft him, by telling bim of his Expences, 
and his Debts, not only a long time detain'd, 
but furniihed alfo whh a Carriage that broke 
by the way, on purpofe to ftop his hafte: 
He neverthclefs profecuted his journey after- 
wards on Foot tirirh that diligence, that he 
cirae up to Trajan before the hxprefs, which 
the fame Servians difpatched upon the fame 
occaiTon. And Trajan continued to love him, 
but yet he was not without thofe Enemies who 
reprefentcd him to that Prince, who was a 
Lover of Boys, to be as K were his Rival in 
that fort of Plea hire And becaufe he was 
felicitous in this Conjuncture, to know what 
the Inclination or Trajan towards him was, as 
to his Adopting him to fucceed in the Em- 
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pire, he cohfulted his Fortune by Lots, in 
which he was anfwered in certain Verfes out 
of Virpl that favoured he defire. Others 
fay, That he received a Lot of the £ime na- 
ture out of the Verfes of the S&yh. But that 
which was a greater Prefage to him ftill than 
all this, of the Empire unto which he fhouki 
fucceed, was, an Anfwer which he received 
from an Oracle of Jupttr Ntctpkonu, which 
dpioniui Spm the ?Latamfi hath let down in 
his Works. In fine, by the mrerpofkion of 
Saw in his Favour, he eafily attained unto a 
higher Degree than ever of Favour with Trajan, 
wfaofe Niece by his Sifter's fide, he married, 
which was a Match that was encouraged by 
Plotina, and contented onto by 7rajan, as 
Marten Maximui fays, at leaft in forne mea- 
fure. 

He was a Qaeftor in the Year when Trajan m it 
and Arttcdnm were the ConfuJs, which was madtsm^ 
then the Fourth time of the ConfuHhip of •/*<""• 
Trajan, la this Office being to recite in the 
Senate, an Harangue made by the Emperor to 
them, and being laught at for his iii pronun- 
ciation of it, he fet hirafelf upon the Study of 
the Latin in that manner , that he acquired 
himfelf at length the greateft Skill and Elo- 
quence in that Language. After his Oueftor- 
fhip, he was made the Clerk to the Senate. 
Next he waited upon Trajan to the War againft 
at which time, how intimate he was 
with him, may be feen by this ; that he fays 
himfelf, That be indulged to Drinking tut vf Obi- 
dunce to the Vleajurc and Methods of Trajan ; 
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and this gained him yet greater Favours from 
And Tri- hint He was made a Tribune of the People ir 
hme - the Year of the Second Confulfhips of Candtdui 
and §u*iratus. In this Magiftracy, it was an 
Omen (he lays) to him ef a perpetual Tribuni- 
tian Power - y that is, of the Crown, that in 
wearing the PanuU, (a fort of Hanging-Coat) 
as the Tribunes of the People were ufed to do in 
time of Rain, but the Emperors of that Age 
never, that Garment had flipped off from 
lam. In the fecond Expedition againfl Dacia, 
Trajan give him the Command of the Firft 
Legum of rti2 Name of Minervia, and took 
him along with him He diftinguifh'd him- 
felf there by a great many fine Anions, in- 
lomuch that Trajan prefented him with the 
fame Diamond that himfelf had been before 
prefented with by Nerva, which ferved far- 
ther to raife his Hopes. He was a Praetor un- 
der the fecond Confulfhips of Suranut and S«r- 
visnus ; at the fame time he received from 
Trajan Forty Thoufand Sefiercet towards the 
Charges of the publick Games, with which he 
treated the People. After this, being made 
the Pro-Prator of the Lower Pannonia, he brid- 
led the Sarmata, difciplined the Army, and 
reftrained the Procurators of the Province 
from exceeding, as they did, the juft Limits 
of their Power; for thefe Services he was made 
£; dc ">- a ConfuJ. In which Magiftracy, x foon as it 
Jl "' was underftood from Suras, that he was to be 
adopted by Trajan, he was accordingly re-i 
fpetfed by all, who defired to preferve the 
Favour of their Prince. After the Death of 
Suratj 
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Suras, his Intereft with Trajan did frill ihcreafe, 
becaufe he (ucceeded into the Office olSurar, 
to write his Prince's Speeches, and his Letters 
as his Secretary ; befides all which, he had the 
Favour of Plotinn, by whole means he was 
appointed the Lieutenant or Sjrja, in the time 
oi the Expedition againft Parthia. 

The Peifons with whom he at this time en- His 
tertained a Fnendlhip, were Soffius Pappus and v ^ iend - 
Pktorws Nepoi, of the Order of the Senatm ; /*"/'• 
and Tatianm % who was before his Guardian, 
and Martim Livianm Turbo, of that of the 
Gentlemen ; Palmas and Celfsts had been al- 
ways his Enemies. But now thofe two being 
fain into Difgrace upon a Sufpicion of a 
Defign to ufurp the Empire. This facilitated 
the Buiinefs of Hadrians Adoption, fo that be- 
ing through the Favour of Piotina, created a 
Gonful a fecond time, he indeed conceived 
within himfelf enrire AlTurances of that Hap ■ 
pinefs. It was the Opinion of many, that he 
had to this end corrupted alio the Servants of 
Trajan, and had made very much of the Boys 
who were Trajan's Paramours, and had fur- 
niflied them with Oyntments and Wafhes in 
the time that he was converfant about the 
Court. However that is, the Letters of his Ht is*> 
Adoption came to him into Sfri» t whereof be dftt*. 
then was Lituttnant, upon the Fifth of the 
Uts of August which Day he therefore com- 
manded to be celebrated for a Feftival for the 
fame. Upon the Third of the fame Uts, he 
received the News of the Death of Trajan, he 
commanded that Day to be celebrated for the 
Feftival 
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Feftival of his acceffion to the Empire. It 
had been many times before thought, that 
Trajms Defign was to hare left Ntrstim Trifctu, 
and not HaAnan his Succeiior ; bacaufe many 
of his Friends had agreed with him in Prifcm, 
to whom he Jomeumes alfo had laid publick- 
Iy, If 1 die, I rteommtnd the Empire to jou. 
Others fay, That Trpan fometime had it in 
his Thought to die after the Example of Alex- 
tntUr of Macedonia, without appointing any 
certain Succeflbr. Again, others tell us, That 
it was likewife in his Mind to have fern a Let- 
ter to the Senate, to let them know, that if he 
died, they themfeives fhould give a Prince to 
the Empire of Rente-, adding, as from him, 
"** fome Names only, out of which they were at 
their Liberty to chafe the Beft. Neither do 
we want thofe who have pretended, that the 
Adoption of H*d nm was a Trick, wrought 
by the Power of Pletms, after Trsjm was dead, 
by fuppofiting a Perion to (peak the Thing 
for Trt-an, in a languifhing Voice. 
And ftf Bovrever k was, Htdrttn poflefled himfelf 
feft of the of the Em cure, and fallmg in immediately with 
Empire. t (, e u f us | Methods of Bufinefs, he defired to 
fecure and eft <o. ih, as much as poffibte, the 
Peace of all Parts In the mean time the 
Nations which Trajm hao Conquered, had Re- 
voked. The Moots were making Incurfions 
upon the Frontier Provinces ; the Smmata had 
declared Open War*, the Bntttns could not be 
contained under the Romta Power, Egypt was 
diftmrbed with Sedkions, and Ifeis and 
ftme Hftei up their Heads to a Rebellion. 

There- 
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Therefore as for all the Countries beyond the 
Eufbratu and the "tigru, Hadrian even relin- 
quished -thefe by the Example as he fcid ofCatv, 
who pronounced the Macedonians a Free Ptcffle, 
hteaufe xbty would not be kept in fabjeclim. And 
as he had obferved, that Partbamafpates, the 
King ofPartbia, of the Appointment of Trajan, 
was of no great Consideration araongft chat 
People, he removed him from thence to be 
the King over fame other Neighbouring Na- 
tions. He began his Reign in Clemency, Hit cu- 
whereunto he ihew'd a great Regard by this m « w> 
Inftance; that having in fome of the firft 
Days of it, had Notice given him by Tottanns, 
by Letters, of Three Perfons, whom he advifed 
him, that he mould put them to Death ; who 
were, Babim Mottr, the Governour of the 
City, in cafe he in the leaftoppofed hi* Au- 
thority; Loberiui Maxim*, then ift Bantfll- 
ment in an Ifland, becaufe he was fufpeclied 
to afpire at the Empire, and Fr*g i Graffiti ; 
yet neverthelefi, he fpared them ail Three : 
For alcho' the Governour of the Ifland where 
Crafius was, did execute him for an Efcape 
which he woald/have made, with a Defign 
of fomenting New Difbr-dcrs) yet was that Er<- 
ecutkm a thing that was <tone without Ha- 
drian's Command. He doubled the ufual 
Donative to the Soldiery for a good Prefage, 
to welcome in his Reign. He took away the 
Government of Mauritania from Lufim Qmie- 
tut, and difmifs'd him, becaufe he was one 
who was fufpe&ed to aim alio at the Empire; 
and when Murtius Turbo had fini/hed the Re- 
duction 
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dudion of the Jews, he appointed him Go- 
vernour ofj Mauritania, and to. go and reptreft 
the Commotions which were there. He made 
a Journey ore of Asttwb to meet and receive 
with RefpeA the Aflat bf Trajan^, as they were 
upon the Roadi.undcrtheCondo8i.of Tdtior>us,> 
Fiorina, and Mattuiia. And having itribarked 
them in a VeiTel for Rome, andieing return- 
ed again m& Anttoch, he conftitutad . Catiiius 
Severn Governout of Syria, and then came 
hiralelf to Rome by the way of Wyridum. • 
Honour • He firft fenc Letters which wpce very accij* 
don; to rately writ to the Sena.te a to defire,7i&*f thty jhould 
Trajin. mate Trajan a God- to which the Senate agreed 
unanimoefly, and , even- voted a great many 
more Things of their own accord, to his Ho- 
nour than what Hadrian had mentioned to 
them. At the fame dme, Writing to the Se- 
nate, he asked their Pardon, That he bad not 
(ubrmtted bu Judgment to tbem in the Affair of 
bis affuming the Empire, t 'jbe Occafion whereof had 
btenthu, that be had been -failed Emperor by 
the Army in Haft*, becaufe the State could not 
be without a Head to it. The Senate voted him 
the fame Triumph, which was to have been 
given unto Trajan. He refufed it for himfelf, 
but accepted ic for the Image of Trajan to be 
carried in a Triumphal Chariot, that that In- 
comparable Emperor mould not be without the 
Honor which he fo well merited, no not 
though he was dead. The Title of Pater Pa- 
in*, or Father of bis Country, which was Twite 
offered him, he declined, becaufe it had been 
late in the Reign of Aupiftus e'er this Title 



the Emperor Publius ^lius Hadrian. 47 

had been affuraed by that Prince. He remit- 
ted to Italy air the Duties which they were to 
pay him upon his coming to the Crown, and 
abated the fame' to the Provinces, altho' it was 
very well known, that at; the Jame time the 
Treafury was ftreightened for Money. Then 
receiving Advice of an Infurre&ion of the 
Sarmata, and the Roxelani, he commanded his 
Troops into Mafia, and wefit thither in Per- 
fon after them. He preferred Martiut Turho, 
after he had adminiftred the Government of 
Mauritania, to the Prefidentlhip of Panmmia and 
Dacia. As to the Affair of the Roxolani, he 
compofed that by a Treaty, and a Peace was 
eftablifhed betwixt them and Hadrian. 

He had fometirae defigned to appoint Nt-. 
grinui to be his Succeflbr in the Empire ;.but 
rfigrinui became guilty of a Confpiracy againft ACon ft*~ 
the Life of Hadrian, which was to be exe-.^/' 
cuted as Hadrian afiifted at the Sacrifices : bint 
Luftus and many others were in the fame Plot 
with him, which Hadrian e/caping, here- 
upon ? aim at at Ttrracina, Cetfia at Baia, Nt- 
grinuf at Faenxa, Luftus upon the Road, by 
the Order of the Senate, were all killed. And 
becaule thefe Executions might be a means 
of creating an ill Opinion of him in the Minds 
of the People, as if it had been, tho' really it 
was not, as he fays, by his Will, hue by the 
Will of the Senate, that Four Perftwjs, all of 
Confular Dignity, were faenficed fb all toge- 
ther : Hadrian came pi efently to Rome, com- 
mitting Dacia unto the Government of Turbo, 
whom to add to his Authority, he had likewife 
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honoured with the Title of the TrafeBmt of 
Egypt: And at Rem* he care fled the People 
to ftiftethl Apprehenfions which were there 
His Bonn- of him, with a double Largefs upon his arri- 
tj. val, which was over and above a Bounty of 
three Pieces of Gold a head, which had been 
divided amongft them, in his abfence before. 
He acquitted himfelf before all the Senate of 
the Fad that had pafled ; and as for his own 
part, he took his Oath, that he would never 
partita a Senator, otherwife than according to 
the very Sentence of the Senate. He proceed- 
ed to eafe the particular Towns and Magi- 
ftrates of the Charge of the fublick Pofi and 
Carriages, by ordering them to be maintained 
out of the Exchequer ; in fine, to omit nothing 
to make himfelf to be efteemed, he forgave 
an infinite number of Debts, which w«re due 
to the Excbetfuer from private Perfons in the 
City, and all over the Country; as alfo he re- 
mitted the Arrears of great Sums which were 
due from the Provinces 5 the Bonds and Regi- 
iters relating whereuoto were all burnt in the 
Ftrum of Trajan, for a full Security to every 
one againft thole Claims. He fuffered it not, 
that the Eftates of Perfons condemned, fhould 
be confifcated into his private Coffers, but or- 
dered them all to be return'd into the publick 
Treafury. And as Trajan had begun to pro- 
vide for the Support of the poor Infants of 
both Sexes, who were not by the Law to be 
admitted to the general Dole before fuch an 
Age, fo Hadrian enlarged that Munificence, 
and made an Addition to their Penfion. Unto 
fuch 



Vol. I. the Emperor Publius /Elifls Hadrian. 40, 
fuch of the Senators as were reduc'd, but had 
not confumed their Fortunes by their ill Lives 
and Debauchery, he fet oat Penfions fuitable 
to their Quality, and fuitable to the Number 
of the Children which they had ; continuing 
the lame to many to their Deaths. It was 
not only to his Favourites to whom he exten- 
ded his Bounty, but to others he generoufly 
gave great Things, to enable them to acquit 
themfelves in their Offices with Honour. To 
fome necellitous Women he allowed Penfions 
towards their Maintenance. The Games oF 
the Gladtators were exhibited Six Days toge- 
ther, and a Thoufand wild Beafts ac his Charge 
were expofed to be hunted and taken upon the 
Anniverfary of his Birth. 

He chofe himlelf out of the principal Per- His Pru- 
fons of the Senate, an Imperial Council. He dnce ani 
refufed to accept of any other of the Games ModtTa ' 
of the Cirque, which were decreed in his Ho- no "' 
nour, than fuch as thofe which were cele- 
brated upon his Birth-Day. He faid many 
times, both in his Difcourle, and to the Se- 
nate, That bis Government (liould be fuch, that the 
World jhould fee, it was the Intereft ef the People 
which he minded, and net his own. As he Was 
three times Confal himfelf, Co he advanced fe- 
veral Thrice to chat Dignity: And for tha 
Honor of a Second Confullhip, he befiowed 
that upon a mulcicude of Perfons. The Third 
time that himfelf was Conful, he officiated it 
no longer than Four Months ; but yet hs of- 
ten fat in Perlbn in Judgment. He never was 
ablent from the Senace, when he was either 
15 in 
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in Town, or nigh the Town upon the Solemn 
His Re. ^ a y s °f meet ' n g- Ho carried the Honour of 
;p\a jc'r ^ e Senate fo high, and made fuch a Difficul- 
J :-:;Sena:(. ty of creating Senators, that when he created 
Tatianus, who was a Captain of the Guards, 
and had had all the Ornaments given him of a 
Conful ; he told him, That be bad mtb'mg in 
bis Power to confer »fcn btm, that wat a greater 
Honour. He did not give leave to thofe of the 
Order of the Knights and Gentlemen, to fit 
in Judgment either without, or with him, in 
a Caufe which concerned the Life of a Sena- 
tor ; altho 1 until then, it had been the Cuftomj 
that when the Emperor takes the Cogni- 
fance of a Caufe in Perfon, he call'd not 
only the Senators, but the Reman Gentlemen 
unto his Afliftance, and pronounced Sentence 
according to the Opinions of all together. 
In fine, he proceeded even to execrate thofe 
Princes who had had a letter Confideration for 
the Senators than they ought. He retained fo 
great a refpeel for Servianus, his Sifter's Huf- 
band, who had been Twice Conful before 
him, that he always went out of his Cham- 
ber to meet him coming ; and he created him 
a Conful the Third time, without his (blicita- 
nons for it; the Honour whereof was imper- 
fect in nothing but this, that he did not take 
hun to be his own Colleague in thac Third 
Ccniulihip, 

>;,, j, K . In the mean time, this is yet to be remem- 
/•c-jfL?.- bred oi this Prince, that he abandoned a great 
«"•'• manv Piovinces which had been by Trajan 
acquired to the-Lmpire; and the Theatre 
which 
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which had been built by Trajan in the Camfns 
I Martim, he deftroyed, contrary to the defircs 
of all the WorfcL And certainly thefe things 
feemed to be fb much the worfe,,as he knew 
very well himfelf that they were difpleafing, 
and yet he pretended that in doing them, he 
j accomplifhed the. Orders which had been left 
I him by Trajan. He was willing when he be- 
I came weary of the Power of Tatianus, the 
Captain of the Guards, who had been former- 
ly his Tutor, to have had him murdered; but 
that which calPd him off from thofe Thoughts, 
was, he had already a great deal of ill will up*, 
on him, upon the occafion of the Murder of 
I thofe Four Confular Perfons before-mentioned, 
I the Odium whereof he endeavoured to throw 
upon Tati/mus. At length Tatianuf, of his own 
accord laid down his Commiffion, which Ha- 
inan conferred uponTw^. Similes the other 
Captain of the Guards, laid down his, which 
Hadrian conferred upon Septimius Clarut. Never- 
theleli thofe two, Tatianm and Similes, were Per- 
fons who very well might have deferved his ur- 
moft Favour. After this, he went a Progrefs into tiisAfft* 
Campania, where he endeavoured to oblige all Mityand 
Places into which he came, with the Kindneffes Co^'m-. 
the did them,and the LargefTes which he beftow- J ance '- 
led amongft them ; admitting every where the 
Gentlemen of Eftates and Quality to the Ho- 
nour of his Friendfhip. At Rome he repair'd of- 
p in Perfon into the Courts of the Praitors and 
tlis Confuls. He honoured his Minifters with 
his Company at their Houfe. When they were 
Sick, he vifited them Twice or Thrice a Dav. 

E 1 H* 
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He vifited fome, when Sick, who were no 
more than Servants that he had manumit- 
ted, Comforting them in their Infirmities 
and Affifting them with his Counfels. He 
received his Friends to his Table, and was a« 
Eafy always with them, as if he was a private 
Man. The Honours which he beftowed up' 
on his Mother- in Law at her Death, wen 
the greateft that were poffible, in the Game 
of the Gladiators, which he exhibited, and ir 
all other Rites, whereby he Ihewed his Dut] 
to her. 

Hi g-is Then he went into Gallia, where he figna 
Gaul j; 72 d htmfelf by his great Bounties, and his for 

ana : Ger- war j ne f s to R e i, e ve all Perfons that were it 

ma " y ' Neceffity and Want. From thence he wen 
into Germany, and tho' he was one who m 
a greater Lover of Peace than War, yet hen 
he Exerafed the Soldiers, as if he was imrrio 
dutely making ready for a War. He incul 

Ha a:- to t h cm t h e p rec epts of Patience, tc 

?<£™Ji teach chem to hardy, and t0 be ablc t( 
tit Sol- fuffer. He gave them in himfelf a Model o 
a.er,. the Life of a Soldier, vilited them in thei 
Tents; Eat and Drank in Publick of the famf 
Provision as they did, that is, Bacon, Cbtefi 
and fewer Wine mixt with Water, after the Ex 
am pies of Scifio tAZmilianus, Metellus, and hi 
Father Trajan. Were his Commands harde 
upon them than ordinary, he gave them Mo 
ney, or preferred them for their Encourage 
mciit. lie revived as much as it was pofli 
b!e the antient Military Difcipline, whicl 
thicjgii the Negligence of many Princes hi 
Predccel 
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Predeceflbrs,riad been going to decay ever fince 
the time of Angufius. He fettled the Order 
of th« Offices, and the Expences of the Army. 
He differed no one to be abfent from the 
Camp without a juft Caufe. The Tribunes of 
his Creation were liich, as whofe Merits re- 
commended them to him, and not the Fa- 
vour of the Soldiers. He excited all to do their 
Duty by the Example that he fet in himfelf*. 
He walked Twenty Miles together on Foot 
at the Head of them in his Arms. He put 
down the uie of Arbors, fhady Walks, Grot- 
to's, and Bowers in the Camp. He was drel- 
fed many times in a very ordinary Coat, with- 
out any thing of Gold to his Belt, without 
I Jewels to his Cloaths or Buckles, 2nd the Hilt 
! of his Sword fcarce of Ivory. He vifued the 
I Soldiers when they were Sick in their Jittle 
i Huts. He mark'd out the Camps. He made 
none a Centurion, who was not a ftrong 
Man, and of good Repute : Nor a Tribune, 
unlcfs he was of fuch an Age, as by his 
Prudence and hts Experience to be fie to fup- 
port the Weight or that Command. Neither 
did he permit the Tribunes to make the lead 
unlawful Gain of the Soldiers ; nor any Per- 
Ibns to ferve them lei ves of .nice and delicate 
Things, which were therefore wholly cafhiered . 
the Camp. He examined their Ai ms and theic 
Equipages whether Clean and Neac, and a- 
mended them as he faw Occaiion. He con- 
fidered what Age every one was of, becaule 
he would have none to ferve in the Field con- 
trary to the annenc Cuftom, who was either 
E \ too 
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too young to be of a proper Strength to bear 
Arms, or too old and paft it. He took Care 
that his Soldiers were perfonally always known 
to him, and he kept an Account how many 
of them precifely they were. 

He gave himfelf the Trouble to examine 
into the State of the Magazines of Ammuni- 
tion and Provifions ; and whether the Con- 
tributions of the Provinces were well paid, 
and into the State of the Provinces, that if 
any thing was amifs any where, he might 
fupply the Defe&. Particularly, he defired to 
cut off all fuperfluous Expences, and that his 
Officers fhould lay out their Money upon no- 
thing that was of no ufe. So having model- 
led his Army to his own Pleafure, he next fet 
upon an Expedition into Great Britain, where 
as hi correded a great many Defaults, fb he 
Bis Will was the firft who made a Wall there, that was 
m Britain. Fourfcore Miles in Length, to ferve for a Di- 
viiion betwixt the Barbarians and the Romans, 
Septmius Clarus, a Captain of the Guards, and 
Suetonius 7r««f«///jw 1 Sccretary of theDifpatches, 
with others, having converfed without his 
Leave, a little more-familiarly with the Em- 
prels Sabint, than was well confident with the 
Honour or the Ccurt, he turned them out, 
and pi.t others into their places. And certain- 
-Js', be wculd, as he laid, bave discharged his 
-very Emfrejs, at one that he conceived dijagreablt 
end ill humored, bad be been but as a private Per- 
ms imei- (on. He was not only inquifitive into all that 
l:gmce. palled in his own Houfhold, but likewife into 
the Houles of his Neighboui s infomuch, that 
by 
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by his Spies, he was told of all the fecret Anions 
done amongft them, whilft they in the mean 
time never fulpeAed it, nor knew any thing 
of it, until himfelf difcovered it. Upon which 
occafion, it will not be unpleafant to infert a 
Paffage wherein we may certainly fee what a 
Knowledge he had of a great many things as 
to his Neighbours. A Per/on had received a 
Letter from his Wife, in which Ihe told him, 
That be was fo taken up with bis Tleafures and 
the Bath, that be made no Thoughts cf returning 
again to her Arms. Hadrian was informed of 
this by his Spies ; fo when that Peribn came to 
him to dehre the leave of him to retire Home, 
Hadrian gave him a gentle Rub of his Baths 
and his Plealures. Sir, fays the Gentleman, 
Hath my Wtfe -written the Jame to your Majefiy % 
that Jhe bath written to me t Indeed this Inqui- 
(irivenefs was thought to be a very great Fault 
in Hadrian; all the Amours of the Sparks, and 
the Secret Adulteries of the married La- 
dies he took the Pains to pry into ; but which 
wasworle, he did not keep the Counfel when 
he had done, of his greateft Friends. 

After having fettled the Affairs of Great Brii 
tain, he eroded over into Gallia, where he re- 
ceived Advice of a Sedition in Alexandria in 
Egjpt, arilen about their God Apis ; who ha- 
ving been brought to Light anew, after many 
Years that he had been loft, the Dilpute in 
what City heought to be plac'd, created iriange^ 
Dilorders amongft the People, becau(e all of 
them earneftly contended to have him. At 
Nijmcs in Langudcc, he built a Temple to tha 
E 4 Honour 
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Honour of Tlotma, which was an admirable 
He ar- Work. Then he went into Spain, and pafled 
rivis in the Winter at Tarragona, where at his proper 
SP 2 -^- Charge he re-edified the Temple of Augufttu; 
and having AfTembled all the States of Spain 
together at Tarragona, he confulted with them 
with great Prudence and Dexterity in the Po- 
litick?, confidering their Divifions about the 
railing of Levies amongft them At Tarra- 
gona he efcaped a very great Danger, and in 
i manner, which was not inglorious. As he 
was walking in a Garden, a Servant belonging 
to the Matter of the Houfe where he was, ran 
upon him furioufly with a drawn Sword, to 
kill him, Hadrian doled with the Man, and 
took him Pnfoner and delivered him to the 
Cuftody of the Guards, who were flocking in 
to his Affiftance. But when it was plainly 
/sen that the Man was Mad, he lent him to 
the Phyficians to be cured, and took no more 
Notice of the Matter. In many Places where 
rhe Barbarians are not feparated from the Ro- 
mans by Rivers, but only by Land-marks, he 
made Walls of Earth, (iipported by Stakes, and 
Strengthened with Pallifadoes for a Partition 
betwixt them. He appointed a King over 
the Germam j he fjfpprehed rhe Commotions 
of the Moors, io that he merited the Honour 
from the Senate to have Sacrifices and Solemn 
Prayers offered for him. The Partbians did 
but make a rr.een or fingle Motion towards a 
War, buti: was composed again 'by one Con- 
ference wirh Hadrian, 

After 
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After this he came by Sea along the Coaft Se L ver * 1 
of Afia, and the Iflands, unto the Province of 
Acbaia, where he was initiated in the Ekuft- gj£* M * 
nian Rites, after the Examples of Hercules, and 
King Philip. He was very generous to the 
Athenians, and prefided at their Games. He 
failed from thence to Sicily, where he had the 
Curiofity to vifit the top of the Mountain 
tAZtna, from thence to view the Riling Sun ; 
how various they fay, it appears there in its 
Colours, in the Nature of thofe of the Rain- 
bow. From Sicily he came home to Rome, 
and from Romt he crofTed the Sea again mto 
Africa, leaving many Marks of his Liberality 
upon the Provinces of that Country; fo that 
one may fay, that fcarce never hath there been 
a Prince known to Travel over fb much Land, 
and with fo much difpatch as he. He had no 
fooner returned back to Rome out of Africa, 
but he fet upon a New Voyage into the Eafi, 
and took his way through Athens. The Works 
which he had begun at Athens, he now fimfh- 
ed and dedicated ; amongft the reft, the Tem- 
ple and the Altar of Jupiter Olympius. In 
Afia, as he travelled, he likewjfe Confecra- 
ted Temples there, which abide as fo many 
Memorials of his Name/ Whilft he was in 
Cappadocia, he admitted a Number of the People 
of that Country into the, Service of his Army. 
He invited the Princes and the Kings of the 
Dominions where he came, to joyn in Friend- 
fhip with him. Particularly he invited to his 
Friendfhip Chofroes the King of Partbia, to 
whom he returned his Daughter that Trajan 
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had formerly taken Captive, promifing the 
fame as to a Chair of State, which had been 
then bkewife taken and carried away in that 
War. He received thofe Kings when they 
came, fo generoufly, and treated them in that 
manner, that others who (raid away upon the 
Account, efpecially of Pborifmanei, who in- 
folendy flighted him, might have an occafion 
to repent themfclves. As he traverfed the 
Provinces, he punilhed fome Procurators, and 
fome Prefidents of them for their Malverfa^ 
tions fo (everdy, that they faid, he had a mind 
certainly to encourage Accuiers to appear a- 
gainft them. 

He had a great Difpleafure againft the 
People of Antitcb, wherefore it was in his 
Thoughts to feparate Syria from ?bmicis r that 
Antiocb mould not be faid to be the Metro- 
polis of fo many Cities. The Jews about this 
time broke into a War, becaufe they were for- 
bidden to Circumcife themfclves. He went 
upon the Mountain Lifm, which is near An- 
tiach, in the Night, for the Curiofity of obfer- 
ving from thence the Rifing-Sun. Jufiter was 
worlhipped upon that Mountain, to whom, as 
Hadrian was Sacrificing there, a violent Storm 
arofe with Thunder and Lightning, which 
blafted both the ViAim and the Pneft. He 
traverfed Arabta, and came to the City of 
Pelufium or Belvais in Egyft. The Tomb of 
Tcmpey vfhich is at this City being decayed, 
he rebuilt it with greater Magnificence. 

As he was failing upon the Ntle, his dear 
An'.mous died, for whom he wept wich all the 
tender- 
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tendernefs, and the weakneG of a Woman Hbfiruf 
weeping for her Husband. There are teveral f** A|U *: 
reports about that Youth. Some fay that he nou *' 
devoted himfelf a Sacrifice for Hadrian. Others, 
that he was what his Beauty might probably 
incite him to be, and the too great Plealure 
which Hadrian took in a Burdafh However 
it was, the Grecians, at the defire of Hadrian, 
made a God of him ; and we are told of 
Oracles which have been uttered by him; 
but they are rather fbme fuppoled Compofiti- 
ons of Hadrian ; who was excellent at Verfe, 
and indeed at all forts of the Belles Lettru. 
For he had a great Hand at Arithmerick, 
Geometry, and Painting. He underftood 
Mufick, and played perfe&ly well upon ma- 
ny Inftrument5, and Sung. Loving his Plea- 
fures Co exceflively, as he did, he could not 
but Compofe many Poems of his Amours. 
Together with which he was a Matter in the 
matter of Arms; had the Military Art in per- 
fection, and was skilled at the Weapons of the 
Gladtatours. He was a Perfon equally Severe 
andPleafant, Affable and Grave ; A&iveand 
Confiderate, Clo/e and Liberal, Cruel and 
Merciful, in all things ever various. 

He enriched his Friends, though they ne- 
ver did ask him any favour j and to others 
upon their asking he denyed nothing. But 
yet he was eafie to give ear to every Tale 
which was but whifpered concerning them. 
And this was the occafion , that almoft all 
thofe whom either he had dearly loved , or 
whom he had railed to the highcft Honours, 
t wcic 
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f&i 5«>f- were afterwards treated by him as Enemies ; 

rity end as was Tdtiantu, Ntpos, and Septimius Clarus. 

byuftice. Thus a}fo Eu j temm> w ho had once been Pri- 
vy to all his Counsels, and his Confident in 
the very Affair of hisafpiringto the Empire, 
was reduced by him to extreme Beggery. He 
conftrained ttljanm and Marcellus to mur- 
der themlelves. He made the raoft notorious 
defamatory Libels upon Helwdorus. He (uf- 
fered Tttianus, under a pretence of his being 
in a Conlpiracy againft him, to be Arraigned 
and Profcnbed. He perlecuted Numidius 
gttadratut, Caitlius Severus, and Turbo, very 
grievouily. He put to death Servianus, his 
Sifters Husband, when he was in his Nineti- 
eth Year, only becaufe he would be fare, 
that he mould not out-live him. In fine, he 
Perlecuted without remiflion both his Ser- 
vants and his Soldiers. As ready as he was at 
his Compoiuions, always in Pro/e and Verfe, 
and skilled in all the Liberal Arts ; he yet 
laught at the Pubhck Profeflbrs of the Arts, 
and triumphed over them ; entered many times 
into Solemn Difputes with all of them together, 
and with a!l the Philofophers ; only for the 
Glory of Compofing better Books, or better 
Verfes than they. He excepted once particularly 
againlt a Word,, which was ufed by Favort- 
ftus : who modeftiy fubmitting himfelf to him 
in it; but bsing blamed by his Friends for 
yielding the Caule lo in a Word for which 
there was luffi-ient Authority to be produced 
out of good Authors ; Favertnuj made a very 
plcafant Jeft upon it. Says he, My Friends, 

you 
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you are much mifiaken, if you do not allow me to 
btlieve bint to be a Learneder Man than m alii 
who is the Maper of Thirty Legions." ' 

So fond was he of his Glory, as to this Ta- 
lent, that he wit his owi Life, and after- * 
wards gave it to his Servants (that were Scho- 
lars) to publilhitonly under their Names: Thus 
the Books under the name of Phlegm, are 
Hadrians. The Catacbriani are his, which 
are extremely obfeure pieces, in imitation of 
Antimatbus. The Poet FIorus> having writ- 
ten to him, thus, as follows; 

Ego nolo Cafar effe, 
Ambulare per Britarmos, 
Scytbicas pad Prumat. 

That it, 

I defire not to be C*far, . 
1 To Ramble amongft the Britaint, 
And be ftarved with the Frofts of Scythia. 

He anfwered him again thus ; 
Ego nolo Fiona effi, 
Ambulare fir Tabernas, 
Latitare per pop'mas, 
Culices psti rotundas. 

That is, 

I dehre not to be Florin, 
To Ramble amongft the Taverns, 
Skulk about the Eating- Houles, 
And be ftung to death with Gnats. 

He 
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W$ Seve. were afterwards treated by him as Enemies ; 

rity tmd as was Ttttantu, Ntfos, and Septimiui Clarus. 
X hus alfo £wkww», who had once been Pri- 
vy to all his Couniels, and his Confident in 
the very Affair of hisafpiringto the Empire, 
was reduced by him to extreme Beggery. He 
conftrained tclyanut and Marcellus to mur- 
der themfelves. He made the moft notorious 
defamatory Libels upon Heltodorus. He fuf- 
fcred Tttianui, under a pretence of his being 
in a Confpiracy againft him, to be Arraigned 
and Profcnbed. He persecuted Numidius 
goadratus, Catiliui Severus, and Turbo, very 
grievouily. He put to death Strvianus, his 
Sifters Husband, when he was in his Nineti- 
eth Year, only becaufe he would be fare, 
that he mould not out live him. In fine, he 
Perfecuted without remiflion both his Ser- 
vants and his Soldiers. As ready as he was at 
his Compoiitions, always in Pro/e and Verfe, 
and skilled in all the "Liberal Arts ; he yet 
laught at the Publick Profeffors of the Arts, 
and triumphed over them ; entered many times 
inco Solemn Difputes with all of them together, 
and with all t he Philofophers ; only for the 
Glory of Compofing better Books, or better 
Verfes than they. He excepted once particularly 
againft a Word,, which was ufed by Fawn- 
*us : who modeftiy fubraitung himfelf to him 
in it; but bsing blamed by his Friends for 
yielding the Caufe k> in a Word for which 
there was fufikient Authority to be produced 
out or good Authors; Favertnus made a very 
plcafanr. Jeft upon ir. Says he, My Friend}, 
you 
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you are much mijtahn, if yon do not allow me to 
believe him to be a Learnedtr Man than tu alii 
who is the Majler of Thirty Legions. 

So fond was he of his Glory, as to this Ta- 
lent, that he writ his own Life, and after- 
wards gave it to his Servants ("that were Scho- 
lars) to publiftiit only under their Names: Thus 
the Books under the name of Phlegm, are 
Hadrians. The Catachriani are his, which 
are extremely obfc'ure pieces, in imitation of 
Antimachus. The Poet Florut, having writ- 
ten to him, thus, as follows; 

Ego nolo Cafar effe, 
Amiulart per Britamos, 
Scytbicas pati Prttmat. 

7tatif t 

I deiire not to be C*far, . 
' To Ramble amongft the Britaint, 
And beftarved with the Frofts of Scytbia. 

He anfwered him again thus ; 
Ego nolo florin effe, 
Ambulare per Tabernaf, 
Latitare per popinas, 
Culicespati rotundos. 

That is, 

I defire not to be Florm, 
To Ramble amongft the Taverns, 
Skulk about the Eating- Houfe, 
And be ftung to death with Gnats. 

He 
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Hi$ He took more delight in the Antient Wri- 

Ltmiiig. tings than the Modern, and waspleafed with 
making Declamations. He preferred C*to to 
Cicero, Etsnius to Vvsfl> and Calms to Sal^fi ; 
the like Judgement he patted upon Homer and 
Tlsu. He pretended to underhand Judicial 
Ajhvky fa very well, that upon the Calends 
of January in the Evening he would ; con- 
ftantly fet down in Writing, what irt the 
whole enfuing year afterwards was to happen 
to him i inlbmuch that in that Year in which 
he died, he had written a Scheme of things, 
as far as to his laft hour. But although he 
gave himfelf the liberty, as hath been laid, to 
reprehend the Muficians, Tragedians, Come- 
dians, Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Philofo- 
phers, and Oratours, and to teize them per- 
petually with Queftions.yet he preferved a real 
Jbndnefs for them, and honoured thera with 
the marks of -his efteem : If he had been the 
occafion, that many rimes they went difiatif- 
fied from him, he (aid, He however took it ill, 
if. be faw any body do fo. He was more par- 
ticularly familiar with the Philofophers Efiffe- 
tut and Heliodorus, Pbai/mnus, was much in 
his favour. And when thefe Do&ors became by 
Age unfit any longer for their Profeffions, he 
took care of them , and difmift them from 
their Labours, with marks of Honour. 
Seme par- The Enemies which he had in his Private 
titular ^ Lif 6j he forgave afcer he was Erriperor. To 
Libtroh- one 0 f t hem, his Expreffion was, after he 
""' C ' was Emperor, It is well, jou have Efcafed me. 
He gave always Horfes, Males, Cloaths, Mc* 
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ny, and all their Equipages to his Officers that 
he fent into the Provinces. He often fent his 
Minifters upon the Feafts of Saturn Prefents, 
and accepted of others from them again. 
When he made a Royal Banquenc for the En* 
tertainment of a great number of Perfbns of 
the Court and the City, he hath ordered Difhes 
to he brought up to him from the lowermoft 
Tables, to fee whether they were well ufed 
there by the Servants of his Houfhold. His 
Prefents which he lent at any time to Princes, 
always exceeded thofe which they lent to him: 
He frequently' Bathed in Pubhck, and in the 
Company of all the World without diftimfti- 
on : which gave an occafion to a pleafant Paf- 
fage, which was this. There was a Veteran 
Soldier at the Bath, whom he had known in 
the War, fcrubbing .his Back and his Body a~ 
gainft the Wall in a Corner, by hfcnfelf. Ha- 
drian feeing him, asked him what was bis fancy 
to rub btmftlf fo agamft the Wuh ? The Man 
find, It n>at t Becaufe be bad never a Servant to 
tub bit*. Immediately Hadrian fent him one, 
and withal gave him an Eftatc to keep one. 
Another day, feveral other Old Men, in the 
like manner, were robbing themfelves againft 
the Wall, in hopes to provoke Hadrian to be 
as bountiful to them. But inftead of that he 
ordered them to be called out, and to take 
their turns to rub down one another. He 
was a lover of the Common People, and took 
a glory in fhewing it. Foftd of Travelling, 
and whatever he had read in Books concern- 
ing any part of the Earth, he was willing to 
learn 
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learn the truth of it upon the Place. He en- 
dured the Cold and the Weather (b hardily, 
that he never went with his Head covered. 
To fcveral Kings of the Countries where he 
came, he paid a great deal of refpeft. The 
raoft pit of whom entred into Leagues- of 
Friendlhip with him ; fome indeed flighted 
him. And to many he made great Preients, 
but no one Perfon greater than he did to Pba- 
rifmmes the King of Iberia ; to whom, befides 
other things which were Magnificent, he fern 
fifty Elephants. The Prefents in return, which 
that King fent to him, were aifo great. But 
among the reft he had (ent Tiinicks Embroy- 
deredm Gold: inderifionof which, Hadrian 
ordered Three hundred Malefa&ours to be 
drefled in the like Tunicks embroydered in 
Gold, wherein to fight upon the publick Stage 
the Prizes of the Gladiatours. , . 

When he fate upon Judgment in Perfon, 
he took to his affiftance not only his Courtiers 
and Friends, but the profeffed Lawyers ; efpe- 
daily Juvtntim Celfus, Salvias Juliantts, Nero- 
tius Prtfcm, and others, who were Men Uni- 
verfally approved by the Senate. He ordered 
amongft other things, that no Houfes in any 



the fake of rebuilding them in another, or 
transferring the Materials to another. He 
granted unto the Children of Perfons pro- 
fcribed, the twelfth part of the Eftates of their 
Fathers. He admitted of no informations of 
High Trealon. He refufed to ftand Heir to 
iuch as he did not know > neither would he 




accept 
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accept the Inheritances of thofe he did, in 
cafe they had Children of their own to enjoy 
them. Concerning Treafure-Trouve, his Con- 
ftitution was ; that if the Party had found it 
in his own Ground, he fhould take it to him- 
felf ; if he found it in anothers, he fhould 
give a Moiety of it to the Proprietor of that 
Ground ; if he found it upon the publick 
Ground, he fhould fhare it equally with .the 
Exchequer. He made it unlawful for Ma- Some of 
fters to put their Slaves to death ; and order- hit irfa ' / ° 
ed, that Slaves fhould be Tried and Condem- 
ned by the publick Judges as they deferved it. 
His Lawagainft fuch as had contained their 
Eftates, was, that if they were under their 
own Authority, they fhould be expofed to a 
publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 
! turned out of the Town. He took away the 
Private Prifbns, for Servants and Slaves, which 
had ufed to be before in the Hands of their 
Matters. He feparated the Baths for the di- 
ftin<a ufe of either Sex. If a Matter was found 
kill'din hisHoufe, he ordered that not all the 
Slaves fhould be put to the Queftion about the 
Murder, but thofe only who were near e- 
riough to have perceived and prevented it. 

The Country of Hetruri* nominated him to 
Be their Pmor, and he was Co, when he was 
Emperour. In like manner he was the Di- 
ctator, the vSdiUs, and the Duumvir , that is, 
the Chief Magiftrate fb called, of feveral 
towns in Lai 'mm. The City of Naples chofe 
him to be their Demarcbus. The City of Sevti 
in Spin, and that of Adri* in Italy, which' 
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were the two Places of the Defcent of him 
and his Anceftours, chofe him to be their 
jguinqnemtalu. At Athens he was the Archon, 

. In almoft all the Cities where he came he 
Built, and gave publick Sports to the People, 
At Athens he exhibited a Chafe in the Stadi. 
urn, of above a Thoufand Wild Beads. He 
never ferved himielf upon thefe occafions ol 
any Huntfmen, or Players from the City of 
Rome. At Rome the Pleafures of the Fefti- 
vals, which he Celebrated to the Honour of 

' his Mother in-Law were infinite. Amongft 
the reft he made the People a Largefs ol 
Aromatick Sacrifices : and upon the Fefti- 
vtls to the honour of Trajan he commanded 
the feveral Seats of the Theatre to be perfumed 
with Balm and Saffron. He had Plays of all 
forts a&ed in the Theatre, as antiently. Ha 
permitted the Comedians of the Court to A& 
in the Plays which were given by private Per- 
fbns. He exhibited in the Qtrtfue many wild 
Beafts, and many times a hundred Lions to be 
killed at a time. He often treated the People 
with Anticks and Mafquerades. He often went 
to fee the Combats of the Gladiators. A- 
mongft the infinite number of Works which 
he built in feveral places, he never caufed his 
own Name to be Engraved upon any of them, 
but upon the Temple of Trajan. He re-edi- 
fied the Pantheon at Rome, together with the 
Septa, the Temple of Neptune, a great many 
Religious Houfes, the Forum of Auguftus, and 
the Bagnio of Agrippa: all which he Confe- 
crated anew, but ftill under their Proper, and 
their 
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S their Antient Names. He built a Bridge over 
I the Tiber, which he called by his own name, 
1 together with a Sepulchre for himfeif near the 
I Wir. He tranflated the Temple of the God- 
I defs Cybtle from the place where it was to ano- 
| ther. He did the fame to a Colctfm which 
§ flood there, where now is the Temple-of the 
BCity. This was a great and a laborious' Task, 
lit was removed in the Pofture in which it 
Iwas ftanding ; being railed by the Architect 
^)£triaHus ; four and twenty Elephanps were 
fempioyed upon it- After he had Jte-confe- 
fcrated this vaft Coloft to the Sun, which be* 
Tore wasConfecrated L to Nero , whole Head 
ras to it, he propofed to build fuch another 
Monument to the honour of the Moon, by 
lie Hand of the Architect ApUodoria. 
1 H« was moft extremely Aftable and Cour- 
tods in his Difcourfes which he had with 
[erfons of low degree ; and he hated fuch as 
lould Envy him a Pieafure / which was fo 
[nlible to him, upon the pretence of mam- 
filing the* Gravity and Port of a Prince* 
It Alexandria, in the Academy, he both pro- 
ved feveral Queftions to be anfwered by the 
lofeflbrs, and anfwered others which they 
fipofed to him. Marias Maximm fays, that 
If as in his own Nature Cruel ; but yet that 
Ud many Pious and obliging thing? • the 
f i whereof was his fear, that he might 
wife have the fame Fortune with that 
h befel Domitian* Although he did not 
pities and Inicriptbns upon his Worksy 
jtawever ©ailed feveral Gkfej, even Cat 
f * iUii 
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thige it felf^ and a part of Athens, togethei 
with a multitude of Aquedu&s, after his own 
name. He was the firft who Created the Of 
ficer called Advocates Fifci, that is, Advocati 
His Ms- of the Exchequer. He had a happy Memory 
m:p and an( j admirable Parts. He dictated all his owt 
Speeches, and anfwered to every thing him 
(elf. There are feveral of his Jefts ; being ; 
rery pleafant Man in Converfation . Amongf 
the reft, this is one : an old Man in Gra' 
Hairs having asked him fbmething, which h 
denyed him, and coming to ask it again, bu 
with his Hair tinged firft unto a youthful co 
lour; fays he to him, I have already dtnp 
this thing te jour father. He remembred Per 
fons by their Names fo very well, withou 
the help of a Prompter, that though he hai 
heard them but once, he prefently corre&ft 
any one that miftook them. He remembrei 
even the Names of all the old Soldiers, whon 
he had disbanded. The Books which he read 
though they were out of the common way 
and difficult, he would repeat to you again al 
moft entirely by heart- At one and the (ami 
time, he Writ, Dictated, hearken'd to Dij 
courfe, and cifcourfed himlelf with his Mini 
fters. He retained in his mind all the Pub 
lick Affairs fo well, that no diligent Maflero 
a Family, bstter knows thole of his ow 
Houle. ' He loved his Horlcs and Dogs t 
that degiee, that he built them Tombs, an 
w; ;it them Epitaphs. He built a Town, whic 
he ca led Adriavotbera, in a certain place, i 
Afr?j; only becaufe he had hunted wii 
goc 
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I good Succefs there ; at what time he kill'd 
1 a Bear with his own hand. 
I He made an exadfc enquiry always into ail 
I things a&ed by the Prefidents of the Pro- 
I vinces, until he was fatisfied in the Truth. 
I He fufFered not his Servants, whom he had 
1 Manumitted, to Influence him, nor to be 
I thought to do fo. He faid, that it was <he 
I eafinefs of the Princes his Predeceflburs, which 
I had been the occafion always of the Vices of 
Ithofe Men. Therefore if any of his pre- 
I tended to have gained an Intereft in him, he 
Iprelently punifhed them. We have an in- 
Iftance of this Nature, in what he did particu- 
1 lady to one of them, whom he faw out of 3 
■ Window walking in the midft betwixt two 
■Senatours. It is fevere, and yet it comes 
llomething near to a piece of Raillery. He 
■font one to him, to give him a Box on the Ear, 
land to tell him ; That it was not for bim to walk 
\Utwixt two Senatourt, to whom be might (iill be 
\uiucedto be a Slave. Of all Dimes of Meat, his 
■fancy was efpecially for an Oglio of Pheafants, 
|Brawn,<^c. In his time a Famine, a Plague, 
land an Earthquake happen'd. For all which 
Ihe expiated the Gods by Sacrifices as much as 
Ik was poffible ; and generoufly fuccoured the 
IPeopleand the Cities, that were laid wail by 
pern.' There was alio an Inundation of the 
\TAer. He made feveral Cities free of Rome, 
and to others he remitted their Tribute. No 
'great Expeditions happened under his Reign. 
His Wars pafled over almoft in filence. He 
fas beloved by the Soldiers; becaufe he took 
F I always 
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always a great Care of them, and was ven 
bountiful to them. The Tartbians were hi 
ffedfaft Friends, becaufe he delivered then 
from the Yoke which Trajan had impofed up 
on them. He permitted the Armenians to hav< 
a King of their own ; whereas under Trajai 
they received a Roman Lieutenant. He du 
not exacfc of the Mtfcptamiani the Tnbuti 
whith was impofed upon them by Trajan 
The Countries of Albania and Iberia were verj 
aiiedionate to him : The Kings of the Hadri- 
ans lent their AmbafTadors to him, and hum 
bly dehVed his Friend/hip. 

He oftentimes himlelf appointed the Per. 
fons who mould be the Guardians to minen 
He took Care of the publick Manners, no lefs 
than he did of the Difcipline of the Army, 
He commanded the Senators and the Roman 
Gentlemen to appear always in Publick in 
Gowns. Accordingly himfeif, when in Italy, 
went always in a Gown. He received the Se- 
nators /landing, when they came to wait up- 
on him at his Banquets. He fettled, with the 
help of the Magiftrates for that purpofe, the 
Expences, beyond which no one mould ex- 
ceed in their Feafts ; which he reformed ac- 
cording to the a'ntient Julian Law. He for- 
bad the Citizens to appear attended with fc> 
much heavy Equipages as they did, coming out 
of the Country. He fufTered not the Baths 
to be opened before Two a Clock in the Af- 
ternoon, unlefs it was for the Sick. He was 
the fir/t of the Emperors who took of the 
Knights and Gentlemen to fervc him as his 
Secretaries. 



Vol. I. the Emperor Publius ^lius Hadrian! 71 

Secretaries. He had a Companion for ftch a- 
mongft them as were poor, and he knew were 
of an innocent Life ; as much as on the other 
hand, he hated a Man who was grown Rich 
by Craft. He took great Care to obferve the 
Holy Rites of the Religion of the Romans : 
\ But as for others which were of Foreign Infti- 
\ tution, he flighted them. He officiated in Per- 
il fon as High Priefr. He many times had Cau- 
• fes tried before him at Rome, and in the Pro- 
vinces ; admitting the Coniuls, the Prartors, 
and fbme of the beft Heads of the Senate to 
his affiftance, as his Council He cleanfed 
the Lake Fuc'mut. He appointed Four Pro- 
confiils for the Administration of Juftice 
throughout all Italy. At his coming into 
Africa it rained, which it not having done in 
that Country before in five Years ; this was 
an occahon that he was very dear to that 
People. 

Going always in his Travels in all Parts, 
with his Head uncovered, and many times in 
the greateft Showrs, and the greateft Colds, 
at laft he fell into a Sickneft, which obliged Hefek ns 
him to take to his Bed ; and being folicitous a- 
bout the Perfon whom he mould make a 
Choice of for his Succeffbur, his firfl Thoughts 
carried him upon Servianui ; but upon a fur- 
ther Confederation, as hath been faid, he put 
him to Death, together with Fufcut, whom 
he hated upon the account of certain Prefages 
and Prodigies which had happened, and which 
night give Fufcut the Encouragement to dare 
0 hope for the Empire, The like jealoufie 
F 4 which 
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which h? was inclined to have of Tktoriui 
Nepos, made him, that now he hated him, as 
much as before he had loved him. Thus he 
hated alio Terentius Gentianus, and ib much the 
morels he knew,that he was beloved by the Sc- 
Bis Jea. nate ^ ^ on > ne nac * an averfion to every one, 
leufit. upon whom he look'd with an Eye of iealoufie, 
as if they afpired to the Empire in his place. But 
ftili he however ftifled all the Motions of that 
Cruelty which was in his Heart, till fiich time 
as he was brought almoft to his laft, of a Flux 
of Blood at Ttvoli ; and then he ordered Ser- 
vians dire&ly to be put to Death, pretending 
he was one who had affected the Empire, ha- 
ving treated the Servants of the Court with 
Suppers, and fat himfelf down in the Chair 
which is for the Emperor, and courted the 
Favour of the Soldiers. Several others at the 
fame time by his Order, either publick or pri- 
vate were put to Death ; which is the lefs to 
be admired, becaufe Sabma, his own Confbrt, 
died fuddeniy after, not without a Sufpicion 
of her being Poyfoned by him. In the next 
Ue adefts place, he took up a Refolution to adopt Cejo- 
fijim ww Ccmmedus Verus, the Son- in Law of IV*- 
Veai* grims the Confpirator before mentioned ; be- 
ing a Youth whofe Beauty had formerly le- 
cbmmended him to him. So he accordingly 
did it, and called him by the Name and Title 
of ty£lms Verus Cafar , how difpleafing fbever 
this was to others. To honour whofe Adop- 
tion, he gave the Games of the Cirque to the 
People.and beftowed upon both the People and 
the Soldiers a Free Bounty. He made him aPrz- 
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tor, and gave him immediately the Charge of 
the Province of Pannonia. He created him a 
Gonful, and furnifhed his Expences. He ap- 
pointed him a fecond time Gonful, till feeing 
him in fo ill a Condition of Health, as not 
to be one likely long to live. Have, faid he, 
defended upon a falling Wall, and the Pour Thou- 
fand Seftcrces are loft, which I /pent upon the 
People and the Soldiers upon the Adoption of 
Gommodus. And indeed Commodus was 10 
ill, he, was not able fo much as to go and re- 
turn his Thanks to Hadrian in the. Senate, for 
the Honour which he had done him. And ha- 
ving taken at iaft a Dofe which happened to be Who Aits], 
too ftrong for him, his Illnefs redoubled, and 
he fell into a Sleep, in which he died, the firft 
Day of January ; which being a lblemn Day 
for Congratulating the Emperor upon the 
New Year, and of making Oblations to the 
Gods, there was an Order from Hadrian to 
put off the Mourning on that Day for his 
Death. 

v£lius Verus Csfai being dead, and Hadrian 
finding himfelf ftill worfe, as to his own In- 
difpofition, he adopted next Arrius Antoninus, ? V w 
who was afterwards called Antoninus the Pious ; n 0nm 
that is, he adopted him upon this Condition, 
that Antoninus fhould adopt two others, who 
Were Annius Verus, and Marcus Antoninus : who 
as they were both afterwards Emperors, were 
the firft Two that fate upon the Throne toge- 
ther, and reigned in Conjun&ioh wich one 
another. The reafon of giving to Arrius An- 
scnmtu the Title of the Pious was, becaufe he 
fhew'd 
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fhew'd himfelf fb careful of his Father-in- Law 
in his great Years, that he led him by the 
Hand, as he went to, or came from the Se- 
nate ; or according to others, becaufe he was 
the Occafion of the Prefervation of the Lives 
of feveral of the Senators, when Hadrian was 
in his Frenfie for killing them ; or laftly, be- 
caufe he performed great Honours to the Me- 
- mory of Hadrian after his Death. However it is, 
there were many who regretted the Adoption 
of Antoninus, and efpecially Catilm Several, 
the Governonr of Rome : who was diligently 
paving himfelf a way to the Throne, which be- 
ing difcovered, he was deprived of his Place, 
His Tmfa- and another Perfbn put into it. Hadrian im- 
tteuce in patient under the laft Pangs of Life, com- 
*** Stei i- manded a Servant to run him through with a 
mJi ' Sword. Anton'mus being made acquainted with 
this, went in to bim, in Company with the 
Officers of the Court, and befeeching him to 
take his great Sicknefs, as it was unavoidable, 
with more conftancy, he was angry at them, 
and commanded that the Difcoverer of what 
he had faid to the Servant mould be put to 
Death. But Antoninus faved him, and faid, 
That be (honld think bmftlf a Parricide, if be 
Qxuld fufer Hadrian, who bad adopted bim, to 
be murdered. Then he made his laft Will, not 
forgetting therein the Intereft of the State. 
He endeavoured, after he had made his Will, 
to kill himfelf with his own Hand. But the 
Weapon was wrefted from him ; and this 
made him perfe&Iy furious. He commanded 
a Phyfkaan to gi?e him Poyfon, who, it is 



Vol.! the Emperor Pub\imIE\ms Hadrian. 75 

faid, chafe to kill himfelf upon the Place, ra- 
ther than to Poyfon his Prince. 

About this time, there came a certain Wo- 
man, who laid, She bad been admonifhed in a 
Dream, that Jhe (hould go and advife Hadrian 
not to kill himfelf, becaufe he would one d*y re- 
cover ; which (he not obferving to do as me 
was ordered, me pretended me had been ftruck 
blind upon it. However, me (aid, (be was com- " 
manded upon the fame Errand again, and told , 
that when jfke had done it, and bad kifjed the 
Feet of Hadrian, jfie ffuulJ receive her fight ; 
fo me did it, and me received her Sight ac- 
cordingly, after framing her Eyes in the Wa- 
ter of the Temple from whence me came. 
There came out of Pannonia to Hadrian, whilft 
he was in a Fever, a Man, who alfo preten- 
ded he had been long blind ; who touching 
Hadrian, not only received his Sight, but alfo 
Hadrian was quitted of his Fever : that is, fays 
Marius Maximus, Tbefe things were all a Fi- 
if ion, of the Contrivance if Antoninus, to bial the 
wounded imagination of Hadrian, and divert him 
from murdering btmfelf. Then Hadrian went 
to Baue, leaving Antoninus at Rome to govern : 
but nothing at that Place doing him good, he 
lent for Antonmae to him, and died in his pre- 
fence at haia upon the Sixth Day of the Ides WsDeath 
of July. A little before his Death, he ordered 
Scrvianus, who was Ninety Years old, as I faid, 
to be kilPd, only becaufe he mould not out- 
live him, and as he imagined, gain the Em- 
pire. Many others for pretended Offences 
he ordered likewife to be fo ferved ; but 
Antoninus 
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Antoninus preferred them. Dying, he fpokc 
thefe Verfes ; 

Animula vagula, blandula, 
Hofpes ccmefjue corporis, 
Qua nunc abtbis tn loca ? 
Pallsdula, rigiJa, nudula t 
Ntc ut folcs dabis jocos. t 

That is, 

My little fluttering flattering Stul, 
My Body's confiant Gutfi and Mate 
To what gloomy Place doft go ? 
Pale and numrnd, and ftript of all, 
No more to jejt, as thou baft wont. 

He was the Author of fome Greek Verfes of 
this fort, which were not much better. He 
lived Seventy Two Years, Five Months, and 
Seventeen Days ; and reigned Twenty One 
His Ter. Yea. s and ElcvenMonths. He was tall and well 
fauge. made as to his Perfon i his Hair naturally 
Curling ; a long Beard, which covered fbme 
Spots which he had upon his Face, and of a 
robuft Gonftitution. He rid and walked very 
well; exercifed himfelf conftantly at Arms, 
and che Javelin; often hunted, and hath kill'd 
a Lion with his own hand ; his Friends hun- 
ted in Company with him. At his Banquets, 
he had the divertifements of Tragedies, Co- 
medies, Dancing, Muiicians, Rehearfers, and 
Poets. He built a Houfe at the City of Tiveli, 
which was an extraordinary Structure; and 
gave the Kames of the Ljaeum, Acadtrnta^ 
?rjtananm s 
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Ptjtananm, Canofus, Facile, and Tempe, which 
are the moft Famous Names of Places abroad, 
together with others of th« Provinces, unto 
the feveral Parts of it ; and that he might 
leave nothing undone to adorn it, he repre- 
fented in another Part in Painting, the In- 
fernal Regions. The Signs which forefhew'd 
his Death, were thefe : As he was in his Pray- HisDiatb 
ers on the laft Anniverfary of his Birth, fore-Jhem- 
recotnmending Antontnus, his Son, to the Gods, ei - 
the Lappet of his Robe which he threw over 
his Head, flipt down of it felf, and left him un- 
covered. A Ring which had his Effigies cut 
upon it, fell in like manner of it lelf, off 
his Finger: The Day before that, there came 
one, I know not who, fcrieking and crying 
into the Senate ; none of the Senate underftood 
what he (aid ; but yet Hadrttn was moved at 
him, as if he had laid (bmething concerning 
his Death: Speaking to the Senate, inftead 
of fefl flit mimmtm^Ksx theDeath of my Son, 
which he intended to lay, he faid, pofi mortem 
mum, after my Death. He dreamt that he 
had asked, and had obtained of his Father a 
Potion to make him fleep : Another time, that 
he was oppreffed by a Lion. 

After his Death a great many Perfbns fpoke 
very hard things againft him. The Senate 
would have made void his Ads ; neither had 
he been deifyed, but that Antoninus begged 
it ; who not only did this, but built a Tem- 
ple to him at Yovu$h, and inftituted in his 
Honour Games to be celebrated every Five 
Years, and appointed him his Priefts and Fra- 
ternities, 
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ternities, with all other things belonging to the 
Service of a God. Upon which account it 
was, as many thinJc at leaft, and as I h*?e 
already intimated, thai the Title of -the fiom 
was given to Antcomiu. 
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MELIUS SPARTIANUS: 



TO THE 

EMPEROR 

D10CLESIAN, 

JEnvs Spartianus his Slave wijhetk 
Health. 

AS it is my Htfign, Sir, humbly to lay at 
the Feet of your Majejty, who are tbt 
greateft of fo many Prince j, an Account, 
mt »nly of the ft who have fate upon the 
Roman Throne before you, as J have already 
done in the Princes from Julius Captor, down un- 
to Hadrian, but of tbofe alfo who either have 
btm 
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been honoured with the Title of Gefars, or upon 
any other Account have bad the Reputation to he 
propofed for the Crown, although they did not after- 
wards fuccetd to it. I cannot omit here the Life 
efpeciaSy of jElius Verus Casfar, who wot incor- 
porated into the Royal Family by the adoption of 
Hadrian, hut enjoy d the Name only of a Gasfar, 
and did not live to be Emperor. And becauft 
there is but little to be [aid of him, and the 
"Preface ought not to be long in a fucb [mall Nar- 
ration as this, I immediately proceed. 

Cejmius Cemmodus, or as he is otherwife cal- 
led ts£lius Verus, was adopted by Hadrian, 
when the Maladies of that Prince, irfcreafin? 
upon him with his Age, prefled him to appoint 
his SuccelTour,- after his return from his many 
Travels about the World. His Life affords us 
nothing that is more memorable than fhis, to 
wit, His Quality as a Catfar ; given him not 
Tkt Jlgni- by a laft Will and Teftament, as formerly it 
f canon cf had defcended ; nor yet was it given hirrf in 
Cartar - the manner, in which the Adoption of Trajan 
was by Nerva ; but fo as in our time, Maximia- 
nus and Confiantim have been created Ctfart 
by your Majefty ; that is, to fignify they are 
as it were, the Princes of the Blood, and the ap- 
pointed Heirs of the Empire. And becaufe it 
may be fit that fomcthing here mould be faid 
concerning the Name of Cafar ; the Opinion 
of the moft Learned about it, is, That he who 
was the firft called fo, was either called Cafar 
from an Elephant, which in the Language of 
the Moors is called Cefa, which he bravely flew 
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in the Field; or becaufe his Mother dying in 
her Labour with him, he »v*s Ventre Cafo nam, 
cut out of her Belly ; or bec«.u(e he was born 
cum magna Cdefarit, with much Hair upon his 
Head ; or becaufe ocuUt Ctjiis viguerit, he had 
Grey Eyes, which were bright and vigorous 
t to a Miracle. However it is, it Was certainly 
a happy Neceffity that was the occafiori**>f a 
Name fo famous, which is like to be as Eter- 
ternal as the World: The perfon, of whom 
we at present (peak, refceiv'd it in virtue of 
his Adoption by Hadrian. His Father was 
Ccjonius Cmmoduj , whom others call Verut, 
others Lueiut AurtUut, others Artniut. All his Hit A n ~ 
Anceftours were Perfons of good Quality, c $ 9 li' r ^ 
whofe Original for the raoft part was out of ^ 
the Country of Httruria, or the City Fatnza. 
Of which Family we fhall have an occafionto 
fpeak more fully hereafter, in the Life of Lu- 
cm Aurtlius CtjoniutCommodut Vtrut Antoninus, 
the Son of this Vtrut, whom Amen'mus the Pious 
was commanded to Adopt. For in that Life 
will be contained every thing which concerns 
the Stem of this Houfe, as it gives an account 
of a Prince who hath a great many mors 
things to be faid of him than this here. 

So ts£lius Vtrus being Adopted by Hadrian, 
in the time, as 1 have faid, that he was very 
iveak, and was neceffirily to think of a Suc- 
:eflbur, and being prefently made a Prsetor 
;pon ic, and appointed to be the PrefidentoF 
"amenta, he was in the next place Created 
-onful : and in regard that he was the Perfon 
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defign'd for the Empire, he was appointed « 
be Gonful a fecond time. A. Largefs wa 
given to the People upon the occafion of hi 
Adoption, and three thoufand Sefiertiums a 
mongft the Soldiers , and the Games of th< 
Cirque Celebrated ; fo that nothing was o 
mitted to be done in order to proclaim a pub 
lick joy : and his Intereft with Hadrian becami 
Hit Be- j n g ne f 0 great, thit he alone obtained froir 
wlu whatever he defired, upon "the leaft Let 

'proline:. £ et which he wrote to him. Nor was he want 
ing to the Province to which Hadrian preferrec 
him. For although he might not arife to th< 
fame of a Governour of the higheft Form 
yet he managed his Affairs fo well, or rathei 
fo fortunately, that he was efteemed to com* 
up to the next ftep to that Character : but or 
the other Hand he was fo fickly and fo feeble 
that Hadrian foon repented himfelf of hii 
Adoption, and perhaps if he could, he woulc 
willingly have removed him again, if he hac 
lived, out of the Royal Family, becaule he m 
often placing his thoughts on others, whom he 
might admit to the fame. Some, who havi 
been very diligent to Collect the Life of H* 
drtan, pretend to fay, that Hadrian under- 
flood very well the Nativity of Vtrm\ and not 
fo much approving him for a Perfbn to make 
an Emperour of, he had Adopted him ra 
thee to ferve his Pleafures, and to fatisfie a 
certain PafEon which he had conceived foi 
him : and what upon this occafion was a&ed 
betwixt him and Verm, was kept'fecret un- 
der an Oath. Indeed that Hadrian was really 
skilful 
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skilful in the Science of Aftrokgy, is what is 
fo fully attefted by Martus Maxima/, that he 
fays, that he Calculated the future Paflages of 
all the days of his own life, to the very hour 
in which he dyed. 

It is befides certain enough , that Hadrian 
hath many times applied to Vtrtu, out of Vir- 
gil, thefe words ; 

Oftendent ttrris bune tantumfat^ nee ultra 
i Eft fine*.* 

The Fates will, he fhall but to th* World be 
mown, 

And from its earneft Grafp be hurried loon. 

Walking one day in his Garden, he was 
pleafed very much with repeating thele words, 
and a learned Man being wich him, in which 
fort of Convention he dehghted, becaufe it 
was popular, who defired to add, as it is in Virgil, 
— Nimium <v»bis Romana Tropago 
Vif* potent, fuptri, propria b*e ft dtma fuiffent $ 

To th* Gods the Roman Power would feem 
I too great, 

If. their own Sway they could perpetuate. 

Hadrian replycd, that that part of the Cha- 
u&er did not eonfift with the Fate of Vc 
nt ; and then he added himfelf, as follows,? 

Minibus date lilia plenir, 

Purpureos fpargam flortt, animatm/ae ntpotis 
Hit faltem accumulm donis, &fungar inani 
Mmere . G a Come 
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> Come, hither bring 

HanJfuls of Lilies, Flow'rs of purple btw 
Upon his baleful Corps Vie freely ftrew, 
TVttb theft poor Gifts fie pleafe his fleeting Ghojl 
Vainly be/tow'd, alas, on one for ever loft. 

Another time he expreffed himfelf concern' 
ing him thus, and laughed, J have Adopiu 
mj felf a God, and not a Son. Nor was th( 
Event different from the Horofcape which hi 
had drawn of it : For when ts£lius Verut wa 
remrned from his Province, and had providet 
himfelf a very fine Oration, which is now 
Extant; whether it was of his own Com 
poling, or that his Secretaries, or his Rhetori 
cians did it for him, in which, upon the Ca 
lends of January he was to have return'd hii 
thanks to Hadrian for the honour which k 
His had done him; he inftead of that died upon 
Death. tnat ver y Jay, and it was forbidden hy Et- 
drien to obferve the Mourning for him then, 
becaufe of the Vows and the Congratulations 
intervening, which are the peculiar bufineii 
Dedicated to the firft day of January. 
Ci:s- He was one who patted his time in a courfs 
racier. 0 f p] ea f urC) an d na d been inftru&ed in Let 
rers ; but more acceptable unto Hadrian, at leaf! 
as fome would have it, more for the lake of his 
Beauty, than any thing eife. He had not been 
long at the Court. His private life, as it was 
not admiiable nor much to be commended 
for his Virtues ; fo neuher was it much iab]e& 
to be reproached. He was mindful of the Fa- 
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mily into which he was Adopted^ Went al- 
ways neat and proper in his Drefs; had the 
Meen and Air of a Prince , an obliging 
Afoe<5t, a handfome way of exprefling him- 
felf, ready at the making of a Verle, and no 
unfit Perfon for the Service of the State. 
Tho/e who have written his life, have made 
mention of a great many Pleafures which he Hij Plea _ 
delighted in ; and which although they are not [ ureK 
infamous, yet perhaps he was a little too much 
addi&ed to them. The Oglio of Pheafanrs, 
Brawn, &c which was Hadrians great Difli, 
i's faid to have been of the invention firft of 
ts£liui Verus. And another fort of Pleafureof 
his invention was this : he made himfelf a Bed 
with fotir Heads to it ; that is to every Quar- 
ter of it a Head, with Curtains all about of 
fine Net work: and ftrewing it full of the 
Leaves of pick d Rofes, therehe lay enjoying 
his Concubines, . and his Company, covered 
with a Sheet of Flowers, and perfumed with 
the Odours of Ferfta. He had always the 
Books of OWs Amorum upon the Bed with 
I him, together with Martial the Epigramma- 
tift, who he faid, was his Virgil. And not to 
omit his other , though more inconfiderable 
A&ions ; he gave his Lackeys and his Cour- 
riers Wings to their Cloaths, like fo many Cu~ 
fids i and he called them by the names of the 
Winds. One he called Boreai, another Noiw, 
another. Abulia or Circius, and fo of the reft -r 
and he made them run perpetually, and un- 
mercifully. He told his Wife, when ihe 
G 3 com- 
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complained, it is (aid , to him, of the liber 
ties which he took with other Women, A Wif, 
"wot a Ndme tf Honour, hut not of Pleafurt 
youwtll give me leave, Madam, to have 
Tleafures tL.efore eljewbere. His Son was An 
tonmvs Verm ; who was Adopted at the fam< 
time with Marcus Antoninus ; which two, Ve- 
rm and Marcus, Reigning in Conjunction af 
terwards with one another, are they who are 
called the Duo Augufti, in the Calendars ol 
the Confuls : Some of which Calendars have 
taken the GonfuMhips of the Duo Augufti for 
the lAZra, from which they Commence their 
Accounts of the Confuls. 

At the rime of his Adoption, Hadrian fpent 
an Infinite deal of Money upon the Soldiers 
and the People. But when he faw him fo 
fickly, and Co far gone in health, that he had 
not the force left to manage a Shield, I ham 
loft, fays he, the four tboufand Seftertiumi, 
ivbuh I ffent upon the Soldiers and the People'. 
I bsve Uand my felf againft a falling Well, 
and upon a Man, who is fo far from being able 
to fupport the weight of the State, that be is no 
fupport to my (elf. This it feems he fpoke to 
an Officer or the Houfhold, who repeated it 
again, till it came to the Ears of tsEltus Verm: 
who growing every day worfe and worfe with 
the concern co be fenfible, that he. was fo <3e- 
fpair'd of, Hadrian turned that Officer for 
difcovering it, out of his place; and was wil- 
ling to feem to mitigate, what he had (aid ; 
but this was all one. For in fine, as we have 
already 
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already faid, Lucius Cejonius CommoAus Verut 
i^Uus Cafar, for he was called, by all thefe 
names, died ; and was buried with all the Ce- 
remonies obferved at the Funerals of Princes; Honour 
the only Royal honour, which he ever had, </< "»f 
being thole at his death. Hadrian, who re- 
gretted his death like a good Father, was a 
long time afterwards dubious upon what ha 
fhould do: at laft he Adopted Antoninus the 
Fieus, as he was called ; upon whom he im- 
pofed this condition,thac Antoninus fhould like- 
wife Adopt Marcus and Vtrus, and fhould 
Marry his Daughter, not to Marcus, but to 
Vtrus. And this was one of the laft things he 
(poke to. He had been ufed to fay ; that a 
Prince ought to dye found of mind. Then 
hegrewworfe, and the Complication of his 
Maladies carried him off 

He had ordered large Statues to be fee up 
in all parts to the honour of v£tim Vtrus Car 
far, in fbme Cities and Temples. Alfo he ad- 
mitted his Son, whom he had obliged Antoni- 
nus to Adopt, into the Royal Family, as his 
ownGrandfon; often faying, Let the Empire 
have all that it can of ofulm Vtrus. Verus the 
Son brought no fmall Luftre to the Imperial 
Family, efpecially by his Clemency. This is 
what I have thought fit to obferve concern- 
ing \Allius Vtrus Cafar: whom I wou!d|noto- 
mit, becaufe 1 have made it my refolution to 
write the Hiftory of all thofe, who fince Ju- 
lius Cafar, the Emperour, have been either 
ailed Emperours, or Cajars, or have been 
G 4 * Adopted 
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Adopted into the Imperial Family, and Gon- 
fecrated the Sons or Kinfmen of Emperours, 
by the name of Cafars. In which, though 
there is no neceffity that obliges me to it, as 
fome think, I fliall fatisfie, at leaft, my own 
Inclinations, whatever I.do as to others. 
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Titus Aurtlius Fulvius Bononiut Antoninus, 
called the Pious, derived his Origin by 
his Father's fide, from Nifmes in Ltn- 
l»tdoc. His Grandfather by his Father^ fide His e x . 
was Titus Aurtlius I Fulvius, who through fe- nation. 

veral 
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veral other Honours, came to be twice a Con- 
ful, and to be the Governour of the City .of 
Rome. His Father was Atat3.au Fulvius, who 
was alfo aConful, and a Perfon of great Virtue 
and Integrity. His Mother was Arria Fadilla. 
His Grandmother by his Mpther's fide, Bojo- 
via PnxMa, His, Gfandfafher by the fame 
fide, Anita AManmut who was twice Gon- 
ful, and a holy virtuous Man ; who inftead of 
Congratulating, compaflionated Nerva, to fee 
him advanced to that difficult Station of a 
Prince. His Wife's Father was Ju)w Lupus, 
a .Conful. His after, by the fame Venter, 
was Julia FadiUa. His Wife was Amita Fau- 
fiina : by whom he had two Sons and two 
Daughter. The eldeft Daughter married Za 
mia SjUantu : theyonger to Mar cut' Antoninus. 
Antoninus Pius was born at a Seat near Lavi- 
»/<*, in the Campagna di Roma y upon the thir- 
teenth of the Calends of O5o£#r, in the Con- 
fulfhips'of Domitian and Cornelius Dolabtlla; 
which was then the twelfth time of the Con- 
fullhip of Domitian. He was brought up at 
another Seat, called Laurium, upon the Awe 
lian way; where he afterwards built a Palace, 
which hath fome remains of" it, Handing at 
% this day. He pafied his Infancy betwixt his 
two Grandfathers, foraeumes with the one, 
and fbmctime's the other ; and being very du- 
tiful and obfervantto all his Relations, feveral 
of them left their Eftates to him, which made 
him very Rich. 
His ?er. Hc was handfome as to his Perfon, full of 
and Cm- Wit, °f a ^ weet an ^ courteous Behaviour, a 
dmir.:. generous 
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generous Countenance, Eafie, Eloquent, and 
of a polite Literature. He was Sober, a greac 
lover of the Country and Agriculture ; Mild, 
Bountiful ; not coveting other Men's Goods ; 
Difcreet, and all this without Vanity. He 
was every thing, which is commendable'; 
and may be very juftly compared with Num* 
PompiliHs, according to the Opinion of moft 
good Men. The Senate conferred upon him *b 
the Title of the tiout, either becaufe he was J??"™ 
ufed to lead by the Hand, in their fight, his F,ou '* 
decrepit Father-in Law to and from the S2- 
nate ; (tho' it would be rather, an impious 
thing not to difcharge fiich a Devoir, than it 
is an Argument of great Piety to do it ;) orbe- 
caufe it was he, who had preferved the lives of 
thole whom Hadrian in his Frenzy had com- 
manded to be murdered ; or becaufe he decreed 
fuch infinite and unexpected Honours, to Ha- 
drian his Father, after his death ; or becaufe 
when Hadrian would have killed himfelf, he 
hindred him from it with all the care he could ; 
or laftly, becaufe he was in his Nature a moft 
mild Perfon, and had done nothing that was 
difobliging or Cruef in all his life. He lent 
out his Money at the fmall Intereft of four w 
ptr Cent, to affift the Poor in their Occasions, 
with that Fortune which he had. He was a 
generous Queftor; fplendid and noble when 
he was a Praetor, and Confal in Conjunction 
with Catilius Sever*. He lived for the moft 
part in the Country, all the time he was a 
private man; but wherever he was, he was in 
great renown. So that when Hadrian com- 
mitted 
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mitted the Affairs of Italy unto the Admini- 
ftration of four Proconluls, he made a choice 
of him to be one of them, to Govern in that 
part where he had the greatelt Eftate: in 
which he equally confulted the Honour and 
the Repofe of this great Perfon. 

He received an Omen of his future Succef- 
fion to the Empire, in the time of this his Ad- 
Omens of miniftration. Foramongftthe Acclamations 

/hi' Em. Bench in the Court, lome cried, Augufte, 

frre. Dii tt fervent ; Tbt Gods ftve your Majefty. 
Next he was made the Proconful of Afta : 
where he behaved himfelf fo well , that he 
alone out did his Grandfather Arrius Antoninus; 
the Equity of whole Government no Perfon 
had ever furpalTed before. In this Proconful- 
fhip he received another good Omen of his 
future Reign. The Priefts, at the City of 
TraUes in Lydia , who according to Cuftom 
faluted the Proconluls upon their arrival there 
with an Ave Proconful, did not lay Ave Pro- 
conful to Antommts, but Ave Impcrator, Hail, 
O Emperour. At the City Ciz,i<jua upon the 
Propontu, a Crown which before ftood upon 
the Head of an Image of a God, was tran- 
ilated from thence, and found upon a Statue 
of Antoninus. His Statues throughout all the 
Country of Hetruria were covered with fwarms 
of Bees. As he went to Afia, he loft his 
eldeft Daughter. His Wife, they fay, was 
one that contracted a great many Cenfures, 
by the too great Liberties which (he allow'd 
herfelf in her Life and Conversation j which 
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Antoninus diflembled as much as he could ; 
but not without fome trouble to fopport her 
Credit. After his ProconfrHhip, he lived or- 
dinarily at Rome : where he was of the Council 
to Hadrian ; and in all things upon which Ha- 
drian confulted him , he made appear the 
fweetnefs of his Sentiments ; and gave his Ver- 
dict always on the moft mild and merciful fide. 

The occafion of his Adoption was thus, His A. 
When *>£lm Vtrut Cafar died, whom Hadrian d t" an - 
had Adopted in order to lucceed in the Em- 
pire, a day being appointed for the Senate to 
Aflemble ; Antonmut came amongft the reft, 
leading and fupporting by the Hand h«s decre- 
pit father-in-Law ; which was fo agreeable a 
fight, that Hadrian t fome fay, Adopted him 
for that very reafon. But yet this could no,t 
be all : becaufe Antoninus was one , who 
challenged his confideration upon other ac- 
counts. ?or he had always executed his part 
in the Govenment very well, and in his Pro- 
confulfhip had approved himfelf. a Perlbn of 
great Fidelity and Ability. Therefore when 
Hadrian had declared to the World that it was 
his intention to Adopt him, he took a time to 
deliberate with himfelf, whether he ihould 
confent to it, or no. This Condition was 
impofed upon him ; that as Hadrian did A- 

dopt him, (ohe (hould Adopt Marcus Anto- 
ninus, who was his Wife's Brother's Son ; and 
Lucius Varus, who was afterwards called V*ru* 
Antoninus, the Son of tABlius Verm Catfar who 
had been the firft Adopted by Hadrian, So 
Antoninus was Adopted upon the fifch'of the 
Calends 
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Ca lends of Mirth ; and having thanked Ha- 
drian \a the Senate for the great honour which 
he had done him ; he received the Proconfu- 
larand the Tribunirian Powers upon him, as a 
Colleague in the Empire with his Father. 
Then he prefented the Soldiers and the People 
with a Largefs upon this occafion ; he gave 
them betides, what his Father Hadrian pro- 
mifed them. He contributed a gwat deal to- 
wards the Works of Hadrian. The Tribute 
which upon the occafion of his Adoption was 
prefented him by Italy and the Provinces, he 
remitted wholly to the firft, and a Moiety of 
it to. the latter: and he was moft religiouity 
Obfervant of Hadrian all the time that they 
afterwards lived together. 
Bis Be- When Hadrian died at Bat*, Artttmmuivc- 
XT ™> ved his Rehques with all due Refpeft and 
Emptor. Ceremony to Rmn • where he laid him in 
State in the Gardens of Domttian ; $)d though 
contrary to the general Opinion,he caufed him 
to be received as a God. The Senate gave to 
Farfms, who was the .Confort of Antoninus, 
the Title of Aagujla, which he permitted. To 
himlelf they gave the Title of Pirns ; he ac- 
cepted it. He accepted very freely the Sta- 
tues, which they likewile decreed to the 
honour of his decealed Father.Mother, Grand- 
fathers, and Brothers. He accepted the Games 
of the Ctrque, which were appointed to Cele- 
brate his Birth-day. But other Honours which 
they offered him he refufed. He hung up a 
moft magnificent Shield to the honour of Ha- 
drian, and appointed him his Priefts. He 
removed 
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removed none of thofe, out of their Places* 
after he was Ernperour, who had been pro- 
moted by Hadrian. He continued the lame 
perfons Prefidents and Governors, feven or 
nine years together, if they deferved it, he 
viras fohttle given to change. He made many 
Wars by his Lieutenants. He overcame the 
Britains by Lollm UfVtcus; who at the fame 
time repulled the Barbarians, and built ano- 
ther Wall, which was of Turf; m that Coun- 
try, for a Partition betwixt the Roman- Britains 
and them. He forced the Modrs to (be to him 
for a Peace ; he Germans, the Daci, and fe- 
veral other Nations. The Jews in their Re- 
bellion were reprefled by his Prefidents, and 
his Commanders. He reprefled the rebelli- 
ous in Achat* and and the Alanim 
their Attempts were conftrained to contain 
themfelves within due Bounds. 

He ordered that his Receivers mould pro- 
ceed with all moderation ingathering the Tri- 
bute of the Provinces. If they exceeded their 
proper limits, he called them by his Authority 
to an account ; becaufe he was never plealed 
with a Gain, by which the Subject was op- 
prefled. He was always willing to hearken to 
the Complaints, which were made againft his 
Officers and his Receivers. He moved the Se- 
nate for a full Indemnity for thofe whom Ha- 
drian had in his Frenzy condemned to die j 
becaife he laid, Hadrian himfelf, bad be lived, 
tvquU have dene it. He mixt the Grandeur 
md the Majefty of an Ernperour with all the 
Civility of a Gentleman; which the more ad- 
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ded to his Grandeur. His method as to Bufr 
nets, was, not to pafs it through the Hands oi 
others, but to fpeak to the Party himfelf: 
which difabled the Courtiers from amufing 
and cheating People out of their Money, ai 
any time, with empty Pretences. He paid 
as great a refpe& to the Senate, when Em- 
perour, as be could wifh, when he was a Pri 
vate Man, it mould receive from any othet 
Prince- The Title of Pater Fatri*, or Fa 
ther of his Country; which the Senate gave 
him, but which he had declined to accept in 
the beginning, he afterwards received with s 
rtontar great deal of thanks. In the third Year of 
done to his Reign he loft his Contort Faufiin*. The 
Senate Confecrated her a Goddefs. They 
appointed her a Temple and Priefteffesi 
Games in her honour, and Statues of Gold 
and Silver. And Antoninus ordered that her Ef- 
figies fhould be carried in the Proceffion al- 
ways to the Gaines of the Cirque. He ac- 
cepted the honour of having his own Statue 
fet up in Gold, which the Senate had decreed 
him. He created Marcus Antoninus from a 
Quaeftor a Conful, at the Prayer of the Se- 
nate. He created Amius Verus, who was af 
terwards called Varus Antoninus, a Quseftor be- 
fore the due time by the Law. He Ena&ed 
nothing, neither concerning the Province?; 
nor any oiher Affairs without the advice of hi< 
Minifters, and then he formed his Conftituti- 
ons according to their Judgment?. He per- 
mitted himfelf to be feen by his Friends, un* 
drefled ; and fometimes wore within his Houfe^ 
Ooaths like any private Man. Sc 
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So great was his Diligence, and fo entire his Hit Dili. 
Application to Bufinefs, that he took a Care i« f 
oi all Perfonsand all Things, as particularly Modera* 
as tho' they were his own. All the Provinces lon ' 
fiourilhed under him : He put down theTrade 
of Informers. Never feWer Eftates were con- 
fifcated : The only Perfort profcribed, was 
Attilm Tatianus, who was convicted of a De- 
lign upon the Empire. For Antoninus forbad 
the Senate to enquire into his Accomplices, 
and continued his Kindnefs even to his Son, 
always in all things. It is true, Prifcianus died 
alfo, for having favoured him : But his Death 
was what he voluntarily committed upon him- 
felf; and he fuffered no more learch to be 
made into that Confpiracy. The Table of His Fru* 
Antoninus was luch, as to be Rich without Ex- Z al *V' 
travagance, and Frugal without any unhand- 
fomenefs: His own Servants furnifhed it: His 
own Fowlers, Fifhers, and Huntlmen. He 
expofed the ufe of his own Bath to the People, 
iritis ; and alter'd in nothing from the Cu- 
lloms of his private Life. He fubtra&ed Pen- 
fions from fuch as he few did nothing for them 
to deferve them ; becaule he laid, It was meft 
ihfurd and cruel, to fuffer that a State (hould be 
fied and gnawed by Perfons who contribute no- 
thing to it by their Service, but live in Idleneft. 
He diminifhed the Penfion of Mtfomedes, the 
Ijrick Poet of Crete. He informed himlelf in 
the Accounts of all the Provinces and their 
Tribute perfectly well. He gave his Daught- 
er his Paternal Eftate. but yet fo. as to hold 
H it 
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it of the Crown. He fold fuch of the Furni 
tare of the Palace, and all Superfluities, as hai 
only ferved'for the Luxury of former Empe 
rors ; and lived by .times, according; to the Sea 
Ton, at Lis own private Seats. He took n 
Journeys, but to go to his own Lands in Can, 
fania becaufe he feid, The Retinue of a Trim 
ts always heavy upon the Country through whu 
he pajjes, let him be at [paring as be can. Ns 
verthelefs, his Authority was great amongft a 
Foreign Nations, whilfthekept himlelf inn 
pole at Rome, the Heart and Centre, as it wen 
of the Empire; where by hisExprefles, he e; 
fily received the News of all Parts; He cont 
nued to give Largefles to the People, and tr 
Soldiers. He made a charitable Eftablifhmei 
~ for the Maintenance of certain young Chi 
df en, whom he called by the Name ofFauftm 
Children, in the memory of his Conlort. F 
His pub- Works at this day extant at Rome, are thefs 
li.'^r.rks a Temple to the Honour of Hadrian : Tl 
Gr*ufiaJium, after a Fire, he rebuilt : He r 
pair'd the Amphitheatre, the Sepulchre of H 
drian, the Temple of Agrippd, and the Bridj 
ellewhere calPd Tens Sublitius over the Tyber: I 
repair'd the Light Tower at the port ofGajeti 
and the Harbour at Terraeina ; as alio tl 
. Bagnio at Oftia, the Aqueduct a^Antium, ai 
the Temples of Lavinia. He furnifhed lev 
ril Cities with Money, either to make the! 
felvcs New Works, or to rcftore their Oli 
He gave to Magistrates and to the Senatoi 
Money, to inablc them the better to difchar 
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their Fun&ions with Honour. He refuted the 
Inheritances which were left him, where there 
were Children to enjoy the fame. He never 
turned a good Officer out of his Place, to put 
in another : Orfbitta the Governour of the 
City delired leave to lay his down: Gavins 
Maxima was Twenty Years together, the Cap- 
tain of the Guards under him ; a fevere Man: 
Succeeded afterwards by Tatiut Maximus. After 
whole Death he made Two Captains of the 
Guards, who were Fabiui Refeminus l and Cer- 
ntlitu VtBarim: Some faid, That a Miftrelsof 
Anminut was the caufe of the Preferment of 
the firft. NO Senatour was put to Death un- 
der this Prince. Nay, one who had con- 
feffed himfelf a Parricide, and by the Laws of 
Nature, deferred not to live, was bammed in* 
to a Defart Ifland, rather than to execute him. 
He relieved in a Famine, the want of Corn, 
Wine and Oyl, amongft the People, at the 
Expence of his own Coffers; by buying thole 
Commodities up, and giving them to the 
People for nothing. 

The Prodigies, and the Calamities which Calami- 
appen'd in his time were thele; the Famine *'« '» hit 
ft now mentioned ; then the Cirque fell into 
fen; an Earthquake deftroyed the Towns of 
pe Ifland of RboJes y and others mAfi*, which 
f rebuilt to admiration > a Fire at Komt con- 
ked Three Hundred and Forty great Houles, 
Wiich he rebuilt ; a Fire at the City Narbon in 
w>ZueJoc; another at Antiocb ; another in the 
W» at Carthage. There was alio an Inun- 
H i daciort 
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ProHgieJ. dation of the Tjber, and a Blazing-Star ap- 
peared. A Boy was born with Two Heads, 
and a Woman was delivered of Five Boys at 
a Birth. A Snake of a great Magnitude was 
feen in Arabia, which had devoured one half 
of its own Body from the Tail. A Peftilence 
in Arabia. Four wild Lions in Arabia came 
tame to the hand, and fufFered themfelves to 
be taken. 

RtfpeS of Pbarafmanet the King of Iberia came to Rom 
foreign to fee Antonmut, and paid him a greater Re 
Pr ', nc " fpea than he had done to Hadrian. He con 
' 1 ftituted Pacorus King of the Lazi, a Peopli 
near Iberia. He obliged the King of Partbit 
to withdraw his War againft Armenia , by onlj 
his Letter. King Abgarus out of the Eaft cairn 
to Rome to wait upon him, induced by onl; 
the Authority of his Name. He arbitrate) 
Differences betwixt Kings and Kings. Tin 
King of Partbia defired him to reftore thi 
Chair of State which had been carried awa 
from that Kingdom by Trajan: But this he rc 
fufed. He rcftored Rimttbaket unto the Go 
vernraent of the Boffbvrani upon the Maotu 
after a hearing of the Aflair betwixt the Pro 
curator there and him. He fent Succoui 
by the Euxtne Sea to the People of Olbitfd 
upon the Nieper, to affift them againft th 
Tartars ; and ha reduced theTartars to give He 
ftages to. the Olbiopolttei for the performance c 
the Conditions of Peace. No Emperor ha 
ever that Authority, as he, amongft Fore;i 
Nations. He was always a Lover of Peaci 
an 
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and often ufed that Sentence of Scipio, That 
bt bad rather fave out Subjeft, than kill a Thou- 
[and of the Enemy. 

The Senate had decreed, that the Months 
of September and Oftober fhould thenceforth ba 
called Antoninus and Faufiinmjn Honour ofhim 
and his Gonfort : But this Honour he refufed. 
He celebrated the Efpoufals of his Daughter 
Faufima with Marcus Antoninus , fo Nobly, that 
he gave the Soldiers a great Bounty upon that 
occafion. He created Vena Antoninm t after his 
Queftorfhip, a Conful. He fent for ApoUonim 
the Stoick, as far as from the City Chalets in 
Syria, to educate Marcus Antoninus ; and ha- 
ving invited him to the Court, in order to de- 
! liver his Scholar to him, and ApoUonim making 
Anfwer, That the Mafter was not to come to the 
Scholar, but the Scholar to the Mafier; he fmiled 
and (aid, As if it was eaJierforXpoWonms to come H ; f Can . 
fnm Chalcis to Rome, than to come from hisLodg- dmr. 
mgs to the Court. The Avarice of which Philo- 
fopher, he remarked by his acceptation of the 
Recompences which were promifed him. A- 
raongft other Arguments of the Piety of An- 
tminm, this is one ; that as Marcus Antoninus 
was weeping for the Death of one who had 
been his Educator, and the Courtiers would 
have diverted him from it, as an unfukable 
Oftentation of theKindnefs which be had for 
him, he faid to them, Give him leave to be, at 
k is, a Man ; for neither Thilofophy wr an Em- 
t'trt takes our Natural Affeilions frotnus. The 
Officers of the Provinces in his time, received 
H 3 from 
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from him, not only grea? Prefcnts, but fuel; 
as had not been Confuls, he honoured with 
the Marks of thoie that had. But if he found 
them guilty of Extortion and Bribery, tho 
he reftored the Fortunes of Fathers unto the 
Children, yet he did it under this Condition i 
that the Children fhould reftore to the Pro- 
vinces all that their Fathers had unjuftly ftoln 
from thence. He had all the Inclinations 
imaginable to A<fb of Grace and Pardon. Iq 
the publick Shews which he gave the People, 
he produced Elephants, Rhinocerots, Cro- 
codiles, Sea-Horfes, Tygers, and all forts ol 
Bearts from all Parts of the World. He hath 
expofed a Hundred Lions together at one 
Shew. 

His behaviour towards his Friends in his 
Reign, was juft the fame as before, when he 
was a private Perfbn ; and neither they, nor 
his Servants, whom he manumitted, pretended 
to nsake anv Gain to themfelves of their In- 
tereft in him ; particularly, he was very ftrift 
HiiRive- w «h the Latter. He was much delighted with 
i:t;m. the Diverfions of the Comedians, and in Fifh- 
ing, Hunting, Walking, and Talking with his 
Mimflers, to whole Entertainments he went; 
and fometimcs to the Feafts of the Vintage. 
He gave Honours and Recompences in 
Money, in the Provinces, to the Rhetoricians 
and the Philofbphers. The Speeches which 
are extant under his Name, are (aid by many 
to have been of the Compofition of another : 
but Marms Msxmut (ays they are truly his 
own. 
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own. He made Entertainments for his Friends 
in particular, and in publick. He never Sa- 
crificed by a Proxy, unlefs he was Sick. When 
he defired any Honour for himfelf or his Sons, 
he did all things as a private Candidate in the 
fame Cafe. He dined with his Minifters many 
times at their Houfes. He went one time to 
lee the Houfe of Omulus ; where admiring the 
Porphyry- Pillars which he had, and asking 
him from whence he procured them, Omulus 
/aid, When you cme x Sir, into a Strangen 
Houfe, you are to be both Dumb and Deaf. He 
took this patiently, as he did a great many 
other Jefts of the fame Perfbn. 

He made dirers Laws, in which he ferved His Laws'. 
himfclf of the beft Lawyers of his time, who 
were Vtnid'ius Ferus, Salvius Falens, Volufius 
Mttianus, Ulfius MarceSus, and Jabolenus. He 
put an end to whatever Seditions in any Part 
arofe ; not by Force and Cruelty, but by the 
Modefty and the Gravity of his Judgments. 
He prohibited the burying of the Dead with- 
in the City. He limited the Expences of the 
Games of the Gladiators. He facilitated things 
for the convenience of Travelling with all the 
Care he could. He gave Reafons For every 
thing he did, either to the Senate or in his E- 
Ai&s. He died in his Seventieth Year, but was HiDtath, 
as much lamented, then, as if it had been in 
the flower of his Age : And the manner of his 
Death, they fay, was this ; he had eaten with 
great Appetite at Supper, of the Cheefe which 
is made upon the Alps, but he brought it up 
H 4 again 
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again in the Night, and the next Day wa 
taken with a Fever; the third Day beinj 
worfe, he recommended the Empire, and thi 
Care of his Daughter unto Marcus Antoninus 
in the pretence of the Court. Then he or 
dered the Golden Image of Fortune, whicf 
always ftands in the Emperor's Bed-Chamber 
to be removed out of his Room into thai 
of Marcus Antoninus. Then he gave the word tc 
the Tribune, which was Equanimity ; and turn 
ing himfelf as it were to fleep, he died ai 
his own Seat at Laurium. He was light 
headed in his Fever ; at which times, all hi< 
Difcourfe was concerning the State, and 
the Kings who had given him an occafior 
of Difpleafure. He left his Paternal Eftate 
to his Daughter, and Legacies by his Will tc 
all his Domefticks. 
tfis Per- He was tall and graceful ; but being apt to 
linage, ftoop a little in his old Age, he then wore a 
pair of Bodice on purpole to keep himfelf 
ftrait. In a morning, when he grew in years, 
before he was vifited, he eat a little dry Bread 
for his Health. He fpoke a little broad, but 
yet agreeably enough The Senate made him 
a God, in which all People were forward to 
concur with them, becaule his Goodnefs, Cle- 
mency, Wit, and Sanctimony were univerfally 
efteemed. They decreed him all the Honours 
which had ever been beftowed upon the beft 
Princes. They appointed him an Order of 
'Pnefts of his own Name, a Temple, and the 
Honour of the Games of the Cirque. He' was 
abfolutelj 
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abfolutely the only one of all the Emperors 
who lived without having ever Ihed the Blood 
either of Citizen or Enemy ; and as his 
Reign was attended with the fame Felicity 
and Goodnefs, the lame Security and Reli- 
gioufhefs, with that of Num* Ptmpilmr, he 
may very well be put in the Companion with 
that Prince. He reigned Twenty Three 
Years. 



THE 



Vol. I, 



A. Cbrifii 



Life and Reign 

OF THE 

EMPEROR 

Marcus Jurelius Antoninus, 
The PHILOSOPHER. 

B Y 

JULIUS CAPITOLINUS: 

Addrefled to the 

EMPEROR 

DIOCLESIAN. 



MAr$m Antoninut was a Lover of Wif- 
dom, a Philofophical Man all his 
time, and the beft,as to the Sanftity 
of his Life, of all the Emperors before him : His 
N,i Ex- Father was Annim Ftrus.vrho died in his Praetor- 
traQion. /hip : His Grandfather was another A»»ius 

Verui, 
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Vtrm, who was twice Conful.and theGover- 
nour of the City of Rome ; having been ad- 
mitted amongft the Patricians by Vejpaftan and 
Tttus, when they were Cenfburs. His Uncle 
by his Father's fide was Annius Libt, a Conful ; 
the Emprefi Gakria Fauftina was his Aunt : his 
Mother was Somitia CalviUa, the Daughter of 
Calvifius Tullui, who was twice Conful; his 
Father's Grandfather was Annim Verus, origi- 
nally of Succuba in Spain, who was a Praetor 
and a Senator : his Mother s Grandfather was 
Cattlm Sevtrus, who was twice Conful, and 
Governour of Rome : his Grandmother by his 
Fathers fide was Ruptlia Fauftina the Daugh- 
ter of Rupilms Bonus , who was a Conful 
alfo. 

Marcus Antoninus was born at Rome, upon 
Mount deltas, in the Gardens there, the Sixth 
of the Calends of May, under the Confullhips 
of his Grandfather andyf«£w, which was then 
the Second Confuifhip of his Grandfather. His 
Family, if we carry it up to the higheft, is 
proved to partake of the Blood of Numa 
Pompilius by his Father's fide, according to 
Marius Maximus ; and by his Mother's, to 
come from Malennius, a King of the antient 
Sakntini in Naples, who was the Son of Da- 
Jumnus, who built Lop'ue. He was brought up 
where he was born, and partly in the Houle 
of his Grandfather Verus, hard by the Later an 
Palace. He had a Sifter who was younger 
than he, called Annia Cornificia. His Wife was 
Ami* Faufiina, who was his Coufin German 
by his Mother's fide. At firft his Name was 
Annius 
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Antrim Virus, from his Father and his Grand- 
father. Hadrian called him Anniut Veriffimus, 
becaufe of the Integrity of his Temper. But 
afterwards he re-aflumed his firft Name again 
of Armius Vtrus^ becaufe his Grandfather (his 
Father dying) adopted him, and educated 
him- 

He was from his firft Infancy grave and fe- 
rious ; and after he was out of thofe Years in 
Bn Edu- which Childrennare in the hands of theWomen, 
cuim. he was delivered to the Tuition of great Ma- 
fters, who prepared his way for Philofbphy. 
His Mafters to teach him his firft Elements of 
Letters, were Eupborim the Grammarian, Gt- 
minus a Comedian, and Andron, who was both 
a Mufician and a Geometrician. As thefe 
Three were they, who laid the Foundation 
for him to proceed to all other Learning, fo 
he ever had them in very great Refpeft. His 
Mafters to teach him Grammar were, for the 
Greek, Altxandtr ; for the Latin, Tropin Aper, 
PcIl;o, and Eutjcbws Vroculus of Sicca in Africa. 
His Mafters to teach him Rhetorick, were for 
the Greek, Amius Marcus, Canmius Cckr, and 
Herodes Atticus ; for the Latin, Fronto Cornelius ; 
amongft all which, he had a particular Re- 
fpecft for Fronto, and defired the Senate to fet 
up his Statue ; and Froculm he advanced to be 
a Proconful. He applied himfelf extremely 
to the Study of Philofbphy, whilft he was but 
And fro- y et a Youth. In his Twelfth Year he entred 
ficiency. himfelf amongft the Philofophers, wore their 
Habit/praftiled their Severities, ftudied as they 
did, lay upon the Ground, and was with great 
Difficulty 
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Difficulty perfiiaded by his Mother to make 
ufe of an ordinary Gouch. Cemmodus, whole 
Daughter it was deffgned that he Ihould mar- 
ry, was another. of his Matters; and alfo 
AfoUonius a Stokk Philofopher of Chalets in 
Syria. 

Such was his great Love to the Study of 
Philofophy, that after his adoption into the Im- 
perial Family, he went himfelf to the Houfe 
of ApoUmius to learn there of him. He likewife 
went to hear theDi<ftates oiSexttu a Philofepher 
of Charonta in Btetia, and theKinfmanof Plu- 
tarch, as alio Junius Rufticus, Claudius Maximus, 
and Cittfia Catullus, all Stoicks. For the Peri- 
patetick Philofophy he heard Claudius Severus. 
Amongft thefe, he had particularly a Relpe<2 **■ 
for Junius Rufiicus, and followed him ; being &. ea f er 
one who was not only excellent at the Stoici ^ pt „, e ' 
Philofophy, but a very underftanding Perfon ' 
befides, whether in Peace or War. With him 
he communicated all his publick and private 
Counfols: He laluted him always before he 
did the Captain of the Guards : He made him 
twice Conlul, and after his Death, defired the 
Senate to fet up his Statue. He had that great 
Honour for his other Mafters, that he let up 
their Images in Gold in his Glofet, and vi- 
fited their Sepulchres, which he adorned with 
Crowns, and Victims, and Flowers. To all 
this, he ftudied the Law, in which he heard 
the Dictates of Lucius Volufius Metianus. Ia 
fine, the Labour and the Travel which he be- 
llowed in Study, really affe&ed his Health ; 
his excefs in it, was the only Fault of his 
Youth. 
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Youth. He went often to the Declamations 
at the Publick Schools. His fellow Students, 
whom he more particularly loved, were Sejus 
fufcisnm, and Aufidtas VtBcrinw, of the Se- 
natorian Families : and B*bitu Ltmgui,' and 
Caknus, of the Gentlemen : to whom he was 
very generous, and fuch as he could not for 
the condition of their lives prefer to Employ- 
ments, he inriched by other means. 

He was Educated in fome fort in the bo- 
fome of Hadrum, who called him, as I have 
(aid, Annua Vcriffvmui, and at fix years of 
Age conferred a mark of Honour upon 
him, and at eight years of Age, put him into 
the College of the Prieftsof Mars: in which 
he palled through the fcveral Furuftions and 
Offices of that Order, not without receiving 
an Omen there of his fucceffion to the Em- 
pire. He put on the Roman, that is, the Man's 
Gown in his fifteenth year » and prefently the 
*?' " Daughter of Litem Cejtmiut CtmmoJut was 
cwr*. c ontra a c d to him, according to the laft Will 
of H*drtm. He was left the Governour of 
Rome, in the intenm whilft the Confuls went 
to the Sacrifices of the Latin* Feria upon 
Mount Albcm. In which honour he ac- 
quitted hirafelf to the general Approbation. 
He releafed all his Paternal Eftate to his Sifter. 
His Mother would have advifed him to divide 
it only ; but he (aid, he was contented with the 
Eftate of his Grandfather; and if ftte pleafed, 
ihe alio might give his Sifter her Eftate to 
make her the better match for her Husband. 
He had fo much complaifan€« for others, 
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that he flittered himfelf to be : perfuaded, fome- 
times againft his will, to go either to the 
Chafes of the Amphitheatre, or the Ways of 
the Stage, or other Shews. He learnt Paint- 
ing, in which his Matter was Diogtsetus. He HisExer- 
loved the Games of Fencing, Wreftling, Run- "f" and 
ning, Fowling and Hunting, for Exercife. ^ r *~ 
He played at the Ball. But above all thefe things 
the ftudy of Philofophy gained his Heart; 
and rendred him perfe&ly grave and ferious. 
Not but that yet he was in all refpe&s obliging 
and courteous to every one ; especially his 
Friends, and fiich as were but in the leaft 
known to him. So that he was Referved with- 
out Opiniatrety, Modeft without Flatne£, and 
Grave without Aufterenefi. 

This being his Character, when Hadrian, 
after the death of <s£liut Vtrus Cafm was to 
chufe fome other Perfon to be his Succeflbur 
in the Empire, which this Youth was not Pro- 
per for as yet, upon the account of his Age, 
being then only eighteen years old ; he A- 
dopted Antoninus the Viom, who was Uncle 
to him, under a condition that Pius fhould 
Adopt Marcus , and that Marcus fhould A- 
dopt Lucius CommoJus Vtrut. Marcus received His A- 
the News of his Adoption, more with a Con- doftiom 
ftemation, thin Joy ; and when he was op- 
dered'to be removedinto a Houfeof Hadrian's, 
it was with an unwilling mind, that he took 
his leave of that of bis Mother^ Irtfomuch 
that his Servants asking him, whj* he came To 
fad into the Royal Family, he reafbned with 
them upon the Evils which are contained in 
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the life of a Prince. Then he began firft to be 
called, inftead of Amius, Marcus Aurtlius' 
becaufe by the Right of his Adoption he was 
Tranflated into the Aurtlian Family, that is, 
into that of Antoninus Paw.. This was in the 
eighteenth year of his Age, under the Second 
Conmllhip of Antoninus his (now) Father : 
and the Senate difpenfing with him , as to 
that Age, at the requeft of Hadrian he was 
made a Qusftor. He paid to all his Rela- 
tions, after he was Adopted, the fame Re- 
fpefe altogether, as before. He obferved his 
Studies as much, and was as good a Husband of 
his Expences : and he refigned himfelf wholly 
both to ad, fpeak, and think, according to 
the inftru&ions of his Father. 

When Hadrian dyed at Baue, and Pita was 
alfo gone thither to remove his Body to Rome ; 
Marcus Antoninm was left at Rome to order the 
Funeral Obfequies of his Grandfather; and 
being then Qyarftor, he exhibited to the People 
the Games of the Gladiatours. Now Hadrian 
had ordered, when he Adopted Antoninus Pius, 
that Pius mould Marry his Daughter to Verm 
the Son of t^lius Verus Catfar, and that the 
Daughter of Lucius Cejonius Commodus mould 
Marry Marcus Antoninus. But Verus was hot 
as yet of an Age for that Daughter. There- 
fore when Hadrian was dead, it was thought 
fit by Pius and his Emprefs, to break of? the 
Match of Marcus Antoninus with the Daughter 
of Commodus, and to Marry their own Daugh- 
ter Famfisna to him ; to which Marcus con- 
fented. Hereupon Pius advanced him, from 
a Qua:- 
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a Qtueftor, to be Conful in Conjunction with 
himfelf, and gave him theTitle of C*far. He 
made him one of the GxSeviri; and honoured 
him with his prefence at his Publick Games. ' 
He appointed his Apartments in the Court, 
and ordered him to be there attended. (contra- 
ry to his own Inclination) with all Pomp and 
Ceremony. He pafled him thro' the Colleges 
of the Priefts, according to the defire of the 
Senate. He made him a fecond time' Conful 
with himfelf » when himfelf entred upon his 
fourth Confullhip. But at the feme time 
that Marcus was porTefled of. thefe high 
Honours, and aflifted at all things which his 
Father did in order to be formed to- the Go- 
vernment of the Empire, he wsnt paffionately 
neverthelefi to his Studies. He married tau- His n>ift 
ftina, by whom he had a Daughter; Then fy*- 
the Tnbunitiao, and the Proconfular Porters tims ' 
were given him, and the right of a fifth Re- 
ference: ib that his Intereft became fo grear, 
that his Father never eafily Promoted any one 
without. him. He was always the mod duti- 
idl to his Father, mat it was poffible for any 
one to be; howfoever (ome were willing to 
whifper Vim in the Ear with* things againft 
him ; particularly Valerius Omulus ; who one 
day taking notice of Calvilla the Mo. her of 
Marcus, as (he was at her Devotions in a Gar- 
den before an Image of Apollo, (ays he to ?iui t 
That Lady there u now Fraying for your deatb± 
«nd for the Reign of her Son. But this was al- 
together of no weight with hini : becaule he 
few the great Probity of Marcus, and with, 
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what Modefty he carried himfelf under th 
Honour of his Afcenfion to the degree of ; 
Prince. 

He was Co careful ' to weigh all things well 
to preferve his Reputation, that in his youth 
ful Tears he always ordered his Servants to d< 
nothing that was hard upon any body ; anc 
fometimes when Eftates were left to him, h< 
refufed them, if he could, to give them to ths 
next of the Family, He lived three anc 
twenty years together in the Court with hi: 
Father , and yet he was every day beloved 
more and more ; and in all that time he was 
not abfent from him above two nights. Where, 
fore when Antoninus Paw came to dye, he cal- 
led his Minifters and his Friends about himj 
and recommended to them all,' Marcm, as his 
Succeflbiir in the Empire. He gave the Tri- 
bune the Word, which was ty£ty*mUmttj^ and 
immediately he ordered the Golden Image of 
Fortune, which ftood in his Bedchamber, to 
betranflated into the Bed chambf- * f Marcm. 
lie h :■•■!- Afcer the death of Tim, the Senate confirm- 
ettd Em* in g Marcus to take the Pubiick Governmeti'; 
Vc-'s*}"' a ? on ^ m1 ' ^ e nom ' natc d l 7 *™ t° be his Part- 
P^'r.'r' ner in the fame ; declaring him Cafar and Em- 
" peror ; horn which time they equally began to 
Reign tcgethjv, and were the firft two "Em- 
perourf, who fare at once-r.pon the Throriebf" 
Rem:. He ca I led himfelf by the name' of 
Marcus A-mnmus\ and he called his Brother- 
Emp;rour by the: name of Vtrut Antoninm ; to 
whom he Contracted his Daughter Lttctlfo 
For an Ad cf gonJncfs upon theoccafion of 



this GcftijtJtiaidn, thbyinlarged the Charily 
of thar Pred^cefldPs; For the Maintena k nce r 6f 
the GhflAfrti -ofvpoor Families, and aa*ded 
other PettffoftS tfrthem . From the Senate; 
ter having; 'fin^flied their Aflairs there, they 
both went together to *he Camp of the 
Guards : where they prdmifed the Soldiers a 
Bounty of twenty thoufand ; 5efleVceVA'nd £0 
the Officers proportionably, as ufiial, upon 
the occafion of their joynt Reigns. They 
made a magnificent Funeral for their Father, 
whom they interred in the Sepulchre of Hm- 
irian. They proceeded to Confecrate him a 
God. Each made an Oration in Publick in 
his Praife j and having appointed him hisOr- 
der of ■ Ptfefts out of the number of his 
Friendt, they diftinguiflied them, by calling 
them after the name of his Family. 

Poflefled thus of the Empire, they both Tbeirgeod 
comported themfeltes (b well, that none cbd3 Govern- 
complain of the lofs of the gentle Rfeigrt oT ww ' " 
Tim. M*rullus, the Satyrical Y&it M bT rfia^ 
time,hadforrte flings at th£iti,M>^e~ paued fin- 
punimed. fc ' They* concluded 5 tKe Funeral Ob- 
fequies of tHeir Firh^ Witn the Games of the 
Gfadiatours. 1 Jhjthe meali'time Atarcut gave 
himfelf ftilf l tb'' Philofophf, and courted the 
love oF the Petople. But the felicity and. the 
quieVbf theft" Reigns was interrupted, firfc Sfc 
an Tmihdation of the Tybtr, wluoh was Vefy 
terrible. It not only carried away feveTal 
Buildings of the Ciry, and deftroyed a* g"ptac 
many Cattle, but it produced a moff grievous- 
famine: which Calamities were ' moderated 
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as much as poffible by the Care and the Pre- 
Scvnal fence of Marcus and Vertu. Then the Par- 
Hen be- War arofe ; which Vologtjm, the King of 
gw1 ' that Country, had been hatching under Vim, 
but he did not Proclaim it till the Reign of 
Marcus and Verus ; at what time he attack'd 
Atiiitu Corntttavus , the Lieutenant' of Syria, 
and put him to flight. Alio a War with the 
Britahts was upon the point of kindling, and 
the Catti had already made Incurfions into 
Germany and Rbatia. So agatnft the Britain* 
Calpburnius Agricola was fent. Againft the 
Catti, Aufidius ViBn'mus. But to the Partbtan 
War the Emperour Verus was appointed to go, 
with the advice of the Senate; whtlft Marcus 
tarried at Rome, where the Civil Affairs re- 
quired the prefence at leaft of one Emperour. 
He accompanied Verus as far as to Caput, and 
honoured him with a Retinue of Great Men 
out of the Senate, and Officers for his Court 
of all forts, to be both his Minifters and his 
Companions with him in the Expedition. But 
no fooner was Marcus returned to Rente, but 
he received advice, that Verus was fick at Co- 
tufa in Naples. He offered his Vows in the 
Senate for his Recovery, and then went in all 
hafte to fee him there : and being return'd to 
Rome the fecond time, he next received an ac- 
count, that Vems was fafely arn*ed in Syria ; 
wheehe parted his time in Sports and Hunt- 
ing, and Jived at Amiocb and the Village of 
Dapbnc in thegreatelr pleafure, whilft his Ge- 
nerals earned on the Partbian Wan in which 
they, had the Vidoiy of the Enemy. In 
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the mean time Marcus was continually attene 
upon the Affairs of the State ; and feemed to 
take the Pleafures of his Brother, aSif he was 
indifferent to them, or knew nothing of tbem. 
He ordered and managed all things neceflary 
for the War , and yet lived the diftance of 
Rsme from it. 

The Affairs of Armenia were profperous, Their Sue 
and the City Ttflit upon the Araxis was calcen ee fi- 
by Statin Frifcus. Hereupon both the Em-, 
perours were prefented with the Title of Con- 
querours of the Armenians, which Marcus in 
modefty firft at refufed 3 but afterwards accepted* , 
They were both in like manner, after the Wa? 
was over, prefented with the Title of Coa- 
querouFS of the Partbsans; and thisalfo Mar- 
cus at firft refufed, but afterwards accepted. 
The Title of Pater Patriot) or Father of his 
Country, which had been offered to Marcus 
in theabfence of Verus i he deferred to meddle 
with, till the return of Verus : becaufe he 
Would not affume it, but in Conjunction with 
him. In the mean time having Contracted 
his Daughter Lucilla in Marriage to him, he 
prefentea her richly; and fern her into Sj- 
ria t in the midft of the War, attended by 
his Sifter, and Civica, the Uncle of Verus* 
He went with her himlelfj as far as to Br't&~ 
difi in Naples, and had intended to* lee her 
over the Water, if the Difcourfes of.fbme, 
as if he had defired to Challenge to himfelf 
the glory of finifiung the War, and upon that 
account was for going into Syria, had not cal- 
led Kim bick to R,ome. He writ to the Pro- 
I l .conful 
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conful to rake cure, that fee" was not inter- 
rupted by any in her josme^ '> 
Pubi.ct Whilfr theft thingJ'pafled-, M*te»t Antenmut 
tin""' made a Law, which is an extraordinary fecu- 
rity to People, in cafes concerning their Free- 
dom i he was thefirft that contrived it, and 
it is thus; he ordered every Konupt Citizen, 
who hald £ Chifd born, to enter "the name of 
the Child before thfc'Treafarers of the Ex. 
chapter, withm thirty days. In the Provinces 
he ere&ed Ptibhck Notaries, before whom the 
fame thing fliould be done opon the Births 
there, as before the Treafurers of the Ex- 
cotqutr at ' Rcme : fo that when any Perfon 
born in any Province hath a Caufe in Hand 
concerning his Freedom, he Jiath no more to 
do, than to bring from that Province a Tefti- 
ficate of his Birth ; this corroborated the whole 
Law concerning Freedoms. He. made other 
Laws concerning Bankers and Auctions. 
GreatDe- In divers Caufes, in which himfclf efpe- 
ference cially was concerned, he made the Senate 
to the trte j u dg e . He ordered, that Aftions, having 
uBi " reference to the Fresdom or Servitnde or 
Perfons Defun<ft, mould be brought within 
five years from their deaths , or be ex- 
cluded for ever. No Prince ever deferred 
mere to the 7 Senate than he. He delegated 
to feveral of them, of the degree of Praetors 
ami Confuls, the decifion of many Affairs ; 
<knly that cheir command fo far in the Law 
ihbuJd-' be a means to poflefs them with the 
greater- Honour. He admitted feveral of his 
Relations into the Senate, whom he Had made 
t/Ediizs 
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v£<iiki or .?r*tors; He granted to feveral Se- 
nators, that were poor, provided that it was 
without , reproach, <he Offices of Tribunes 
and /^diles. He made no one a Senatoor, un- 
let he had a very good knowledge of him. 
In this alfb he fhew'd his refpect to them, 
that whenever a Senatour underwent a Tryal 
for his life, he heard him firft in private, be- 
fore he tryed him in publick; and he fuffered 
none of the Order or the Knights and Gen- 
tlemen toaffift in fuch a Cafe. \He werk con- 
ftandy, as much as poffible, to the Senate, 
though he had nothing to propofe to them, 
if he was at Rome : but when he had any- 
thing to propofe to them, he came in Perfbn 
to do it, if it were out of Campagnia: He 
often affifted in the Courts of Judicature, till 
it was night ; and never withdrew out of tha 
Senate till the Conful himfelf difmift it. He 
mad«|$^Senate the Judge in cafes of Appeals 
from (he Confuls. He fhew'd himfelf very di- 
ligent upon all Judiciary matters. He marked 
out the Law-days .in the Kalendar, when 
Bufinefs was to be done, and Caufes tryed. In 
the whole year, they were to the number of 
two hundred^ and thirty. He firft gave the 
Pnetors a power to appoint Guardians to Mi- 
nors, who before were appointed by the Au- 
thority of the Confuls ; which he did, to ex- 
pedite the Anions in that cafe. 

He regulated the excefs of the Publick Ex- 
pences in Feafts and Games. He interpofed 
againft the Trade of Informers ; and when he 
bund them falfe, he branded them. He cpn- 
I 4 temced 
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temned the Accufations, which were fuggefted 
to him to enrich his Excbtquer. He contrived 
many things very Prudently relating to the 
Publick Stores. He made Senatours the Cu- 
ratours to feveral Cities ; to extend fo much 
the more, the glory of their Order. He re- 
lieved the Cities of Italy in a time of great Fa- 
mine, with <Sorn lent from Romt. He look- 
ed after every thing, that concerned the Ma- 
gazines of Corn. He moderated the Games 
of the! Gladiatours, all manner of ways. He 
diminiih'd the Gratuities, given to, or ex- 
a<fted by the Comedians. He took a great 
care of the Streets of the City, and the High- 
ways. He appointed Officers over the Pro- 
vinces of Italy, for the Adminiftration of Ju- 
ftice, in the Nature of the Proconluls, which 
had been before appointed by Hadrian. He 
repeopled Spain, which was exbaufted by con- 
tinual Levyej, with Colonies from JI^rJ In 
which contravening the Ordinances or Tra- 
jan, he espreffed himfelf with great modefty 
and refpect to the memory of that Prince. He 
added other Laws concerning the Tax called 
Vice fans, the Tutelage of Servants, Maternal 
Eftates, and the fucceffion of ike Children 
unto them. He ordered, that fuch Senatours, 
who were Foreigners, ftiould however buy 
themielves a fourth of their Eftates in Italy. 
He gave power to the Curatoursof the Towns 
znc, the Highways either to pun'fb, or to re- 
mit to the Governour of Rome to be punilhed, 
inch as exacted more frOm any Pcrfons, than 
vfhii they were juftiy taxeu to. As to the 
reft, 
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reft, he rather reftored the old Laws, than 
created new ones. He had Lawyers always 
with him, by whole Opinion, and according 
to whofe Forms he gave Sentence in Law, 
and publifhed his Ordinances. Particularly 
Sca-voU, was one excellent Lawyer that he 
much ufedi 

The People lived under him, altogether as Utdera. 
in a Free-City. He was extremely weil **" < 
difpoled in all things, to deter PeVfons frorn* Antoni * 
evil, and to invite them to good; He re- nuiv 
warded plentifully, and pardoned gracioufly : 
he made them of ill, good Men ; and of good 
Men, he made them extraordinary good. 
He took a Raillery upon thefe occahons very 
patiently. One Veterafimul who Was of an ill 
Fame, begging an honourable Employment 
of him, he advifed him to clear hirnfelf firft 
ffom the Cenfures of the People. Vturafmut 
anlwerihg, he law fome that were made Prat- 
tors, that he had fought Prizes with upon the 
Publick Stage ; the Emperor took it, and laid 
nothing. He was not forward to punifh. If 
any Prztor had behaved hirnfelf in fome 
things ill, yet he did not turn him out of his 
Pratorfliip, but ordered him to remit his Bufi- 
nefs intirely into the Hands of his Col- 
league. He never in his Judgments favoured 
the Exchequer in a Matter of Gain, when it 
hath been upon hirnfelf to give Sentence. He 
was firm to hirnfelf, and his purpofe ; and yet 
his Refolution was let of? with Modefty, efpe- 
cially where he was even obliged to give re- 
pulle. Alter hi? Brother was returned a Con- 
querour 
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querour from Syria, tha Title of Pattr ? atria 
was given to thern both. ^ For Marcus had in 
his abfence comported hittielf to all the Sena 
tours, and all Epople, well An Oaken, or 
which b othermfe <ca&sd a. Civick Crown, 
was cqaaDy prefentcd to vthem both ; and Ve- 
rms defired that Marcus mould Triumph with 
him.- He defired that the Sons of Marcus 
fhoujd be alio called defers, But fuch was the 
great) moderapqn of Marcus, that though he 
joyned w^tl^Tfiyrprjhj in Company with him, 
he rehnquifheSto him, intirely (when Verus 
was dead) the Title of the Conquerour of the 
Ttrtbians ; and filled himfelf only the C,on- 
qaerour of the Germans ; which was a Title ho 
had from a Wat of his own So they car- 
ried the Children of Marcus of either^ Sf x, 
in the Triumph with them: even his Virgin- 
Daughters ; and they beheld^ (Garaes which 
were Celebrated upon the occafton, with -their 
triumphal Habits upon them. Amongft other 
remarkable things of the P5ty of Marcus, it 
is not fit to forget this; that he ordered Fea- 
ther-beds to be fpread under the Rope-dancers, 
after an accidental fall of a B»y from the 
Rop* : which is the reafon that we have a Cu- 
ftora of hanging a Net under them at this 
day- 

vrsr with Whilft the Parthian War was yet on Foot, 
the Mar* another War kindled with the Marcomami in 
comanni. Germany: which was fufperided a good while 
by the Art of the Officers upon the Frontiers, 
that it mould not trouble us till the Oriental War 
was over. It was five years from the begin- 
ning 
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ning of that War, re the'rerurn of Pi*™. At 
whole return, M*mn declared to the Senate, 
that as he^iad Mnetime before given chest In- 
rimatioas of a Wat in Germ*/?, fb ir was ne- 
cel&ry tfot now both the EmpeTdtif sirt Perlwi 
ftoufd repair to it Now the cwfbUF'of this 
Macbrianmck War was fo grtfarj-that 'Aitre»$ 
was obliged to lend for Prfcfts fr&rn all' jparts, 
to dtlpatch the yaft number of Sacrifices,wlifch 
were vowed' and offered ) upon this ocealion. 
He Celebrated all the -Sacred Foreign Kites 
that were ever feen at Kom\ and purged fte 
City of Rome all marfner of Ways; and^Gete*' « 
brated the Feafts d ' U&fttrm* fevefr'day* 
together. A Peftilenee.atfirite'ferhei time pre- A ^ tit 
vaited, -which was lb great,, ^hat the dead were* Plague. 
carried tfffm Carts and ! Wagons. This obliged 
the two Princes to make ftridr. Laws con* 
cemifig fiuriafc arid Sepulchres : in which they 
provided/ that it Ihould not be at the Liberty 
of Perfons ttf build their Sepulchres in what 
place they plealed; which is ftrllin force at 
this day. Many thotrfands- dyed of this Psfti- 
lencei fevdrafof the Nobility: whereof the 
molt cdfifileftbte had thalf Statues ki up by 
Marctts AHfimiiiui. Who in his great Cle- 
mency took that care of the Common People, 
that he ordered them to' be buried upon his 
own Expertce. - Thef Md^comtmtA artd their 
Confederates bsi'njfifOW actually in Arms, and 
putting all things Into' Confufion, the two 
Emperours, arrayed ifi their Military Appafel, 
let forward together upon the mpeditioh. 
Their Marth had no ffrialt effect with ity as 
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foon as they came, but as far as to Aytiltia 
For the Kings of the Enemy for the mod pan 
not only retreated with their Men, but put to 
death the Authors of their Infurre<aion. The 
Quadt, whofe King was dead, (aid that they 
would not confirm the Perfon his Succeflbur, 
who had been Created in his place, till our 
Emperours approved him : others fent Am- 
bailadours to them to ask their Pardon for 
their djfobedience : (6 that Venu his Opinion, 
who had fet out much againft his will in the 
beginning, was for returning back to Rome : 
a efpeciaily • having loft the Captain of the 
Guards, Furiut VtSninut, and a part of the 
Army. But Msrcui believing that the Bar- 
barians diflembled, and that both their Re- 
treat, and the other things which they did, 
were only out of a fear of being opprefled 
with the weight of Co great a Force, he de- 
clared himfelf to be for purfuing the War. 
Therefore they marched on, and crofled the 
Jlpes, having fettled all things in order, for 
the fafety of Italj inA-Mjriaau. However 
Verm was urgent for going back to Rome: 
to which Marcus «t laft contented, and that 
the Senate mould have notice given them of it 
by Letter. But as they were afterwards upon 
Death e f the Road in the Coach together, Vtrtu was 
Verm fuddenly taken with an Apoplexy and died. 

Marcui was fo little arreted for his part 
withthnfe Pleafures, which were the real Rea- 
Ion of Verm hisdefire to return to Rome, that 
he both Read, and hearkned to any one's 
Bufinefs, and (igned Orders whilft he hatb 
been 
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been at the (hews of the Cir j *e j which made the 
People, they fay, fometimes pafi their Raille- 
ries upon him. Gmmat and Agaclytut, two 
manumitted Servants c/tVtrm, had a great In- 
fluence over their Matter. But yet Marcus 
diflembled, and even excufed the Faults of 
Vtrus, tho* they difpleafed him never lb much. 
He deified him after his Death. He provided 
honourably for his Aunts and his Sifters. He 
appointed a great many Sacrifices to his. Ho- 
nour. He appointed his Priefts, and gave him 
all the other Refpefts whicjh are paid to the 
Gods. But as there is no Prince but is fabjeft 
to the moft*outragious Ceniure Mareut was 
for all this reprefen<pd, as if he had either poy- 
foned Venu by a Knife invenom'd on one 
fide, with which he cut a piece of a Sacrifice, 
and gave Verm the invenomed part to ear; 
whilft he referved the found to htmfelf, or at 
leaft,that he killccrtiim by his PhyGoian * 
fits, by letting him Blood unfeafonably. 

After the Death of Vtrus, AviJim Cajfius re- 
volted froni Marcus. Tho' Mmrcut was fo 
indulging to Vtrut his Relations, and all that 
belonged to him, that he did them all the Ho- 
nours that it was poffible. Qommoim his Son, 9°™?")" 
as wicked and profligate as he was, received f^cxhT. 
from him the Title of Cafar, the Dignity of 
the Priefthood, the Title of Emperor, allure 
in the Triumph with him, and the Confulmip. 
At the fame time the Father atronded the Tri- 
umphal Chariot of the Son on Foot, in the 
Cirque. Now when Martus reigned alone 
after the Death of Vtrus t he was much mare* 
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eaUe, and more abundant in good A&ieits 
dun be could be before, becaufe be was hin- 
dered with the Errours of' his 'Brother. He 
was one for his own Pitt, of that Tranquil- 
lity of Mind, that he never changed his-Goftn- 
tenance either with Sorrow er joy ; following 
exaAiy the Precepts of the Stoiik PWldfclphy, 
which he had learnt from all the 'heft Matters, 
and which he had diligently colle&ed from all 
Parts. WJrum would hare mad* him his im- 
mediate Succe flour, had not his Minority then 
hindred it. Nev#rtheleli, he choft him for 
one, whom he obliged Vim to adopt; that as 
he was deferring of the Kmum Empire, it 
ftould looncr or later certainly come to 
him. 

So he treated the Provinces with a great deal 
of Mdneration and Goodnef9, and managed 
his A Sirs happily againft the Gtrmms. He 
End of went through with the' Mmmmmick War, 
tke Mar- than which a greater hath not been known in 
conunmc ^g Cj w j t j, a B raTe ry equally extraordi- 
sr ' nary as theSocceG; and this at a time when 
a grievous PelHlenee fwept away many Thou- 
lands of the People and the Army. The 
Msrcmomi, the Sarmttiwm, the Vandals, the 
$**Ji, being extinguished by him, he dtefi* 
vered the Country t>f Pamonia out of its Ser- 
vitude ; for which he triumphed at Rome, 
and his Son • CcmmoJai with him, whom ^ 
had created Cf/ir. *He had exhaufted all his 
Coffers upon this War ; and becaufe he could 
not perfuade himfelf to command any thing 
from the Provinces to ovqr-charge them, he 
roads 
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madei an Au&ion ki nU Pa** of > Trait* of 
the Goods of his Hoalhold. He fold the 
fels of Gold, Cryftai and Myrrh, thai Royal 
Services, Rich Garments of his Wife's whkh 
ir«e embroidered with Gold, and feve&r Je- 
wels which were laid' iir> in the Cabinem? 
Htdriatt. The Sale continued Two Montftif 
and (uch>a?d9nfid«rable Sum was produced by 
tt.^bat havihgprofecuted tbe&ehques ofihe 
MMrccmamtut' War with it, according to his 
defire, he gave the Buyers the Liberty to re- 
turn if th% pleafed -their Purchafes> and take 
their Money again. But whether they did or 
no, he was tensfied, and allowed Gentlemen 
to have their Tables as folendid as himfetf. 

Iln the publicjc Shews whichhegave the People 
at his Triumph, he was lb Magnificent, that: he 
expofed a Hundred Lions together, to be (hot 
to death with Arrows. 
Having therefore Reigned to the general 
Love of all the People, who called him by the 
endearing Terms of, fometimes their Brother, 
fomeumes Father, fometimes Son, as* every 
one's Age was, he died in die Eighteenth Year Dt*tb »f 
of his Empire, and the SixtyFirft of his Age. Antofeinw 
The Lov« of him amongft all the People ap- 
peared on the Day of his interment. -Became 
none thoughfhim then an Object to be lamen- 
ted, but affiired themfelves, that as he Wad keen 
formed • arid lent them, by the Gcjds/fo he 
was retufrrfedlto the Gocls. Before hi? 'Fune- 
ral was wfclf 'fmiffied, a thing which neVeWaV 
known to be do^e before, norfihce, rfjfe Se- 
nate and the People' in one Body upon the 
place, 
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place, pronounced him a Propitious Deity; 
This great Man, who was lb Excellent him- 
fclf, and fo ally'd to the Gods, both in his 
Lire and Death, left a Son, Cem modus, who 
Was fo ill on the other hand, that it had been 
hypy he had never had him. Nay, it was a 
"Wall thing, that. Perfons of all Ages, Sexes, 
Conditions and Dignities, honoured Marcus 
as a God; ferhe was judged Sacrilegious, who. 
ever had not his Image in his Hopfe, if his 
fortune permitted him- To^his day in many 
Famines, the Statues of Marcus Antmmus ftand 
among ft the HooflwM Deities : and feme Per- 
ions have firmly and publickJy averred, that 
he hath predided many future apdr true things 
to them in Dreams- A Temple was erected 
to him, and an Order of Priefb'of his own 
Name appointed him, with all other things 
- which to conlecrated Perfons have ever been 
afcnbed by Antiquity. 

Some fay, and it is not unlikely, that Ow- 
moim Antoninus his Succeflor and his Son, na 
a fort of an Adulterous Birth, the Story where- 
Story or" of is reprefented commonly thus. Faufi'm 
tbe Bhtb the Wife of Martm, and formerly the Daugh- 
of Com- ter of Anttmnm fms, feeing one Day the Gla- 
modus, dueocs enter the Amphitheatre, fell in love 
with one of them to that degree, that (he la- 
boured under a long Sicknefs upon it, till at 
laft Ihe confefied the Caufe to, her Husband. 
Marcus advifed with the Magicians, whofe 
Counfel it was, to put to Death that Gladia- 
tor, and that Faufttna fhould wafh her Secrets 
wkh his Blood, and then lie with her Huf- 
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band : This was done, and her Love cured. But 
Cmmoius was born after it, more a Gladiator 
than a Prince; becaufe when he was Emperor, 
he fought almoft a Thoufand Combats with the 
Gladiators, in the publick view of the People, as 
we mail have occafion to fay in his Life. And 
that which makes this Story the more credible, 
is, this Son of fo Holy \ Father, was a Mart 
of thole profligate Manners, that no com- 
mon Sword-player, Actor, Baiter of Beafb, 
nor in fine, no one, tho' of the fink of all 
Shame and Wickednefs, was like him. O- 
thers fay, that he was ablblutely a Baftard ; 
and that Baufima, when (he was at the Pore 
of Gtjetta, chofe herfelf there by the Eye, the 
Seamen generally working naked, what Men 
Ihe law were the belt provided, both out of the 
Sea- men and the Gladiators j wherefore Mar- 
m Antoninus was advifed by one, if he would 
not punilh her by Death, to divorce her. To 
which he anlwered, If I divorce my Wife, I 
mufi return her ber Dower. But her Dower 
was the Empire which he had received from 
her Father, who had adopted hit* at the de- 
fire of Hadrian. Certainly the Virtue, the In- 
tegrity, the Tranquillity, the Piety of a good 
Prince, is a thing of that prevalence, that the 
ill Character, not Co much as of the neareft 
Relation, can defame him. And fo ic was 
With Marcus Antoninus, who pei fevering Mill in 
his own virtuous way, and not changing in 
any thing upon the whifpsrs or calumnies of 
the People, neither his Gi3diator-Son was a 
prejudice to him, nor his impure Coniorc, 
K Ha 
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He is (as he hath ever been ) efteemed a God 
to this Day ; and particularly by you, O molt 
Sacred Emperor Dioclefian, who have a Vene- 
ration for him, even above the reft of your 
Gods, and are pleafed often to fay, That you 
chef j wtjh jour filf like him in bis Life, and the 
Clemency which be always exercifed ; tho jhould 
Plato return into the {Vorld again, be could not 
parallel him -with all his Pbilofopby. The things 
that pafled under Marcus Antoninus, after the 
Death of Verut , were thefe : Firft, the Body 
of Verus was brought to Rome, and interred in 
the Sepulchre of his Anceftors, and Verm 
made a God. Then Marcus thanked the Se- 
nate for having Confecrated his Brother, but 
intimated at the fame time, As if the Counftti 
by -which the Parthians were overcome, had been 
much owing to bimfelf ; and that now, be would 
govern as it were upon a new and better Founda- 
uen. The Senate took it in the Sen fa which 
Marcus meant, and teemed to congratulate, 
that Verus was departed this Life. However, 
Marcus provided very honourably for Verm's 
Sifters, ReUtioYis and Servants. Indeed he was 
very Curious of his Reputation, and enquired 
always what every one faid of him, and cor- 
rected himfelf accordingly in fuch things as 
they icemed to blame him for, with reafon. 
Going co the War in Germany, he re-married 
his Daughter to Claudius Pompeianus, the Eldeft 
Son of a Rom™ Knight, of a Family of the 
City of Antwch , but not of the higheft No- 
biiity. He afterwards made him Twice Gon- 
ful, in conlideration that his Daughter was 
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Jo much his Superior ; which Match however, 
did neither pleafe her nor her Mother. 

The Moors laying wafte almoft all Spain, he Tumults. 
employed his Lieutenants againft them, who qutl- 
reduced them : In Egjpt, the Robbers about 
the Parts called Bucolia, committing divers 
great Diforders, they were alio reduced by 
Avidius Caflins, who afterwards fet himfeif up 
for the Empire. About this time Marcus An- 
toninus, whilft he was at his Retreat at Pale- 
jlma, loft his Son called Vtrus Cafar, of the 
Age of Seven Years, by lancing a Tumour 
which he had under his Ear. The Mourn- 
ing for whom was kept but Five Days, and 
then he applied himfeif again to the publick 
Bufinefs. It was the time of the Celebration 
of the Games of Jupiter, which he would not 
fuffer to be interrupted by a more fblem'n 
Mourning ; fa he only ordered Statiies to be 
fet up to the Memory of the deceafed, and 
his Image in Gold to be carried in Pomp in 
the Cirque, and his Name to be inferred into 
the Hvmn of the Priefts of Mars. In the 
time of the Peftilence befbrementioned, Marcus 
was efpecially diugent to reftore the Worfhip 
of the Gods. Againft the Maremannick War, 
he made Soldiers of Slaves and Gladiators. 
Others he bad who were called Voluntiers. 
He lifted the Robbers of Dalmatta and Dar- 
dania. Heferved himfeif of fome Troops out 
of Pbrygia, and fought Auxiliaries^ of the Ger- 
mans againft the Germans, He tiled all man- 
ner of Diligence to com pleat his Legions 
for this War ; and becaufe he would not exa# 
K. z Money 
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Money upon the Provinces, he made an Au- 
<ftion,'as I laid, of the precious Moveables of 
his Houlhold in the Forum of Trajan; in which, 
befides Cloaths and Plate, he fold the Images 
and the Pictures which were of the Hands of 
the Great Mafters. At length, he defeated the 
Marcomanni at the Paflage of the Danube, and 
reftored their Spoils to the Provinces. 
T ;„ c .„. All the Nations from the Borders of lSyri- 
federate cum as far as to Gallia, had confederated a- 
Nanons. gainft us. The Marcomarmi, the Narifci, the 
HermunJuri, the QuaJi, the Suevi, the Sarmata, 
the Latrines, and the Burfi. To thefe were 
joyned, the Vtftovali, the So fives, the Sicohta, 
the Roxtlani, the Baftarn*, the Alani, the Pen- 
cm, the dfioborei, and others. His other Wars 
were the Parthian War, and the Britannitk 
War. Now it was with great Pains and La- 
bour, that he overcame as he did, Nations fo 
ftubborn as all thefe. The Soldiers followed 
his Example ; the Lieutenant-Generals, and 
the Captains of the Guards marched in Per- 
fon at the Head of thier Men; fo he obliged the 
Marcomanni to furrender themfelves, and a 
great many of them were tranfplanted into 
Jtalj. But before he went upon any thing of 
Importance, not only in War, but in the Civil 
AffairSjhe advifed always with his great Officers. 
It was always his laying, It is more fitting that 
be fnouli follow the Counfel of fo many faithful 
Friends, as tbej were, than that they at [houU 
fcEow him who wai but one. A great many 
of chs Nobility were kill'd in that German or 
Mercomanvtck, or racher, that War of a mul- 
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titude of Nations, whole Statues he fet up in 
the Forum of Trajan. Therefore his Friends 
intreated him often to retire from the Dan- 
ger and come to Rome: But he perfifted in 
his own Refolutions, and did not withdraw 
till all was finifhed. He changed the Pro- 
confular Provinces into Confular, and the Con- 
fular into Proconfular, or Praetorian, accor- 
ding as theoccafions of the War required. He 
compofed by his Severity, and the rigofcr of 
his Difcipline, the Troubles that were arifen 
in Burgundy and in Portugal. He fent for Commcn 
his Son Commoim to the Frontiers of Gtr- ™ s jjjf* 
many , where he put upon him the Man's °Gom? 
Gown ; upon which occafion he gave a Lar- 
gefs to the People, and next he made him a 
Conful, although it was before his proper 
time. 

When any Perfon was at any time profcri- 
bed by the Governour of Rome, he did not at 
all take the News well. He was always very 
I referved how he gave away publick Money ; 
which is rather to his Praife than to his Re- 
proach. And yet he was 'always difpofed to 
give Money to good Men,' towards the Relief 
of Towns which -were fallen into decay ; and 
where he faw a Neceffity for it, he remitted 
the Tribute and the Taxes, In his abfence he 
ordered that the publick Divertifements of 
Rome fhould be taken care of by fuch as were 
the richeft to publifh them- This obviated a 
Difcourfe which was amongft the People, 
when he had carried away the Gladiators to 
the War, as if he defigned to put down thofe 
K 3 Sports, 
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Sports, and to force all the World to Philofb. 
phy. He commanded that the Stage-Players 
Tumblers, and thole fort ofMen Ihould not be 
gin their Shews upon the Market-days, til] 
later than ordinary, becaufe they {hpuld noi 
hinder the Market. Some talk'd of fome ol 
thofe fort of Men, being beloved by his Wife 
but he purged himfelf of all that by his Let- 
Seme of ters. He forbad the going in the Town on 
hi Con- Horfeback, or in Coaches. He took away 
ftitunont. promifcuons Bagnios, wherein Men and 
Women wafhed together. He moderated the 
Luxury of the Women, and of the young No- 
bility. He refcued the Sacrifices of the God 
Serapufrom that Rabble, and thofe Difturban. 
ces which annoy them at the City of Belvms 
in Egjft. It was faid, that fome, under the 
pretence of being Philofophers, had that Inte- 
reir, in hirn, that they were a prejudice to the 
publick, no left than private Perfbns. But of 
this he purged himfelf, and fhew'd that it was 
in no wife true. ' 

He generally infli&ed upon all Crimes a 
leffer Punifhment, than what it was the Cu- 
ftom to do by the Laws ; and yet fometimes 
againfl notorious and high Offenders he con- 
tinued inexorable. He took the Cognizance 
himfelf of the Capital Caufes of Perfbns of 
the better Quality, and managed them with 
all imaginabie Equity. He would reprimand 
a Prarcor chat gave Judgment upon too fhort 
a hearing, and order him to try the Caule 
over again ; faying, It u for the Honour of bm 
y bo judge i for the People, to hearken to the Re* 
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Jons ef the accufed to the laj}. He obferved to 
do Juftice impartially as to Prifoners taken in 
War, and he fettled infinite Numbers of the 
Barbarians in the Roman Territories. When 
the Enemy had by a Stratagem lo fhut up his 
Army that they could come to no Water, he 
extorted from Heaven by his Prayers a Storm 
of Rain which relieved them, when they were 
ready to perifh with Thirft. He had defigned 
to ere6t Marcomannia into a Province, and 
likewife Sarmatta; and he had done it, if 
Avidm Cajjius had not rebelled againft him Avidius 
in the Eaft, who fet himfelf up as Emperor, Cafllur 
by an Intrigue, fome fay of Faufiina, when r 'bels. 
Ihe began to defpair of the long Life of her 
Husband. Others fay, it was pretended that 
Marcus was dead, and that Cajjius did not let 
up himfelf till after Marcus was declared a 
God. But however it was, Marcus was not 
very much moved at the Defection ; neither 
did he Revenge himfelf upon the Wife, or Fa- 
mily, or Friends of Cafm : But Cajftus was 
adjudged an Enemy by the Senate, and his 
Eftate was confifcated into the publick Trea- 
fury. 

Then leaving the War againft the Sarmatx 
and the Marcomanni } hz marched againft Cajjius. 
In the mean time, fome at Rome were in a 
fear, that Cajjius in his aWence would have 
come thither. Buc Cajfim was prefently kill'd, * 
and his Head brought to the Emperor, who ^ 
without rejoycing at his Death ordered the 
Head to be buried. A Son of Cajjius, called 
Madams, to whom he had committed Alex- 
K. 4 andria. 
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gnirta, met with the fame Fate ; and the Cap- 
tain of the Guards that Coffins had made, was 
alfo killed by the Army. He forbad the Se- 
nate to take Vengeance upon the Accomplices 
of the' Defedion ; deiiring, if poffible, at the 
fame time, that no Senator might be put to 
Death in his Reign, becaufe it mould not be 
polluted with Blood. He ordered fuch Per- 
fons as were baniftied, to be recalPd. Some 
few Centurions loft their Heads. He pardon- 
ed the Cities which had complied with Cajfius. 
He pardoned the Antiocbians, who had faid fe- 
veral things againft himfelf, and in Favour 
of Cajfius ; from whom, however, he took a- 
way their Shews, their publick Conventions, 
and all forts of AfTemblies, by a ftrid Edid; 
becaufe they were a feditious People, as he in- 
timates in his Speech in Alarm Maxmus, 
wh:ch he made to his Miniffers upon the Sub- 
jed of this Defedion. He defigned not to fee 
Anutch, when he went into Syria, nor the City 
Cyr, or Cam, of which Cajfius was. 

But however, afterwards he went to Antwcb. 
He was at Alexandria, and was very obliging 
to that City. Hs tranfaded many things with 
the Kings of thole Parts, who met him, to- 
gether with the AmbaiTadors of thj Perjians, 
and he eftablifhed a Peace with them. He 
made himfelf dear to all the Oriental Pro- 
vinces, and left the Prints of his Philofophy 
amongft them, by his weighty Difcourfe. He 
aded the Citizen and the Philofopher in Egypt, 
in all the Academies, Temples, and pubiick 
Places where he came. Though the AUxan> 
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drims had Cud feveral things to the Advan- 
tage of Caffius, he pardoned them, and left a 
Daughter of Coffins with them. After this he ' 
loft his Confort Fauftina, at a Village called <f 
at the Foot of the Mountain Taurtu, FaUltin,> 
where me died fuddenly. He defired the Se- 
nate to make her a Goddefi, and give her a 
Temple ; praifing her, though fhe had labour- 
ed under fuchaCenfure of Unchaftity, which 
either he knew nothing of, or at leaft he di£ 
fembled it. Some Alms- Children for whom 
he made a Provifion, he called by her Name, 
in her Honour. She had accompanied him 
into the Field in the Summer, and therefore 
had the Title of the Mother of the Camp. 
He made the Village a Colony where Ihe 
died, and ere&ed her a Temple there ; which 
was afterwards re-dedicated to Udiogabalus. Ac 
the fame time that he marched againft CaJJtut y 
he gave no Commands for the killing him, 
out of his Clemency. Heliodorus his Son was 
banilhcd. Others, who banimed themlelves, 
were allowed a part of their Eftates, And 
for the reft of the Children of Caffivs y they 
enjoyed above a half of their Father's For- 
tune. His Daughter Alexandra, and Drutieim- 
nut her Husband,had their free Liberty of going 
any whither. And certainly Marcus Antemrm 
was forry for the Death oi Coffins ; becaufe, he 
faid, He defirtd to have paffed bis Rtign, with- 
out flteddmg the Uafi drop of the Blood «f the 
Stmtm, 

After 
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After he had fettled the Affairs of the Eafi,ht 
came to Athens ; where amongft other things, he 
vifited the Temple of the GoddelsCfrei.to fhew 
his Innocency, becaufe this was fblemnly forbid- 
den to wicked Perfbns ; and he was admitted in- 
to the Sdcrefiy all alone. In his return by Sea 
into Italy ,he was overtaken with a great Storm. 
At his Landing at Brindifi in Naples, he both put 
on the Reman Gown himfelf, anJ commanded 
tha Soldiers to habit themfelves accordingly, 
who never went in their Soldiers Coats in Italy 
in his Reign. Being come to Rome, he trium- 
phed there,and from thence he went to Lavima, 
He mads his Son Commodut his Colleague in 
the Tribunitian Power. He entertain'd the 
People with a Largefs, and extraordinary fine 
Shews He reformed many things in the Ci- 
vil Policy, and fet proper Bounds to the Ex- 
penccs of the Games of the Gladiators > ha- 
ving this Sentence oi ?lat» much in his Mouth, 
Happy the Statei where either the Pbilofopbers are 
the Emperors, or the Emperors are Pbtlofophers. 
He match'd a Daughter of Bruttius Prafem, 
who was of the Confular Dignity, to his Son 
E r peufa!s Commodus : But the Efpoufals were celebrated 
ef Com- w jth no more than ordinary Magnificence; 
modus. on w { 1 , cn occan " on he gave a Largefs to the 
People. Then he re aflum'd the Old War 
with the Marcomanni again. For he had made 
War with thofe, and with the Hermunduri, the 
Sarmat*, and the 3$uadt t three Years before 
together; and now if he had lived but one 
Year longer, he had reduced them into Pro- 
vinces. But he died as he was making his 
prepira- 
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preparations for that Conqueft. Two (Jays be- 
fore he died, his Officers being admitted into 
his Chamber, he gave them to underftand that 
he had as ill an Opinion of his Son Commodut, 
as Philip of Macedon had a good Opinion of 
his Son Alexander ; faying, as Pbdtp did, he 
was not forry to dye, fince he left behind him 
fuch a Son; but meaning that the Roman 
Empire would fcarce be large enough to bold the 
Vices of bim ; who made it appear already, de- 
parting from the Rules of Life, which his Fa- 
ther had prefcribed' him, that he was Cruel, 
and Infamous. His death was thus : when he T ^ 
began to be fick, he called his Son to him, Death $ 
and advifed him firft of all not to flight the J u " 
Relt^ues of the War, for fear that he {hould feem 
to betray the Empire. To which Commodm an- 
fwering, that he mould be obliged lor his own 
fafety to be gone from the Army, becaufe of 
the Peftilence which raged : he told him a- 
gain, He might do as be would \ but be defired 
him rather to tarry , at leaft a few days, becaufe 
be would do wefl to appear to hold it a little again ft 
the Barbarians : After this, he would neither 
eat nor drink, becaufe he defired to dye, and 
this increafed' his Diftemper. The fixth day 
he called in his Friends, and difcourfing to 
them about the Vanity of Humane things, 
and the Contempt of death, he laid, Why are 
you forry for me, when you ought rather to think 
of the Peftilence which rages, and of the cent- 
mon death of every one ? As they retired from 
him, he fighed and faid, If you fee me no more, 
J bid you farewel ; 1 go before you. They asked 
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him to whom he recommended his Son. He 
(aid; To all yeu, if be dtferves it, and to the 
Cods Immortal. The Army upon the notice of 
his ficknefs was very much troubled > for they 
loved him dearly. The feventh Day he was 
worfe, and (aw none but his Son : whom he 
prefently difmiflsd again, for fear he mould 
be infe&ed. His Son being gone, he threw 
the Cloaths over his Head, as if he went to 
fleep ; and died that night. Some fay, that 
when he (aw that Commodus would prove 
fuch a Man, as afterwards he did, he rather 
wifhed him dead, than tjhat he mould make 
another Nero, Caligula, or Domitian, by his 
Reign. 

One thing Marcus Antoninus is blamed for, 
which is, That he promoted to feveral Honors 
TertuUus, Utilius , Orpbitus, and Moderatus, 
Lieentu who were his Wife's great Lovers. He had 
eujnefi of furprized TertuUut one day a&ually at Dinner 
Fauftina. w ith her. The Buffoon upon the Stage gave 
him a Rub as to this Man, in his own Pre- 
tence. " What, fays he to him that was with 
"him, is the name of that Man, that you fay 
" Gallants my Wife ; the other anfwered, Tul- 
"lus, TuUus, TuUus. He asked .him the fame 
"Queftion again: fays the other, I have told 
" you. By which the Audience plainly faw, 
that he meant, that his crying three times 
Tuffus , fignihed TertuUus. So every body 
talk'd very much of this Spark, and blamed 
the Patience of Antoninus. Sometime be- 
fore his death, and before he went the fccond 
time to the Marcomannick War, he took his 
Oath 
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Oath in the Capitol, that not one fingle Se- 
natour by his knowledge, had been put To 
death. And he (aid, Hejhould bavt fayed ibe 
lives even of the Rebels with Caffius, if it bad 
been left to bim. He was fb far from feek- 
ing to enrich himfelf with the Eftate of Pro- 
scribed Perfens, that he abhorred and found 
nothing more than the fcandal of Covetouf- 
nefs : againft which he purges himfelf in fe- 
veral Letters. Some pretend to fay that he 
was a Diflembler and fiot feally of that Sin- 
cerity as he feemed to be, or as eithelr Fiussk 
Verus was of. And again they fay, that he 
too much raifed the Pride of the Court, by 
eftranging his Friends from his Company and 
his Banquets. He ordered a Deification 
for his Parents, and honoured the Friends of 
his Relations with Statues, though they were 
Perfons that were dead. He did not'eafily 
believe things upon Truftj but gave himfelf 
always time enough to find out the truth. Af- 
ter the death of F audita, Pabia the Sifter of 
Verus was Ambitious to Marry him. But ifs 
rather chofe to content himfelf with a Con- 
cubine, of a Daughter of a Servant tohis late 
Wife, than over fo many ^Children, , whwh he 
had, to fuperinduce a S»ep- mother- 
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IKnow very well, that feveral Perfons who 
have written the Hiftory of the A&ions 
of Marcus and Ferns, have done it in 
luch a method, as to give the Reader an ac- 
count of Virus in the firft place ; following 
the order not of their Reigns, but their Deaths, 
Bat 
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But I have thought it my Duty to give the pre* 
cedence, as to this, to Marcus, and to treat of 
Vtrus afterwards ; becaule Marcus was the firft 
of the two upon the Throne; and becaufe his 
farvival after the death of Vtrus made but a 
continuation ftill of the fame Reign. 

Lucius Qejmius v£lius Conmodus Verus Anto- 
ninus, who by his Adoption into the isElum 
Family by the Will of Hadrian, was called 
tsElius, and by his Alliance with Marcus Anions- 
ms, received the name of Vtrus Antoninus, 
was a Prince, whom we do not reckon in the 
number of the Belt, nor yet on the contrary 
in the number of the Worft Princes. For 
as his Virtues were not abundant, io neither 
were his Vices formidable. One thing is, he 
did not Reign an Independent Monarch of 
himlelf ; for he was under Marcus ; but yet of 
an equal Majefty with him in the Empire; 
and at the fame time he very much differed 
from him in this, that he was Licentious in 
his Manners ; and was of an humour that was 
frank and open, and could diflemble nothing. 
His Father was Lucius is£lius Verus, who for- 
merly had been Adopted by Hadrian, being 
the firftof the Title of a Cafar, as it is ufed to 
denote the Perfon appointed to be the Sue- 
ceflbur to the Empire; and who died in chat 
Quality- His Grandfathers, and Great Grand- 
fathers, together with many of his other An - v , . 
ceftours, had been Confuls. He was born at sirthand 
Rome in the Praetorlhip of his Father, upon ExnaStu 
the eighteenth of the Calends of January, on. 
which was heretofore alfo the Birth-day of the 
Emperor 
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Emperor Nerv. His Family by his Father's 
fide was for the mod part out of the Coun- 
try of Hetruria, and by his Mother's, out of 
the City Faenz,*. 

This being his Extra&ion, he, upon the A* 
doption of his Father by Hadrian, came into 
the Familv of that Emperoor • continuing 
wherein after his Father's death, when Ha- 
drian was pleafed, out of his care for the good 
of Poftenty, to take Antoninus Pius to be his 
Son, and Marcus Antoninus to be his Grand- 
fbn ; he not only obliged at the fame time the 
former to Adopt this Varus , but to give him al- 
fo his Daughter to Wife : which Daughter was 
married however to Marcus Antoninus, and not 
to Verus, becade Verus in refpeft of his Age 
was not then judged proper for her, (as we 
have 4aid above,) and Verus married Lnuu% 
the Daughter of Marcus. He was brought 
tin Pre- up in the Court. His Matter in Grammar, 
• tefters. f or tns Latin, was Scaurmus, the Son of that 
Scaurus, who wasthc Grammarian to Hadrian: 
For the Greek, he had Ttkpbas, Htpbajtim, 
and Haifccraticrs. His Mafters in the Greek 
Eloquence were ApoRonm, Celer Caninius, and 
Her odes Atticus • for the Latin, Cornelius Fronto. 
His Mafters m Philoiophy were ApoBmiu* and 
Stxtm : all whom he loved very well, and 
they loved 1irm ; but he was one, that had 
little of a natural Genius to Learning. He 
pleafed himfeif the mod at firft in making 
Verfes; and afterwards in making Orations. 
It is faid, he was a better Oratour than a 
Poet ; or rather, to fpeak more properly, that 
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ht was a worfe Poet than Be was , an Orator. 
Others fay, he had the Wits of his friends to 
aflift him; and that in thofe.very. things of 
his which are Extant, whatfqeyer jbey are ? 
he ferved himfelf of the famii. For, they 
fay, he Had feveral Men of lea/njng afid & 
ldquence always with him. T/h^ Governour 
of his Youth was NtcomtJis*, He was Vof 
luptuous j aridf ftiew'd great gaiety jq.all jbrts; 
6f Pleasures, Sports and Di^emftrqenfs, which' 
became him but 'too well. He was' Adopted 
it the Age of feveri years, and? i/yus' .formed} 
upon the Manners and Authorjityof Mara* 
Monmut. He Joyed Hunting \ ■ Wreftlingj v 
arid all the ^xqrcifes of Youth ; an, d>wa* as a 
private Perfon in J the Court noleisinan three* 
arid twenty years, together. 

The day that' he put on the Roman, that isj 
the Man's Gawp, Antoninus Pius dedicated a 
temple to his Father'**/wo Verus, and gave, 
a Botfnty to the People. When.he was made 
Qteftor, and entertained, at his admittance 
into that Office) 'the People, with the Pub- 
lick Games, he toofy his place in themidft be- 
twixt Anienirim Pirn and Marcus. After his 
Qtueftorfhip he was prefently made Gonful, He is 
in Conjunction with Sextilius Lattranut, Some made Con- 
^eirs after that He wjs made a, fwpnd tinwM 
Gonful, in Conjunction with Maretu Antoni- 
»: after which, he continued a long time 
nthe Eftateof a private Man, and was not 
domed with the fame Honours as Marcus was. 
je did not fit in the Senate, before his Quae- 
torffcip; neither did he accompany fb much 
h witH 
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with the Emperor, as with the Captain of the 
Guards ; and he had no other name of Honor 
added to his own more than this, that he was 
called the Emperor's Son. He much delighted 
in the Races of the Cirque, and in the Games 
of the Gladiatours > but as his Pleafures and 
his Luxury wej£ continually the occasions of 
his falling into' many errours ; it feems, as if 
he was not retained in the Royal Family by 
Antoninus Pius, but upon rhn account ; becaufe 
HaJrian'hid commanded him to Adopt himlo 
exprefly, that he call'd him his own Grand- 
fon : and Co he retained him, it is fuppofed, 
more to difcharge hisTruft, than as a mark of 
his Love. That which he approved in him 
wjs the Simplicity and the Debonairenefs of 
his Temper : he advifed him, as much as he 
could to form himfelf upon the Model of his 
Brother. In fine, when his Father was dead, 
his Brother conferred all things upon him, 
even to the paiticipation of the Sovereignty; 
jj e i s and made him his Colleague, although the Se- 
made Cel. nate bad "deferred the Empire to himfelf a- 

league tn lone. 

the Em- Elevated thus to the Empire, and the Tri- 
J" rc ' buninan Power being given him , and the 
honour of a Proconfullhip, his Brother Mu- 
cus Antenmus ordered him to be called by the 
name of Ferns Antoninus: As a teftimony of 
his Senfe of fo high Favours^ he received Mu- 
cus, upon all occafions, with the refpe&ofa 
Lieutenant to a Proconful, or of a Prefident 
of a Province to the Emperour. He con- 
formed himfelf in all things at firft with great 
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care to the intentions and will of Marcus ; who 
at the fame time harangued the Soldiers in the 
name of them both upon this occafion. But 
when Verus was gotten into Syria, the great- H 
liberty which he gave himfelf in Jiving at his 
eafe ; with his lewd Amours, and the Debau- 
cheries of all forts, to which he Was abandon- 
ed, io changed him to another Man, that he 
defamed his Reputation. In like manner, af- 
ter his return out of Syria he made a perpe- 
tual Tavern of the Court; where after having 
dined with Marcus, he retired to his own Com- 
pany, and diverted himfelf with all forts of 
filthy Perfons. He palled whole nights at 
Game, according to a .Cuftom that he had' 
learnt in Syria : and to fuch a degree did he Rival 
the Vices of Calirula, Nero, and ViteUmr, that 
he roved up anddown in the night amongft 
the Taverns and the Stews in difguile ; and 
pleafed himfelf to make Debauches with tlitf 
Mob, and to joyn in their Quarrels ; out of 
J which he often however came off with a 
black Face: But notwithstanding his Difguifes, 
he was known in the publick Houfes where 
he came ; where, at other times, he was for 
Breaking the Glafles and other Veflels, and 
then he paid very well for them. He favoured 
very much the Green- Coat-Party in the Racer 
run in the Cirque. He had Gladiators fre- 
quently to fight at the Entertainments which 
he made, and whiph he prolonged tiil mid- 
night i till he fell a fleep upon his Coach, 
and was taken up in his Cloaths, and carried 
to Bed. He flepr but little, and had an eafie 
L 2 digefti- 
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digeftion. In the mean time Marcus diffem- 
bled all thefe things, as if he knew nothing of 
them, out of Modefty, not to put to flume 
his Brother. 

One Banquet, that he made, is remarkable: 
he had in thefirft place twelve Guefts; where- 
as the known Proverb, as to the number at 
fuchatime, \z,Stfiem conviviwm, novern convi- 
uum ; that is, Sevens a Company, Nine is but 
Noife. Every one of thefe had a handfome 
Boy at his Back to ferve him. Every one his 
Sewer, and his Dimes to himfeif, which were 
of their own chufing. Every one his frelh 
Cup of Myrrh, or of the Cryftal of Alexan- 
dria as oft as he drank. There were alfb Cups 
of Gold and Silver, and others fet with Jew- 
els. Then they had Crowns upon their Heads, 
adorned with golden Labels, and Flowers, fuch 
as for the Seafbn were Rarities. They had 
their golden Boxes filled with pretious Oint- 
ments ; and at parting they all had their Ca- 
lefties drawn with Mules in Harnefs of Sil- 
ver, prefented to them, to carry them home. 
The whole Treat was eftimated at fixty hun- 
dred thoufand Sefterces : which when Manui 
heard of, he fighed, and lamented the mif- 
fortune of the Publick in the Per/on of his 
Brother. After Supper they played at pice 
all that night, till it was morning. And this 
he did after his return from the Parthian Wir, 
to which Marcus had fent him purpofely, that 
he fhould not commit thofe fort of Actions in 
the fight of all the World at Rome ; think- 
ing befides that Travelling might teach him 
frugali- 
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frugality, and the dangers of War make him 
better, and more (bber, or at leaft teach him 
to know himfelf to be an Emperour: but 
how much the better he was for it, this Sup- 
per alone (hews, as well as the reft of his Life. 

His love of the Races of the Cirque Was 
Juch, that he fent and received many Letters 
about them, into, and out of the Provinces. 
When prefentat them, and in Company with 
Marcus, he has fuffered feveral Affronts from 
the contrary Party, for his, over great Zeal to 
that to which he fided. He had a Hcrfe cal- 
led Swift, whole Image he cut out in Gold, 
and fed him with Raifins and Almonds, in the 
Manger, inftead of Corn ; covered him with 
a Cloath of Purple, and ordered him to be 
kept in a Room in the Court. When this 
Horfe died, he Ere&ed a Monument to him 
I upon the Vatican. And it was firft in the fa- 
vour of this Horfe, that they began the Cu- 
ftom of gathering Money for the Winning 
Horfes, in the way, as it were, of a Premium. 
For this Horfe was fo much beloved; that a 
Bufhel of pieces of Gold hath often been 
thrown to him by thofe of his Side in the 
Cirque. 

When Venn let forward upon his Expe- rlisnegli- 
dition to the Parthian War, Marcus accom- Z e *g Con ' 
Panied him as far as to Capua. But going on * 
(lis way from Capua, he Revelled it fo, at 
til the great Houfes where he came, that he 
antracted an Illnefs, and fell Sick at C/mofa 
n Naples, whither Marcus took a fecond Jour- 
wy to vifit him there. Certainly many ill 
L 3 and 
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and unhandfomc things appear in the Condufi 
of Verus, which he did during the time of th< 
War. For when both the Lieutenant of Sj 
ris was killed, and the Legions there were cu 
off ; the Syrians, Meditating a Revolt, and th< 
Eaft laid Wafte by the Enemy, then was hi 
palling his time in Hunting in Apuleia. Ai 
Corinth and Athens, he had his Muikal Con- 
forts, and Entertainments of Voices and In- 
ftruments. At every Port of note in Afu, 
Pampbylta, and Ctlicia, where he came, he 
made a flay to take his Pleafures. 

After he was come to Antiocb, he followed 
his Luxuries to excels for his own part, whilft 
his Generals carried on the Parthian Wan 
who were Statius Prifcus, Avidius CaJJius, and 
Martius Verus. In four years they went 
through Babylon, the Kingdom of Mtdit, 
and recovered Armenia : which procured to 
him the honourable Title of Conquerour of 
the Armenians, Partbtans, and Medes,. which 
was alfo Communicated to Marcus at Romi, 
He pafled the Winters in thofe four years, at the 
City of Laodicea ; the Summers at the Village 
of Daphne, and the reft of the time at An- 
tiocb. Ail the Syrians made a jeft of him; 
and feveral Railleries, which they pallid up- 
on him upon the Stage in their Plays, are ex- 
tant. He admitted his Slaves to be as free 
with him at all times, as the Cuftom is to be 
upon the Feafts of Saturn. He went, at the 
iohcitacion of his Courtiers, as far as to the 
Banks or" the Euphrates twice ; and he came up 
tp E-i't*s :o r?.tz. h : s Wife Luada, who was 
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fent to him from Marcus her Father. But his 
design in this Jaft Journey principally was to 
prevent Marcus, that he (hould not come 
down with her into Syria, and fo deteft his ill 
deportments ; becaufe Marcus had told the Se- 
nate, that he would bear his Daughter Com* 
pany into Sp-ia. At laft, when the War was 
ended, he appointed Kings over the refpe&ive 
Kingdoms, and gave the Governments of the 
Provinces amongft his Officers: and then re- #// re- 
turned himfelf to Rome, but much againft his turn "> 
inclination, thoBgh it was to take the honour Rome - 
of a Triumph; becaufe to leave Syria, was to 

j leave, as it were, his own Proper Kingdom. 

; So he came and triumphed in Company with 
his Brother, and the Senate confirmed the 
Titles to him, which he had before received 
from the Army. 

He fhaved his Beard (which he had not 
done before) in Syria, only to pleafure an 
ordinary Miftrefs, that he had gained there ; 
which gave the Syrians an occahon to fay fe- 
deral things upon him. The time of his return 
to Rome was unfortunate: for it feemed, as if 
he brought the Plague with him thither, and 
into the Provinces through which he palled. 
This Plague arofe firft in the Country of Ba- 
bylon; where out of a fnull golden Coffer, 
which a Soldier had plundered in the Temple 
of Apollo, proceeded, it is faid, fuch a Pelli- 
jentious ftench, as fpread idelf from thence 
into Partbia, and fo over the World. Not 
that this was yet a fault of Vcrus, but of Cap- 
f»u\ who, contrary to his Fakh given, rafed 
L 4 the 
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the Gty of Sekucia, after it had received our 
Forces, as Friends. At the fame time, a- 
mongft others, Suadratus, a Writer of the 
Parthian War, Vindicates Cajfms too againft 
this accufation ; and lays the blame upon the 
StUucitnt themfelves, for b^eakjng their Faith 
with Cajfms the firft. But however that is, 
Yerui had Co much reverence for Marcus, that 
he defired to Communicate to him, upon the 
day that they triumphed together, the fame 
Titles and Names of Honour which had been 
deferred to himfelf. But yet x after his return 
from the Parthian War, he was not altogether 
fo very obfervant of Marcus as formerly, fuf- 
fenng his Servants to have too great an influ- 
ence over him, and s&ing in many things 
by them, without the advice of his Brother. 
ether To which it is to be added, that he brought a 
Ktej. Company of Mimicks with him out of Syria, 
as if they had been fo many Kings to adorn 
his Triumph. The principal of whom called 
by the name of Paru. Then he built himfelf 
a famous Seat upon the Via Clodia ; where he 
Revelled with great Luxury for feveral days 
together in Company with his Servants, and 
fuch of his chofen Friends, whofe prefence 
brought no conftraint upon him. He invited 
Marcus thither one day to fee him ; who 
came, but it was to fhew to him the fan&ity 
of his life, which was great and worthy to 
have been the fubjeft or his imitation. Mar- 
cus tarried with him five days 5 but employed 

his time all the while in continual Bufinefs, 

• - • ...L-.ia 
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whUft was either Feafting, or providing 
for his Feafts. Another Mimick that he 
brought with him out of Syria, at a Trophy 
of the Parthian War, was one, that he called 
by the Name of Apolaufitss ; bot his former 
Name was Agrippm Memphis. He brought 
with him befides, for his diverfton, Fidlers, Pi« 
pers, Players, Buffoons, Juglers, and of att 
thofe forts of Slaves which Syria and Alexan- 
dria are fo delighted with; that really one 
would think by his Captives, that he had been 
making War, not againft Partita, but againft 
the Stage. 

It was not openly vifible to the World, but 
yet it was privately whifpered, that this diver- 
fity of his Life to that of Marcus, with many 
other things, occafioned an ill Undemanding 
betwixt them. Efpecially, this was laid upon 
the Death oiLiba, who was a Coufin German 
to Marcus, and who had been fent by him, as 
his Lieutenant into Syrta ; where behaving hitn- 
felf more haughtily than a Senatour in that 
Quality ought to have done, and faying, That 
he would write to Marcus to be fortified, if per- 
haps be doubted in any thing ; Vtrnt could not 
take it, that he paid no more Refpe& to htm, 
who was an Emperor upon the Place; and 
after this Libo died fuddenly, with almoft the 
Marks of Poyfon upon him. From which 
fome thought, that he was poyfoned by the 
hand of Verus. And though Marcos was not 
of this Opinion, yet the thing ferved to en- 
creafe the rumor of their difagreement. Gu- 
mmas and Agadjtus, two Servants of Verus, had 
a great 
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a great Influence over him, as I have already 
(aid in the Life of Marc**. He married th« 
latter to L&os Widow, although contrary tc 
the defire of Marcus, who therefore denied h« 
Prefence to the Elpoufafs. Codes, and <ts£liut 
L*tw or Eltttut, were two others of his ma- 
numitted Servants : He had more befides, who 
were all ill Men enough , and whom Marcm 
difmiffed, after the Death of their Matter; 
only ts£hus Lstm he retained, who afterwards 
was the Author of the Death of his Son 
HeGer. CemmoJui. In fine, when the German War 
man Ex. came on, becaufe Marcus neither thought fit 
feditien. to fe n£ j y„ ut co lt i \ OI)S> n0 r yet to leave him 
in the Town alone, upon the Account of his 
great Luxury, they went both together to it, 
and came to the City of ^utleta; where Verus 
did nothing but divert and enjoy himfelC 
whilft Marcus took upon him the Care of all 
things. They crofled the >4/pj,a It hough this was 
much againft the Inclination of Verm ; and as 
for what pafled afterwards betwixt the Ambal- 
fadors of the Barbarians on the one hand, beg- 
ging Peace, and our Emperors on the other, 
it hath been already reprelented fufficiently 
in the Life of Marcus. So the heat of the War 
being over, and Verus urging to return to 
Aqutltia again, becaule he longed for the 
Pleafures of Rome, it was refolved by both to 
go back to Rome. But as Verus was in the 
Coach, not far from the City of Altim, he 
was taken fuddenly with an Apoplexy; for 
which, lifting him immediately out of the 
Coach, and letting him Blood, they brought 
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him alive unto Altino, where he continued 

three Days fpeechlefs, and then died. Death of 

There was a Difcourfe, as if he had been Verm - 
Inceftuous with his Wife's Mother, Faufiina; 
and that Faujlina had contrived his Death, by 
putting Poyfon in his Oyfters, becaufe'the 
Conversion which he had with the Mother, 
he difcovered to the Daughter. There was 
another Story made of his Death, which I have 
fee down in the Life of Marcus, but which is 
utterly inconfiftent with the Virtue of that great 
Man. Others attributed his Death to his own 
Wife, becaufe he was a little too indulgent to 
the Love which he had for Fabia his Sifter, 
whofe Power flie could not brook. And cer- 
tainly there was that great Kindnefs betwixt 
Verus and Fabia, that it was ajfo reported, that 
they two had confulted together to kill Marcus ; 
but when this was difcovered to Marcus by 
Agaclpus the Servant of Verm, Faufiina pre- 
vented the Murder of Marcus, and me herlelf 
killed Verus. 

As to his Perfon, he was well fhaped, with His Per" 
a good Vifage, and a Beard, before he ftiaved, fmagt. 
extraordinary long, like a Barbarian ; tall, and 
a frown upon his Brow that was awful. He 
had yellow Hair, which he took a great Care 
of, and ufed an Art with Gold Duft, to make 
icghtter,and look yellower ftill. He was a little 
flow in Speech, a great Lover of Game, always 
Luxurious, and in many things a Nero, ex- 
cepting Cruelty and Buffoonry. Amongft the 
reft of his Curious Furniture for his Luxury, 
he had a Cryftal Cup, that he called Swift, 
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after the Name of his beloved Horfe; and it 
was of fo large a fize, it held a Draught in- 
deed more fit for a Horfe, than any thing elfe. 
He lived Two and Forty Years, and reigned 
Eleven, in Conjun&ion with his> Brother. 

His Body was interred in the Sepulchre of 
Hadrian, where his Father the Cxfar alio lies. 
The Story which I now faid, is inconfiftent 
With the Virtue of Marcus Antcmmus is well 
known, and it is this; That Marcus with a 
Knife empoyfoned on the one fide of it, di- 
vided a Piece of a Sacrifice to Vent, and gave 
that Part thereof to Verm to eat, which was 
touched with the Poyfbn ; which is a Crime 
impoffible to be conceived of Marcus, what- 
ever the Life and Actions of Vtrus might per- 
haps deferve. Neither do we leave it in doubt, 
but wholly reje& it as a falfe and fuppofititi- 
ous thing; being allured, that excepting your 
Majefty, O Dteclcpan, as yet, fince Marcui, 
Flattery it felf hath not been able to form a 
better and a more accomplifhed Prince than 
he. 
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Vidau Caffiusy was, as fame tlwuK , tie- Hit Ex. 
fcended from the Ancient Family of nadim. 
the Caffii ; but yet this was.onIy by the 
fide of his Mother : for his Father was 



Avidius Sevens, who from a private Extra- 
ftioo, and the Degree of a Gemurion, railed 
himfelf unto the higheft Honours; of whom 
Quairtm 
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Quadrat us makes mention in his Hiftory ; and 
indeed fo much to his Advantage, that he 
calls him a great and neceflary Man in the 
State, and who had a great Intereft with the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus^ in' whofe Reign 
he died. This Caftm, of the Family, I fay, of 
thofe CaJJii, who had confpired againft Jultus 
Catfar, was one that fecretly hated a Monarchy, 
and could fcarce endure the very Name of an 
Emperor : He /aid, That no State was fo in- 
tolerable, as an Empire, -which cannot be put 
down without another Emperor. In his younger 
Years, He had attempted to depofe Antoninus 
Pius. It is true, his Father being a great 
and worthy Perfon, covered him againft the 
Charge of that Ambition, but yet he was al- 
ways looked upon as a fiifpicious Perfon. 



A LETTfcR of Verus Jntonims 
concerning him; written to the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus^ fays 
thus. \ 

AVidius Caffius bath a greedy Eye upon tbt 
Empire, at kaft at I think, and as fomt 
time ago tt wot known he had, under the Reign 
ef Antonios Pius our Father. Idefireyou to take 
good Notice of him : Every thing we do dtfpleajes 
bim. He grows extraordinary Ricb, laughs at 
us bath ; calls jom a Doating Tbilofofber, and 
Me 
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pie a Luxurious Fool. Confder, what is to be 
done : I hate not tie Mart, hut do you fee "whe- 
ther it is not iU for you and your Children to 
hep fucb a one in your Army; and one befides 
that the Soldiers love, and hearken to with 
fleafure. 



The ANSWER of Marcus An- 
toninus, concerning Avidius CaJJius, 
was this. 

IHave read your Letter, in which you are tog' 
apprebeufive, than I would have an Emperor 
to he, or than fuits well with our Reigns: For 
if the Empire it allotted to Avidius Gaffius by 
Heaven, we fbould not he able to cut him off, if 
we would: You know the faying »f your Grand- 
father Hadrian, That no Man kills his SucceC 
four. But if it it not fo allotted him, be will 
fall of bimfelf into the fatal Snare, without our 
Cruelty. Neither can we make a Man a Crimi- 
nal, who is ac cm fed by none, and who as you fay 
is beloved by the Army. In ABions of Treafm 
alfo, fo it is, that even tbo they are proved, up- 
on Men, the World is apt to think the Sufferer m- 
j*red; which made your Grandfather Hadrian 
f*y, O the hard Fate of Emperors, who can- 
not be believed, that they arej Ufurpt upon, 
until they are killed ! I cbofe to name Hadrian 
fat it, rather than Domitian, who was the firft 
indeed 
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indeed that fatJ ft ; becanfe when a thing « 
veU faid, jet if it is the faying of a> Tyfant 
it bath mt tbe Authority with it, Of it defer Vis 
Therefore let Avidias GafliuS havt his evfft •uhryf 
being a good Officer, Strilt (hid Stout, and p] 
great Ufe in tbe State. For of to what yoii tirgt 
about tbe taking Care of my Children, if Avidius 
Caffius (l>all deferve to be better beloved than 
they, and it is expedient for the Publick, rather 
that he live* than tbe Children gf Marcus,, farr 

torriniir; ''at them perifi. ' ; JU ' 

This is what Ferns and what->flf«f» 
.nivus, feverally wrote concerning" Caffiut' Now 
we (hall explain in fhort the Temper and the 
Maniwrs-of trtePerfonx which isall.tnat can 
well be known- bf fuch, wfwfe . EiWfii fto'bnS 
prefumes tw write to their Attarftage, oqt'of 
Refpe#to thbfe by whom they tferie r deft?oj:> 
ed ; ontjr vft fhall add fomerhirtg of his- irP 
fumption /of" the Empire, and of his Dearh, 
HaYmgin thts-Defign that We are upon, pro 
pofed totonrfdTCS to take in the Hiftories of 
alt that in any wife have born the Title of Em- 
perors, whether juftly or unjuftMy, to the end 
that your Mafeffy, O Ditelefian 1 , fhould hare 
a perfect Account before you, tb* your own 
Perfon, of the Events of the Empire of Rortt. 
He was a Mao of that Variery^h his Man- 
ners, that now he was cruel 3 and ill humored, 
then mild and obliging ; hoW he Was very 
Religious, then-Profane i fbmetffhes he drank 
hard, then he was as abftemious ; fbmetiraes 
he eat very nroch, another time" he fafted as 
thttehi 
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much ; fometimes he was all for Women, theri 
be was all for Chaftity; fb that People were 
not wanting to call him a Cmtilme\ and he" 
Taid, they might call hirfi what they pJeafedy' 
fo he but gained his Point of "the Dialogic • 
by which Name he meant Marcus Antonimti 
who was fo eminently skill'd in P^ilolbpm), 
that going to the War againft the Mkreom»tmi\ 
and every body being in fear for him , left 
any thing ill mould happen to him;, they de- 
fired him before he went, that he would dis- 
cover to them his Precepts of: Philofophy i 
which at their Entreaty he did, in Dilcourfes 
to them, which he continued three Days toge- 
ther. Befides this, Avidius Coffins 1 if as a. ftri<ft 
Man for Military Difcipline ; infomuch, that 
he was willing to have himfelf be called a 

Marius. 

Now having begun to make mention of his Ms fins 
Stri&nefs, there are many Inftances not to bo Dfciflint 
omitted, in which he (hew'd himfelf not fo pro. 
perly to fay ftrid, as he was cruel. For firft, if 
the Soldiers had taken but the leaft thing by vio- 
lence from the People of the .Provinces, he 
crucified them immediately upon the place, 
where they committed the Fact. He had a- 
nother way of executing them, which was 
purely of his own Invention, which was this. 
A great Stake of Timber was- let up, which 
was Eighty, or a Hdndred Foot high ; the con- 
temned were tied to this Stake in Ranks, from 
he top to the bottom ; at the bottom was a 
Fire, which burnt feme to Death, whilft o- 
Ws were fuffocated with the Smoak, and 
M others 
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others were fometimes frightned to Death. 
He hath ordered Ten in a Body to be chain'd, 
And thrown into a River, or into the Sea to- 
gether. To Deferred he many times cut off 
their Hands, or their Legs and Thighs; fay- 
ing, The Example of a Criminal living in that 
matmtr m mifery, is of a greater Force, than if 
he was kilTd at a blow. A Party of the Auxi- 
liaries, once in the Army under his Command, 
had without his knowledge lurprifed the Sar- 
mata, as they were lying carelefly upon the 
Banks of the Danube, of whom they killed 
Three Thoufand, and returned to their Corps 
again, with a great Booty. And as it was 
their Centurions that had put them upon this 
A&ion , the Centurions expeded to be re- 
warded for it ; becaufe with a handful of Men 
they had killed fuch a Number of the Ene- 
my, whilft the Tribunes and the other Offi- 
cers had negle&ed the Opportunity that was 
offered. But for their Reward, he ordered 
them to be all taken, and, which is a thing 
without Example, crucified like Slaves. He 
faid, It might have happened, that the Enemj 
had had a Trtei tn it, and an Ambufcade, which 
would have much reflected upon the Honour of tbt 
Roman Name. So a great Mutiny upon this 
arifing in the Army, he came immediately to 
them, and faid, Kill me, if you think fit, ani 
add that Fait more to this Corruption of Difri- 
plioe At which they were all appealed. He 
fhew'd he did not fear them ; and this made 
him to be feared by them : Which added fuch 
Strength to the Difcipline of th« Rmam, and 
ftruck 
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ftruck fuch a Regard on the other fide into the 
Enemy, that they came and begged of the 
Emperor Antoninus an Hundred Years Peace, 
having had the Satisfaction to let thofe very 
Perfons who had gotten a Victory over them, 
condemned to Death, by the Judgment of the 
Roman General himfelf ; becaufe without his 
permiffion, they had without Ordtfrs gained 
that Victory. 

Many more of his Severities upon the Sol- 
diers are to be feen in ts£milt*s Pattbewiariut ; 
he caufed them to be beaten with Rods in the 
Markets, and in the midft of the Camp ; he 
cut off their Heads, or many times their Hands. 
He forbad them to carry any thing with them 
in an Expedition, befide Bacon, Bisker, and 
Vinegar ; which tf he found <hey triafgre^d, 
he not a little puniraed their Luflsury. 



A LETTER from the Emperor 
' Marcus Antoninus to the Lieutc- 
naat of Syria, fays thus of him. 

IHave^gtvm the Legions of Syria, which Cx- 
fonius VeAilianus fays, that be found at in 
Hot Baths, dijfohed in Luxury, and living in all 
forts of Vleafures, to the Command of Avidius 
Caflius, and t think, I have net done amifs.- 
Ton know him a Man of the Si-verity and Difct' 
?/«* if the msthnt Caffii; and to fpeak truly 
M i witl>m_ 
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•without the Antient Difcipline, the Soldiers can 
not be well governed. You remember that goot 
Verfe of the Poet, 

Moribns antiquis res flat Romana virilis. 

That is, tie Cuftoms of our Forefathers, and fact 
Per fans as were in thofe days, are the befi Suf 
ports of the Empire of Rome. Do you take can 
that there be fufjicient Provtfitnt laid up for thi 
faid Legions, and if I am not mi/laken in Avi 
dius Caffius, be it one that will not let tkem 
be loft. 



The ANSWER of the Lieutenant 
to Marcus Monims was this. 

IT is well done, Sir, that jour Majefiy bath pt- 
f erred Gaflius to the Command of the Legim 
of Syria. For there is nothing fo convenient, a 
a fevere fort of a Man for thofe Grecianifed Sol- 
diers. He wiU firip them of all their hot Bath, 
and (hate aU their fine Flowers off of their Headi, 
their Necks, and their Bofoms. All the necejjat] 
Froviftent for the Legions are ready, arid notkiq 
wiS be wanting, fo long as they have fo good t 
Commander over them. 



Nor 
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Nor were they miftaken in their Judgments 
which they had of Avidtus Caffm. He im- 
mediately commanded the Soldiers to their 
refpeftive Colours, and publilhed an Order, 
that if any one of them was but ften at Daphne, 
he fhould be cafliiered. Every Seventh Day 
he examined their Arms, and Cloaths, and E- 
quipages. He banifhed all forts of Pleafiires 
from the Camp, and unlefi they corre&ed 
their Manners, he allured them, they fhould 
ftfs the Winter there in their Tents ; which cer- 
tainly had been done, if they had not lived 
more foberly. He exercifed the whole Body 
of them every Seventh Day at their Arrows 
and their Arms. It was a miferable thing, he 
faid, that Wrejllers, Hunt (men, and Gladiators 
fwuld be continually exercifed , and not Soldiers ; 
U whom their Labours are always the lefs, after 
they are once accuftmed to them. Thus corre- 
fling the Difcipline of the Army, and order- ■. 
ing all things well in Armenia, Arabia, and 
Egypt, he made himfelfto be beloved by all the 
Eaftern People, efpecially by thofe of Antiocb ; 
mfomuch, that that City confented to his Af- 
fumption of the Empire, as Marius Maximus 
lays in the Life of Marcus Antoninus, who in ' 
his Second Book of the fame Life fays alfo, 
that when the Robbers of the Parts called Bu- 
colia in Egypt, had committed many Dilbrders 
there, which were heavy upon that Kingdom, 
they were reduced, again under fubjedtion by 

Now this Caflius fet himfelf up in the Eafi Caffim «, 
to be Emperor, fome fay by an-fiitrigue of ^L'r 
M % Fau/tina, 1 ' 
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Faafi:na } whodefpairing of the long Life of hei 
Husband Marcus Antonmus, was in a fear, thai 
file alone Ihould not be able to proteft het 
Infant-Children, and that fomebody Ihould 
come upon the Throne, who would deftroy 
them. But however this is, to take the Sol- 
diers and the People off of their Love to 
Marcus Antomnus, in order to bring them to 
confent to himfelf, Cafius ferved himfelf of 
an Artifice, which was, to give out, that 
Marcus was dead, and to qualify the Regret 
of his Lofs, he mentioned him with the Re 
fpeft of one made a God. Then as Empe- 
ror, he chofe himfelf a Captain of the Guards, 
and made one of his Sons Governour of the 
City of Alexandria^ which Two were after- 
wards both kill'd by the Army, but it was 
done againft the Will, and without the Know 
tedge of Marcus Antoninus ; who neither fell 
into any Paflion to hear of the News of the 
Rebellion, nor fought his Revenge upon the 
Children or Friends of Caffiusi The Senate 
declared him an Enemy, and confifcated his 
Eftare, which Marcus Antoninus forbidding to 
be returned into his proper Coffers, it was 
paid by the Order of the Senate into the pub- 
lick Treafury. Some pretended, which ftruck 
a Terror into the City, that in the abfenceof 
Ar.tcnittus 3 Avidius Cajfius, as he was entirely 
beloved by all, excepting the loofer fort ol 
People, would come to Rome, and expofe it 
to Free-Plunder ; upon the Account of the 
Senarours efpecially, who had declared him 
an Enemy, and confilcated his Eftate. On 
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the other hand, the Love of Antoninus him- 
felf to Coffins, appeared very much in this, that 
when he was killed, and every body, unlefs 
the Citizens of Antioch were contented at it, 
he was not killed by the Command of him ; 
for there is no doubt, but he would have 
fpared him, if it had been in his Power fo to 
do. 

And when his Head was brought to him, clemency 
he did not rejoyce, nor was he elevated at it e/Antoni- 
at all, but on the contrary, he was very lorry nuj - 
that he was deprived of an occafion to Ihew 
his Mercy ; and faid, He would rather have 
had him taken alive, to have convinced him of 
bis Ingratitude, and then faved him. One (aid, 
That Antoninus was to blame for being fo f a . 
vourable to hit Enemy, and to bis Enemy i friends 
and Children, and all his adherents: Adding, 
That if Caflius had got the belter, what then ? 
Antoninus anfwered, We have not fo ferved the 
Gods, nor fo lived, as that it flmld be his luck 
to Conquer us. Upon which he reckoned up 
all the Princes that had been killed, and /aid. 
That there were Reafons for which they had de- 
ferved it ; for fcaree ever any good Prince bad been 
either killed or conquered by an Ufurper; for Nero 
deferved it; Caligula de ferved it ; Otho 
Vitellius were not ft to reign. He thought as 
much «f Galba for bis Covetoufnefs, and faid, 
That Avarice in an Emperor is a mop bitter 
Fault. In fine, not Auguftus Ca:/ar, nor Tra- 
jan, nor Hadrian, nor Antoninus Pius his Fa- 
ther, could ever be furmounted by the Rebels, 
tW they bad many of them ; but it was the Re- 
M 4 belt 
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his Fate to be iejlroyed, fonsetime even without 
the Knowledge, and contrary to the Will of thofe 
Trinces. So he defired the Senate not to ani- 
madvert too feverely upon the Accomplices of 
the defection of Cafiiut, wifhing that no Ss- 
natour might be put to Death in his Reign; 
which gained him an extraordinary deal of 
Love. Some few Centurions were pumfhed, 
and then as for others who were baniihed, 
fie ordered them to be re- called and pardoned 
them. 

He pardoned the Antiocbiam, who had fa 
firmly adhered to the Ufurpation of CaJJius, 
together with other Cities that hadaffifted him. 
For tho' at the firft he was very angry at the for- 
mer,io as to take away their publick Games,and 
many other Ornaments of their City, yet h« 
afterward reftored them to them again. He 
beftowed a Moiety of the Eftate of Cajjiui up- 
on his Sons, and gave his Daughters the Gold, 
Silver, and Jewels. Alexandra, who was one 
of them, and Druentjanns her Husband, had 
free Power from him to go whither they 
would, and lived in the greateft Security, not 
like the Pledges cf an Uliirper, but the Chil- 
dren of a Senatour. He forbad the Fortune 
of their Houfe, fb much as to be caft in their 
Teeth ; and (ome who were rude to them up- 
on that Account, were by his Order profecu- 
ted and puniihed for it. 



Here 
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Here follows a Letter from the Em- 
peror Marcus Jntoninus to Faufiina 
his Wife. 

VErus formerly wrote the Truth to me con- 
cerning Avidius Caffius, when he /aid, 
That he had a greedy Eye upon the Empire. 
For I fupfofcyeu have hear J, what the Exprejfes 
bring of him. So come thou to Albano, that we 
may confider together of Matters by the WiU of 
the Gods, and fear nothing. 

This obviates what Marius Maximus fays of 
Faufiina, who defiring to defame her, makes 
her accefiary to the Ufurpation of Caffius. Her 
Anfwer in which fhe preues him to be very 
fevere was this. 

I WiU come firait to Albano, to morrow, at you 
command. However, I now advtfe, that if 
you love your Children, you would pro/ecute this 
Rebellion mofi fever ely : And you may ajfare your 
felf, that unlefs you opprefs them, they wit you. 

Another Letter of Fauftina to Marcus 
Antoninus upon the fame Subject. 

MT Mother Fauftina, in tie time of the 
Defection of Celfus, advifed your Father 
her Husband Antoninus Pius, that be jhould firfi 
jW his kindnefs to bis own Family, and next 



The Ufe of VoU. 
to Others. Becaufe be cannot be a good Prince, 
•who does not take care of bis Wife and Children. 
Ton fee what Age tmr Son Commodus is of. 
Porapeianus jour Son-m Law is already Old, 
and a Stranger. Mind what you do about Avi- 
dius Caffius and bis Affociates. Do not [fare Men, 
who have not /pared you, and who if they had 
conquered, would neither have /pared me, nor 
our Children. I (hall follow you in your Journey 
quickly. I could not come to Formiaf, becaufe our 
Fadilla is Sick. But though I find you not at 
Formix, I foall overtake you at Capua, which 
City may do good both to me and our Children in 
our Healths. I defire you to dtfpatcb Soteridas 
tee Pbyficsan to Formic. J cannot truft to Pifi- 
thcus; be knows not what Phyjick to give to a 
young Girl. Jreceivd your Letter, which you ftnt 
by Calphurnius, and I jhall anfwer it, if I fiay, 
by Caxilius the old Eunuch, a trufy Man whom 
you know, and by whom I will fend you an ac- 
count by Word cf Mouth, what the Wife of Avi- 
dius CafEus, and Son, and Son- in Law, are re- 
ported to fay of you. 

By thefe Letters, one may fee that Faufiint 
was not at all Privy to the Enterprife of Caffm, 
upon whom fhe is fo fevere. What Antoninus 
writ to her again, the following Letter fhews 
us 

Tou, it it true, my Fauftina, Advife very 
well m your love to your Husband and Children. 
I have Read your Letter, in which you defire me 
to frefecute the Accomplices of Caflius. But yet 
I jhaU fpare bis Children , Son in- Law, and 
Wife, and write to the Senate to be favourable 
to 
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to all the tarty. For there is not any thing that 
more recommends a Roman Emperour to all the 
World, than Clemency. This made CaHar a God. 
This Confecrattd Auguftus. This particularly 
adorned your father with the Title of Pious. In 
a word, if they bad gone according to the judg- 
ment of my Advice upon the War, not fo much 
as CafCus (hould have been killed. So he then 
fatisfied. The Gods proteiJ me l my Piety is 
pleafing to the Gods. I have declared our Pom* 
peianus, Conful for the next year. This is what 
Antoninus writ to his Wife. 

Now let us fee what an Oration, upon this 
occafion, he fent to the Senate. A part of it 
is thus. 

Fathers of the Senate ; you have new my Son- 
in Law to be your Conful : I fay, Pompeianus; 
whofe Age had long ago been rewarded with that 
Office i but that other extraordinary Men have 
intervened, to whom it was fuft to pay the Honour, 
that the State hath owed them. Now as for what 
concerns the DefeBion of Caffius, I beg and con- 
jure jou Fathers of the Senate, that you would 
continue to me, nay to your felves, the Character 
of Piety and Clemency, and let the Senate put none 
to death. Let not one member of the Senate be 
put to death, nor the blood be fpilt of any one that 
is Noble. Let the banijhed return, and the Pro- 
fcribed receive their Efiates. I wi(h I could raife 
even the dead to life again. For Revenge a never 
good in an Emperor, it appear sill in his own Caufe, 
let it be never fo juft. Tou will give a Pardon 
therefore to the Children of Avidius Caffius, his 
Son in-Law, and his Wife. But why do J fay 
Pardon, 
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Pardon, when they have committed nothing ? Let 
them live in fafety, knowing that tbej live under 
the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. Let them en- 
joy the Patrimony of their Parents, which hatb 
in fart been already granted to them. Let them 
have the Gold, the Silver, and the Wardrobe. Let 
them be rich. Let them be fafe. Let them have 
their full Liberty, and in the fight of all People. 
Let them beat ft many infiances of mine, and in- 
fiances of your Clemency. Nor is this /neb a great 
Grace, Fathers of the Senate, to grant a Pardon 
to the Wives and Children of perjons Profcribedi 
I do further defire of you, that fucb of the Se- 
natorian, and Equeftrian Orders, as have been 
Accomplices in this DcfecJion, be ProtecJed al/o by 
your Authority from Murder, from Profcrtptian, 
from Fear, from Infamy, from Envy, and from 
aU ktnd of Injury ; and that you allow this Honour 
to my Reign, that none upon thefe accounts art 
killed in it, but who only in the very Tumults are 
killed. 

This great Clemency of his was followed 
by the Senate, with thefe Acclamations. The 
Gods preferve Antoninus the Pious, the Gods 
fave Antoninus tbt Merciful. O Antoninus 
the Merciful ! the Gods fave you. Tour Maje- 
fiy hath rtfufed to do what you very well might 
have done : we have done but what became us. 
Make Commodus, your Son, Emperor with you. 
Strengthen your Race. See that your Children 
are fafe. No Force can touch a good Reign. W t 
beg the Tribunitian Power for Commodus An- 
toninus. We beg the Prefence of your Majefiy 
with us. We Congratulate you for your Philofo- 
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phy, your Patience, your learning, your Nobility t 
your Innocence. Tou conquer your Foes. You fur- 
mount your Enemies. The Gedt favt you. 

So the Pofterity of Avidiut Cajjias lived in 
Safety, and were admitted unto Honours, till 
Commodm Antoninus fiicceeded after the Death 
of his Father, and then commanded them all 
to be burnt alive, as much as if he had farpri- 
fed them in the very Ad of fome Trealbn. 

This then is what we have found concer- 
ning Avidiut Cafjius, who in his Temper was 
always various, buc more efpecially propenfe 
to Correction and Cruelty : But yet if he had 
carried the Empire, he would have been flatter- 
ed with the Name of not only of a Gracious, 
but an Ufcful, and an Excellent Prince. 



A Letter to his Son-in-Law, which 
he writ in the time, that he acted 
the Emperor, is in part as follows. 

UNhappy State .' How miferably does it fuffer 
under the Tower of the Rich, and Men thirl- 
ing to be fo ? Marcus is an excellent Ferfon truly ; 
who to get bimfelf the Title of Merciful^ fufftrs 
tbofe to live, whofe Lives he condemns at the fame 
time ! Where is now that Lucius Caflius, wbofe 
Name I bear t tho 1 am unworthy of it ? Where 
it that Marcus Cato, the Cenfor ? Where it all the 
Difcipline of our Fore fathers, which decayed long 
ago, but now is not fo much as asked for ? Marcus 
Antoninus Vhikfophtfes, and ®sfpute.s about Gle- 
mtney 
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nutuy and the Soul, to Jujtice and Honefly ; and »<>. 
Vtr thinks of tht State. Tou fee there is need of a ft- 
vert Hand, to reduce things to the Condition they 
were in in antient Tutus. For my part, 1 wifi) to 
theft Prefidents of the Provinces, all the Chaftife- 
mcxt that thej deferve. What can I think them 
Proconfuls, or think them Prefidents, who live, as 
if the Provinces were given them by the Senate, 
and by Marcus tht Emperor, only to be Luxurious 
in, and to got to be Rich ? Tou have heard of 
the Captain of the Guards to our Philofopbtr. He 
who three Days before -was a Beggar, and a poor 
Rat, is now become a rich Man on a fudden. 
From whence, I fray, but out of the Bowels of 
the State, and the Fortunes of the People of the Pro- 
vinces ? Well, let them be Rich, let them be Weal- 
thy, they will fo much the more enrich the pub- 
Itck Coffers. The Gods favour only an honefi Caufe, 
and the Friends of Caffius fhall refiore the Empire, 

This Letter very well fljews,whar a ftrid fore 
of an Emperor Cajjm would hare made, if h» 
had reigned. 
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MELIUS LAMPRIDIUS: 

Addrefled to the 

EMPEROR 

DIOCLESIAK 

AS for what concerns the Family of H " fix * 
Ctmmodus Antoninus, we have fpoken traaion - 
Efficiently already upon that Head in 
the Life of his Father Marcus. He 
was born at Lavmia, the Day before the Ca- 
lends of September, under the Confiillhips of 
his 
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his Father and his Uncle. It is (aid, his Grand 
father by his Mother's fide had been former!] 
born at the fame place. When Fauflin* waj 
big of him, (he dreamt, She fliould be brought 
to Bed of two Serpents, but that cite ef them -was 
more Fierce than the other. So lhe was brought 
to Bed of Commodtts and An'tminta, at one 
Birth ; the latter died at four Years of Age, 
and yet the Mathematicians had promifed^him 
by his Stars, an equal Fortune and Life 'with 
Commodtts. 

Ha fre- Marcus Antoninus educated Commodus as well, 
ceftcrs. according to his own Precepts, as to thole of 
the great ana the beft Men. Otu/icritus was 
his Mafter in the Greek ; CapeBa Antifiius in 
the Latin, and Atteiui Sanftus in Rhetorick. 
But as many Mafters as he had in the good 
Arts, they figmfied nothing to him ; whether 
the Fault was in his natural Genius, or in thole 
who had the Condu& of his Youth at the 
Court. Forfiom a Boy, he was Naught, Fil- 
thy, Cruel, Lewd without Shame » at the fame 
time, Excellent at things not belonging to the 
Quality of an Emperor, as Glials- making, Dan- 
cing, Singing, Playing upon the Pipe ; a Buf- 
foon, and a Gladiator in Perfe&ion. He gave 
an early mark of his Cruelty at Civita Veccbit, 
in the Twelfth Year of his Age ; when Ba- 
thing, and the Water happening to be a little 
too hot, he commanded his Servant to .take 
the Man that attended the Bath, and throw 
him into the Furnace : In whole ftead, the Ser- 
vant threw in a" Sheep- skin, which he did, to 
make him believe, that it was indeed the 
Bagnio- 
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Bagnio man, by the filthinefs of the Stench. 
He had the Title of C*far given him, when a 
Boy, together with Ferns, a Brother of his ; 
and in his Fourteenth Year, he Was entred in- 
to the College of the Priefts. 

He was declared Prince of the Roman T«uth % 
at the fame time that he put on the Man's, 
that is, the Roman Gown ; before which, he 
had already given a Largefs to the People. He 
put on that Gown upon the Nones of July, 
the Day that Romulus died, and the Year that 
Caffius revolted from Marcus Antoninus. Hd 
went with his Father into Syria and Egypt, 
ind returned with him again back to Rome. 
Then by a Difpenfation of the Law, as to his 
Hge, he was made Conful; and upon the Fifth 
>f the Calends of Dtctmbtr, under the Con,- 
"ullhips of Pollio and Aper t he was declared Em- J* u del 
»erorin Conjun&ion with his Father, andtri- clwedm- 
iniphed with him ; the Senate having de- q^xxi. 
reed it fo to his Honour. He went with his 
: ather to the German War : Bat as for fuch 
>f the Officers of his Court, and of his At- 
sndants, as were Perfons of Virtue, he could 
isver endure them. All the worft fort of Men 
e gladly kept in his Service ; and if they were 
emoved from him, he was nek till he had 
iem again. Hence he made a Tavern and Hit De- 
Bawdy houfe continually of the Court, ne- bauchcrj, 
er (paring for Coft or Mpdefty ; playing at 
Jice, and hiring the lewd Women Of the 
Wn, whicji were any thing pretty, to be with 
in, to make a Sport with in all manner 
* Debauchery. Sometimes he went about 
N the 
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the Markets with fraall Wares like a Pedlar • 
fbmetimes he was a Horle- Merchant, (ome- 
times he drove his own Chariots in the Coach- 
men's Cloaths. He eat and drank with Gla- 
diators, pimped to the Whores with Wafties, 
and appeared to be born rather for the mod 
infamous ufes, than for that Place unto which 
Fortune raifed him. 

He turned off at his coming to the Empire, 
his Father's old Servants, and his old Friends, 
And one day he made an attempt upon the 
Modefty of a Son of Salvim Julianas, whc 
was one of his Commanders. But being re 
pulled, he ever after (tuck upon the skirts ol 



the Court were turned away, either in dii 
grace, or by removing them to other places 
which were unworthy of them . The Mimicks 
reprefented him, as a Burdalh, for which he 
prefently banifhed them. He quitted the Wat 
which his Father had alroolt finiftied, and 
granted to the Enemy every thing that they 
defired, and then came to Rome ; where when 
he triumphed, he had one Seoterut in the Cha- 
riot with him at his back, to whom he many 
times turned about, and kuTed him publickly ; 
and fo he did in the Cirque. In the Evenings 
he gave himfelf the Liberty to run up and 
down to the Taverns and the Bawdy-houfes ; he 
made Men Governours of the Provinces, who 
were either the Companions of his Crimes, 
or recommended by as ill as thofe that wer$j 
which brought him (b much on the one hand 
into the hatred, and on the other into the 




All the beft fort of 




about 



contempt 



Vol. I. Empeter Commodus Antoninus. 179 
tempt of the Senate, that he fet himfelf in 
Revenge upon the deftru&ion of that great 
Order. 

In fine, the Cruelty of Commdus was a 
thing that moved Quadrants and Lucilla to en- 
ter into a Confpiracy to kiil him, not without 
the privity of Tarruntinus Vat emus the Captain 
of the Guards. The care of giving him the 
fatal Blow, was committed to Claudius Vdntpeia- 
nus his Kinfman ; who going in to him with 
a Ponyard, prepared for that purpose, as he 
had his Opportunity to ftrike, he broke out 
firftinto thefe Words, The Senate fends yen this; 
whereby deteaing his Defign too toon, he A Cmffi- 
failed to accomplifh it, the Company taking 
the Part of Cemmtdm. Upon this in the firft g A^ d m 
place, Vompeunus and Jguairatus, were put to 
Death ; then Nerfana, and Nor fauns, with P* 
ralisss and his Mother; and LntiSs was banift*. 
ed. Another Reafon of Cmmodus his failing 
into fo great an odium, being upon the Ac- 
count or Saoterus, whole Power the People of 
Kerne could not brook; the Captains of the 
Guards very civilly drew this Man out of the 
Court, under the colour of going to affift at 
feme Sacrifice, and as he was returning back 
again* their Spies (that they had let) fell up- 
on him, and killed him. This was work taken 
by Cemmedns, than the Confpiracy that had 
been fornix) againft himfelf; and looking up- 
on Tarruntinus Vaternus to be the Author of 
it, as he was, arid privy alfo to the intended 
\fTaffination of his own Perfon, he firft re- 
noved him from his Place and Power of Cap- 
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tain of the Guards, by the way of doing him 
the Honour to make hin\a Senatour, (becaufe 
thefe two Places were then incontiftent with 
one another) and in a few days after, he 
charged him, not only with the (aid Confpi- 
racy, but with promifing his Daughter in mar- 
riage to the Son of Julianas, in order as he 
pretended, that the Empire fliould be tranf- 
His cruel ferred upon Jultanus. So both Pattrms, and 
Seventy. J u lianus i and Vttruvius Secundus, who was a 
particular Friend of Paternus, and who was 
one of the Secretaries to Commodus, were put 
to Death. All the Houfe of the Qumtilu were 
extinguifhed, except Stxtus the Son of Condta- 
nus Qutmilttis who parted under the notion of 
being dead. Vttrafia Fauftina, Vtlms Rftfuj, and 
Egnatiut Capite were put to Death ; the latter 
of which had been a Conful. The Confuls 
ty£mtltus Junius, and Attilius Severus were 
banifhed, and many others were feverely treat- 
ed in divers ways. 

Commodus did not Co eafily appear after this 
in Publick, nor fuffer himfelf to be fpoken 
with upon any Bufinefs, but what was firft 
Percnnis referred to Pcrtnnts ; who knowing very well 
governs the Inclinations of his Mafter, took the Op- 
aIL portunity which was now in his hands, ^o ag- 
grandize his own Perfon. He perfuaded Com- 
modm, that he had nothing to do, but to pur- 
fue his Pleafures, while he took care of the 1 
Affairs of the State, to which Commodtu con- 
fented without Difficulty. "So Commodtu li- 
ving with his Three Hundred Concubines, of 
the handlometi he could get of the Ladies 
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and the Miftrefles of the Town, and with 
Three Hundred other Bardacao'i which he 
had collefted indifferently out of the Plebeians 
and the Gentry by their Beauties, parted his 
time in Revels, and in Feafts, and the Baths ; 
fometimes he butchered the Sacrifices himfelf, 
in the ftead of the Sacrificator, whofe Office 
that was ; fometimes he fought upon the pub- 
lick Stage with the Gladiators at Foils, and 
fometimes at home with own Servants ac 
fharps. Perettnis was the Minifter in the mean 
time that did every thing. Whom .he would, he 
put to Death ; others he plundered. He fub- 
verted all the Laws, and whatever he took, he 
put it into his own Pocket. As for Commodus, 
he firft rarifhed, and then killed his Sifter His 
Lucitta. He violated in like manner the reft ceft.> 
of his own Sifters, and lay wifh a Coufin- 
German of his Fathers, and gave the Names 
of his Mother and of his own Wife to one 
of his Concubines ; which Lady he afterwards 
taking great with another Man, he turned her 
off, banifhed her, and then killed her. Yet 
he hath other times commanded his own 
Concubines to be enjoyed by others in his 
light; nor was he without the moft fcandalous 
ufc of Boys. He corrupted himfelf with both 
the Sexes, in every part of his Body, even to 
his Mouth. •Claudius Pompeianus, whole Son 
had gone into the Chamber to him with the 
Poinyard, was fee upon, as if it were by 
Thieves at this time, and killed. Many other 
Senators were, without Law or Judgment up- 
M) them, executed, and fome rich Ladies. O- 
N 3 . thers 
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there in the Provinces were for their Riches 
firft falfly accufed, then plundered or killed 
And if they wanted a Crime to faften upor 
them, it was enough to fay, that they had re 
fufed to affign the Inheritance of their Eftate 
to the Emperor. 

Tha Affairs of Sarmaiia about this tims 
paffed very well, which Pertnnis attributed tc 
the Condu<a of his Son there, when indeec 
the Honour of it was due to the other Com 
Perennii manders. But at laft this Pertnnis, who wai 
fisin. Co Omnipotent in the Government, having 
difplaced fbrae Senatours to put in others whc 
were of the Equeftrian Order, to commanc 
in the Army that ferved in the War in Grea 
Bntatn \ and the thing being remonftrated a 
gainft by their Deputies, he was on a fudder 
declared an Enemy of the Army, and deli 
vered up' to be torn in pieces by the Soldiers 
and CleanJer, one of the Officers of the Bed 
Chamber, was appointed to fucceed in hi 
place. Then after the Death otFercmit anc 
his Son, who was alio killed, Commo&u k 
fcinded feveral of his Acfe, as if they had noi 
been done by his Order, and as if he was re 
eftabhfhing ail things in their firft Eftate 
But he could not hold on this fhew and pre 
tence of Repentance above Thirty Days; 
committing worfe things aftermrds by the 
cieander Miniftry of CleanJer, than he had before bj 
fucceeds that of Pertnnis. It was in his Miniftry onl? 
in buMt: t hat CUander had fucceeded to Peremu. Foi 
r W ry - as for his Place of Captain of the Guards 
N;gtr had that, and poffefled it, they fay, bui 
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fiVhours. For the Captains of the Guards 
were changed daily and hourly ; Commdut 
carrying himfelf in every thing now, worfe 
than he had done before. Martim Quart* 
was Captain of the Guards five Days ; the 
reft that followed after him, were either re- 
tained or put to Death at the Pleafure of 
Cleanier\ by whofe Authority, manumitted 
Slaves were brought into the Senate, and made 
Patricians. We had then Five and Twenty 
Confuls in One Year, which was never known 
before. The Governments of ail the Provinces 
were fold. For Clemder made a Sale of every 
thing for Money. He re called what Exiles 
he pleafed, and put them into Offices, and re- 
fcinded the Ads of the Courts. He prevailed 
lb much over the Weaknefs of Commoiut, that 
when Byrrbui, who was CemmoAuts Sifter's 
Husband, took the Liberty to blame his Mi* 
niftry, and to rell Cmmodut what had been 
done, he made no more, but charged him 
with High-Treafon in Revenge for it, upon 
which he put him to Death, and many others 
with him, who had flood in the Defence of 
him. Amongft the reft was tsEkuttanus the 
Captain of the Guards, in whofe place C/ms* 
dtr himfelf fucceeded in Conjunction with 
Two others of his own nomination ; which 
was the firft time that there were Three Cap- 
tains of the Guards together, and one of thofe < 
was a late Slave made free. 

But at length CUtmder alfb met with that 
end that his Life deferved. For having by 
Treachery, and upon falfe Accufations, con- 
N 4 demned 
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demned and put to Death Arrius Antoninus, 
the Proconful of Afts, in favour of Atallus, 
at which the People were Co incenfed, that 
Cowmcdus could not fuftain the Envy that it 
had brought upon him ; he was delivered up 
Cleander is a Sacrifice to the People, and ApcUufius 
fa-.n. and others of his Creatures about the Court, 
were killed with him. Amongft other things 
that he had done, he gave himlelf the Liber- 
ty to ufe his Mafter's own Concubines, by 
whom he had Children, who after his Death 
were killed, together with their Mothers.. His 
Succeflours were Juliamus and RegiL'us, who 
were afterwards alio killed by Commodus The 
fame Fate befel Scrviltus and Duillius, with all 
that belonged to them. Then he killed Antius 
Lupus, Vetrcnius Mamertinus, Suras, and Anto- 
ninus, who was his Sifter's Son by Mamertinus. 
Then he put to Death fix others at once, who 
had all been Con(uls,to Y/it,All)us fufeus,Celius 
Eehx, Luctius Tmquatus, Larttus EurtpianusyVa- 
hrsus Bajfianus, and VaftumtiusMagms, together 
with all thole that belonged to them. In 
si/ia he put to Death Sulpttms Crafts, the Pro^ 
conful ; Julius Vroculus, and Claudius Lucanus, 
a Conlul. He put to Death Fauftina Antsia, 
his Father's Coufin German in Acbaia, and an 
infinite Number of others. He had marked 
out Fourteen others ready for the Slaughter, 
.ti)en when his own time came, and when 
the Reman Empire with all its Power was no 
longer able to luftain his Weight. 



Now 
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Now whilft thefe things paft, the Senate in 
fccret Derifion of him, upon his making his 
Mother's Gallant a Confol, called him the- 
Pious Commodus; and when he had cut ofF^ 011 ™ 0 " 
terennis, they called him the Happy Commodus. t ™f"£~ 
So this Pious, this Happy Cemmodus, to add to t ke Se* 
the many Murders that he had committed dar nttti. 
ly, as if he was a New Sjtta, contrived and 
invented a Plot upon himfelf, for an occafion 
ftill of Murdering more. By flattery they fti- 
led him likewife, Conquerour ef the Britains, 
when the Britains would have let up an Em- 
peror againft him. They called him the Ro- 
man Hercules, becaufe he had flain Wild Beafts 
in the Amphitheatre at Lavinia; which was 
a common Exploit with him. He arrived to 
that degree of Vanity, that he would have 
the City of Rome to be called the Colony of 
Commodus ; which was a thing that he was 
put upon amidft his Gallantries with Mania 
his Miftrels. He drove in Perfon the Cha- 
riots in the Races in the Cirque. He ap- 
peared in publick in a Dalmatick, which is 
an effeminate Habit, and gave the Signal to 
the Chariots to ftart. When he fignified his 
Pleafure to the Senate about New Naming 

the City of Rome, Colonia Commodiana, they 
pretended, not only willingly , to accept the 
Propofition, but called by derifion their own 
Aflembly, 'the Houfe of Commodus, and him 
nothing lefs than a Hercules and a God. 

He once pretended, that he would make a 
Voyage into Africa', but it was for no other 
pnd, than under that pretence^ he might exaft 
Money 
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Money for his Charges, as he did, and fpene 
it when he had done, in Feafting and Gaming. 
He poyfoned Mottitnm, a Captain of the Guards 
with a Fig. He had his Statues let up in the 
Habit of a Htrades, and they facrificed to him 
Bis as to a God. He obferved the Sacrifices of lfis, 
ftrange infomuch, that he ftared his Head, and bore 
Prat*. tne image of AmAis upon his Shoulders about 
the City. He obliged the Priefts of Bellena, 
out of a Spirit of cruelty, really, to cut and 
flam their Arms ; and the Prieife of lfis, to beat 
theirBreafts with Pines, in earned, till they had 
almoft killed themfelves. As he affifted at the 
carrying about of the Image of Am/bit, he di- 
verted himfelf with giving the Priefts now and 
then, a good knock with the Head of it. Old 
Men that were lame and weak that they could 
not walk, he took, and drefled them up fo, that 
with the Clouts and Patches which he put about 
them, they looked like fo many Dragons, and 
then he made it his Sport to Ihoot them through 
with Darts. He polluted the Sacrifices of the 
Sun with real Homicides ; whereas what at o- 
ther times is ufed to be laid or a&ed there of 
that kind, is only a Matter of Shew. 

From an Infant, he was ravenous and diflb- 
lute ; he debauched all forts of Perfons that 
came about him; and if any dared to deride 
him, he caft them to the Wild Beafts, He did 
this to one who had but read to him the Life of 
Caligula out of Suetonius, becaufe it appeared, 
that he and Caligula were born upon the feme 
day. If any one had happened to fay, Would 
I qas dtaa\ he put him to death at his word, 
whether 
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whether he would or no. He was a pernicious 
Man in his Jefts. He (lathed open a fat Man 
crols the Belly, for the Curiofity to fee in an 
inftant his great Guts. When he had cut off 
a Leg of any one, he (aid, Ha wot mw of tbt 
Nation of tbt Monopodii; and when he had 
cut out an Eye, he called him Lvfcinim ( a 
Nighcingal ) by an allufion to the word LMptm, 



in a way of gayety in places up and down; 
fometimes becaufe he met them ill dreffed, fome- 
times on the contrary, becaufe they lookt no- 
ble and handfbme. He was pleated with Men 
of obfeene Names, and often kiued them. He 
had one Man with him called Own, who ex- 
ceeding in a private Part.the meafure of almoft 
any Animal, he was extremely dear and kind 
to him , and preferred him to be the Ruler over 
the Priefts of Htrcultt Rufikm. 

With humane ordure it is (aid, he defi- 
led often his beft Dimes of Meat, and then 
pleafed himfelf in drawing in the Company to 
eat of them. He pufht Jtdfomu a Captain of 
the Guards, into a Pond in hisGloaths, as he 
was waiting ; and at another time he comman- 
ded him to Dance naked before his Concu- 
bines, playing upon a Cymbal, with his Face 
disfigured. He feldom was without all. forts of 
Beans, Peafe and Pulfe- meats at his Table, for 
the beneht of their provocativenefs. He bathed 
feven or eight times a day,and fometimes eat in 
the very Baths. He polluted the Temples of the 
Gods with Whoredoms, and Murders ; fome- 
times he pretended to play the Surgeon, and 




to 
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to let Blood: but then he cut off an Ear, or 
a Nofe, with the Inftrumems. The Months 
of the Year were new- named by his Flatter- 
ers, according as he was pleated to have them. 
Auguft was called Comrmdus, September was 
Called Auguft, OHeber was called Hercules, No- 
vember was called Invincible, December was 
Called Exuperatorius, and January Amaz,onius: 
which laft Title was one that was occafioned 
by his Concubine Martia ; whom he fell in 
love with, by feeing her pictured in the dreft 
of an Amazon ; for which reafon he fome- 
rimes alfoappear'd in the Amphitheatre himfelf 
in an Amazonian Drels He entred the Lifts 
with the Gladiators, and hath been as much 
pleas'd to be huzza'd by the Mob upon thofe 
rimes, as if he had received a Triumph. He 
pra&ifed the Weapons in the Common School, 
where the Gladiators learn them. Every time 
that he Fought he ordered it to be entred up- 
on the Pubbck Records ; and in all , it is , 
faid, he Fought fe?cn hundred and thirty five 
times. 

He was created the Cafar, the fourth of 
the Ides of Ociober, under the Confullhips of 
Tudem and Pollia. He received the honour of 
the Title of Conqueror of the Germans upon 
the fame Ides, in the Conlulihips of Maximus 
and Orfbitus. He paft into the Colleges of 
the Priefts upon the thirteenth of the Calends 
of November; when ttfo and Julianut were 
Confuls. He went into Germany , the 14. 
of the Calends of Jxv (which Month he af- 
terwards called <s£lini) under the Confullhips 
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of the fame Perfons. He put on the Roman 
Gown, and was declared Emperor in Gon- 
jun&ion with his Father, the fifth of the Ca- 
lends of December, when Tollio and Apervrerc 
Confuls, which was then the fecond Conful- 
fhip of Vollio. He triumphed upon the tenth 
of the Calends of January, the lame Perfons. 
being Confuls. He went his fecqhd Journey 
into Germany, the third of the Nones of Ah- 
gufi, when Orfhitus and Rnffut were Confuls. 
And as he was thinking upon a third Expedi- 
tion, the Senate and the People of Rome de- 
tained him from it. Together with thefething?, 
it is upon Record, that he fought in Publick . 
before his Father died, three hundred fixty and 
five times. He did it again fo often after- 
wards, and ftill with fuccfcls, that he fubfcribed 
hirafelf the Conqueror of a tboufand Gladia- 
tor^ He killed many Thoufands of wild 
Beafts of divers forts with his own hand, a- 
mongft the reft Elephants; and this he did 
often, in the. fight of all the People of Rome. 

In all thefe things as vigorous as he was, His great 
he had yet a Rupture in his Scrotpm, fo large Strength. 
that one might difcern it through his Silks. 
Many -Verfes were made upon him, which Mai 
rim Maximut hath Colle&ed with care. His 
ftrength in killing the wild Beafts was fuch, 
that at once he hath ftruck an Elephant thro* 
with his Spear, and pierced the Horn of a 
wild Goat with his Lance, and killed thotffands 
of great wild Beafts, one after another,' at a 
blow. He came to the Theatre and Amphi- 
theatre often in Women's Cloaths, in which 
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be impudently called for Wine, and drank in 
die fight of all the Company. It was thus 
that he paft his time, whilft his Lieutenants 
abroad overcame the Maott and the D*c*, 
and compofed the Troubles of ? omenta. For 
the Provinces of Grtot Britain, Germany and 
Dacia, had endeavoured to reject the Yoak of 
his Empire! but his Lieutenants quieted them. 
Ms n«j- He did not care to trouble himfelf fo much as 
tigence. to fubfaibe bis Difpatches. In many of which 
he ufed the fame form ; and in feveral of his 
Letters all chat he writ was the word Fare- 

By this fort of Negligence, and with that 
wafte of Provifions together, which was made 
by thofe who were in Power under him, there 
arofe a great fcarcity at Rome, in a year that 
was not itfelf unfruitful. So upon this, he 
put feveral that had made that wafte,to Death, 
and Confifcated their Eftates. Then he lef- 
fened the Prices of things ; but that made the 
Scarcity ftill greater. Many in his time bought 
off another's Punifhment, and purchafed their 
own fafety with Money. He made Money 
by Commutations of one Punifhment for 
another, and by the Sepultures of the dead, 
and by putting to death fome in others fteads. 
He fold the Governments of the Provinces : 
part of the Money going to thofe by whom 
he fold them, and part to himfelf: He fold to 
fome Perfons the Maffacre of thofe they 
hated : and by his example, his Servants made 
a Sale of the Juftice of the Courts. He did 
not long continue either Taternut or Veremtt, 
Captains 
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Captains of the Guards. Neither did any of 
their Succeffbrs, keep in fo long as three en- 
tire years under him : becaufe he difpa'tched 
them either with Poyfon, or the Sword : and 
with the fame facility he chang'd the Go- 
vernors of theGity of Reme. 

He made nothing of putting to death the 
Officers of his Houraold, though they were 
Men who had been ufed to advife him in all 
things. One of them, by name Eltftut or 
ty£lm Latut, perceiving this, refolved to be 
before Hand with him, and fo engaged witk 
the Party that Gonfpired to his death. Betides, 
he had this Cuftom with him, 'that every 
thing he did, though never fo Bale, Impure. 
Cruel, Gladiator, or Pimp-like, he order'd 
it to be entred upon the Records of the City. 
One day righting as a Gladiator, and fancy- 
ing that the People derided him, he had given 
Orders to MafJacre them all upon the place, 
and burn the City : which had been Executed 
but that the Captain of the Guards deterred 
him from it. He hath been called fkhundred 
times by the name of Yatui, chat is, the name 
of the Chief of the Gladiators; and tri- 
umphed in it. 

The Prodigies that attended his Reign, whe- 
ther Publickor Private ones, were tbefe. A Prodigies 
Comet appearU The Statues of the Gods in in . "* 
the Forum moved their Feet, as if they had a 
mind to be gone. An exceffive heat of Wea- 
ther. On the Calends of .Jamtarj a great 
darknefs on a fudden covered the Cirque. 
Ominous Birds came in the night. He re- 
moved 
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moved out of the Palace; becaufe, he laid, 
he could not poffibly fleep there, unto a Houfe 
upon Mount Caluis. The Temple of Janus 
opened of it felf, and the Marble Image of 
Anubis appeared to move. The Brazen Sratue 
of Her cults, which is at one of the Gates of 
Rome, Sweat for feveral days. An Owl ap- 
peared over his Bed chamber, both at Rome 
and at Lavinia. He obliged Perfons to come 
co the Games of the Gladiators, not in their 
Gowns,but in fuch other Coats as they ordina- 
rily were at Funerals, and prefided at them 
himfelf dreffed in Black. His Helmet fell off 
of his Head twice at the Gate called the Gate 
of Death, through which the dead are ear- 
ned out of the City. 

At length, although too too late, £>uintut 
*s£lius L*tus the Captain of the Guards, and 
Mortis, one of the Concubines of Qommodus, 
entred upon a Gonfpiracy to kill him. They 
f# is fiift gave him Poyfon; but that operating in* 
l'"*- - effeaually, they ftrangled him by the Hands 
of one with whom he Was ufed to Wreftle 
for Exercife. 



heavy fottilh fort of a Look, no fine Difcourle, 
yellow Hair, which he uied Art with to make 
it Mill yellower: his Beard he took off him- 
felf, for fear of trufting to a Barber. Both 
the Senate and the People defir'd to have him 
drag'd, and thrown into the Tjber : but Per- 
ttnex buried him* in the Sepulchre of K*- 
dTittn. 
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There are no Works of his extant, befldes 
the Baths, which Cleander built in his name. 
He did not fb much as perfe<a thofe of his 
Father. Where he had cut his own name 
upon the Works of others, the Senate erafed 
it again. He fet up a Corn-fleet to Carthage, 
to be for a relief in cafe that other from Alex- 
andria , and the Corn from thence fbould 
chance to fail : upon which he ridiculoufly 
called the City of Carthage, Alexandria Com- 
moda Togata, and this Fleet of his Commodiana 
Herculea. He added fome Ornaments to the 
Statue of the Sun, which were all afterwards 
abolifhed. In the Place of the Head of Nero, 
he had put up his own upon the Body of it, 
with all his empty Tides at the bottom; not 
forgetting that of his Conquefts over fo many 
Gladiators, and that of Amazmiuf, which 
he took from his Miftrefs. All which not- 
withftanding the Emperor Sever/a, who Wa> 
one that in no wife indeed differed from hi? 
name, made this Prince a God, out of his 
oppofition, as it is fuppofed, to the Senate : 
and he appointed him the fame Chief Pneft, 
under the fame Title, to ferve him, that 
Commodus had provided Tor himlelf before he 
died. 

He left behind him fhree Sifters. The fame 
Emperor Severus ordered the Anniverfary of 
his Birth to be obferved. The Imprecations 
of the Senate againft him after his death were 
extraordinary : and becaufe it is fit to know 
them, I will let them down out of Marim 
Maximm x together with the Decree of the 
Senate, O Let 
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Tie Se- Let the Enemy of bis Country be degraded ef 
rate's De- a nfa H moru Let the Parricide be degraded of bit 
" fCn H mors - £- et *be Parricide be dragged. An E- 
nemy of hit Country, a Parricide, a Gladiator, 
la bim Rot upon the Dungbil. An Enemy of the 
Gods. A Butcberer of the Senate. An Enemy 
of the Gods. A Parricide of the Senate. An 
Enemy of the Gods. An enemy of the Senate' A 
Gladiator, to the Dungbil He Murdered the 
Senators, throw bim to the Dungbil ; drag bim 
about the Streets. He murdered the Innocent, 
drag bim about the Sirtets. An Enemy, a Par- 
ricide, that [fared not bis own Blood, let bim 
be dragged about the Streets. He -who would have 
murdered )cur Maje/ty, let bim be dragged about 
the Streets Tour Majefty was w the Jame fear 
with us, in the fame danger with us. Prefervt 
Peninax, thou mefl great, mofi excellent Jupi- 
ter ; fo we alfojhjll be fafe. We Congratulate the 
Fidelity of the Guards. We Congratulate the Pra- 
torian Bands. We Congratulate the Roman Ar- 
mies- We Congratulate the Piety of the Senate. Let 
the Parri:,dt i f dragged. We beg of your Maje- 
jlj, the: the Parricide may be dragged. We beg 
this, that the Panicide be dragged. Hear us, 
Ca:far; the Debt curs to the Lions ! Hear us Cx- 
far ; Delators to the Lions J Hear us Gaifar, 
Speratus to the Lions. 'We Congratulate the Vi- 
dory cf the People of Rome. We Congratulate 
the Fidelity cf the Soldiers. We Congratulate 
tb 't Fidelity cf tie Guards. We Congratulate the 
Pratorian Bands. Down every where with the 
Enemies Statues. Down every where with the 
Parricide's Statues. Down everywhere with the 
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Gladiators Statues. Down with tbe Statues of 
the Gladiator and tie Parricide. Let the Mur- 
derer of ' bis People be dragged. Let the Parri- 
cide of bit People be dragged. Down with tbe 
Statues of tbe Gladiator. Under jour Majejlf 
we are faft. Now we are Free ; now we are 
Secure ; and tbe Delators in fear. Let tbe De- 
lators be ever in fear, and we in fdfety : De- 
grade them, Cudgel them, cafi them to tbe Li- 
ons, Cudgel tbem to death. 

Let the memory of the Parricide, tbe Gladia- 
tor, be aboUfhed. Let tbe Statues of tbe Par- 
ricide, tbe Gladiator, be taken down. Let tbe 
memory of tbe filthy Gladiator be abolijhed. Tbe 
Gladiator, to the Dungbtl. Hear, Caeiar, let the 
Murtberer be dragged about tbe Streets. Let tbe 
Murtberer of the Senate be dragged about tbe 
Streets, after tbe manner of old. He who was 
Crueller than Domitian, and Filthier than Nero ; 
thus did) thus let him fuffer. Let the Memories 
of tbe Innocent be preferved with Honor. We 
befeecb your Majefty, re (lore tbe Honors of tbe In- 
nocent. Let tbe Carcafe of tbe Parricide be drag- 
ged about tbe Streets. Let tbe dead Body of tbi 
Gladiator be dragged about the Streetit Let tbe 
Carcafe of tbe Gladiator be thrown upon tbi 
Dungbil. Ask, ask us all, if We do not all 
Judge him to be dragged about tbe Streets. Hi 
who Murdered all forts of Perfons, let him be 
dragged about tbe Streets : that fpared no Age y 
lit him be dragged about tbe Streets , that {pared 
no Sex, let him be dragged about the Streets : 
that fpared not bis own Blood, let him be drag- 
ged about tbe Streets. He who Plundered tbe 
O 2 Temples, 
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Temples, let him he dragged about the Streets : 
that obelised the laft Teftantms ef the dead, 
let him he dragged about the Streets: that rehhed 
tbtlsvmg, let bim he dragged about the Streets. 
W t have been Slaves to hit Slaves: He who 
f«ld the IJves ef his People, let him he dragged 
abuts the Streets : that totk the Money, and jet 
itft not his faith, let him he dragged about the 
Streets. He who (old the Senate, let bim be 
dragged about the Streets : that deprived Children 
ef the Inheritance of their Fathers, let him he 
dragged about the Streets: Delators, Informers, 
Suborners of falfe Witnejfts, be for ever banifised 
the Senate. Even your Majefty bath been in 
the fame fear with us. Ton know at things. 
Ton have fern the good, and the had. You knew 
all things. Amend all things. We have been 
m fear for you. O happy we in your Life and 
Reign ! This about the Parricide, it the Adviee,tbe 
Judgment, the Decree of us all round. We beg your 
Pre fence among us. The Innocent lye unburied; 
let the Carcafe of the Parricide be dragged. The 
Pamcide bath pulled the very Dead out of their 
Graves, let the Careajeofthe Parricide be dragged. 

But the Body of Commedms being how- 
ever by Livim LarenRs his Servant, delivered 
into the hands of Fabtm Chile, the Conful, it 
was privately buried in the night by the order 
of Pmtnax. Hereupon the Senate exclaimed, 
who ft doing it this, that be is Buried i Let 
Parricide be taken up again out of the flan 
where be it, and be dragged. Then Cimm 
Sever us faid, He is Buried againft Law : as I 
fay this, or a Higb Pritft, the whole College of 
the 
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the Triefis fays the fame : And I am further ob- 
liged to declare and pronounce, That at be lived 
to the defiruclim of the People and hit own [hame, 
hit Statues art every where to be dcftroyed, de- 
stroyed ; His Name to be erafed out of all the fub- 
lick and private Monuments* and the Months of 
the Tear to return to be called by the old Names 
they had, when firfi tbm Teft befcl the State. j 
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His Ex- "JTXUhlius Helvius Vtrtintx was the Son of 

traSicn. Helvius Succejjus, who was the Son of 

JL a late Slave made free. He had the 
Name of Pertmex given him by hi? Fa- 
ther, from nothing but his wilful and pertina- 
cious adherence for a long time, to the poor 
Occupation of his Father, which was drying 
and burning of Wood, and making of Char- 
coal. He was born in a Village ia the Jpen- 
vmc ; and at the fame time, an Accident hap' 
pened at his Birth, which moved his Father 
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to go to an Aftrologer to enquire about his 
Fortune; who telling him fiich great and fuch 
extraordinary things of him, as were paft his 
belief, he faid, he had but flung away his Mo- 
ney in confuting him. After he had be- 
gun to take to Letters, and had ftudied A- 
nthmetick and Greek, and was put into the 
hands of Sulpitius Apollinaris, he came to be 
a Profeflbr of Grammar himlelf But making 
but little Advantage by it, he changed that 
courfe of Life, and by the means of Lollius 
Ayitus, who was his Father's Patron, and had 
been a Conful, he got himfelf made a Cen- 
turion. Then he rofe to be a Captain of a 
Cohort in Syria,, which is a Body of Foot of, 
it may be, Six Hundred Men; and going Poft 
into Syria in the Reign of Antoninus Pius, with- 
out the Authority of the Emperor's Letters fb 
to do, the Prefident of Syria obliged him to 
follow the reft of his Journey, to his Com- 
mand, on Foot, as far as from the City of 
Antiocb. 

He deferved very well by his Services in the Hit pub- 
Partbian War, which made him be tranllated l 'A Em- 
mto Btthynia. Then he commanded a Part of t'-°J m ™ ! - 
the Array in Mafia, and afterwards in Germany, 
where his Mother who had followed him thi- 
ther died, and her Sepulchre is faid ro bs Hand- 
ing at this day. From Germany he was remo- 
ved to be the Governour of Dacia, with a Sa- 
lary of Two Hundred Seftertium's • but the 
Emperor Marcus Amminus, being made to 
fufpect him as one tnat was ambitious of the 
Empire, he was re called from that Govern- 
O 4 menr, 
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ment, and was afterwards chofen by Claudius 
Tcmpeianus, the Son-in-Law of Marcus Antoninus, 
to be his Affiftant in the Command of the 
Auxiliaries. He behaved himfelf To well, that 
he was created in the next place a Senator. 
And his Innocency appearing, as to the Am- 
bition of which before he was malicioufly ac- 
cufed, for a compenfation of that Injury done 
him, the Emperor made him a Praetor, and 
gave him the Command of the Fir/f Legion ; 
by the means whereof, he prefently recovered 
Rbatia, and the Country ofNoricum from the 
Enemy. This was fo Eminent a Service, that 
the Emperor made him a Conful ; who very 
often in publick in his Speeches,which it would 
be too long here to infert, but one of them is 
extant in Marius Maximus, commended him 
both to the Soldiers and the Senate, and ex- 
prelTed himfelf before all the World, fbrry, 
that he could not make him a Captain of the 
Guards, becaufe of his being a Senator. After 
the Rebellion of Cajjius was at an end, Pertinax 
was commanded out of Sjria, to the Defence 
of the Danube. Next he was made Gover- 
nour of both the Mafia's, and then of Da- 
eta ; and from his well managing of thofe 
Provinces, he gained the Government of 
Sjria. 

Hitherto, chat is, to his Government of Syria, 
he had conduded himfelf, in a manner that 
was altogether unblameable, But after the 
Death of Marcus Amozintu , he ftrangely ap- 
plied his Ca.e to the amaffing of Money; 
which failed net co bring upon him the Re- 
proaches 
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proaclies of the People. He came a very rich, 
Man into the Senate ; where he firft appear- 
ed to take his place in Perfon, in the time of 
Commeius, after he had been the Governour 
of Four Gon hilar Provinces, and had had the 
Honour of a Gonfulfhip given him in his ab- 
fence. But it was not long before Ytremtty 
the great Minifter under <hat Prince, banilhed 
him, and commanded him to retire to the Vil- 
lage, in the State of Genoa, where his Father 
had kept his Charcoal- Kiln. So he came, anq 
being there, he bought himfelf a great quanti- 
ty or Land, and furrouoded his Father's Kiln, 
which he left Handing in the fame Form 
as it was before, with an infinite company of 
fine Buildings. He i elided there three whole 
Years, in which he paft his time in his old 
Trade, which he carried on by his Servants. 
After Peretmis was kill'd, Commoiw took Per- 
tinax into Favour, and ordered him to go in- 
to Great Britain. He went, and repreffed the 
Mutiny of the Forces there, who were for 
fetting up a New Em gSfcr. They would have 
fct up even Vertinax himielf. Nor Was it with- 
out much difficulty that he appeafed their 
Seditions. He was almoft killed in one 
of them, at leafthe was left among the dead; 
which he feverely relented and punifhed. Then 
he delired leave to be re- called, becaule ha 
laid his Difcipline amongft them had made 
the Army averfe to him. So another Pea-fort, . 
being appointed to fucceed him, he was firft 
made General of the Provifionfc andfoon after 
the Proconful of Africa. 

During 
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During his Proconfulfhip of Africa, he was, 
they fay, troubled with fevcral Seditions there 
alfo, occafioned by the pretended Prophefies 
of the Goddels Ctltftu at Carthage. Then he 
was made the Governour of the City of Rome, 
in which place fucceeding Fufcianus, who was 
a moft fevere Man, and he behaving himfelf 
on the contrary with the greateft mildnefs 
and humanity, he pleafed every one, and a- 
Hc is mqngft the reft, CommoJus fo well, that he 
ms.it took him to be Conful in Conjunction with 
dnfuly himfelf ; which was then the Seventh time of 
the Confulfhip of Commodm. Then came on 
the Confpiracy to kill CommoJus, which Per- 
tinax d;d not reject, when made acquainted 
with it ; and the thing being done, the Cap- 
tain of the Guards, and Eleftuj a great Offi- 
cer of the Houfhold, came to him, and fet 
him up for the Empire, and carried him to the 
Camp. Pertlnax harangued the Soldiers, and 
promifed them a Donative. He told them, 
how that thofe Two great Officers had thoughc 
him a Pcrfon, not unworthy to be propofed 
for the Empire, hndp»ww>W«j Was dead ; 
not faying, that Commodus was killed, but that 
And de- he was dead of a Sicknefs only. In fine, Per- 
dared tinax was faluted Emperor at the firft but by 
Empenr. a fe^ T j,j s was the day before the Calends 
of January- and he was then above Sixty 
Years of Age. After this, late that Night, he 
came from the Camp to the Senate ; and the 
Chappel of the Senara not being ready open- 
ed for him, he went into the Temple of Con- 
cerd ; where Claudius Pomptanvs, the Son in- 
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Law of Marcus Antoninus meeting him', and*" 
Complementing him, Pertinax would have:perr i 
luaded him, to have taken upon him the Em- 
pire; but he refilled it, becaufe he law that 
Pertinax was already the Mao.: " Immediately, 
all the Magiftracy with the Confuls came to:: 
the Senate, and as loon as they ware entred,. 
they declared. Pertinax Emperor, tho' it wast, 
then midnight. -. 

After the Confuls had let forth his Prafles 
in luch Speeches as the occalion required, and 
that i'.ia Senate had alio ended their Impreca- 
tions againft the Memory of Cmmodus, Per-, 
tinax returned his Solemn Thanks to them. 
He returned his Thanks particularly to the 
Captain of the Guards, by whofe means it Was, 
both that Commodus was cut off,, and that hiin- 
feif was raifed to be Emperor : And tbo v ic 
was true, he faid, as Falfo obje&ed, that the 
(aid Captain of the Guards, and Martia toge- 
ther, had been the Inftruments of many of the 
wicked Deeds of Commtdm, yet be told them, 
that they were to consider cbe Neceflky there 
Was of obeying the? Orders^of that Prince j 
for otherwife, what they had done was againft 
their own inclination. The lame day^ his 
Wife Flavia Titian* was declared Emprefs. 
He was the. firft Emperor that ever received 
the* Title of Father of his Country, together, 
with the Proconfular, and the Tribunirian 
Powers, and the Right of a fourth Reference, 
the firft day of his Reign. Which thick and 
hidden accumulation of lo many Honours, was 
lookt upon as an Omen but of a Ihort Reign. 

Then 
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Then he went to the Palace, which was void, 
because Cemmodui had been killed in a Houfe 
upon Mount C*lm, and the Tribune coming 
to him the firft day for the Watch- word, his 
Word was, Militemm, let us Fight; which was 
the fame indeed that he had given before un- 
der all his Adminiftrarions ; but upbraiding by 
it, as it leemed, the remiuWs of the times 
pall, the Soldiers were touched to the Quick, 
and prefently thought of changing the Empe- 
ror, again. 

The feme day, being the firft of the New 
Year, he invited the Magiftrates, and the 
Chief of the Senate to a Banquet, which was 
an antient Cuftom that had been however 
omitted by Co***mdm. The next day as the 
Statues of Commdta were thrown down, the 
Soldiers appeared to be troubled, and fo much 
the more, becaufe Tertmtx had given them 
again the feme Word at before; andWarwasa 
thing not to be admitted, they thought, under 
an Emperor Co old as he. Upon the Third of 
the Nones following, thp' it was the Thankf- 
giving Day for his aceeffion to the Empire, 
they would have drawn Irmim Mtternus La- 
fcivim, a Noble Senator, into the Camp, to 
have let up him to be Emperor ; but he re- 
futed it, and efcaped from them, and came 
to the Court to Ptrtmax, to anure him of his 
Fidelity, and afterwards withdrew out of the 
Town. In the mean time, all this obliged 
Terttnax in fear, to confirm to the Soldiers and 
the Vetcr*nes, all the Pay, and all the Gifts 
that had been granted them by Cmmdut. He 
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alfo courted the Senate, and owned himfeif to 
receive the Empire at their Hands, He af- 
fured them under his Oath of his innocency 
from having had any hand in the mahrerfa- 
fation of the laft Reign. He re-called fuch as 
were in Banilhment, and reftored the Memo- 
ries of others to their Honour, who had been 
unjuftly put to Death. The Senate conferred 
the Title of Cafar upon his Son : But as he 
had not yet approved the Honour which they 
had (hewn to his Wife, fo as to this of his 
Son ; he Aid, Let it be when be defervts 
it. And whereas Cemmtdut had added by his 
Authority many Perfons to the Order of the 
Prators, who had never exercifed the Office 
of a Prastor, and yet he allowed them to 
take their Places in common with thofe that 
had; Pertmax palled an Edid as to this, to 
command, that thole who had never exerciled 
the Office of a Prator, but had received that 
Honour only by the Creation of Commodui, 
Ihould give place to fuch as had been Praetors 
indeed ; which brought an odium from many 
upon him. 

He ordered the publick Account of the t ui - 
Eftates, and the valuation of all Perfons to be *"* 0r *- 
over-look'd, and ftated a new. He ordered nanc "' 
fevere Punilhments to be taken upon Perfons 
that had informed againft others falfly. But 
yet he was not altogether fo fevere, as his Pre- 
deceflbrs, with Relation to Perfons of Qua- 
lity, who were brought before him for any 
Crime. He made a Law, for the firft Will al- 
ways to Hand good, until another that is Po- 
fterior 
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fterior to it is eftablifbed and received in due 
Form in its ftead. He declared, that as foi 
himfelf, he would never enter upon any Inhe- 
ritance, which either was devoted to him in 
Flattery, or by any litigious Right, or to the 
prejudice of the Lawful Heirs ; unrig, thefe 
Words upon the fame oecajion, It m better, 
Fathers of the Senate, that the Crown jhould be 
feor, than that it (hould get never jo much Rides 
by ill means, and dijhoneurable Acltons. The 
Largefles to the Soldiers and the People, which 
himfelf, and a.](6 Ctmmodm had promifed them, 
he paid. But yet the Exchequer was fb ex- 
tremely low at his coming to the Crown, 
that he declared, he had not found in it above 
Ten Seftertium ; fo that this obliged him to ex- 
ad fbme Payments which Commodm had im- 
pofed, although he had before promifed to 
remit them. LcUtanus Gentianus a Conful, asking 
him therefore why he broke his Word, he told, 
him the Reafon was, NeceJJity. HemadeanAu- 
<3ion of the Goods bslonging to Ctmmodus ; 
ordered his very Bardaccio's and Concubines 
to be fold, excepting fuch of them, as ap- 
peared to have been retained in the Court by 
him by violence. And of thofe which were 
fold, there were many that afterwards redeem- 
ed their Fortunes, and under other Princes ar- 
rived as high as to be Senators. The Buffoons 
and Jefters of Commodm, fuch as were Men 
of obfeene Name?, he fold, and of the Money 
that he made of this Negotiation, which was 
a great deal, he gave a Bounty to the Soldiers. 
He exacted alio from the Servants of Com- 
modus, 
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modus t an Account of all things that their 
Mafter had lavimly given them, to enrich 
rhem. 

The moft principal Things in the Auction AuBion 
of the Goods of Commodut were thefe, Gar- & Ce- 
ments of Cloth of Gold, Tunicks, Cloaks .^J"* 
Hanging-Coats, Dalmaticks, Fringed Vefts, " 
Coats of Mail, and others of other forts; 
Arms for the Exercifes of rhe Gladiators, en- 
rich'd with Jewels and Gcd, vaft Herculean 
Swords; Collars for the Gladiators ; Veflelsof 
fine Gold , 1 vory, Silver and Citron ; Drinking- 
Veflels,which were fome of them of obfcene Fi- 
gures ; other Vefiels belonging to the Arts of the 
Gladiators ; Chariots of a rare Invention, with 
the Seats to turn fo.as either to decline the Sun, 
or take in the Air, as you pleafe ; with other 
things to meafure theWay, and fhew the Hour ; 
and whatever elfe was agreeable to the Plea- 
fures of that Prince in all forts of Vices. 

As for luch Servants as had been taken out 
of private Houfes into the Court, Pertmax re» 
ftored back thofe to their proper Mafters. He 
reduced the Table, and cut off all the prodi- 
gious Expences of Ctmmddus. He contented 
himfelf with a little, and the Example of his ' 
Frugality was of great effect upon all things. 
In fine, he reduced the Expence of the Hou- 
fhold of the Emperor, to a Moiety of what 
it was accuftomed to be before. 

He appointed certain Recompences for the 
Soldiers that acquitted themlelves with Ho- 
nour. The Debts that he contra&ed on the 
firft occafions cf his Reign, he difcharged. He 
reftorcd 
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reftored the Credit of the Exchequer. He fee 
3-part a Sum for Publick Works. He gave 
Money for the Reparation of the High- ways. 
He paid a great many Soldiers that had ferved 
well, their Arrears. He put the Exchequer, in 
a word, in a Condition to difcharge its Debts. 
But whereas there was due to the Alms-Chil- 
dren of Tr*jms Eftabli foment, the Allowan- 
ces of Nine Years, he quite funk that Debt, 
which was fevere, and a great Reflexion up- 
on him. It is true, he was not exempt from 
the afperfion of Covetoufoefs, in the time he 
was a private Man. He had opprefled with 
Ufmy his Neighbours upon the Lake di Sabato t 
and had turned them out of their Lands, to 
extend further the Limits of his own. He 
was called really a Money- monger ; and 
many have writ, that he did fordid things in 
the Confular Provinces which he governed ; 
the}' (ay, that be ibid the Diicharges from, and 
the Commands in the Army. His Parents 
had little or no Eftate to leave him, and no 
Inheritances fell to him from others, yet he was 
grown a rich Man on a hidden. He reftored 
after be was Emperor, to every one, the fi- 
liates which were taken from them by Com- 
moiutj but yet he exafted a Confederation for 
ic He came conftantly to the Senate, and 
always reported fome thing or other to them. 
He foew'd himfelf always gracious to all thofe 
that came to pay their Reverences to him, or 
ask him any Favour. He difcharged fome 
from the A ecu (axiom of their Slaves, and a- 
venged the Dtath of others by crucifying their 
Accafcrs. Whilft 
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Whilft thefe things pafled, Falco the Conful 
formed a Defign againft him, out of an Am- 
bition to (et up himfelf. Pertinax complained 
tn the Senate of it ; but however, forgave him, 
and begg'd his impunity of the Senate, where- 
by Falco lived in Safety upon his Eftate,. and his 
Son was his Heir when he died. Many in- 
deed faid in his behalf, that whatever Defign 
there might have been amongft others to make' 
him Emperor, he knew nothing of it himfelf; 
and that the Slaves who were his Accufers, did 
him wrong, and were corrupted, and had not 
agreed in their Evidence. But however it is,, 
a worfe Fa&ion than this was made againft 
Tertinax by Latw, the Captain of the, Guards,, 
and thofe to whom the San&imoriioufnefs of 
this Prince was offenfive. For L*tm had re- 
pented himfelf of his Services in having ad- 
vanced him to the Crown, becaufe he had re- 
proved his Condu& in Corns things. Nor were 
the Soldiers without their Refentments, becaufe 
Pminax had put to death feveral in the Bufinefs 
of Falco, upon the fimple Depofition of one 
Slave. 

Therefore a Party of Three Hundred Sol* Pertinax 
diers of the Guards, well equipped, aflaulted fl" n - 
the Palace, and killed him. The lame Day, 
no Heart was found in the Sacrifice, at which 
Pertinax had affifted ; and in another, no li- 
ver. Therefore having intended to have gone 
that Day to the Athtruemn, to hear the perfor- 
mances of a Poet; but putting it off) becaufe 

the ominoumefsof the Sacrifices; the Guards 
that were to attend him, had Orders to retire 
P to 
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to their Camp, when on a fudden they turned 
upon the Palace, from whence it was not pof 
/ible to repel them, nof yet to give Advice to 
Vertinax of them in due time : for all the 
Courtiers regarded him fb little, that they en- 
couraged rather the Soldiers on to the Enter- 
pnfe. So they furprized him, as he was giving 
fome Orders about the Affairs of his Houfhold j 
arid being come up into the Gallery, as far as 
to a place which is called Sicily, and the Ban- 
putting- HaU of ]wte, as foon as Vertinax knew 
of it, he fent Lotus to them : but Latus avoided 
them, and went another way, hiding his Face, 
and flinked Home. After they were broken 
in further, Vertinax came forth to them him- 
felf, and befpoke them in a long and a grave 
Oration which fweetned them : till one Tau- 
fins, one of the Troop of Tongrts that ferved 
in the Guards, putting them into a new fret, 
darted his Javelin at Pertintx's Breaft ; who 
then Invocating Jupiter the Avenger, threw 
his Gown over his Head, and the reft fell 
upon him , and Stabbed him. Eleilus died 
with him, having firft killed two of the Affaf- 
fines. The other Officers of the Chamber that 
were about him, fled : fome fay that the Sol- 
diers had broken into the Bed Chamber, and 
that they killed him there, hiding himfelf a- 
bout the Bed. 

His Per- He was a Venerable old Man, with a long 
f m 1 ! ' Beard, curling Hair, pretty Grot, his Belly 
ftanding a little out, of a Princely Stature; 
wanted not Eloquence, but was rather Grati- 
ous in his Words than thought Sincere. He 
obliged 
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obliged every body in Words, but in Deeds 
was illiberal and almoft fordid ; and particu- 
larly in his Entertainments and Prefents. He 
had as yet made no Change in the Officers 
that had been put into the Government by 
Commit* ; expecting the Anniverfary of the 
Birth-day of the City of Runt, {tb*t it the 
eleventh or twelfth of the Calends of May) be- 
caufe he defign'd to date from thence his be- 
ginning of all things. And therefore they fay 
the Officers of the appointment of CommoJtts, 
who were afraid to be turned out, had resolved 
to kill him in the Baths by that time, if it had 
not been done to their Hands before. 

Certainly Empire, and all the Honors there- His ckt, 
unto belonging, made fo little an imprefflon 
upon him, that he always fhew'd himfelf 
greatly difpleafed with them, and he defired 
to appear ftill the fame Man, that he had ever 
been. He carried himfelf to the Senate, the 
moft refpe&fully in the World. When they 
Congratulated him, he Complemented them 
again, and divided his Difcourfes to all of 
them, as if he was but the Govcrndur of the 
City of Rome. He would willingly have laid 
down the Empire, and have return'd to a pri- 
vate life ; and he would not fufFer his ChHdreh 
to be brought up in the Court. Indeed he Was 
fo faving, and fuch a lover of Profit, that he 
Trafficked at the Lake di Stbato by his Ser- 
vants, when he was Emperor, in the fame 
manner, as he did when he was a private 
Man. Perfons who fpoke freely of hini, faid, 
he was one that promifed Well, but did No* 
P i thing. 
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thing. Thofe of his own Country, who re- 
forced much to him upon his being made Em* 
peror, obtained as good as*nothing from him, 
and faid the fame. Yet he was free to fufFer 
himfelf to be prefented, with any thing to his 
advantage. He left a Son and a Daughter 
behind him ; together with his Wife, who was 
the Daughter of Flavins Sulpittanut, whom he 
made the Governor of Rome in his own plate. 
He did not much concern himfelf with the im- 
pudicity of his Wife ; who in the fight of all 
the World entertained for her Lover, a Mufi- 
cian. On the other hand he had for his Miftrefs, 
one Corntfcia ; to whole love they fay he was 
extremely abandoned. He was extraordinary 
find upon the Servants about the Court : and 
this therefore made him be much hated by 
therh. 

Si'tu cf The figns forerunning his Death were thefo. 

hjDurb. Three days before he was killed, he thought 
he law a Man by reflexion in a Pond, making 
at him with a Sword. The day that he was 
killed, it was obferved that the Pupils of his 
Eyes, as if they were dead, did not reprefent 
the Images of Perfons that look'd on him : 
and as he facrificed in his private Oratory, 
the Fire went out : and neither the Heart, 
nor the Liver were found in the Vi&ims. Stars 
very bright, though near the Sun, appeared in 
the day time fome days before. What him- 
felf faid of Didtus Julianus, was an Omen of 
the fucceflion to him of that Perfon. For Ju- 
lianas bringing his Kinlman, his Brother's 
Son to him, to whom he had promifed to give 
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his Daughter in Marriage, he advifed the 
young Man to oMerve the Commands of his 
Uncle, for fays he, He is my Colleague and 
my Succtjfor: For he had been his Colleague 
in his Confulfliip, and had fucceeded him 
in his Proconfullhip : and at laft he fucceeded 
him in the Empire too. The Soldiers and the 
Courtiers both hated Pertinax. But the People 
took his death with Indignation, becaufe they 
law he was one, who might have re-fettled all 
things in the good order as they were of old. 
The Soldiers that had killed him , ftuck his 
Head upon a Spear, and brought it through 
the City into the Camp. But it was retrieved 
again, and together with his Body buried in 
the Sepulchre of his Wife's Grand father, by 
Julianas, with all the honour that he could do 
it : only he made no publick Harangue upon 
him, either to the People or the Senate ; but 
yet when afterwards it was his own fate to be 
in like manner deferted, and killed, then the 
Senate and the People did tranflate Pertinax 
into the number of the Gods. 

This was done in the time of the Emperor Honours 
Severus ; when Pertinax having had a very great f*id to 
Character given him by the Senate, a Royal him 4'. 
Funeral was folemmzsd for him , in which ttr ' 
he was reprefented by his Effigies, and Severus 
himfelf did him the honor to make the Ora- 
tion in his praife : loving the memory of him 
to that degree, that he was pleafed to be cal- 
led by the Senate by the fame name of Perti- 
nax. The Son of Pertinax was made the Chief 
Prieft to his Father ; and the Priefts of the 
P 3 Emperor 
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Emperor Marcus Antonimt were appointed, as 
his Aflbciir.es. The Games of the Cirque 
were Celebrated for his Afcenfion to the Em- 
pire , and the day of his Birth was kept : 
which laft is remaining ftill : but the others 
were afterwards laid alide by Sevtrus. He was 
born upon the Calends of Au^ujl, under the 
Confmihips of Vents and Btbulus. He was kil- 
led upon the fifth of the Calends of April, in 
the Confulfhips of Falco and Qlttus. He lived 
fixry fix Years, (even Months, and twenty fix 
Days. He Reigned two Months, and twenty 
leyen days. He gave a Largefs to the People 
ot a hundred Roman Penies a Man : and he 
had promifed another to the Guards of twelve 
thoufand Sefterces ; but he gave them but the 
half: what he had promifed the Army, was 
not given them, becaufe his death prevented 
him. There is a Letter of his, in the Hiftory 
of his life, written by Marius Maximal, which 
I have not thought fit to infert here, becaufe 
of its too great length, but which is a certain 
Proof, that Pertinax was one that had a Hor- 
ror for the Station of an Emperor. 
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DUius Juliams, who fucceeded in the His Ex- 
Empire after Pertinax / had for his traStitn. 
Great Grandfather, Salvius Julianas* 
who was twice Confal, the Governor of the 
City of Rome, and which rendred him yet 
the more remarkable, was that he was 
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a ProfdTor of the Law. His Mother was cal- 
led Clara es£mi!ta; his Father Petronius Didiut 
Sever us ; his Brothers, Didius Proeulus and Nkot- 
mm Albinus • his Uncle by his Mother's fide, 
Sah-.us^ Jultavus ; his Grandfather, by his Fa- 
thers fide , an hfuhriav of Milan : and his 
Great Grandfather by his Mothers fide was 
Silvius Juhanuu who was of the City Mabo- 
ms:a in the Kingdom of Tunis. He was 
brought up by the hand of Demitia Lucilla, 
who was the Mother of the Emperor Marcus 
Antevinus ; and by whofe Interefthe was flrft 
put into the CommiflSon of the Vigmt'% Vtri. 
His Ad' Then he was made a Quaeftor, although a year 
r.ir.c.~ foonsr than the Law permitted him in point 
mer.t. of age. Then he was made an Mdite and a 
Prstor, by the favour of Marcus Antoninus. 
And after his Pra?tor/hip, he had the Com- 
mand in Germany of the Twenty Second Le- 
gion, called Primigenia. After that he Go- 
verned in Gallia Belgica very well, and very 
long : where the Caucbt, a People of Germa- 
ny, who bordered upon the River of Elh,e 3 
making an Eruption upon him, he refilled 
them lb well with only the tumultuous Forces 
of the Province, that he merited by jt a Con- 
fulfhip. In like manner he overcame the 
Casts. Then he was tranflated to the Govern- 
ment of Dalmatia ; which he very well main- 
tained againlt the bordering Enemies. Next 
he was removed to the Lower Germany, and 
after that he was made the General of the 
Provifions in Italy. 

He 
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He was once accufed by one Severn Clarif, 
fmrn, a Soldier, of being in a Confpiracy 
with Salvias julianus, againft CommoJus. But 
becaufe CommoJus had already put many Sena- 
tors to death, who were great and powerful 
Perlons, and becaufe he was willing a while 
to forbear his further Cruelty, Didius Julia- 
nus was difcharged at that time, and his Ac- 
cufer Condemned; after which he was re- 
manded again to his Province. Then he had 
the Government of Bitbynia given him; in 
which however he came fhort of that Fame, 
that he had acquired in his other Govern- 
ments. Next he was made a Conful in Con- 
junftion with Pertinax, and he fucceeded to 
Pertmax in the Proconfulfhip of Africa ; who 
therefore always called him his Collegue and 
his Succeffor: But this was more efpecialiy re* 
marked to be Ominous, one day when Juli- 
an* came with his Kinfman to him, when 
Emperor, to be Contra&ed to a Daughter 
of Pertinax. For as Pertinax received him 
with the refped and kindnefs that was 
due; he /aid to him at the fame time, You, 
Sir, Arc my Colleague and my Succsjfor : and 
prelenrly after that, followed the death of 
that Prince. Now he who firft put up to 
be Emperor after the death of Pertinax, was 
Sulfitianm, who was then iq the Camp of the 
Guards. In the mean time the Senate af- 
fembled ; whither Julianus together, with his 
Son in-Law coming, and finding the Doors 
Ihut, and the two Tribunes P. Florianus and 
Veijius Aper ftanding at the Door 4 thole two 
Tribunes 
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Tribunes began to perfuade him to poflcfs him- 
felf of the Empire that was vacant. To 
which he anfwering, that it was already di- 
fpofed of to another, they neverthelels took 
him even againft his will, and carried him to 
the Camp : where they found Sulpitianus, who 
was the Governor of R»me, and Son-in-Law 
to tmviax, haranguing the Soldiers in his own 
favour fo ftrongly, that they refined to hearken 
in the leaft to Julumu , till he had wifely 
advifed them not to make Choice of one who 
would Revenge the Murder of Ttrtmax., who 
was Father- in-Law to him ; and then they all 
immediately tacked about to Julianus\ who 
giving it them under his Hand in Writing, that 
he would reftore the Memory of CommoJui, 
they proclaimed him, engaging him to bear 
no difpleafure however againft Suhitianus for 
the Pretenfions which he had made to their 
Favour. 

Then he Chofe, by their Advice, Flavins 
GenisJis, and TuBius Crifp'mut to be the Cap- 
tains of the Guards; and whereas he had pro- 
toiled, that he would give the Soldiers a Boun- 
ty of five and twenty thoufand Sefterces, he 
«ve them thirty. In the Evening, after hs 
had Harangued them according to Cuftom, 
he came from the Camp to the Senate, to 
whom he intirely referred himfelf : the Se- 
nate accepted him ; and firft InroDed him a- 
mongft the Families of the Patricians > than 
Htcl*rd they declared him Emperor. The Tribunitian 
Emperor, and the Proconfular Powers were conferred 
upon him ; and his Wife called MuSia Scan- 
tiBa, 
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tdla, and his Daughter DiJia Clara were ho- 
noured by them with the Titles of EmpreG, 
and PrinceG. From the Senate he repaired to 
the Palace , whither he took his Wife and 
Daughter with him ; but they went tf etnbling, 
andagainft their wills, as if their minds gare 
them tome fccrct Prelages of an approaching 
Deftrudion. He made Cornelius Repetttimt, 
his Son-in-Law, the Governor of the City of 
Romejn the place of Sulpitiau. But in the mean 
time the Populace bore to Julianm a Publick 
hatred, as if he would revive the times of Com- 
thoJus, and as if he had been the Murderer of 
Pert max t becaufe he propofed to amend his 
Faults. They pretended to fay further, that 
defpifing the Frugal Table of Pertiuax, he 
had from the firft day provided himfelf ano- 
ther that was Luxurious, full of all torts of 
excellent Meats; but this however was falfe. 
For befides that his Table was fofficienrly Fru- 
gal, he did not Eat at all the firft day, till 
the Body of Pertinax was buried ; and then 
he did it with a great Melancholy upon him, 
and [pent all the night afterwards ileeplels, he 
was to concerned for his Friend's death. 

The next Morning^s toon as it was light, the 
Senate and the Gentry coming to wait upon 
him at the Palace; he admitted them,and called 
them all, with a great deal of Givility,according 
to every one's Age, his Father, or bjs Son, or 
his Brother. Neverthelefs the Populace both 
in the Forum, and before the Houfe of the Se- 
nate, loaded him with perpetual Reproaches, 
k if they hoped by that means to oblige him 
to 
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to lay down the Empire, that he had received 
at the Hands of the Soldiers. They threw a 
Shower of Stones at him ; and as he came to 
the Senate Cnrfed him publickly, and Curfed 
him again as he was at his Devotions, by which 
they wifhed he might never obtain any thing 
of the Gods. In the mean time as they threw 
Scones at him, he only waved his Hand to- 
wards them to Pacifiethem: and what he laid 
to the Senate was very fweet and prudent. *He 
thanked them that they had admitted him to 
Ad^iinifter, in Conjun&ion with them, the 
Soveraign Power; and for the Honor they had 
done, not only to himfelf, but to his Wife and 
his Daughter. He accepted from them the 
Tide of the Father of the Country ; but here- 
fufcd to have his Statue fet up in Silver, which 
they offered him. Going from the Senate a- 
gain to the Capitol, the Populace made a flop 
to him ; till they were forced afide, partly by 
Blows with Sword in Hand, and partly by 
good Words and promises of Money. From 
thence he went to the Publick Games in ths 
Cirque ; where the People Crowding them- 
felves indifferently into all the Seats, redoubled 
their outragious Reproaches againft him; and 
called aloud upon tefeemmt Niger, who was 
faid to have already taken upon nim the qua- 
lity of the Emperor, to come to the Succour oF 
the City of Reme ; yet all this took he quietly, 
and appeared to be of an extraordinary fweet 
Temper all the time of his Reign. The People 
inveighed no lefs bitterly againft the Soldiers, 
who Had kill'd Pertmaxjhey laid for Money. To 
con- 
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conciliate therefore the favour of thefe People, 
feveral things which Cenmodus had well ap- 
pointed, and Pertinax had abolilhed, Didius 
Julianus reftored again. He fpoke nothing, 
neither good nor bad, as to Pert max himfelf; 
which feemed to feveral to be very ftrange; 
but the only reafon, why he was filent of his 
Honor, was the fear of the Soldiers, who had 
killed him. 

Now Julianus had no apprehenfion of any 
Oppofirion being made to him on the fide 
either of the Forces in Great Britain^ or.thofe 
in lUjricunt. Buc fearing efbecially thofe in 
Syria, which were commanded by Pefcennius 
Niger, he fent a Centurion thither with Or- 
ders to cut him off. Hereupon Pefcennius Ni- Niger mi 
ger in Syria, and Septimiui Severus in lUjricum, ^"ut 
revolted from Julianus with the Armies under rewlt ' 
their Commands. Being told of the latter, 
from whom he had fulpected nothing; he 
came in Anger to the Senate, and caufed him 
to be declared an Enemy, and the Soldiers 
with him, unlefs they deferted him by fuch * 
day : to whom Meffengers were fent at the 
fame time from the Senate, to perfuade them 
to renounce Severn, and, adhere to Julianus. 
Amonft whom was Vtfyrmius Candidas, who 
was a great Senior in the Rank of the Con- 
fuls, but hated of old by the Soldiers, becaufe 
of his Severities. Valerius Catulinus was. fent 
in the Quality of Succeflbr to Severus : as if it 
was aneafie thing to be the Succeflbr of a Man, 
who had an Army to defend him. Together 
with thefe was fent Aqudtus, the Centurion, a 
known 
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known Affaffin, who having already mur<< 
dered many Senators, might try his Hand once 
again, and do no lefs to Severus. In the mean 
time Dtdms Jultonm ordered the Guards to be 
exercifed, and their Camp to be refortified. 
But as the Soldiers were become idle, and dif- 
folate by being accuftomed to the Luxuries 
of Rome, it was very much againft their wills, 
that they were brought to their Arms j info- 
much that they hired others for Money to ftp- 
their places, and do their duties in their 

Sefttmwt Severn took his march towards 
the City of Reme, with the Army under his 
Command ; whilft the People there, every day 
more both hated and derided Juliantts. Nor 
was he able to do any good upon the Soldiers 
of the Guards; and thinking that Lam was 
a FaTourer of the Caufe of Severn, he un- 
gratefully commanded him to be killed, who 
was one that bad formerly laved his life from 
the Hands of Camimimi \ and Mania he com- 
manded to be killed with him. But whilft thcfc 
things were in palling, Severm poflefled him- 
felf of the Fleet and City of Ravtma i and 
the EmbarTadors of the Senate, that had pro- 
mifed this Succour toyvlianui, changed fides, 
and engag'd on the part of Severn*. AlfoTuI- 
Imi Criftpius, the Captain of the Guards, 
who bad been fent to make Head againft his 
Troops, received a defeat, and returned back 
by Rome.- When Juliarmt law all this, he pro- 
pofed to the Senate , that the V tfkal Virgm 
and all the Pricfts, together with the Senate, 

ftlOHld 
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mould march forth to meet the Army of Se- 
vens, Arrayed all in their leveral Habits, and 
mould conjure and perfuade him fakly to de- 
fift his Hoftilities. A vain thing indeed, to fup- 
pofe of an Army of defperate Soldiers. There- 
fore Fanft'tms gumtillut, an Augnr, and a 
Confu.', took the liberty to contradid him in 
that Propofal ; and boldly ftid, to which ma- 
ny of the Senators gave their confents; Hat 
a Man was not fit to Command, who could hot 
refijt his Adverfary hi force of Armi. Juliansu 
in great Anger fent for Soldiers out of tho 
Camp, to' force the Senate into a Compliance 
with him, or Maflacre them npon the place. 
But neither did this fake. For certainly it was 
very unreafonable, that when the Senate had 
adjudged Severus an Enemy upon the account 
of Julianas , the fame Julianas mould turn 
fuch a Butcherer of the Senate. So he came 
to the Senate with another and a better Pro- 
pofal, which was that there might be an Aft 
for the participation of the Empire betwixt sewus 
Severus and him , and this was done imme- declar'd 
diately. Every one now called to mind an Pamm 
Omen of all this, which came from the'" 'J* 
Mouth of Julianas himfeif, when he had the Emf,re ' 
Empire given him. For when the Conful had 
laid in the name of the Senate,, f order Didms 
Julianus to be proclaimed Emperor, Julianus 
prompted and cdrre&ed him thus,Iay Didms Ju- 
lianus Severus, that is, becaufe Severus was a 
third name which he took from his Grandfather, 
and Great Grandfather. Some indeed deny, 
that there was any fuch Order of his, as that of 
murdering 



The Life and Reign efthe . Vol. I. 

murdering the Senate, who had been fo kind 
to him. Bat however that is, after paffing 
that A<2, he fent immediately Tullius Crifpinui, 
his Captain of the Guards, to Complement 
Seucrus. He alfo Created Vcturius Macrmus i 
another Captain of the Guards ; becaufe he un- 
derftood that Severut had fent Letters to make 
him one. In the mean time the People /aid a- 
Ioud, andSevtnu fulpe&ed as much, that this 
Peace was but a Feint, and that Tubus Crifpinus 
was fent to him rather with private Orders to 
kill him. So Sevtrw> with the advice of his 
Army, chofe to be his declared Enemy, rather 
than his Partner ; and accordingly he writ to 
a great many Perfons in Rome, his Friends, 
who fecretly received and difpatched his Or- 
ders. As for the reft, Jultanus tried all forts 
of things by the Magicians, that could be de- 
viled to mitigate the hatred of the People, or 
to bridle the Arms of the Enemy. And cer- 
tainly the Magicians offered fuch Sacrifices for 
him upon this occasion, as were by no means 
confonant to the Rites of the Romans. They 
tried their Charms in Profane Verfes, and o- 
ther Charms which they do with a Looking- 
glafs : but yet all went ill on the fide of Ju- 
hanus; and all that they dilcovered from 
them was, the coming in of the one, and the 
departure of the other Emperor. 

As TuHim Crtfpmui came as far as to meet 
the A vant Guards of Stvtrm, he was killed 
by his order, in which he followed the ad- 
vice that was given hinTby Julim Lattts. 
Then Jultanus convoked the Senate again, 
and 
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ami iukcd their dfoinjpn** *h*t *»pre was to 
be done ; but the,$enatp could flot rpfpjve hirq. 
tlft. (Ordered ajftee tf^ of his own, motion, 
tfc GhAfaofc of, Can*, to take< .^s.undej 
the Command of LoBiahm Tit$atffk , Hp. in- 
vited Claiijlim$*m$U]tim* fro^.hisj^rtreat^at • 
Tarracws, to joyn pjfj^him inthe£6vernniehr, 
becade. he badflofu» commanded, Armie^ and 
w^dBe^anii'n ^a^#a.ij l^mperor. w Pom : * 
fcww , excufed himjfelf, and fajd, he was an 
Old.>fen ? aj^wAUtfd his fig|»t T In the-raean 
time^thf Army pf- <?^<w«f was enervated , by, 
Spldjew l ,i;hatca ! »e;fD hirn out "of the Province 
o( Qi$&+ i .^Wlte Letters before him ta 
^^.xpigrdecitne, Murderers ofclVr/iwto-be 
fecuretL Sq ig< a„li«le. Sme ft P/<fow Jkti^nus 
waf a>*^o^e4 hy ajl the fcjd. and remained 
m theCfp^^nonl? Gemiali,, on* of his C>p- 
tau»^oJ J riifX$Hjw-ds J and his Spn: f u>:Law Repen- 
nnm, vf^.tynj,' The next thing,wa.s to depofe 
him fFOtn.the Ef»RM*Y by, the Sentence of the fifed. 
Senate/: ,This-wasidW K aiid aJi%Power abro- 
^te^ii^ ; Se^r»^m^^fA^vei Empe-' 
rorinhis place. Afterwardit was j^CMn'dedtfiat 
he had poyfoned himfelf ; but in effect, there 
were Perfons immediately fent on the part of 
the Senate, whocaufed him to be killed by the 
hands of a mercenary Soldier, imploring, as he 
fell,theFalthof G^^^ha*4s,S<«wMif» He- had 
gtven all his Paternal'Eftate to his Daughter,and 
emancipated her upon his Elevation to the JtnJflain, 
Empire. But as well her Riches, as her llluftnous 
Title of Princefs, were foon taken from her 
•gain. His Body was delivered by Severm, to 
- <3 Msnka 
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Mtnlia Sc'mti&A his Wife, and to his Daughter, 
to be buried ; who put it into a Tomb of 
his great Grandfather, five Miles from Rome, 
upon the Vis t*vieaha, that is, the High- Way, 
called by that Name. 

Now the things condemned in this Prince 
were thefe s that he gormindized, that is, eat 
to excefs, gam'd much, plaid at the Wea- 
pons of the Gladiators; and did all this, being 
an Old Man, tho* he had never before been' at- 
tached to thole Vices in his Youth ; and that 
he was Proud ; but this is not to be believed, 
for in his Reign he fhewed himfclf the moft 
humble Man in the World; the moft obliging 
in his Entertainments; the moft courteous in 
his Subfcription of himfelf in his Letters; and 
of a moft excellent Temper in allowing of the 
Liberties of his Friends. He lived Six and Fifty 
Years and Four Months ; and reigned but Two 
Months and Five Days. Therefore his great 
Error was, that he ought by his abfblute Au- 
thority to have governed thofe, whom on the 
contrary he made abfolute over himfelf, to go- 
vern the State. 
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SEVERUS, wha enjoyed the Empire 
after the Death of Vidius JulUntts, was 
born in Africa, at the Town of Napoli 
di Barbaria, in the Government of iripoli. His &** 
Father's Name was Geta. His Anceftors had 
been Knights of Rome of old Time. His Mo- 
Qj. ther 
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. therwas Fuhia P/i. His Uncles, by his Fa- 
ther's fide were Marcus sfgrippa and Severn, 
who had both been Confuls. His Grandfather 
by his Father's fide was Macer ; by his Mo- 
ther's, Fmhius Piur. He was born under the 
Confulfhips of Tbuciut Citrus, and Severus, 
which was then the fecond Confulfhip of the 
firft, upon" the firth of the Ides ofjipril. When 
he was but a Child, and before he had any 
Tin&ure of the Latin and Greek Letters, in 
which he was afterwards ib very perfect, he 
loved to play altogether at a Sport, in which 
having Bundles of Rods and Axes carried be- 
fore him, and a row ,of Boys ftanding about 
him, he fate himfeif down as a Judge, and 
tried Caufes. 

In the Eighteenth Year of his Age, he de- 
cTamed in Publtck. Afterwards he came to 
Rome to make his Studies; where through the 
Favour of his Kinfrnan, StptsKtus St-a/ruf, who 
had been twice Caoftj, he received the Ho- 
Hf „ nour of the Emperor Marcus Antoninus to be 
made a created a Senator. Now his Landlord with 
Senate, whom he lodged at Rome, upon his iirft coming 
thither, was at that mornent Reading the .Life 
of the. Emperor Hadrian, which he was quick 
to obferve, as an Omen to himfeif of future 
Grandeur. Another Omen that he had, was 
more parcicularly, as to his Reign, which was 
this; being once invited to a Banquet of the 
Emperor, he Came in his Cloak, when he 
ought to have come in his Gown ; which thu 
Emperor taking Notice of, he gave him a 
Gown of his own to put on, which was the 
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fame that he wore when he (ate in Judgment. 
The fame Night he dreamt that he fucked the 
Breafts of a Wolf, as if he was a Remus or a 
Romulus. He fate himfeif down in the Em- 
peror's Chair, which a 'Servant had put ouc of 
its place, without thinking any thing of it, 
nor knowing that this was not permitted. As 
he was afleeponce at his Eodgings, a Serpent 
came and had t wilted it felf about his Head; 
which theServant perceiving, cried out, and he 
awaked, and the Serpent went from him again 
without doing him any hurt. 

His Youth was full of Fury and WildnefTes, 
which were fometimes criminal. He was ar- 
raigned for Adultery, but was acquitted by 
Vidius Julianas, the Proconful of Africa, to 
whom he lucceeded in the Charge of that Pro- 
confulfhip, and Was his Colleague in his Con- 
fulmip, and again fucceeded him in the Em- 
pire. He difcharged his Queftorfhip of the 
City of Rome, very welli into which he was 
eleded unanimbufly. Afterwards ha was cho- 
fen a Military Queftor, that is, Pay-Mafter, or 
Commiflary to the Army, for the Province of 
Hifpanid Boctica. From thence he went into A- 
frica to receive the Succeffion to his Father who 
was dead there. And whilft he was in Africa 
inftead of the Province of Bxtica, he was 
made the Queftor for the Ifland of Sardinia, 
becaufe the Moors had laid wafte Hiftania Bx- 
tica. This Adminiftration being over, he was 
advanced to be the Proconful of Africa; in 
which place a Plebeian of his own Town of 
Napoli dt Barharia coming to him, whilft the 
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Rods were carried before him, and prefuminj; 
to embrace him, as his old Companion, he 
ordered him to be taken and well Cudgelled 
with this Infcription over his Head, Tou wk 
are a Plebeian, have a care of touching fo a Pro- 
conful of the People of Rome. Since which time 
the Guftom is for the Proconfuls to go out al 
ways in a Coach, whereas before they walkec 
on Foot. He confulted, being in Africa, wit! 
an Aftrologer, about his Fortune, which h{ 
was folicitous to know. The Aftrologer tool 
the Hour of his Birth, and obferving greai 
things from it, fays he to him, Give me yam 
own Horofcope, and not another Mans : Severm 
proteftingj that it was his own, he told him oi 
all the things which afterwards arrived to him. 

By the Favour of the Emperor Marcus An- 
toninus, he was made a Tribune ef the People, 
which he dilcharged with the greateft Exa& 
nefs, and all the Stri&nefi that could be de- 
fired. Then he married Martia, of whom he 
lays nothing himfelf", in his Hiftory of his pri- 
vate Life. But after he was Emperor, he let 
up her Statues. In the Thirty Second Year 
of his Age,^ he was chofen a Praetor, before a 
Number of others that were Competitors a- 
gainft him. At the fame time, he was fent 
into Spain. Upon which he dreamt, that it 
was laid to him, that he fhouid reftore the 
Temple of Jugujlus at the City of Tarra- 
gona^ which was falling into ruin ; and then 
that from the top of a very high Moun- 
tain, he hid a Profped: given him of all 
the Earth, but particularly of xhi City of 
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Rtnte, about which all the Provinces were joyn- 
ing in a Confort of Harps, Voices, and fweet 
Flutes. He gave the People the diversion of 
the publick Shews in his abfence. Then he 
had the command of the Fourth Legion, cal- 
led Scythica, which was in Syria. In his way 
to which, he went to Athens, for the Curio- 
fity of oWerving the Studies arid the Rites, 
the Works, and the Antiquities of that Seat 
of the Mufes : But becaufe he received fome 
Injuries there from the Athenians, he became 
their Enemy ; and when he was Emperor, hp 
was willing to avenge himfelf of them, by cut- 
ting mort their Privileges Next he was re 
moved to the Province of the Uortnois in Gal- 
ha, to be the Lieutenant there. And having 
loft his Wife, and propofing to marry ano- 
ther, he took the Gare firft to be informed, 
being very well vers'd in the knowledge of 
Aftrology himfelf, in the Nativities of his Mi- 
ftrefles ; and as he had heard, that there was 
a Lady in Syria, who had found by her Nativity, 
that (he was to be married to a King, he court- 
ed her, and in fine, married her, whole Name Hisfecond 
rmjalia, by whom he-wasfoon alter made Marriage 
a Father. 

His Exa&nels, his Honour, and his great 
Sobriety, caufed him to be fo much beloved a- 
mongft the Gauls, as^Jiever Perfon was. He 
was-tranflated from thence to the Government 
of Paanonia, with a Proconlular Power. From 
tannenia to Sicily, which was another Procon- 
ftlUhip; and when he had made his return a- 
gain to Rome, he received of his Wife a fe- 
Q. 4 . cond • 
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cond Son. Being in Sicily, he was accnled er 
confulring the Cbaldaans and the Aftrologeri 
about his coming to the Empire, for which he 
was ordered to be heard before the Captain! 
of the Guards ; who, it then being the tirru 
that the Empe.or Cemmodw began to fall intc 
an universal odium, acquitted him, and cru 
cified the Man that calumniated him- He 
was Conful the firft time in Conjunction witr 
Af*'.etus Ruffinm, by the particular appoint- 
ment of Commcdus. After his Confulfbip, he 
concinued an entire Year ac Rome, without 
Employ ; and then by the recommenda- 
tion of Lcttus, he was preferred to the Com- 
mand of the Army in Germany. He had li- 
ved till now atRome, in a very little Houfe with 
one (mail Plat of Ground to it. But as he went 
ro cake the PoffefEon of this laft Charge, he 
purchafed himfelfa fpatious ViU*\ where once 
taking a fmall Repair together with his little 
Infants, and Fruit being brought, his Eldeft 
Son, who was then of the Age of Five Years, 
diftnbuted it amongft the Children, his Play- 
Fellows, fo liberally, that his Father faid to 
him, Net fc foft, mj Son, jou have not tbt 
Ktchc of s Kmg. The Child of Five Years 
old, anlweed, But I fotll have. So being gone 
to his Command in Germany, he acquitted 
himfelf in that fort, that he raifed his Name, 
which was already ennobled, to a far higher 
picch of Glory. . 

Hitherto he_ had followed Arms, but in 
the Quaky of a private Perfon. But now 
the Nevis coming that Commpdui was killed, 
ani 
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and that DtJius Julianus, who for the prefent 
was upon the Throne, was univerfally hated ; 
the Gtrntlm Legions encouraged him no lefs 
than he-'<declmed it, to put up for the Empire. 
They declared him Emperor upon the Ides of Declared 
at the fame time he gave them a Emferor 
Bounty of Fifty Thoufand Sefierces, which was b the 
more than any Prince had ever done before ; Amy - 
and having (ecurerd the Provinces which he 
left at his Back, he haftened his March to 
Rome. ' Every one opened the way to him in 
all the places where he came. The Armies 
of lUjriam and GaUia, (wore Fidelity to him. 
And every where they received him, as the 
Avenger of the Murder of Pertinax. In the 
mean time, Didiui Julianus prevailed with the 
Senate to declare him an Enemy, and the Se- 
nate lent their Commifltoners to his Army to 
command the Soldiers in their Names to de- 
part from his Service. It is true, it put him 
firft into a great , concern : but afterwards he 
managed the thing fo, that he corrupted thole 
very Commiflioners, fo that they fpoke to the 
Soldiers for him, and came over themfelves to 
his fide. Julianus who was foon adverrifed of 
a Conduft lo extraordinary, obtained then a • 
Decree of the Senate, in which it was de- 
clared, that the Empire mould be participated 
betwixt himfelf and Stvtrm : but whether this 
was with a fincere, or a treacherous Intention, 
it is uncertain, becayle in truth, he had before 
fent fome known Aflaffines to him, to kill 
him ; and others, at the lame time, to kill 
ftfctmtiuf Niger, who had alio taken up the 
Empire 
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Empire againft him, upon the Authority of 
the Forces in Syria. However it was, Svuerus 
efcaped their Hands, and writ Lexers to the 
Guards at Rome to abandon and [iifjuliaaut ; 
which was executed upon him accordingly, as 
he was in the Court, and Severut was invited to 
enter into Rome ; who with a Fortune, which 
hath neve* happened to any before him, be- 
Exttrt came a Conqueror as it were with a Word, 
Rome. and fo marched on to Remt at the Head of 
bis Troops. 

He kept himfelf all the while in his Camps 
and Tents, in his march in Italy, no lefs than 
if he ftill appeared there with the face of an 
Enemy. The Senate deputed a Hundred out 
of their Body, as their Envoys to compliment 
and congratulate him; who game up to him 
at the City of Teramo in AWuzao. He re- 
ceived them when they faluted him, all in Ar- 
mour, and in the midft of his armed Troops. 
The next day all the Domefticks of the Court 
arrived to pay their Reverences to him. He pre- 
fented the Envoys of the Senate with (even hun- 
dred and twenty Pieces of Gold, and dilmiffed 
them. Butyetifthey plealed,he welcomed them 
to ftay and to return to Rome in his Company. 
Then he immediately made FJaviui Juvenalis 
the Captain of the Guards, who was one that 
Julianm had chofen to be a third Captain of 
the lame under him. In the mean time, the 
Trouble was very great at Rome, amongft the 
Soldiers and the Citizens; becaufe Seven* 
whom they judged their Enemy, approached 
to them with a puuTant Army. At the fame 
time 
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time the Legions in Syria had fet up Tefeemiui 
Niger, Emperor ; whofe Edi&s therefore, and 
whole Letters to the People or to the Senate, 
Severn intercepted, that they mould not be read 
to the one or the other. And as he judged very 
well, that it concerned him to fecure himfelf a- 
gainft him,he fentHeraclim to take in theCoun- 
try o£Bitby*ia; and Plaudanus, to make himfelf 
Mafter of the Children of Vefcennmt Niger, 
Then coming up to the City of Rome, before he 
made his entrance into it, he ordered the old 
Guards there to appear before him without 
their Arms, which they did, and he held a 
Council of War upon them, and furrounded 
them with Guards of his own Troops. 

In fine, as he made his publick Entrance 
into the City, himfelf ar/d his Soldiers, all 
under their Arras, he took his way ftrait 
up to the CapitoJ. Froth the Capitol, he 
proceeded in the fame form to the Palace, 
with the Banners which he had taken from 
the old Guards carried before him, not fly- 
ing, but furled, as in mourning. All the 
City over did the Soldiers (bread there (elves, 
and filled the Temples, the Piazza's, and the 
Houfes of the Court, like fo many Inns. At 
their Difcrerion they took all things, without 
Buying, and threatned to plunder all the City; 
fo that certainly one may fay, the Entrance 
of Severus was odious and terrible. The next 
day he came, accompanied with his Friends, 
and a great Guard of his armed Soldiers, to 
the Senate, where he gave the Senate an Ac- 
count of his afTumption of the Empire, and 
complained; 
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complained, that Didhu Julisnui had fent 
Men, who were known Aflaffines, to him, to 
fell him. He obliged them to pafs an Ae>, 
chat it mould be unlawful for the Emperor to 
put to death a Senator, without taking the ad- 
vice of the Senate. Bnt whilft he was there, 
the Army that had brought him in, demanded 
of the Senate feditioufly ten thoufand Sefter- 
ces, after the example of thofe who had for- 
merly brought in Augujhn Ctefar , and had 
received that Sum. Stvernt would have Te- 
prefled them, but he could not, without fweet- 
ning them with Money ; wtrich lent them a- 
way pacified. In the nest place, in honour of 
the Memory of Ptrtmax> he (blemnized a Royal 
Funeral for him, in which he was reprcfented 
by his Image; and he Conlecrated him a God, 
and appointed his Priefts. He was willing to 
be called Pertmax himfelf, till the complaints of 
•his Friends made him abolim the name again, 
as if it was ominous of a ihort Reign. 

After this he rendred to every one what 
belonged to him ; and he married his two 
Daughters, having endowed them well, to 
Frohs and Attivs. To the former of whom 
he offered the Government of the Gity of 
Keme- but he refuied it, and faid, That he 
thought it left to be the Governor of Rome, than 
to bje the Son in- Law of a Prince. He made 
both of them Confals, and gave them great 
Riches. Another day he came to the Senate, 
and made a Profcri prion of the Friends of 
Didtus Julianas ; fuch as againft whom there 
were Acculations brought, and afterwards or- 
dered 
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dered them to be Executed. He heard a great 
many Caufes Pleaded before him. He feV 
verely punHhed the Magiftrates of the Pro- 
vinces, who Hood, accuied by their People, if 
he found the gutter of their Accufiuions proved 
a&ainft them. His looked Co well after the 
affair of the' Magazines oF Corn, which he 
found in a very low condition, that when he 
died, he left enough foe feven years to come. 
He took up an Expedition into the Eaft to 
eftablilh the State of Affairs there; not fpeak- 
ing any thing as yet openly of Pefcemm Ni- 
ger, only he immediately fent fame Legions 
into Africa, for fear that Niger fhould poflefs 
himfelf of Alexandria or Carthage by the way: 
of Libya and Egjpt, and fo afflkft the People of 
Rome with a want of Corn. He left Dmitiut 
Dexter :, Qovernor of the. City of Rome, in the 
place of Bajjus, and within thirty days of his 
coming thither, he fet out from it again. A£ H» £*• 
ter he had marched, as far as to a place called ? td> "T 
Saxa Rubra, he had an occafion to appeafe a 
.great Sedition which was arifeh in his Army up- 
on the fubje&of their Encampments. Here his 
Brother Geta met him ; whoni he Commanded 
to do his Duty in what had been ordered him ; 
but Geta bad been full, when he came, of other 
Hopes. Here alfo the Children of Tejcennim 
Niger were brought to him, whom he received 
and entertained with the fame Kindnefi, as if 
they were his own. He had fent a Legion to 
fecuKfcithe Countries of Greece an6,Tbrace, a- 
gainft Niger. But, notwithftanding that, Ni- 
ger had already feized upon ByzAnium and 
pretended 
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pretended to do the fame to the City of He- 
raclia ; and having put to death a great many 
Perfbns of his Army , becaufe he fufpeeled 
them, Severn declared him, together with 
ty£miUanut, the Proconful of Jfis, an Enemy. 
Niger invited Severm to agree to a Participati- 
on of the Empire ; but this was flighted. Se- 
vens promt fed him, if he pleafed, his Life in 
Safety: But he would give no Qparter to 
miliamui; who therefore being beaten foon af- 
ter upon the Coafts of the HeUeffmt by the 
Captains of Severtu, fled firft to Cyuqua, and 
then to another City, in which he was killed : 

Niger and the Troops of -Niger were alfo put to the 

defeated, Rout by the fame. 

Severn with the News of this, fent Letters 
to the Senate, as though his Work was done. 
He fought next in Perfon with Niger, and 

adfltin. killed him by the City of Cyziqu* % and ordered 
his Head to be carried about upon a Spear : 
whofe Children, after this, whom he had hi- 
therto received with' the fame kindnefs as his 
own, and their Mother, be banifhed. Im- 
mediately he gave the Senate, by Letter,an ac- 
count of his Victory; and he put none to 
death of the Senators, who had been of the 
fide of Ntger, except only one. He was an- 
gry with the City of Anttocb; becaufe they 
had both made a mock of his Adminiftration 
of things in the Eaft, and had furnifhed Nt- 
ger with Provifions ; fo he deprived them of 
many of their Privileges. He deprived alfo 
the People of Sicbem in tahfitne, oFtheir 
Freedom of Rom : becaufe they had been a 
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longtime armed for the (ervice of Niger. H« 
chaftifed feveral other Cities that had followed 
him; and by thelofiesand damages which he 
made them fuffer, he left upon them the marks 
of his Refentments.. After this, he did a great 
many things about ^Arabia. He obliged the 
Partbians to yield to him, and the People of 
the Country of Adiabene, who were all in the 
fame lnterefts with Pefcemitts Niger. Where- 
fore at his return, he was offered the honour 
of Triumph, and was Entitled Conqueror of 
the Arabians, Adiabcniani, and Partbians ; but 
the Triumph he refufed ; left it foould be pre- 
tended that he triumphed a for Victory, gained 
as it were over his own Subje&s, and he re- 
fiifed the Style of Conqueror of the Partbians, 
not to offend the Partbians too fenfibly. 

But no fooner was he returning to Rome 
from the Civil- War of Pe{cemius Niger, but he 
had the News of another, which he was to Hfvolt of 
fuftain againft Clodtus Albsnut, who had re- 
volted in Gallia. This occafioned him to com- AIblnW - 
mand the Children of Niger, and their Mo- 
ther to be put to death. Then he immediately 
declared Albmus an Enemy, and all his Adhe- 
rents, if they had but written tenderly to him, 
or anfwered his Letters. And as he was upon his 
way againft him, meeting with his eldeft Son 
Bafianus at the Village of Vtmj near Liens, he 
conferred upon him the Title of Cafar, and 
called him by the name of Aurelius Antoninus 
Baflianus. The reafbn whereof was, to cut 
ofF-his Brother Geta from the hopes which he 
had conceived of the Empire. And he called 
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him by the name of Antoninus , either becaufe 
he had dreamt that an Antoninus ftduld fucceed 
him, for which reafon iqme Ly that Gtta had 
had given to himfelf the fame name; qs .be- 
caufe Seutrus himfelf had fomerime, formerly 
been of a miad to pals out of his own Fami- 
ly into that of Marcus Anfonmu. The Gap? 
tains of Sevtruf wete at, fir'ft defeated t>y thole 
of CloJmt Alkjuufi which caft him into that 
concern, that he confuted with the Augurs of 
TanuonU about his Fortune ; who told him 
that he fhould be the (^oqqnerpr, hut yet that, 
his Adverfary fhould neither fall into his 
power, neither faye himfelf ; and that he 
fhould perifh by the' fide of a Water. Nor 
was it long after this, before federal of the 
Friends of Albinos abandoned him, and came 
and prefented themfelves before Sever»s' t and 
others of his Captains were taken Rrifoners, 
upon whom he exa&ed a rigorous Chaftife- 
ment. 

After a great mfny things had paftvarioufly 
on both fides, the Battel or Towrnomn&x Ltcns 
AJtoim W as fought, in which Severn* carried the Day 
with the greateft fuccefii only he was once 
thrown from hisHorfe, and the Army believing 
him to be killed, was jolt upon the point of 
making another Em per or. The Senate had at 
this time read fome dungs, which were in the 
praife of ClcJius Celjmus, who was of the City^ 
of iltbmtu in Africa, and the Kinfman of 
Albmtu : which tufobliging Severus, as if they 
had meant it tn the favour of Albums himfclf, 
and thinking that he could not better revenge 
it 
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it uporf them, than by Confecrating Commo- 
dus a God ; he firft of all pronounced him a 
God amongft the Army, and then writ the 
lame to the Senate, with a recital of the Vi- 
ctory , and commanded that the Bodies of the 
Senators who were killed in the fight, mould 
be left abandoned and unburied. The Body 
of Alb'mus being brought to him, but half 
dead, he ordered his Head to be cut off, and 
carried to Rome jMth the Letters'which he writ 
upon this Subject. He was overcome the ele- 
venth day of the Calends of March; his 
Body was expofed before his own Tent till 
it ftunfc : St'oerut rid his Horfe over it ; and 
the Horfe boggling at it with horror, he forced 
him on with the Spur. At laft he ordered ic 
to be thrown into the River of Rhofne, toge- 
ther with thofe of his Wife and Children. 

He put to death after this an infinite num- Mis ex- 
bet of Perfons of the Party of Altitws, and Se - 
amongft the reft, many of the Chief of Rome, ver 'V- 
and feveral Ladies of Quality- All whole 
Eftates were Conhfcated, and returned into 
the Exchequer. He did the fame, on this oc- 
cafion, with feveral of the Grandees of Spain 
and Gallia. So that he gave the Soldiers the 
greateft Pay by this means, that any Prince 
ever did ; and co his Children by virtue of this 
Profcription he left the moft of any Prince at 
his death. For he had amaffed ro hirnfeif the 
greateft part of the Gold and Silver that was 
in Gallia, and in all Spain, and all Italy, He 
was the firft that Conftuuted the Officer of 
Procurator of the Private Affairs of the Em- 
R peror ; 
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peror; or Keeper of the Privy Purfe. •Many 
others of the Party of Albmus, keeping their 
Faith co him, which they had proraifed, were 
defeated in Battel likewife by Stvertu. The 
Arabian Legion had revolted to him. All which 
aggravated the Revenge of Severus upon the 
Parry ; of whom having killed a great many 
more, and extinguiflied the whole Family of 
the Albmi, he came to Reme in a Choler at 
the People and the Senate : wtyfce he applauded 
Ccmmoius publickly both to trie one and the 
other : called him a CW; faid they were only 
infamous Perfons and Poultrons, to whom he 
had been difpleafing: you might fee, he was 
evidently furious. Then he difcouTled upon 
his own Clemency, though of all Men he had 
been the moft Cruel, and had murdeied the 
Senators following, without any legal Tryal, 
who were all illuftrious Perfonages : Mummi- 
ns StcunJpms, AfcUius CUudienut ) Claudius Ru- 
fus, VtStllius Vigor , Papiui Ftujtus, v£iiui 
Celfus, Julius Rmfus, Lellim Proftjfut, Aruneu- 
Itius Corntlianus, Antomnm Balbut, Poftbumius 
Stverus, Strgias huftratus, Fabius Ftulmus, No- 
nius Gracchus, Mufitus Fabianus. Cafperius A- 
grippinus, Cejonius Albinut, Claudius Sulpitia- 
bus, Memrnius Rffinus, Cafperius lAEmilumm, 
Cccctius Verm , Erucjtts Clarus, L. Stilo, Cloditts 
Kufus, Egnatultius Hor,cratus ) Petronius Junior ; 
Fefius, Neratianut, AurtUanw, Materianm, Ju- 
l-.anm, and Albmus, of the Family of the Pif- 
cennii\ Macrtnm, Fauflinianus , Julianas, of 
the Family of the Ceretlit ; Heremius Nepos, 
Sulfitius Canus, Valerius Catuliims, Noviut Ru- 
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fat,, Chuims Arahianat, and Maritit Afeellis. 
Of thefe, 1 the. greateft part were of the de- 
gree of the Conjfui}, others Pmors, but all 
certainly very excellent Men: the murdering 
of whom, (o many and fo illaftrious, as they 
were, made the Africans admire Sever** as a 
Deity. He charged Cmdus Severui wkh a de- 
hgn to have Poyfoncd him, and fo likewife 
put him to. death. He threw NarMjfm, who 
had ftrangled Cmt*(*lut, to the Lions. Many 
of obfcure Note and Birth befides he killed, 
not to fpeak of the reft who were taken off by 
the rights of War. 

Aftar all this, being willing to recommend 
himfclf to the People, he removed the Charge 
of the Poft, and the Pubitck Carriages from 
Private Perfon«j to lay it upon the Exchequer. 
He ordered his Son Btffi**** Anttnin»s i to be Deckxet 
declared C*f*r by the Senate, and to wear the bis Sen 
Enlignsof Ma jefty accordingly : and next of c * rar ' 
his own aWolute Authority, he ere&ed Sta- 
tues to his Father, Mother, Grandfather, and 
his firft Wife. He conceived Inch a great • 
difguft agamfr Plmtianus, after knowing his 
Life, that from an intimate Favourite, he de- 
clared him a publick Enemy, and did him 
the diferace to throw down his Statues which 
before had been placed next to thole of the 
Relations and Atliestjf-Setw*/, in all places of 
the Empire where they were. He remitted 
the People of Fakjtine, the Punifhments which 
he had menaced them wnh in the Caufe of 
fefeemius Niger. Afterwards he received Ploa- 
t'anHs tntof&row again, and baitilhed his Ene- 
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peror ; or Keeper of the Privy Purfe. •Many 
others of the Party of Albinus, keeping their 
Faith to him, which they had proroifed, were 
defeated in Battel likewife by Severus. The 
Arabian Legion had revolted to him. All which 
aggravated the Revenge of Severus upon the 
Party ; of whom having killed a great many 
more, and extinguilhed the whole Family of 
the Albmi, he came to Rtmt in a Choler at 
the People and the Senate : wlpre he applauded 
Cmmodus publickly both to trie one and the 
other : called him a God; faid they were only 
infamous Peribns and Poultrons, to whom he 
had been difpleafing : you might fee, he was 
evidently furious. Then he difcoirrfed upon 
his own Clemency, though of all Men he had 
been the moft Cruel, and had murdered the 
Senators following, without any legal Tryal, 
who were all llluftrious Perfonages : Mummi- 
m Secundtnus, Afcllius Claudianut, Claudius Ku- 
fus, Viltllius ViBor, Paptus Faufius, vGlius 
Cclfus, Julius Rnfus, Lotous Profejfus, Aruncu- 
Utus Corntlianus, Antoninus Balbus, Poftbuwnus 
Severus, Strgius Luftratut, Fabius Paulmm, No- 
nius Gracchus , Mujltus Febianus, Cafperius A- 
gnfpinus, Cejonius Albinus, Claudius Sulpitt*. 
bus, Mtmrmus Rufinus, Cafperius tASmilimm t 
Cccceius Verm, Eructtts Clarus, L. Stilo, Clodtus 
Rufus, Egnatuleius Honor atus , Petronius Junior \ 
Fefius, Neratianus, Aureltanits, Materiamu, Ju- 
hanus, and Albinus, of the Family of the ?if- 
cemtii' Macrinus, Faujlinianus , Julianas, of 
the Family of the Cerellit ; Heremius Nepss, 
Sulpitius Cartas, Valerius Catulims, Noviur Ru- 
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fas, CUuim Arabia/it* , arid Maritit Afeellb. 
Of thefe,\the.greateft part were of the de- 
gree of the Confab, others Prstors, but all 
certainly very excellent Men: the murdering 
of whom, io many and fo iiluftrious, as they 
were, made the Africans admire Severn as a 
Deky. He charged Cvacius Severus wkh a de- 
hgn to have Poyfoncd him, and fo likewife 
put him to death. . He threw Ntrfiffits, who 
had ftrangled Cmffodm, to the Lions. Many 
of oblcure Note and Birth befides he killed, 
not to fpeak of thereft who were taken off by 
t}ie rights of War. 

After all this, being willing ito recommend 
himfelf to the People, he removed the Charge 
of the Port, and the Pubhck Carriages from 
Prjyate Perfons; to lay it upon the Exchequer. 
He ordered his Son Bujfumut Antoninms, to be DecUrej 
declared Ctefar by the Senate, and to wear the Us Son 
Enhgnsof Majefty accordingly : and next of C*far.' 
his own abfolute Authority, he eredted Sta- 
tues to his Father, Mocher, Grandfather, and 
his firft Wife. He conceived fach a great • 
difguft againft Plamtianus, after knowing his 
Life, that from an intimate Favourite, he de- 
clared him a publick Enemy, and did him 
the di(grace to throw down his Statues which 
before had been placed next to tbofe of the 
Relations and Afliesof-Srwriw, in all places of 
the Empire where they were. He remitted 
the People of Pakfine, the Puniftiments which 
he had menaced them with in the Caufe of 
fefeemius Niger. Afterwards he received Plan- 
tianMt mtofatoHf again, and bartilhed' his Ene- 
R * miesjf 
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niies .• who entred the City, as it were in Tri- 
umph, and went up to the Capitol ; and yet 
in Procefs of time, for all that he killed him. 
He gave the Man's, or the Roman Gown, to 
Geta his youngeft Son ; and married his Eldeft 
to a Daughter of Plautianus. He made them 
both Confuls ; but Geta, his own Brother, he 
killed. Then the Parthian War came on; 
upon his going to which, he firft treated the 
People with the Games of the-Gladiators, and 
gave them a Largefs. But ftill he put to death 
feveral Perfons, whether for real, or pre- 
tended Caufes, whilft thefe things paft. Some 
becaufe they Rallied upon him ; others becaufe 
they held their Tongues and faid nothing. 
Some becaufe they had faid, He was an Em- 
fetor that bad not bis name for nothing. A right 
Pertinax, a right Severus. 
Tit Pjr- As for the Parthian War, certainly it was 
thhn Ex. generally faid that Severn affs&ed it out of a 
fcuticn. <jefire of Glory, rather than that he was car- 
ried upon it by any neceffity. He imbarked 
his Army at the Port of Brindifi; from whence 
continuing on his Journey, he came into 5;- 
ria, where he prepared himfelf to make War 
upon the Partbum in their own Country, after 
he had driven them out of their Footings in 
this. Together with which, by the advice of 
Plautianus, he hunted after the Reliques of the 
Fa&ion of fefctmtivt Niger, and flew them 
without Mercy. Others he flew, pretending 
,that they had confulted the Aftrologers and 
the Diviners concerning his death. Particu- 
larly he fufpeded every one that was but pro- 
per 
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} per to make an Emperor of. Whilft his Sons 
I were yet little, which was the time for Men 
1 to try their Fortunes, either he heard, that it 
| was laid by them, or he imagined, that they 
> faid fo. But yet as to fome, who were mur- 
i. dered, he excufed himfeJf, and denied that it 
I had been done by his order ; and particularly 
i Marim Maximus (ays, he did it in the Cafe of 
Latus. His own Sifter making him a Vifit 
from the Town of Napoli di Barbarta, where 
. he was born, had brought her Son along 
with her : and as (he was one that was fcarce 
; able to (peak the Latin Tongue, (he made the 
Emperor blufh for her very much ; who gave 
her (everal rich Prefents, and made her Son a 
Senator; but when that was done, he ordered 
her to go back to her own Country again, 
and take her Son with her, who (bon after died. 

The Summer being over, becaufe in tho(e 
Parts the Winter is the beft Seafon for War, 
he entred into the Kingdom of Tartbia ; and 
obliging the Enemy to give way to him, 
he marched forward , and (et himfeif down 
before Cttfipban, which he took. But as his 
Soldiers had lived but upon the Roots of the 
Herbs which they found, whereby they had 
contracted great ficknefles, and particularly 
the Flux, which hindered their Marches, he ' 
fatisfied himfeif with the Conqueft which ha 
had made, having killed a great number of 
the Enemy, and put to flight their King, 
which gained him the Title of Conqueror of 
the Paribiant. His eldeft Son the Ca»(ar Baf- 
fiamu Antoninus, of thirteen years of Age, was 
R 3 upon 
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upon this occafion by the Army proclaimed a 
Partner in the Empire with his Father* anc 
his younger Son, Get a Ant«ninus s was declared 
a: the fame time Cttfar. Wherefore. Severui 
gave to the Army a ve; y large Donative, and 
aii the Booty of the Town of Cttfipbon, accord- 
ing to their defiie, which they were become 
the Mailers of. From thence he returned a 
Conqueror into Syria. The Senate offered 
itr- f: j ~ him the Honor cf a Triumph : which he re- 
i r-mf ':. fufed, b:caufe he could not lit in the Chariot, 
by uv.i'cn or the Gout, which affli&ed him. 
But he permitted his Son to receive it in his 
Place* t: whom the Senate had decreed a 
Triumph in relation to the fuccefles over the 
Jews. For all things had paffed well in Syria, 
as well as Partita, under the Conduct ofSe- 
"jirus. In fine, being come to Antucb, he 
granted to his eldeft Son the Roman Gown, 
and appointed him to be Conful with himfelf. 
Accoraicgly they both entred upon their Con- 
fulllvps in Syria. After which, having gratified 
the Army with a Bounty upon that Subject, 
they reck their way to Alexandria. 

Jn this Expedition he made a great manv 
Lar s :o £f;abliih the Rights of the People of 
Ta.eftiw. He forbad Men to turn Jtws, un- 
• cer ^g eat penaicy,and he made the likeOrdi- 
i i\ iL£5 as to the Chriftians. He granted to the 
Ci y of Alexandria the Privilege of a Senate; 
bitiaes which he changed their Laws mfeveral 
things. He was much pleafed with his Voy- 
age into thsfe Parts, to lee the Worfhip of the 
God Sfrapit, and becaufeof the fingular ftrang- 
nels 
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nefs of the Animals, and places which he faw 
here. He viewed Memphis and Memnon, the 
Pyramids and the Labyrinth, with great Care 
and great Satisfaction. 

It would be too tedious to parfue the Life 
of this Prince in Matters of a lefler Note. 
Therefore his diminifhing the Power of the 
Pretorian Guards at Rome, after Julianm was 
conquered and killed, and his confecrating 
Pertinax a God,contrary to the Will of the Sol- 
diers, were bold and great Actions. He feems 
to have deferved the Name of Pertinax, (which 
once he aflumedj not fo much for his Affection 
to Pertinax the Emperor, as for the aufterity of 
his manners, and his own pertinacioufnefs in 
what he did. As one of the Enemy, who was 
taken had caft himfelf humbly at his Feet, and 
faid to him ; Sir, what would yourfelf have done in 
my place ? He not at all foftened with fo pru- 
dent an Expreffion, commanded him to be 
killed without remorfe. He was 'bent upon 
utterly extirpating the Parties that were againft 
him, and almoft from no place did he come 
off lefs than Conqueror. 

He conquered Abgarus, the King of Terfia. His other 
The Arabians yielded themlelves under his Succejfes, 
Obedience. He made the AdiabenLT ributary 
to him. He fortified Great Britain, which is 
the greateft Ornament of his Reign, with a 
Trench drawn crofs the Ifland, from the one 
Ocean to the other, from whence he received 
the Title of Conaueror of the Britain*. He put 
his Native" Country of Tripoli into a Condi- 
tion of the greateft Security, and a lading 
R 4 Peace 
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Peace, by fubduing thole molt Warlike Na- 
tions, which lie all about it ; for which the 
Trifclmu in return, prelenced him with Oyl 
and Corn, every Year in abundance; and 
gave for that purpole (bme fruitful Fields for 
ever to the People of Rente. As he was of a 
Temper to be implacable towards luch as tranf- 
grelfecl their Duty ; io on the other hand, he 
was of a lingular good Judgment in making 
Choice of Perions to lerve him, who were 
Men of Fidelicy. He was much addicted to 
the Studies of Philofbphy and Eloquence, and 
had a delire to know the reft of the Sciences. 
■He was a mortal hater of Robbers. He writ 
his own Life himlelf faithfully , as he was a 
orivare Man, and as he Emperor; in which 
however, he e^ccules as much as he can, the 
Fault or his Cruelty. The Senate gave this 
Judgment upon him, that either he ought ne- 
ver to have been born, or he ought never to 
die. Beciule he feemed at once to be too 
Cruel to keep, and coo uleful to lofe. 
; In the mean time, as to his AfFaiis within his 
. own Family, he was not fo very Prudent. For 
the Virtue of his Wile Juts* was much to be fu- 
fpscled. She was alio an Accomplice in a Con- 
Ipiracy chat was form'd againft him, yet he (pa- 
red her, and kept her with him. Whilft he lay 
lame of theGcut in his Fcet,which retarded the 
Operations of che War, which the Army bore 
impatiently, they haJ nominated his Son Baffia- 
nus, to mar-h as Emperor at the Head of them. 
Sevtrui immediately upon this, called a Coun- 
c:i of War, fo which, cauhng himtelf'to be 
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taken up, and carried and placed upon trie 
Tribunal ; and having cited to it all the Tri- 
bunes, Centurions, Captains, and the principal 
Officers of the Army, that had been the Au- 
thors of that Action, together with his Son; 
he demanded of them all, Whether they were 
returned to their Duty ? who all, except his Son, 
whom he had pardoned, proftrating themfelves 
before him for Mercy; fays he, J hope now you 
are fatisfied, it is the Head that rules, and not 
the Feet. Another very remarkable Expref- 
fion of his, is, being one whom Fortune had 
railed from a low Birth by feveral degrees to 
the Empire, with the Afliftance of Letters, and 
the Knowledge that he had acquired in Arms; 
fays ha J have been aS things, and a Us worth nothing. 

He died at Tork in Great Britain, in an ad- HuDeaht. 
vanced Age, and the Eighteenth Year of his 
Reign, of a very violenc Malady, the Gout, 
after having fubdued the Nations which were 
troublefome to the Repofe of that Country. 
He left Two Sons, Antomnus BaJJianus and 
Geta, to which latter he gave the lame Name 
of Antoninus, in Honour ot the Emperor Mar- 
cus Antoninus. He was interred in the Sepul- 
chre of Marcus Antoninus, for whom of all the 
Emperors, he had that Honour, and held his 
Memory i'o dear, that he conlecrated even 
his Son Commodus Antoninus a God, and thought 
that for the future, the Name of Antoninus 
ought to be inleparable from the Perfbn of the 
Emperor, as well as that of Auguftus, for ever. 
The Senate, his Children, and thole of his Fa- 
mily, joyned to make a magnificent Funeral 
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for him, and he was likewife enrolled in the 
Number of the Gods. The publick Works of 
his that are extant, are chiefly thefe; the Sep- 
tizjwum, his Baths, and his J mi. The Judg- 
ment that was pafled upon him after his Death 
was fo much the more to his Honour, as his 
Son, and tho(e Princes that came after, proved 
unfortunate to the State ; when all things were 
abandoned into the Hands of Robbers, that 
made a Prey of all the Grandeur and the Ri- 
ches of the Rommt. He was (o little curious 
of fine Cloaths, that his Veft had fcarce any 
Studs of Purple upon it ; and over that, he wore 
a loole ihagged Coat. He eat little, and loved 
above ail things the Peafe, Beans, and Puhe of 
his own Native Country ; he fbmetimes drank 
pretty freely ; often quite abftained from flefh. 
Ter. He was handfome as to his Perfon ; big, with 
fiwgt' a long Beard ; his Hair naturally curl'd ; of an 
awful Countenance; a fweet Voice, but fbme- 
thing of an Afrnan Tone with it to the laft. 
After his Death, he was more beloved than 
ever he had been during his Life ; becaufe 
People then had ceafed to envy him, and be- 
caufe they were out of the fear of his Cruelty. 

I remember, I have read m^£lini Maurus, 
the manumitted Servant of Pbkgeo of Tralles, 
that this Prince, when he disd, rejoyced infi- 
nitely, that he left behind him two Sons of 
the Name of Antoninus to fucceed in the Em- 
pire, and to be of equal Power with one ano- 
ther, after the Example of the Emperor Anto- 
nyms Pius, who was fucceeded at once by 
Marcus Anteninut and Verm Antoninus^ who 
yet 
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yet being the Sons of that Prince but by A- 
doption ; it pleafed Severut (o much the more, 
to think that his two Sons were his own, and 
derived of his own Blood ; that is, Bajfiams 
Antoninus, whom he had by his firft Wife, and 
Geta Antoninus, whom he had by Julia. But 
he was much miftaken in his good hopes as 
to them both. The untimely Murder of the 
one, and the Vices of the other equally de- 
prived the State of reaping any Good by 
them. 

And really when I have fbmetime reflected 
upon this, I have with aftonilhment obferved, 
may it pleafe your Majefty Q Dioclefian, that 
leldom any of the great Men have ever 
left a good and an uleful Son behind them. 
But either they have died all without Iflue, or 
if they have had Children, their Children have 
been fuch, that it had been better for their 
Glory to have left none at all. To begin 
with Romulus, he left the World no Children ; 
nor Numa Pomfiliui, who were of any Service 
to the State. What (hall I fay of CamiUus ? 
Had he any Children hkchimfelf ? What had 
Sapio? What had zhsCato's, who were all fuch 
great Men ? What mail I fay of Homer, De- 
moftbtnes, Firgil, Sals/ft, Tertnce, Tlautus, and 
fo many other excellent Perfons ? What /hall 
I fay of Cafar ? What mall I fay of Tutty ? 
but that it had been much better, that he had 
left no Children neither. What mail I fay of 
Augufius himlelf ? who had not a good even 
adoptive Son, though he had all the World to 
chufe out of Ttajan was alio mifraljen in the 
Choice 
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Choice that he made of his own Country* 
man, and one of his own Blood. But to o- 
mic any more adoptive Sons for the fake of 
Antomnus Puts and Marcus Antoninus, who were 
Two fuch Divinities: What had been hap- 
pier than Marcus Antoninus, if he had not left 
Commodm his Heir ? what more Glorious than 
Septimtus St-verui, if he had never begotten 
Baftanus ? who murdered his Brother, for a 
Crime malicioufly invented by himfelf, and 
then charged it upon him who married his 
Mother-in-Law, who was as good as an own 
Mother to him, and in whole Arms he had 
before killed her Son, his Brother ; who killed 
Papmian, that San&uary , that Treafure of 
all the Doctrine of the Laws, only becaufe 
he would not juftify fo cruel a Fratricide. 
Therefore in companion with this Son, Scverus 
th; Father, thor.gh he was in all Refge&s a 
ha;d, or rather a cruel Prince, was accounted 
Pious, and worthy of the Confecration of a 
God ; who as he lay on his Death-Bed, lent, 
thev fay, to this his Son, that Divine Oration 
in Saiujt, of the King Micipfa to his Children. 
But k was fo quite loft upon Bafumus Anto- 
ninus, that he lived long in the hatred of the 
People, to whom although he gave a Bounty 
of thofe Coats called CaracaU*, from whence 
himfelf bath the Name of CaracaUus\ and 
though he built thofe Baths of his Name, which 
are very Magnificent, yet that Holy and Ve- 
nerable Stile of Antoninus, became much the 
Iefs beloved for his fake. He, 4 as we are told, 
built befiies the Portico which*is at Rome, wjth 
very 



Vol.I. Empe ror Septimius Sevcrus. 153 

very great Splendor, in which there are repre- 
fented, the memorable Exploits of Severut his 
Father. 

The Signs fore- running the Death of the signs fore- 
Emperor Septmim Severta, were thele. He running 
dreamt, that he was carried up to Heaven in a his Veath - 
Chariot, drawn by four Eagles, and enrich'd 
with precious Stones, and I know not what 
large humane Form flying before him : that as 
he was elevated in the Air, he difplay'd the 
Numbers Eighty Nine, beyond which Age pre- 
cilely he did not live ; for he was already old, 
when he came to the Empire. Then that he 
continued a long time alone and deftitute of 
help, in a great Circle by himfelf, till at laft, 
fearing to fall to Earth again, he faw himfelf 
Called by Jupiter, and placed amongft the Ants- 
nmujfet. One day whilft the Games of the 
Cirque were celebrating, as there were three 
Figures of Victory, with Palms in their hands 
placed according to Cuftom upon the Platform 
where the Emperor's Throne is ; that in the 
middle bearing a Globe , on which was in- 
f6nbed the Name of Severus , was blown down 
with a blaft of Wind to the Ground, and 
there lay. The other, which was infcribed 
with the Name of Geta, fell, and was broken 
to pieces; but that which was infcribed with 
the Name of Baflianus ftood, but with much 
ado, and loft its Palm- branch in the Wind. 
After he had finiflied his Wall or Trench in 
Great Britain, and was returning to the next 
Garrifon vi&onous, having hereby aflured the 
Peace of that Country forever, he was think- 
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ing in his mind, what fort of Omen he fhouk 
meet with upon it ; a Black-moor who was oi 
the Number of his Soldiers, and who was a 
famous Droll, always ready to make fbme plea- 
fant piece of Rallery, prefents. himfelf before 
him, with a Crown in his hand made of Cy- 
prefs ; Severus in anger, commanded him im- 
mediately to retire out of his fight, being fen- 
fibly touched with the double ill Omen of his 
Hew, and the Matter of his Crown. In the 
mean time faid the Man, Your Majtflj bath 
been aU Things, and conqtttred aU Things, new 
be a Cod. Eking afterwards returned to the 
City of York, and going todifcharge his Devo- 
tion, he was conducted by a miftake of an 
Augur, into a Temple of BeEtna, and next 
the Bcafts which were prefented to him to Sa- 
crifice, were black : But he refufing to Sacri- 
fice in that colour, retired to the Palace, and 
the fame black Vi&ims being left neglected by 
the Priefts, went after hira as far as to the Gates 
of the Palace. 
Ms pub. In a great many Cities there are Works 
lie Work.', which he ordered to be done, which are excel- 
lent ; but particularly at Rome, all thepublick 
Edifices which were decaying by old Age, and 
the courfe of time, hercftored, and which was 
a great A&ion in him, without fcarce ever in- 
fcribing his own Name upon one of them, but 
erery where continuing upon them the Names 
of their ancient Founders. At his Death he 
left in the publick Stores, Corn to ferve for 
Seven Years to come, at the rate of expending 
Seventy Five Thouland Modii a day, whereof 
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} each Modius was a Peck and half. And for 
\ Oyl, he left fuch a Quantity, as was fiifficient 
I not only for che City of Reme, but all Italy 
| upon occafion, for Five Years. They fay thac 
f his laft Words were chefe ; I found the State 
i when I received it, every inhere in Difiurbance, 
\ I leave it in Peace even to tht Britain*. OU 
\ and Lame, as I am, 1 lesvt tbt Empire firm to 
i my Sons, if they are good: But in a feeble Cen- 
\ Jittmfer them, if they are bad. The laft Warch- 
I word which he ordered co be given to the Tri- 
bune, was, Laboremtts, let us take Pains i as 
that of Pertinax, the flrft day that he was ad- 
mitted to the Empire, Was, Militemtu , let us 
fight. He had defigned a fqcond Royal Image 
of Fortune to be made and added to thac 
which always ftands in the Emperor's Cham- 
bers, and is ufed to accompany them in all 
Places where they go ; he delired to leave of 
thofe mod facred Figures, to each of his Sons 
one. But when he found himleif prefled 
with the approaching hour of his Death, it is 
faid, he ordered that that Image of Fortune, 
which there was, mould be carried alternative- 
ly into the Chambers of his Two Sons; but 
BaJJiamt Antonmui flighted that Order, even 
before he had killed his Brother. 

His Body was brought from Great Britain to 
Rome, where it was received with the greateft 
Reverence of all the Provinces ; though fbme 
fay, it was only his Ames which were brought 
to Rome, repofed in a little Urn of Gold, 
which was interred in the Sepulchre of the 
Antenitwjfes ; and that the Body was burnt up- 
on 
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on the place where he died. When he buili 
the Septtzonum, ho had no other Defign in it, 
bat to make appear the Magnificence of his 
Work, to the Eyes of thofe, who particularly 
ftiould come out of his Native Country of 
Africa ; and if he had not been prevented, it is 
fiippofed, he would have made a ftately Intraio 
from thence to the Palace Royal ; as afterward 
the Emperor AUxmUer Severn would have 
done, but that the Soochfayers prohibited him, 
for Reafons in their Art. 
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IT is a difficult thing, and fuch as we rare- 
ly fee done, to pubhfli to the World a juft 
Account of Perfbns who die under this 
Notion of Rebels arid Ufiirpers, by being 
Conquered, and becaufe they are concluded 
b by another Perfon's Vidtory. All the Cir- 
S cumftanees 
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cumfbnces of fach are fcarce ever fully ex 
preffed in the Monuments, and the Annals o 
the Antients; for that which is great of them 
and to their Honours, is either generally de 
prayed and turned another way, or it is ftp 
prefled. Neither is there (o much Care taker 
to leek into the things tha^ concern their On 
gine and their Lives, as to recount their Ends 
For when they have brought them to that 
and told the War, in which they were over- 
come, and how they fufFer'd for the boldnefs oi 
their Attempts, they per made them lei ves the? 
Hit Ex- have faid enough about them- Thus Pefccn 
tTtSim. nius Niger was, as lome fay, born of very or- 
dinary, as others, of honourable Parents ; that 
is, the latter fay, that his Father was Annu 
Fufcttf, his Mother LamprtJu, his Grandfather 
the Curator of the Town of Aqum ; accor- 
ding to which, his Family was of the Eque- 
ftrian Order : . but yet this is a thing which at 
this day, others will difpute. His Inftru&ion 
in Letters was but indifferent, no more than 
was his Efhts. His manner of Life was mo- 
derate ; his Temper hot enough; but particu- 
larly of an unbridled Paffion to Liberty. He 
was a long time a Centurion, and afterwardi 
through feveral other Commands in tke Wars, 
came to be the General of the Forces in 
Syria, unto which the Empeior CommoJus had 
preferred him, by the Credit and the recom- 
" mendation chiefly of that very Per/on, as all 
things went at that time, who afterwards 
ftrangled Commodus. 
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After the Death of Commodut, and the Death 
aifb of his Succeflbr ?ertinax % Vefcennim Niger fit 
lip for the Empire upon the Authority of the 
fame Forces of Syria ; encouraged to it from 
Rome, Where Diditu Julianas, who had Suc- 
ceeded to Pertinax, was fo hated by the People, 
that they publicity curfed him, and threw 
Stones at him, and prayed, that the Gods would 
give them Niger to be their P, ince, and Niger 
to come to the Succour of the City. Here- 
upon Juliana* Cent a Centurion with Orders 
to bring him the Head of Niger, which was a 
very imprudent Fancy indeed, as if it was fuch 
an ean"e matter for a {ingle Centurion to make 
himfelf the Matter of one, who was at the Head 
of a puiflant Armv, and could very well main- 
fain himfelf! With the fame imprudence it was 
that he propofed to take off 1the Head of Se- 
vern, after he had already been declared Em- 
pcro-, and to fend a Man to^ command in his 
place. For he tad fent the known Affaffine, 
Atjuilins a Centurion, to him to kill him ; as 
if fo powerful a General, was fo eafily to 
be killed by a Centurion. But yet all this was 
as Judicious, as his pretending ro prohibit Se- 
vern* from the Empire by Law, becaufa him- 
felf was in the prior Pofleffion of it. • ■ 

In fine, the Inclinations of the Peogle to- He is be- 
wards Pefcennim Niger, and their averlion to lo'M h 
Julianas, appeared iiifficienfly in this ; that the pec f le 
Vfhilft Julianus was Entertaining them with 
the Games of the Cirque; even then, they 
called upon the Name of Fefcenr.ius Niger, 
and wilhed publickly for his coming tr> the 
S 1 Succour 
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Saccoar of the City. Upon which occafior 
Julianu) i: is faid pronounced thefe Words, Thai 
if thej had him. he would not Reign long ova 
them, nn more than himfelf. But Severus, he 
faid, might, though he was the mofi of aU to bt 
hated by every body ; which in the event provec 
true. 

Now in the time that Severus was the Lieu- 
tenant of the Province of Lugdumm in Gallia, 
ftfctnnius Ni^er and he had contracted a very* 
great Friendfhip with one another; infomuch 
that the latter having acquitted himfelf in fome 
A&ions there with a great deal of Bravery 
and Honefty againft the Enemy ; he rendred 
himfelf fo perfectly agreeable to" Severus, that 
Severus recommended him to the Emperor 
Ccmmodus, and engaged for him, as a Per (on 
that was neceflary to be employed in the 
State. And ceitainly he was a very good Sol- 
dier, and underftcod the Difcipline of War 
perfectly well. He never lurTered his Men 
to extort from their Quarters in the Provinces; 
Wood or Oy], or any manner of Service. He 
never made Gain to himfelf out of their Pay; 
nor when he was a Tribune, did he fuffer the 
other Officers to do fo : And after he was fet 
up to be Emperor, he commanded two Tri- 
bunes who were guilty of making Advantages 
to themfelves out of the Pay of their Soldiers, 
to be ftoncd to Death. 
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A LETTER of Sevens him- 
felf, written to %agonius Cel/us the 
Governour of Gallia, fays thus of 
him. 

IT is a fniferable things that we cannot imi- Letters in 
tate the Military Difcipline of him whom we f -» sF « v °«r 
have overcome in the Field ; whereas your Men 
do nothing but ramble here and there ; the Tri- 
bunes are Bathing them/elves at Noon Jay, Dine 
in Taverns , and Lye in Inns ; Dance, Drink and 
Sing, and call this the only Rule that they have, 
that they Drink without all Rule. Certainly, 
Jheuld thefe Things be, if tve had the leafl Fein 
of the Difcipline of our Fore fathers 'in us ? Firft 
therefore correal the Tribunes, and then you will 
amend the Soldiers ; who will no longer ft and in 
fear of you, if you are in fear of them. Ton may 
know this by Pelcenuius Niger, that the Soldiers 
will never be kept to their Duties^ unhfs the Tri- 
bunes and the Captains that are over them, ap~ 
prove themfelves before them, good and virtuous 
Men. 

So much the Emperor Sevems owned con- 
cerning his Riv.il Tefcennius Niger, of whom 
he had gotten the Victory. The Emperor 
Marcus Antoninus hath a Letter to Cornelius 
Belbus concerning him, which fays thus. 

S % 10U 
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YO U ccmmend Pefcennius to me. I know 
him. For your Predecefjor told me, thai 
be rnu a brave Man, of an bone ft Life ; and 
that be was worthy to be promoted to a higher 
Station. So I have fent Letttrs, which are to be 
>f,;d at the Had f the Troops, wherein I have or- 
dered h.m the command cf a body of Three Hun- 
d ed Armenians, One Hundred Sarmatians, and 
Or.; Tooufand of our own Men- It is for you 
to tdl them, that it is not the Ambition 6f 
Pefcenniu?, becaufe this is not confonant with our 
Trine: fits ; but it ts hit Valour and good Manners, 
wb:ch hath raifed bim to that place, that mj 
Grandfather Hadrian, and my great Grandfather 
Trajan did never beftow, but upon Per fans of 
u-Uj'e Merits they were mofi ajjured. 

The Emperor Commodus lays thus of the fame 
Perfon. 

Pefcennius, / knew, he is a Valiant Man ; I 
have employed bim Twice as a Tribune, and in 
a Uttlt time, I will advance htm to be a Gene- 
ral, as fcan as the old Age of /Elius Corduen'us 
engages him to quit the Service of the State. 

Thefe wc-e the Opinions of all Perfons 
thsre:o;£ abe jt him. Sevsrus h»d often fold, 
he would give him his Life with all his heart, 
if He would of.UH from his Enterprife. He 
r/^s mace Con.'al by the Emperor Commodus, 
v. no in :hac point gave him the precedence 
even to Sever*}. n -.vhich Stverut was di (obliged. 
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Severm fays in his own Life, that before that his 

Sons were come to be of an Age to fucceed 

him, he had intended when he was lick, if he 

had died, to appoint before all others Pefcenniut 

Niger, and Clediut Albmut to be his Succeflbrs j 

though afterwards they were both the one and 

the other his grcateft Enemies. But however, 

this i^an Argument of the good Opinion that 

once Sevcrut had of Niger. 

If we may believe Severus, Pefcenniut Niger 
was a Man ambitious of Glory, of a Life dole 
andreferved, and of an advanced Age, whpn 
he invaded the Empire ; from which laft Ci'r- 
cumftance he takes the Liberty to blame him, 
as if himfelf had come to the Empire much 
younger; whereas he reigned but Eighteen 
Years, or thereabouts, and yet died at the Age 
of Eighty Nine. At the fame time that Severn 
fent Heraclmt into Bitbynia to fecure that 
Country, he fent Fulvius to go and get into 
his Cuftody the Children of Pefcennius Niger, 
who were then in the Flower of their Youth. 
He took no notice at all of their Father to 
the Senate, but immediately began an Expe- 
dition to compofe the State of the Eajt. But 
withal, he commanded (bme Legions into 
Africa, to prevent that Niger mould not pofTefs 
himfelf of that Quarter, and thereby afflict 
the People of Rome with a want of the Corn 
from thence. -For though the Paflage both 
by Sea and Land was difficult, yet it did not 
feem impoffible for Niger to do this, efpecial- . 
ly if he took his way through the Countries 
of Egyp and Libya. 

$4 
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In the mean time, Niger was in the poffef- 
flon of Greece ,Tbr*cia and MtceJonta, when 
Severus came againft him into the Eaft. He 
propofed to Severus, that they might be Part- 
ners :n the Empire, with one another, but this 
was flighted ; on the other hand, Severus of- 
fered him his Life in Exile, but this Niger 
flighted. So whereas he had put to death (e- 
veral illuftnous Perlons, Severus declared him, 
together with vdEmikaw, an Enemy. Then 
the Captains of Severus engaged firft with 
tAimtUavus, and beat him. After which they 
engaged with Niger himfelf, over whom ha- 
ving gotten the Vi&ory, he fled, but mortal- 
ly wounded; and being taken by 'a Lake, 
which is by the ^ity of Ciziqua, and brought 
in the Condition ^t he was in to Severus, he 
expired prefently arter. 

Hi; Head was carried about upon a Spear, 
and fenc to Rome ; his Sons killed, his Wife 
killed, his Eftat© confiscated, and his whole 
Family extinguifljed. But yet it was not till 
after the News of the Rebellion of Clodiut Al- 
bums, that all this was done; becaufe till 
then, the Ban'-fbment of his Wife and Chil- 
dren had contented Severus ; who was made 
much worfe, and much more unmerciful, than 
he was in this, bv the next War he had with 
CLdiui A'.'utnus • for then he flew an infinite 
number of Senators, and fome called him an 
African SjUa, ionie a Adgrhs, for all that civil 
Blood which he fpilt. 

Ftfcamiui 
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Vefatm 'w Niger was very tall, and well made Ms-Per- 
as to his Perfon ; his Hair curling up to his /"»4E e « 
Ears, a Voice fb very clear and ftrong, that 
he could make himlelf to be heard, When he 
fpoke in the Camp, if the Wind was not a- 
gainft him., a Mile ; a modeft Countenance, 
apt to blufh ; rather fat than meager; loved 
a Glafs or Wine, eat but little; never lay with ' 
his Wife but to Conception, and then he 
abftained, which made him when he was in 
Gallia, be publickly celebrated for his Chaftity. 
In the Arch of the Gallery which is in the 
Gardens of Commedus, we have to this day 
his Pi&ure done in Mofauk Work, amongft 
the great Friends of that Prince, aflifting at 
the Myfteries of the Goddefs Ifu. Niger was 
therefore a very Excellent Soldier,- a Valiant 
Tribune, a Wile General, an Uluftrious Con- 
fiil; happy in his Affairs at home and Employ- 
ments abroad; but an unhappy Emperor. He 
might have been of great ufe to the State, 
under fuch a Prince as Styerus, if fo be that 
' he would have (erved on his fide. But he was 
mifled by the Counfels of Scevut Aurelianus, 
who had comra&ed his Daughters to his Sons, 
and who for that reafbn had urged him on, 
to perfift, as much as he could, to make the 
Empire his own. 

We may fee how confiderable a Man he 
was by this ; that his Authority and his Cre- 
dit at the Court was fo great, that he writ 
firft to the Emperor Marcus . Antoninus, and 
afterwards to Cimmodus , when he perceived 
how much the Provinces were ruined by 
making 
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making too frequent changes in the Perfons 
who governed them ; that itt the firft place, 
Hi* skfU n ° Prefident, or Lieutenant, or Proconful of 
m Civtl a Province (hauld be fucceeded by another, be- 
Afftin. fore the term of Five Years j that when that 
term was expired, the faid Magiftrates fhould 
give an Account, how they had adminiftred 
the Power which they had been intrufted 
withv and then that no Perfons who were' 
not of good ■ Extractions , mould be ad- 
mitted to ferve, in thofe high Offices of 
State. Befides this, it was a fuggeftion of his, 
that the Afleflbrs attending upon the Gover- 
nours and other Magiftrates of the Provinces, 
to aflift them in Counfel, mould be prefer- 
red in their turns unto the higheft Honours ; 
which was obferved afterwards by the Empe- 
ror Sever*, and thenceforward by many o- 
thers, as appears by the Examples of Paulut 
and Ulfum, who had been both AiTeflbrs to 
Ftpmian, and were both of them afterwards, 
firft emphjyed in the Office of Secretaries, 
the one for the Difpatches, the other for the 
Rtgifters, and then loon after they were made 
the Captains of the Guards. It is alio from him 
that no body is an Afleflor to a Judge, but in 
his own Province ; and that no one admini- 
sters that Charge at Rome, but what is a Na- 
tive of the City. He added befides, that there 
Jhould be Salaries appointed for certain Coun- 
cilors, that they might not be a Charge up- 
on thofe who were the Afleflbrs, becaufe a 
Judge C he hid ) was neither to give nor take 
any thing. As for the Soldiers, he was fo 



Vol. I. Pefcennius Niger. 377 
ftrid upon thofe, that when fome of them AnlMtii- 
who were in Garrifon .upon the Frontiers in %t *j> 
Egypt had asked hirrt for fome Wine, he an- ' 
fwered, Teu have the River Nile there , and Jo 
you ask me for Wine ? And certainly, the Water 
of that River is fo fweet and fo pleafanr, that 
thofe of the Country have no defire at all to 
drink Wine. Others that had been beaten by 
■the Saracens, murmuring, and being upon the 
point of a Sedition, faying, We have had no 
Wine to drink, we cannot Fight. He anfwered, 
For (hame, when thofe that beat you drink Water! 
The People of the Province of PaUfiine, pray- 
ing, that the Tax which was upon their 
Lands might be abated, becaufe they cried they 
were overcharged ; he made them Anfwer, • 
Toa would have the Tax taken off of your Lands, 
but I will tax your very Air that you breath. 

During that^reat Commotion of the State, 
when there were three Emperors fet up at 
one and the fame time, that is, Septimus Se- 
vern, Pefcennius Niger, and Clodiui Albums % 
the Oracle of Delfhot was confulted, which of 
them would be the beft for the Publick to carry 
it. The Oracle anfwered^ in fome obfcure 
Words in Greek, but which were underftood 
to fignify, that Niger was the beft, Sever us 
was well enough, and Albinus the worft of 
the Three. After this?, tbeir Curiofity lead 
them to ask the Oracle, which of theThree then 
fhould be the Perfon that fhould at laft carry 
it ; the A'nfwefc was to this effect, That the 
White and the Black, that is, Albinus and Niger 
(hould be killed, and an African born ( which 
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Stvirus was) (hould foftfs the Empire of tie 
W«rUL Then they asked further, who mould 
facceed that African, the Oracle anfwered, 
That be frould be me, who wot of the Name of 
the Pious. Which was not at all underftood, 
till Bafums the eldeft Son of Sevtrus aflumed 
the Name of Antoninus, who was the only Per- 
fbn of the Title of the Pww, and then it was 
concluded to be meant of Bajftama. Laftly, 
it was asked, how Jong a time he, who of the 
Three Competitors carried the Empire, mould 
Reign ; and the Anfwer was.to this effect, 

In twice ten Shift be"U ride the Italian Sea, 
Or frem that Sail, let one deduBed be, i 

That is, underftanding by the Italian Sea, the 
Roman Commonwealth; it fignified very plain- 
ly, that Severui (hould, as he did, Reign about 
Nineteen or Twenty Years. 

This is what I humbly prelent before your 
Majefty, ODiocltfian, who are the .greatcft of 
Emperors, concerning Pefctmittt Niger. I 
have collected it for the purpofe out of Seve- 
ral Writings, wherein he comes to be but oc- 
casionally mentioned. For asjforthe entire 
Lives of Perfons, who either have not actually 
reigned, or have not been declared Emperors 
by the Senate, or perhaps have been killed be- 
fore they have eftablim'd their Fame in the 
World, it is fcldom, as I faid in the beginning, 
that any body dares to write them, Which is 
the reafon that we have none of the Life of 
Vindex, and that we know nothing of the Life 
of Tifo ; nor almoft of all thofe who either 
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have been only adopted <to be Cafart, and no 
more, or have been barely laluted Emperors by 
the Soldiers, and no more, as Anthony was under 
Dmition ; or by being betimes killed, have pre- 
fently ended their Ufarpations, and their Lives 
together. But yet that I may not Team to omit 
any thing here, of what relates, to this Perfon, . 
that I can any where find, the Aftrologers 
made this Remark upon him ; that neither 
living nor dead, mould he fall into the hands 
of Stverw, but that he mould perilh by the 
fide of a Water. Some fay, Stverus hinifelf 
had (aid this of him, by his own Skill in Na- 
tivities. Nor was the Prognostication void 
altogether, of Truth, for he was found half a- 
live, and half dead by a Lake, 

He had one .day ofeferved foaae. Soldiers in His firiS 
an Expedition, drinktng-out of a Cup of Sil- Orders. 
ver ; whereupon he was Co {rri<3:, that he com- 
manded that all Silver.at fuch times mould be 
call out of ufei and that they mould drink out 
of Veflels of Wood ; which however, they did 
not very well likes becaufe he faid> it maypof- 
fibly be, that the Baggage may fall into the 
Power of the Enemy ; and he would not 
have it, that the Barbarians mould find any 
fuch opportunity to let them/elves off with our 
Silver, when there are other things to be car- 
ried, which if taken, will give th*m a lefs oc- 
cafion of Glory. He ordered; that no Man 
upon an Expedition mould drink Wine, but that 
all mould content themfelves upon a day of 
Battel with Vinegar. He forbad Bvktrs to follow 
the Army, being not willing that the Soldiers 
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fhould eat any thing that day but Bisket. For 
the ftealmg of Sne Pullet, he had ordered Ten 
Comerades, that were at the eating of it, tho' 
only one of them had ftoln it, to lofe their 
Heads ; which had certainly been execu- 
ted, but that all the Army interpoftd for 
them, in * manner (o high, that they were al- 
moft in a Mutiny ; to prevent which, he mo- 
derated his Sentence, and ordered, that the 
Ten that, had eaten together of the Theft, 
fhould pay to the Country- man the Price of 
Ten Pullets, for that One that he had loft. 
He fjfTered them not to make Fires to get 
themfelves any hot Meat, but caufed them to 
be contented with dry Bread on fbmething 
rhat was cold, and fet Spies upon them, to 
fee that it was juftly obferved. He forbad 
the Soldiers, when they went to Battel, to 
keep any Gold or Silver about them' in their 
Pockets, but to truft it in fiich fafe and pub- 
lick hand?, As fhoold reftore it again to them 
faithfully, after the Battel was over ; or other- 
wife pay it to their Children, or Wives and 
Executors, who mould come to demand it; 
becaufe if any Blow of Fortune fhould hap. 
pen, yet he would have no Booty to fall into 
the hand of the Enemy. All which Orders, 
by reafon of the diflblutenefs of the times of 
Commodm, gained him then but only fo much 
the more ill will. For though no. Man made 
an exa&er Commander in his time, than he, 
yet it redounded rather to his prejudice, till 
after his Death ; when Envy and Malice being 
hid aiide, fuch fort of Examples were valued. 

Upon 
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Upon every Expedition that he took, he Hisferfr- 
eat himfelf of the Soldiers Amunition-Bread, '}j£I brd ~ 
and Victuals in publick. He never wore any ' 
thing upon his Head to cover him, either a- 
gainft the Sun, or againft the Ram, in which 
he had no Perfons like him. He fet before 
them all an Example of Induftry ' in himfelf 
and his Servants. For he impofed Burdens of 
things upon the backs of his Servants, becaufe 
they mould not appear to walk at their eafe, 
whilft the Soldiers were loaded, which might 
make them envy them. He protefted in a 
Speech that he made to them, that as long as 
he had been, or mould be ever employed in 
the occasions of War, he mould behave him- 
felf as freely with them, as if he was a pri- 
vate Man : having always Mariut and fuch 
great Generals as he before his Eves, and ma- 
king his Difcourfes always of Hannibal and 
the like. When a certain Peribn would have 
recited a Panegyric before him, upon his be- 
ing faluted Emperor, he faid to him, Write 
the Praifet of Marius or Hannibal, or fome fucb 
excellent Captain that is /lead; and tell *u * what 
be bath done, for rts to imitate bim in : But to 
praife the Living is a Jefi, efpeciaUy Emperors; 
from -whom there are expectations of all things on 
the one band, and fears on the other. They can 
reward, protett, kill, profcrtbe i as for me, I defire 
only to pleafe while I live ; when lam dead, then 
praife me. 

Above all the Emperors, he loved Auguftus, 
Vtfyafian, Titus, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Antoninus. The reft, he laid, were ei- 
ther 
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ther effeminate and fhadows of Emperors, o 
they were Vipers- He always was particular 
ly pleafcd with tha Accounts in Hiftory ol 
Carmim, Marius, and Jgumtut Martins Cork- 
lames. Being asked what he thought of the 
ScifUfs • he (aid, They were rather happy Men, 
than great Captains ; which he proved by their 
domefHck Lives and their Youths, which were 
too loofe and too eafie in the one and the o- 
ther. Therefore it is a thing very evident, 
that if Pefcemius Niger had gained, and peace- 
ably enjoyed the Empire, he was one who 
would have amended all things, which Severn 
either could not, or he would not amend ; and 
all this without Cruelty". He would have done 
it, on the contrary, with great Iweetnefs, and 
yet in a manner becoming a Soldier; and with- 
out that lenity that is foolilh and ridiculous 
His Houfe is to be leen at this day at Rome, in 
the Campus Jovis, retaining his Name; in 
which, in one of the Rooms is his Statue, 
which was kt up by Statins Poftumut in the 
black Marble or Thebes, who had received it 
from the King of Thebes, who had caufed it 
to be done to the Life. Upon the Balis there- 
of is written an Epigram in Greek to this pur- 
pofe; Here ftands the Great Niger, the Terror of 
Egypt, the AUte of Thebes, who bad propeftd a 
Golden Age to all. Kings, Nations, Rome it felf 
loved htm. He was dear to the Antoninus'j, and 
to the wbde Empire. As ba Name wot Niger, 
(that is, Black) fo we have fajhioned him t» 
Black, that the Statue and the ferjon [hotild cor- 
refpyvd. Severns would never differ this In- 
fcription 
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fcription to be erafed, alrho' the Captains of 
his Guards, and others of his great Officers 
advifed him to it. for, fays he, if Pefcen- 
nius Niger was fo great a Potentate as this makes 
bins, let the World know what a Man we have 
conquered' if be was not, let them however think, 
that we have conquered fucb a Man. 

It remains, that now I proceed to an Ac- 
count of Clodius Albinns, who was as it were 
the Companion of this Perfbn, both in his 
Rife and Fall. For they both in effect, re- 
volted about the fame time againft Srverus, 
and were both of them overcome and killed 
by Severus. But though the Fortune of Clodius 
Albims was much what the fame, and ran pa- 
rallel with this of Pefcennius Niger, yet his Life 
Was fufficiently different. 
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AFTER the Death of the Emperor 
Terttnax, who was killed by an In- 
trigue of Clodms Alb'musi thele Four 
Perlons were proclaimed Emperors, 
almoft at one and the fame time : Didm 
Julianus by the Senate 2t Rome, Septimus Se- 
vern 
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virus by the Army in Wjricunt, Ttfcenmus Niger 
in the Eaft> and Clodius Albmus in Gallia. 

As foP Clodius Albinus, he was, according to 
Herodian, declared by Severn intorder to make 
him his Succeflbr, actually a Cafar. But whilft 
out of their Envy to one another, the one 
thought (corn of the other's Reign ; and that 
the Army in Gallia on the one hand would 
not endure Severus, nor the Army in Germmi 
m the other accept of Clodius Albmus, becaufs 
they were each for their own Prince; all 
hings in all Parts Went to confufioft. 

Clodius Albmus was of an Honourable Roman ex- 
ramily, although born of the Town of Ma- traEiioiu 
>omta in Africa. And being therefore ori- 
ginally an African, as well as Severus ; he»Was 
villing to apply himfelf to the Oracle of Del- 
hi, which we have before mentioned in the 
.ife of Vefcennius ftiger ; and which laid, Thai 
m African born fbould pojftfs tie Empire of the 
Vcrld. 

But before I (hall enter further into the Ac- 
aunt of his Life or Death, I think fit to take 
i here a Paffage, which is the thing of the 
Vorld that renders him the mod Noble. The 
Emperor Commodus had formerly written a 
Letter to him, in which he did him the Ho* 
pur, fo long ago, to cortftitute him a Cafar. 
Fhe Letter was this. 
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The Emperor COMMO&US to 

Clodius Alb'tms. 

Letter ef "D Efides the other Letters which I have fent ti 
Com mo- JQ you, relating to your Succejfor, and the pub- 
dm, offer- fo c j± Bufintfs \ this here ts, as you fee., all written 
'tbeTitZ Wit l> own Hand; a familiar and domefitci 
o/Gefcr, Letter ; in which, I give yen leave, when ever yen 
JhaB fee occafum, to go to the Army, and affume ti 
yourfelf before them the Name andguality ofCshr, 
For I hear, that Septimius Severus, and Nonius 
Marcus have given ill Accounts of me to thtir 
Soldiers, with defign, that they may by that meant, 
pave themselves a way to the Throne • fo wbei 
you do this, you {hall have free Power, of prefer 
ing the Soldiers with a Donative of three pew 
of Gold a Man. Accordingly, I have fent Letteri 
t» my Receivers, which will come to you fealii 
with the Seal ef an Amazon, that when JU 
have occafum for that Money, you are to delivir 
to the /aid Receivers thofe Letters, left othtr- 
wife the j may no: fcrve you in your demands if 
Money belonging to the Jreafury. And for font 
iUujhicus Mark of the Mojefty of a Prince, fir 
you to receive, you have the leave of' wearing t 
Cloak of Scarlet, even tn my pre fence ; ' the Purflt 
you Jhall have when you [hall come to vifit nit, 
or to be with me, but without its being enricU 
With Gold, becaufe my Great Grandfather 
Verus, w bo died young, ufed :t in this manntr, 
when Hadrian adopted him Caster. 
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But however, upon the receipt of this Let- 
ter, Clodiut Albinus would by no means offer 
to take upon him to do what Commodus had 
appointed him, becaufe he was afraid of the 
Odium that Commodus was in, by reafbn of his 
Manners, by which he ruined the State, and 
difhonoured it from day to day, killing the 
People with both Hands ; and becaufe he was 
afraid befides of being found fome time or o- 
ther in the number of thofe whom he fliould 
order to the fame Maflacre. In fine, his own 
Speech, which he made to his Army at the 
time that they fee him up to be Emperor, takes 
notice of this; and hkewife fliews, that his 
advancement to the Empire was what was con- 
firmed, or- at lead was once pretended to be 
confirmed by Severus himfelf, when he called 
him his Cafar and his Brother; the Speech was 
this. . 

My Fellow Soldien, 

TO {hew you that it m. contrary to mj own In- 
clination, that I am elevated to the Empire, 
you cannot have a better Argument of it than this ; 
that I contemn' J the offer of Commodus, when 
that Prince would have created me bis Ca*far. 
But 1 mup obey this day your WsU, and the WtU 
of the Emperor Severus. And I doubt not, but 
under fo Excellent and fo Valiant a Prince at be 
it, the State will be happily governed. 

Nor can it be denied, but that Severus did at 
firft intend, as Marius Maximui fays, if he had 
died earlv, to fubftitute P.efcenntus Niger, and 
T 3 Clodiut 
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CloJiui Albwut to be his Succeflbrs. But after- 
wards his own Sons growing up, whole For- 
tunes he had a defire to make, and envying 
Albinusthe lore which he had amongft the 
Senators, he changed thofe Sentiments, and 
oppreiTed_ both Alkinus and Niger by a War, 
upon which he was more efpecially urged by 
the Entreaties of his Wife. This befides he 
had done for Albinui. he made him a Conful, 
which if he had not believed him to be an ex- 
traordinary Perfon, without doubt he would 
never have done; fo very careful as he was, 
in the choice that he made of the publick Of- 
ficers of the Empire. 

But to return to the beginning of his Story. 
Clodiui AWmt was born, as I laid, at the Town 
of Mabtmeta; but yet that which made him 
Honourable in the Eyes of all who knew him, 
was, that he derived his Defcent from the 
Reman Family of the Pofibumii, and the Albim 
Cejcr.ii, which is at this day very Noble, and hath 
been much augmented by the Benefactions of 
your moft excellent Majefty,0 Conftantine; and 
there is reafon to believe, that your Majefty 
will augment it yet much more, as formerly 
it received a great encreafe from the Empe- 
rors GtUuMts and the Gordtani. He was born 
but to a very fmall Patrimony, of a Father, 
tvho was caikd Cc)<mus Pofibumiuf, and a Mo- 
ther called Aurtlu Mejjalint, to whom he was 
their firft Child. When he was taken from 
the Binh, jnllead of having according to the 
ufual manner of other Children newborn, his 
tidh red, he was extreme white, and was 
therefore 
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therefore called Albinus. And that this is true, 
appears by a Letter of his Father fent on pur- 
pole to natifie it to Baffiama, the -then 
Proconlul of Africa ; who, as the fame Let- 
ter fignifies, was a Relation of the Family of 
the Albini, as well as he. 



A LETTER of Cejonws (poftbu- 
■ mitts, to JElius Bajfiams. 

I Had a Son born upon the ytb. of the Calends 
of December, fo white all his Body over; 
be was whiter than the very Linen that be was 
received in. I have therefore given him the Name 
of Albinus, and have dedicated him to the Fa- 
mily of the Albini, which is common to me with 
you. I wifii you to love bim, and to continue, 
as you do, to love the State, yourfelf, and ns. 

He parted all his Infancy in Africa^ took 
his Greek and Latin Learning pretty well, but 
had a Martial Heart, and was of a haughty 
Difpofition by Nature. Amongft the little 
Boys of his Age, at School, he was often, they 
fay, finging that Verle of Virgil^ 

Arma amens capio, nec fat ratienis in armis, 

repeating, efpecially the firft.part of it, Arma 
aniens capo, that is, / am for being a Soldier 
rtgbt or wrong, and come what will. They fay, 
T 4 tha* 



*9o the Life of Vol. f. 

that feveral things happened after his Birth, 
Omens of which were fo many Omens of his future 
bit Ad- Greatnefs. And certainly the fame day there 
vance. W3S a £\,|f as white as Snow, with Horns 
mtnt ' upon his Head, of a deep purple ; which 
Horns were a long time afterwards to be feen 
in the Temple of ApcSo at the City of Cum*, 
where himfelf had beftowed them, when he 
was a Tribune. Enquiring at the fame Tem- 
ple one day of the Oracle about his Fortune, 
he was anfwered in thele Verfes of Virgil, 

Hie rem Romanam magna turbatte tumultu 
Stftet tques, fternet, Ycenoi GalUmnpn rebtUem, 

Accordingly, it is very true, as to what the 
latter Verfe fays of the Gauls, that Ckdim Al- 
bhtus did fubdue many Nations of .them. A- 
nother Omen was this ; whilft he was a little 
Infant, aFifher-man happened to take aTor- 
toifc which was of a very great bignels, and 
made a prefent of it to AlbinuSs Father; who 
being a Perfon of iome Learning, and look- 
ing upon it as a good Sign, accepted it, and or- 
dered the Shell of it to be kept, and fet apart 
for the u(e of his young Son to warn in ; be- 
caufe it was a peculiar Cuftom in the Imperial 
Family, for the young Princes to wafh in Shells 
of Tortoifes. It was a rare thing, to fee Ea- 
gles in that place, where Qloiius Albinus was 
born ; and yet upon the feventh Day after, 
which was appointed for the Solemnity of gi- 
ving him his Name, (even young Eagles were 
^aken out of a Netr, and brought to the C.de 
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of his Cradle; which his Father, not rejecting 
the good omen, ordered to be well kept, and 
that they mould take great care of therrt. 

Tbefe things therefore, and fuch others that 
occurred, were fo many aflured Prefages of his 
future Elevation ; which are more particularly 
purfued by v£Uus Cerdui ; to whom I muft 
refer the Reader, if he mail defire any fur- 
ther fatisfadtion. 

He betook himfelf to the Army early in 
his Youth ; and became known to the Em- 
perors the AntoninuJJes , by the means of. Lotliut 
Serenus, Babiut Matianus, and Cejmiut Tojibu' 
mianus, who were all related to him. He was 
fome time a Tribune of Dalmatian Horfe. Af- Hh Mik- 
ter that he commanded the Firft and Fourth taf y Pre " 
Legions. He kept the Army in Bitbyma t ftTmnt,m 
which next he Commanded, very well Jo their 
Duty, in the time of the Rebellion of Aviiiut 
Cajfius. The Emperor C«mmodus t ran fla ted 
him from thence into Gallia, where after 
having defeated fome Nations on the other 
fide of the Rhine, he gained himfelf a famous 
nime equally amongft the Romans, and a- 
mongft the Barbarians : infomuchthatit moved 
Cornmodus, to honour him the more, to offer 
him the Title of Cafar, with the leave to pre- 
fent the Soldiers with a Bounty upon it, and 
to wear a Cloak of Scarlet in his prefence. All. 
which he prudently, and with great fatisfa&ion 
declined, as if he fufpe&ed, that Commcdus's 
defign was only to find Perfbns, whom to in- 
volve in his own ruin, and whom to MaHaci s 
under fome fort of pretence. 
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He had not ferved in the Office of an jE- 
dile above ten days, before he was made a 
Quaeftor, and fent with precipitation to the 
Array; His Praetorfhip, which he pafled un- 
der the Reign of CtmmoJus, was very famous. 
For to the ufual Games, with which he enter- 
tained the People, Commodw himfelf added 
Fjghts, both upon the Theatre and Amphi- 
theatre. Then the Emperor Sevmu made 
him a Conful ; which was done about that 
time, that he propofed to have called him 
to his SuccefSon, in Conjun&ion with Fefcen- 
ntui Niger. 

He was advanced in years, and even older 
than Ttfcemim Niger, as Severn fays, when 
he was fet up to be Emperor. The Senate 
had a more than ordinary kindnefs for him, be- 
caufe t>f the Antiquity of his Family. There- 
fore Stverm having changed his firft Senti- 
ments^ to the Honour that he had intended to 
Ttfcenmm Niger and him, and refblving to 
orelerve the Empire to his own Ghildren, and 
having beaten and killed Vefctnmm, he in 
the next place fent the- following Letter to 
Clcdim Albmw, which I have met within 
Cor Jus, in thefe Words. 



The 
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The Emperor Seve'rus to Clodius M- 
b'mus y C*far, his rtioft beloved 
and deareft Brother, Greeting. 

PEfcennius Niger having been vanquijhed by 
my Arms > Ifent my Letters of it to Rome, 
which the Senate, who have the greateft Affeblion 
for you, received very agreeably. I defire you to 
■affift me in the Government of the State with the 
fame Spirit., by which you make your felf to be fo 
beloved \ being now become the Brother of -my 
Soul, and my ^Brother in the Empire. Baffianus 
and Geta, falute you. My Wife Julia falutesyou, 
and prefents her recommendations to her Sifter. 
Tray preferve the Army in their Duty to the 
State, and to Us, my Soul, my Deareft, mj en- 
tirely Beloved. 

Now the Perfons who were lent with this 
Letter by Severn, being fiich as had the great- 
eft Affection for his Service, lb that he knew ' 
he could confide in them ; he ordered them to 
delivered it to Clodius Albinus in Publick: but 
when they had done, they fliould (ay, that Treachery 
they defired privately to (peak to him about of'sevc- 
lome things, which were of the lecrets of the " ru »- 
Camp and the Court> And having taken him 
afide, as if it were only to dihver what they 
were charged with, five ftrong Meet of their 
Retinue, 
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Retinue , having Ponyards hid under their 
Robes, mould fall upon him and kill him. 
And certainly they did not betray the Confi- 
dence impofed in them; nor were wanting in 
their Endeavours to execute their Orders. For 
when they were come to /ilbivus, and had 
given him the Letter, which he Read, and had 
told him that they had fome other things 
in particular to. difcover to him, which .were 
to be fpoken more privately, he took them 
apart into a long Gallery ; but in the mean 
time they were fo over-careful that no other 
Perfons mould follow them, pretending as if it 
were out of a fear left their Meffage mould 
be difcovered, that Albinos began to (ufpeci 
fomething ; upon which he immediately caufed 
them to be feized, and put them to the Que- 
ftion. Who at firft denyed it ; but being at 
laft forced to yield to the violence of the Tor- 
ment, they confefled then all that Severut had 
given in Charge to them- Wherefore, Albi- 
nos being fatisfied in the juft lufpition that he 
had conceived, gathered together a great Ar- 
my, and put himfelf upon his March with 
them to rnake War againft' Stverus, and a- 
gainft his Commanders. 

In his firft Engagement which he had with 
the Lieutenants of Severut, Albmus had cer- 
tainly the better of it. After which Sever us 
went in Perfon againft him, having firft pre- 
vailed with the Senate to adjudge him an 
Enemy; They fought it very feverely on both 
fides, in Galli*, not without always a great va- 
riety of Fortune? infomuch that Stverus was 
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lb concerned at it, that he thought fit to con- 
sult the Opinion of the Augurs ; who anfwered 
him, as Marius Muximus fays, that Ciodius AU 
binus fhould indeed fall into his Power, . but it 
Should be neither living nor dead ; and it was 
fo. For when the laft Battel was fought, AU 
binus, after an infinite number of his Men 
were killed, a great many others put to flight, 
and others taken Prifbners, fledhimfelf ; and 
whether it was that he ftruck Mmfelf through 
the Body, or whether, as fome fay, one of his 
own Slaves, or fome of the Soldiers did it, de- 
manding fome acknowledgment from him 
of Severus, I cannoffay ; but he was brought* 
half alive, and half dead to Severus; which 
made good the Prediction. He left one Son, 
or as Aiaximus fays two ; to whom at the firft 
Semerus was pleafed to fhew favour ; but after* 
wards he ordered them and their Mother to be 
kill'd, and their Bodies to be thrown into the Ri- 
ver. The Head of Albinus was cutoff, and carri- 
ed about upon a Javelin, and then fent to Rome ; 
accompanied with Letters to the Senate, where- 
in Severus infulted them for the AfFectioawhich 
thsy had a long time born to Albinus, and for 
the Honours and Kindnefles that they had 
fhewn to his Brother and his Relations : but e- 
fpecially his Brother. His Body was expofcd in 
its Gore for feveral days before the Tent of 
Severus, till it flunk, and then it was torn into 
pieces by Dogs, and thrown into the River. 

As for the Manners of Cledtsts Albinus, they tf- lt j- em _ 
are reprelented varioufly. Severus fays, he was per and 
deformed with Vices; Malicious, Lewd, Wick- Manners.- 
ed, 
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ed, Di/honeft, Envious, and Luxurious. But 
it is to be obferved, that it was in the time of 
the War with him, or after, that he (peaks fb 
ill of him, which makes it the lels to be be- 
lieved. Becaufe before, he frequently fent 
Letters to him as his particular Friend, and 
certainly many People had a much better Opi- 
nion than that of him. Befides, thatSrwrw* 
himfel£ had once called him his Cafar, and 
had fet him the firft before his Eyes for his Suc- 
ceflbr. There are alfb fome Letters of the 
Antoninui Emperor Marcus Antoninus concerning^him, 
th good w hich give a great Teftimony of his Virtues 
°J*T m and Manners. One of which, written to the 
v m ' Captains of the Guards,' it will not be impro- 
per, I think, to infert here. 



'Marcus Jurel'ms Antoninus , to the 
Captains of the Guards, Greeting, 

I Have committed two Cohorts to the Command 
of Albinus, of the Family of the Gejonii {' 
be is an African born, it is true\ but be bath not 
many things in bim of that Country, and be is the 
Son-in Law of Plautillus. A Man of Experi- 
ence, of a fertous Life, and Grave in bis Man- 
ners. I think be will do good in the Camp. I am 
Jure he will do no hurt. I have doubled bis Sa- 
lary, and quadrupled bis other Allowances : Do 
you encourage htm to fgnalize bit Services; 
and ajjure him he (haS be rewarded as be deferves* 

Anothe? 



ifol. I. Glodius Albinos. 



Another Letter, which the fame 
Prince writ in the time of Avidius 
Coffins concerning him, is this. 

TH E Fidelity of Albinus is to be commended S 
who when the Forces in Bithynia were upon 
the Revolt, and upon flying over to Avidius Gaf 
fius, {as certainly they had all done, if he bad 
not been with them) was very careful in pre- 
ferring them in their Duty. We think therefore 
that fie deferves * Conful[hip. I JhaB accordingly fub- 
ftitute him in the place of Caffius Papirius, who 
1 am told is fo fick, that there is no appearance of 
bit "Recovery \ But I would not have you to take 
notice of it, before he is dead ; left it may come 
to the Ears either of Papirius himfelf , or bis 
Friends ; which would not look ft well. 

Thefe two Letters therefore make it appear 
that Clodiui Albtmu was an ufeful PerVon. 
And certainly his fending of Money towards 
the reiteration of thofe Cities, which had been 
laid wafte by Pefcermius Niger, is another great 
Argument of a Publick Spirit, and what had 
gained him Friends amongft the Inhabitants 
there. cs£li*s Cordus, pretends at the fame 
time to lay, that he was fuch a Glutton, that 
particularly he would eat more Fruit at at 
time, than it is poffible to imagine. He fays, 
that 
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that he has eaten, at a Breakfaft five hundred 
Figs, one hundred Peaches, ten Melons, 
twenty Bunches of Grapes, a hundred of the 
little Birds called Bucaficos or Fig- Peckers, and 
four hundred Oifters. But yet he fays that he 
drank but little; in which £ewr«/does not a- 
gree with him : for he tells us that he drank 
to excels, even in the time of the War. And 
whether it was becaufe of this his great drink- 
ing, which Scverm charges him with ; or be- 
cause of his Morofenefs of Humour, it is faid, 
he never lived well with his Family : but was 
Tery difagreeable to his Wife, and unjuft to 
his Servants ; as well as hard upon the Sol- 
diers. As to which latter, he many times 
crucified Centurions, when there hath been 
as good as no occafion given for' it. He beat 
others often with Rods, and pardoned not 
the leaf! fault. He was .proper in his Cloaths, 
and as improper in his Repafts ; in which he 
minded nothing but Abundance. He was a 
great lover of a Miftrefs, but not at all of a 
Bardaccio ; being fo far from that, that he 
feverely punHhed it upon fuch as were. He 
was perfectly well skilled in Agriculture ; in- 
fbrouch that he writ a Book of Georgicki. 

He was as much beloved by . the Senate as 
any Prince ever was but the great occafion 
of it was, their mortal hatred to Severn* which 
they had againft him upon the account of his 
Cruelty. Therefore as many of them,as either 
were, or fuch as were but fufpe#ed to have 
been of Albmm\ fide, he put to death after 
the Victory. He ordered the Letters of Mi- 
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nut to be fearched, to difcover his Cofrefpon- 

dents : and all that he found whatever, he firft 

caufed them to be declared Enemies by the 

Senate; then put them without mercy to 

death, and Confifcated their Eftates into the' 

Treafury. 

There is a Letter, which he writ ,to the 
Senate, that fliews his very Soul, as to thefe 
things ; a Copy whereof is as follows. 

C^yiN any thing oblige me more, Father t of 
J the Senate, than to hear that Albinus 
(hould have pur good Opinions , father than Se- 
verus. Wttb great care I have furnished the 
State with Corn, and have maintained fevtral 
Wan fat the State, and bavt fupplied the Pttple 
of Rome with more Oil than the World fcarct 
ever beheld t and by my overcoming Pefcennius 
Niger / have delivered you from the miferies of 
a Tyranny. Indeed you have made on your part 
a great return to me for all this. For here's a 
'Man, who is not only an African as my Jelf 
but ene of the poor Town of Mahometa, and 
only becaufe be pretends to derive ba blood from 
the Roman Cejonii, 70a bave extolled bim fo 
far, that ygu would bavt bim to be your Emperor, 
wbilft as yet I am upon the Throne, and my felf 
and my Children are in fafety. Wat the noble Se- 
nate at a lofs I pray, for a Prince whom you 
ought to love, and who loves you ? Becaufe from 
this Man jou hope perhaps to be made Confuls, 
U be made Prmors, and what nit, therefore you 
U hart 
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have for your betttr Interefls in him conferred 
Honours upon his Brother. Which is not to make 
that return to me, at was formerly done by your 
Anctfttrs againft the Faciion of Pifo ; nor as it 
•was lately done to the Emperor Marcus Antoni- 
nus againft the RebeUsan of Avidius Caflius. But 
yen bavt preferred a Man u> me, who is a de- 
ceiver, who tells you nothing but lies, and does but 
impofe upon you in the matter of bis Nobility. Sta- 
tilms Corfulenus undoubtedly mujl be heard by 
the Senate to his Motion, that they would pleafe to 
decree form Honours to Albinus, and to his Bro- 
ther. In the mean tsme I jhould think, that that 
Noble Perfon had forgot himfelf, that he did not 
decree a Triumph for me in my turn. It troubles 
me more than all, that fo many atnongft you Jhould 
think that Albinus ts to be commended for a Man 
of Letters, who /pent all his time in Apuleius, 
and thofe Ludicrous Pieces, which are no better 
than fame Duties of the old Wives. 

By this it is to be feen how eager Stverus 
was, and how he always blamed the Fa&ions 
both of Pefcennius Niger, and of Clodius Albi- 
nus ; of all which, lfany one deflres a more 
particular account, let him read Marius Max's- 
mus for the Writers in the Latin Tongue, and 
Herodian for the Greek, who have delivered a 
grear many things very faithfully. 

Clodius Albinus was Tall, his Hair naturally 
Curling, full Vi/aged, but withal fo wonder- 
fully fair and clear in Complexion, that moft 
thought he took the the name of White, that is, 
• Albinus 
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Albinus, from nothing elfe. He had an Ef- 
feminate Voice, as thrill almoft as an Eunuchs. 
He had an eafie meen; but yet he was ill to 
be angred, and worfe to be oppofed. He was 
changeable in his Luxury ; for many times he 
would Drink, and many times again Ah/rain. 
He was perfec*ly brave for Arms ; one may,not 
improperly, call him the Catilme of his time. 
As for what remains, it will not, I think, be 
amus to mew how it was that he gain'd him- fyafin of 
/elf fa much of the love of the Senate, ha Popu- 
Whilft he Commanded the Army in Great lar,t >- 
Britain by the orders of Commtdus, a Report 
came, but yet it was falfe at that time, that 
that Prince was killed ; upon which occafion 
he came to the Head of the Army, and Ha- 
rangued them thus. 

If the Senate, and the People of Rome had 
evermore retained their ant tent Empire; and that 
a State fa great had never been fubmttted to the 
power of a fingle Perfon, there bad been no Vi- 
tellius, no Nero, no Domitian, to have fallen 
by the Stroke of an Ajfafme. And then it wai 
during the time of the Confular Government, that 
thoft t Families flourifbed, of the Cejonil, the A!- 
bini, and the Pofthumii : of whom your Father i 
have many things to fay, which they have heard 
from their Grandfathers before them. Certainly 
it wot the Senate that annexed Africa to the Ro- 
man Empire. The Senate fubdued Gallia and 
Spain. The Senate gave Laws to the Provinces 
of tht Eaji. Tht Senate had often attempted the 
U * Parthians^ 
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Parthians, and had reduced tbtm, if fa Covetous 
a General as Crafius, had not thin been at the 
Head of the Roman Army. It was when Gae- 
far "was a Senator, that be conquered Great Bri- 
tain : at Uajl he had not been declared Dictator 
then. And bow much better bad it been for Corn- 
modus btmfelf, if he bad flood in fear of the Se- 
nate. Their Authority held good, as far as to 
the times of Nero; being not afraid to Condemn 
that fordid and imfure Prince, nor to pronounce 
their Judgments agamft him, though he then had 
the fuB Power of Life and Death in hit bands. 
Wherefore, my Fellow Soldiers, 1 for my part, 
who have had the Tttlo of Caefar tonferred up- 
on me bf Commodus, renounce that preten- 
fion, and the Gods grant that others may do fo 
to*. Let the Senate Reign, and difiribute the 
Provinces. Let the Senate make us Confult : or 
why do I fay the Senate ? Let your femes, and 
jour Fathers. For your fehes wiB alfo bt Se- 
nators. 

This Speech was brought to Rome, whilft 
Commodus was yet Jiving ; who was fo moved 
by it againft the Author , that he prefently 
lent .to turn him out, and gave his Place to 
Junius Severms, who was one of his Guards. 
However the Senate was pleafed with the 
Speech, and as well before as after Commodus 
was killed, they honoured Albinos in his ab- 
fence with extraordinary Acclamations ; io 
that fome of them advifed Pcninax, to take 
him for his Colleague in the Empire '• in 
whole 
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whofe fudden Fall afterwards th« Authority 
of this Perfon was very confiderable ; being 
provoked to it by a turn of Affairs, for the un- 
derftanding of which I /hall add a Letter of 
Commodut to his Captains of the Guards, 
wherein he fignifies his mind as to the killing 
of Clodiut Albinus, thus. 



Aurtlius Cwnmodusy to the Captains 
of his Guards, Greeting, 

ISuppofe you have beard, How that fir fi of all 
it was fret ended, that I by the Confpiracy of 
thofe about me wot killed ; and then that Clo- 
dius Albinus made an Harangue to my Soldiers 
upon that occafion, in which be recommends bim- 
felf mightily to the Senate, not without a de- 
fign thereby, at I fuppofe, of advancing bimfelf 
to the Empire. For be that is againft the Go- 
vernment of the Empire by one Prince, and fays 
that it ought wholly to be Governed by tbe Se- 
nate, leeks but to get tbe Empire to bimfelf 
through tbe favour of tbe Senate. Look to 
him therefore very ftrtftly. For this {hews be 
is a Man to be avoided as Death ; and fo are 
all fucb who carry on deygni to your pre- 
judice. 

Now Pertinax, who was advifed to chufe 
Albinus for his Partner in the Empire, and did 
not do (o, falling upon this Letter, publi(he4 
U 5 tc 
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it to bring an OJium upon the Perfon that he 
had thought fit to refiife. In revenge where- 
of Albtnui [it Co clofe upon his Skirts, that 
he was the Author of the defign againft the 
life of tertmax, in favour of the Succeffion 
of Didiui Julimus. 
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EMPEROR 

TZafftamts Antoninus Caracallus. 



By^L'IUS SPARTIANUS. 



THE Emperor Septimius Severn left two 
Sons, Bafianus and Geta. The firft 
and eldeft had the name giren him 
of Baffiawii Antoninus, arid was Cre- 
ated a Cafar by his Father; the other had the 
name giren him of Geta Antoninus, and was 
declared a Cafar by the Army. The firft 
fucceeded to enjoy the Throne ; the other was 
quickly adjudged an Enemy, and murdered 
by his Brother : concerning whole Ance- 
ftors I think it in vain to make any repeti- 
tion here, becaufe I have laid enough upon 
that Head, in the account of the Life of their 
Father. U 4 Ba£h 
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His Chi- Bofiianw Antoninus was when he was a youth 
' r«8tr and under the Tutelage of his Parents, endear- 
irixn 4 i n g 5 ingenious, dutiful to them, obliging to allo- 
Toutb. tnerjj acceptable to the People, and to the 
Senate, and ready to offer at any thing to ingra- 
tiate himfelf. He was not flow at his Learning. 
He was not fpanng of his Bounty. He was not 
negligent in giving Marks or his Clemgncy. If 
he was prefent, whenever any condemned Per- 
fons were thrown to the Beafts, he either wept, 
or turned away his Eyes from the Sight, "which 
was an extraordinary pleafing thing to the Peo- 
ple. When he was a Boy of [even Years old, 
and law another Boy who was his Playfellow 
beaten feverely for making profeffion of the 
Chriftian Religion, he was a long-time out of 
humour both with his own, and with the Boy's 
Father, and all fuch as were the occafion of 
the Boy's beating. He obtained that the Cities 
or Amiccb and Conflantincfle mould be reftored 
to their antient Rights, by his mterpofition in 
their behalf with his Father, under whofe 
cifpieafure they had fain, for aflifting in the 
Rebellion of Tefcennius JNiger. He conceived 
a' hatred agamft PJautianuf, becaufe of his 
Cruelty. If his Parents had prefented him 
with things, as is ufual to do, about theFeafts 
of Saturn, he gave them away again of him- 
felf to either his Mafters or his Servants. All 
which good Qualities made up his Carriage, 
when a Youth. 
jrJtr'un But afterwards, as he grew more a Man, 
* Mir. whether it was by the (uggeftions of his Father, 
or whether he did it of his own head, becaufe 
be 
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he thought to equalize himielf with Alexander 
the Great, of Macedonia, he turned very re* 
lerved and grave, and afBafted fueh a nerce- 
nefs\in his Countenance, that many who 
knew him a Boy, could fcarce believe him 
to be the fame Perfon. He had always Alex- 
ander the Great in his Mouth. He was often 
in publick Company praifing Ttberjut and SyUa. 
He was prouder than his Father, who was one 
that was high enough, and he defpifed his Bro- 
ther Get a, becaufe of his great Moqeftyt Where- 
fore after the Death, of his Father, he came to 
the Camp of the Guards, and complained that 
Get a had been in a Con (piracy againft him, 
for which he had caufed him to be put to death Pun his 
in the Palace, and his Body to be immediate- Br ' ther , 
ly burnt. He told them particularly, that he " de 
had dedgned to poyfon htm, and that he had 
been undutiful alio to his Mother ; concluding, 
that to engage them to be the more faithful 
to himielf, he prefented them with a Bounty. 
There was another encampment at this time, 
near the City of Albano, where the Murder of 
Gera was highly refented ; all the Soldiers lay- 
ing, that as it was to both the Sons of Severn 
equally, that they promifed Fidelity, to they 
ought to keep to them both, relufing to open 
their Gates; fo that Baffianm was a long time 
in getting entrance to them, nor could he 
tool them at laft, but with the fined words 
and promiles of what a prodigious Bounty he 
would give them, as this way leidom fails of 
quieting the Heats of Soldiers. From thence 
he returned to Rome, where he came to che 
Senate 
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Senate in * Gtarafe under his Robes, and his 
Soldiers in Arms guarding him, whom he 
placed in Fifes in the middle betwixt the Seats, 
and made his Speech ; in which he much com- 
phoned of the eril defigns of his Brother againft 
Jus Life, to whom he laid, to charge his Me- 
mory, and excufe hirafelf, he had been fo kind, 
and that he had denied him nothing, and had 
delivered him from the dangers that he had 
been in ; bat inftead of having a due Settfe 
of thefe Favours, he had attempted his 
Life, and had not anfwered his good Inten- 
tions. Bat yet he uttered all this conrafedly, 
and with fuch an ill Grace, that the Senate did 
not very well accept what he faid.. 

After tins Speech, he declared, that it was 
hb pleafure to reftore all that were in exile 
to the Liberties of their Country again ; and 
then from the Senate he return'd to the Guards, 
and lay in the Camp. The next day he came 
to the Capitol ; from the Capitol he repair *d 
to the Palace-Royal, fupporred by ?*fmian 
and ClnU. In the mean time, thofe that he 
had a deiign to murder, he befpoke himielf the 
moft kindly to; He had obferved the Mother 
of Gtt0, with other Women, weeping bitter- 
ly, and had it not been that he was retrain- 
ed with the Seme, that it would make the 
Cruelty of his Brother's Murder look much 
worle, he was for putting them all to Death." 
He fent Poyfon to Lam, and obliged him 
to take it j who, as he was the firft of thofe 
that had perluaded him to the Murder of Geta, 
was the hrft that fell a Sacrifice to his Ghoft. 

He 
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He afterwards often pretended to lament Geta's 
Death, and killed feveral that had been privy 
to it, and honoured his Memory and his Image. 
He had fent a Prefent to one, that was his 
Coufin German, an African by Nation, but 
the day before that he ordered him to killed ; 
who throwing himfelf down from a Window 
to efcape his Perfecutors, broke his Leg, but 
yet had crept to his Wife, where they took 
him, and afterwards made a very fpoft bP kil- 
ling him. He put to death Pontpeianus, the His many 
Grandfon of the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, Cruelties. 
and the Son of that Pompeianus, to whom 
L*ciBa married, after the Death of the Empe- 
ror Verus, who had made him a Gonful twice, 
and had intrufted him with the Command of 
his Armies in all his Wars. The way which 
he took to do this Murder, was, he ordered 
him to be fee upon as it were by Thieves. 

Pacinian was executed in h\$ prefence by the 
Soldiers, with an Axe; and after it was done, 
he faid to the Murderer, Teu ought according 
to my Order, to have done it with a Sword. 
Vetronius was killed by his Command before the 
Temple of Antoninus Pius, and both the Bo- 
dies of the one and the other were dragged 
about the Streets, without any regard rdhu- 
manity. He put to death the Son of Papinian, 
who but three days before had treated the City 
with a magnificent Shew, upon his entrance * 
into the Office of a Queftor. An infinite 
Number of others were killed upon the fame 
days, who had favoured the fide of Gaa. The 
Servants that had waited upon him. In all 
places, 
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places, and in the very Baths, were there Maf- 
iacres committed upon fome as they were at 
their Suppers ; amongft whom was Sammoni- 
cus Stverus, who is known by his many Learn- 
ed Books. Chili who was twice Captain of 
the Guards and Cohful, was in the greateft 
danger, for only having ad vifed the two Bro- 
thers to an agreement with one another. For 
the Soldiers had ftript him, and were hurrying 
him away to the Execution when further Or- 
ders came to fpare him. He put to death 
Htlvitu Pertinax, for no other reafon, but be- 
caufe he was the Son of an Emperor. He ne- 
ver ceafed to kill, upon fome occafionor other, 
thofe who had been his Brother's Friends. He 
frequently and proudly inveighed both againft 
the Senate and the People, not forbearing to 
value himfelf one day, becaufe he was another 
SjBa. 

Then he went into G«ft«, whither he was 
no fooner come, than he put to death the Pro- 
conful of the Narktnnoife. He made fuch a 
havock, and fuch a confufion amongft the Ma- 
giftrates of this Province, that he was as much 
hated, as the moft outragious Tyrant ever was. 
Sometimes neverthelefs he would difguife his 
fanguinary and cruel Nature, and pretend 
to be gracious. He did a great many things 
here againft the Rights of the Country, and 
the People. And then he was taken with a 
* great ficknefs, and yet he was afterwards very 
Cruel to thofe, who even recovered him. Next 
tiL Ex ^ prepared himfelf for an Expedition into 

tidbit*. d>« W and fo c*™ 6 int0 D * cia > He flew 

great 
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great Numbers of the Barbarians about the 
Country of Rbaua, encouraging on his Sol* 
diersj and gratifying them with his Bounty, 
as if they were the Soldiers of a SjUa. He 
differed not himfelf to be called indeed by the 
Name of any God, as Commodus was, whom 
they called a Herculei, becaufe of his killing 
a Lyon, and other Wild Beads. But having 
received a Victory over the Germans, he called 
himfelf Germanic**, without any regard to the 
nearnefs of that Name to Germanm, that is, his 
own Brother whom he had killed. And had 
he, he laid, overcome the Lucani, he would 
have been called Lucanicut, although it is a 
word which in another Senfe, fignifies an A- 
&ion of Dishonour. He put to death fuch as 
bad but made Water in .the place, where ftand 
the Statues or the Images of the Emperor ; or 
had taken off the Crowns from the Heads of 
any Images to place them elfewhere, or ufed 
Amulets about their Necks, for Charms a- 
gainft Quartan and Tertian Agues. He took 
his way by Tbrace, in company with the 
Captain of the Guards; and thence eroding 
the Sea into Afia, his Sail-yard broke, and he 
was in danger to be wreck;, had he not got- 
ten into the Pinnace, and fo was taken into 
a flout Veflel, where the Admiral was that , 
convoy'd him. He often with his Sword in His 
hand, hath ftood a Combate with Wild-Boars. Strength. 
Once he fought a Lyon, of which he gloried 
much iii his Letters, which he fent to his Friends, 
and boafted, that he was arrived to the Power 
of Htrcults. 

Comitag 
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Commg into Ajta, he applied hunfjsdf to the 
matter of the War with the Armenians and Par- 
thuuu, in which he appointed a General to com- 
mand, who was of the fame Kidney with him- 
Hit B47-. felf. He went to Altxandria, where afiW 
bdritiesin bling the People together in the Schools, he 
Egypt. nude a iharp Speech to them, and Commanded 
a draught of theftouteft Men to be made out 
of them for Recruits, as be pretended, for his 
Forces. But when this was done, he put 
them all to the Sword, after the Example of 
Tula*} Eutrgetes, the Eighth of that Name, 
King of E&pt, who had praAiied ebe like Bar- 
barity. At the fame time, upon a hgnal given 
to his Soldiers, they fell every one upon his 
own Hoft and murdered him, and committed 
a vafi daughter throughout the City of Alt*- 
tndrui. Afterwards he marched agajnft the 
Fsrtiunu, by the Borders of the People called 
Cadufii , and the Country of Babjlm ; and 
coming to a tumultuary Engagement with 
them, he let loofe amongft them Wild Beafts ; 
after which he lent his Difpatches about it to 
the Senate, to the end, to obtain the Tide of 
Conqueror of the Partbumj, as if he had got- 
ten never Co great a Vi&ory. He was pre- 
paring himfelf for another Campaign, when 
going from the City of Rites in Mtfofotamta, 
where he wintered, to Htrtn or C£#r<*, to af- 
file at the Worfhip of the Moon, and by the 
way, alighting from his Horfe to make Water, 
be was ftabbed the fame moment Upon the 
Eighth of the Ides of April, being his Birth- 
Day, and the Feftival of Cjhlc, by a Con- 
fpiracy 
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fpiycy, which was laid for the purpofe by 
Macrtnm the Captain of the Guards, who in- 
vaded the Empire after him. Thole who were 
privy to the lame befides, were Nemtfiamtt, 
and his Brother Apdinarts, and, B-bat tarns who 
commanded the fecond Legion ; nor was the 
defign unknown to Martins Jlgrifp* the Ad- 
miral, nor to a great many other principal Of- 
ficers, who had been brought into it by the in- 
ftigation, efpecially, of one Martial a Centu- 
rion. 

He was killed in the midway, betwixt the 
Cities of Rhea and Herat, where he had an 
occalion to alight, as I laid, from his Horfe. 
The Guards were of the number of the Gon- 
fpirators; and lb as the Quirry lifted him up 
to his Horfe. again, he ftruck him into the 
Body with a Dagger. 

Now concerning the Death of ? opinio*, J Papinian'/ 
know very well, that it is variaufly reprefented Death. 
by a great many, as if they did not know the 
real caufe^t. However, I think fit to pub- 
lifh what to me leems to be the Truth, ra- 
ther than I will be filent upon the Murder of 
la great a Perfoo. Popittian, itJs laid* was one 
in very great Favour with the Empeior Sefti- 
mm Stverus, to. whom, fome add, that he was 
Ibmewhat akin by his (econd Wife. There- 
fore Severm had recommended unto him the 
Care of his two Sons, whom accordingly he 
exhorted to a good Agreement with one ano- 
ther, and lb interpoledagainft the Murder of 
Gtta. But for this, he, together with the reft 
who were Favourers of Get*, was killed by the 
exprefs 
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etprels Order of BaJJionus, who, as fome for. 
ther add, had defired Papiman to extenuate foi 
ffim,- to the Senate and the People the death 
of Geta. But Papiman anfwered, "that it wot 
not Jo eafie to excufe a Murder, as it was to 
commit it. They (ay alio that Papinian did de- 
cline to dictate the Speech, in which Bajfianm 
was to inveigh againft his Brother, to the end, 
to render his own Caufe the better in killing 
him ; and that Papinian faid, that, to accufe the 
Innocent, who had been murdered, was in 
the nature of another Murder. But all this 
however, does not very well agree. Becaule 
it was not for the Captain of the Guards to 
form the Emperor's Speeches ; and then it is 
certain that Papiman was for no other reafon 
killed, but as he was a Fautor of Geta. As 
the Soldiers were hurrying him away to his 
Execution, he faid, That be [hould be very im- 
pudent, who wot the Captain of the Guards 
after bim, if be did not [everelj revenre tie 
Cruelty that was jbewn to bit place. Which was 
afterwards done. For Macrinus his Succeflbr, 
was the Author of the Death of Baflia*ut t and 
was afterwards himfelf made Emperor in the 
Camp; whole SonDiadamenus, was immediate- 
ly new named Antoninus Diadumenut, to gra- 
tify the Soldiers, becaufe the name of an Anto- 
ninus was fo dear to them. 

Bajfianm Antoninus Car ac alius lived Forty 
Three Years, and reigned Six. He was No- 
bly buried, and left a Son, who was after- 
wards called Varius Antoninus Htlitgabalus ; 
the dear Name of Antoninus being fo /ixt in the 
Hearts 
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Hearts of Men, that it was no more to be re- 
moved, than that of Auguftus from the Perfon 
of the Emperor. He was a Prince of ill man- 
ners, and crueller th^n his too cruel Father 
He eat and drank freely, but Was hated by his 
Servants, and by all the Men of the Sword, 
only the Guards. The Works which he left His pub. 
behind him at Rome were, the famous Baths lie Work?: 
of his own Name, in which there is one Room 
fo Curious, that the Archite&s fay, it is alto- 
gether inimitable He left alfb a Portico of 
the Name of his Father, reprefenting the prin- 
cipal Aelions of his Father's Life, with his 
Wars and Triumphs. He received the Name 
of Caracallm from a Garment fo called, which 
he firft brought up and gave to the People 
of Rome for a Bounty. He repaired the Via 
Nova, which is below his Baths, fb "well, that 
you Will fcarce find a Street in Rome, that is 
fairer than it. He ereelijd ftately Temples in 
all places to the Honour of the Goddefs lfi> t 
whofe Sacrifices he celebrated with much 
greater Reverence than ever had been ufed 
before at Rome' His Body was interred in the 
Sepulchre of the Antmimus, that the fame 
place fhould receive his Ueliques, which had 
given him that Name. 

It is now fit that I fhould relate how it is faid 
that he came to marry his Mother- in- Law, 
Julia fhe Was veiy handfome, and asfhehap- 
pen'd one day in negligence, to difcovej- her. 
Body a little naked ; Ab, Madam, faid he to' 
her, I would, if I might. Sir, laid fhe again, 
If jou fleafe y yeu can ; you are an Emperor* and 
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to give Laws to all the World, and net tait 
them frem **}. He no fooner had under- 
flood the fiaife of thofe Words, but his un- 
bridled Paffion led him to refolve upon the 
accomplimment of the Crime^ and io he real- 
Bis in- ]y celebrated thofe Nuptials with her, which 
ccjhuui werc j„ gffoa the fame, as to take to Wifo his 
own Mother, and to add Inceft with his Mo- 
ther, to the Murder of his Brother. It will 
not be improper here to remark a very picquant 
thing, which was faid of him. As he had a- 
fcribed to himfelf the Titles in his ftile of 
Gtrnumicuit Partbicm, Arabicus y and Aleman- 
mcus, becaufe of his Conquefis over the Ger- 
mans, and thofe other Nations ; Hdvwi Per- 
tinax, the Son of the Emperor Ptrtinax, {rai- 
ling faid, Hm Majtftf might be pleafed y add 
Geticus Maximus : In which word Gtfic*s,there 
is an equivocation, with a double relation to 
Geta his Brother, whom he had killed ; and 
with relation to the G'otbs, called Geta, whom 
he had overcome in dome running Fights, in 
his panage into the Etfi. 

The Death of Geta was prognosticated by 
fsveral Prodigies, as we mail fhew by and by 
in his own Life, which follows. In the mean 
rime we ihall only obferve farther, that for- 
merly, when the Army had propoled Baflmut 
AntcKtnui to march at the Head of them, in the 
place of Stverus his Fa ther, who was fo fick of 
the Qout, that he could not well follow the 
War; Severus was th?,n for putting to death this 
his Son Bafianus, if the Captains of the Guards 
had -not orer-perfuaded him againft it. On 



Veil. f. Emperor Anton. Baffian. Caracallus. 
the contrary, others fay, that the Captains of 
the Guards were for .pujiilhing B<$*ms with 
Tfeuhj hit ibat hi? Father was agalnfl: it ; be- 
caufe he was not willing, that the fooliih Rafh- 
nefs of a young Man ihouM be relented (b fe- 
verely, as for his own Father to kill him, when 
the Soldiers rather were the great occasions of 
the Crime. However it is, this rnoft cruel 
Prince Baflianus Antonintu Caracallus., who in 
a word was a Parricide, Inceftuous, an Enemy 
of his Father, Mother, and Brother, was yet by 
Matrimt that killed him, out of fear of the 
Soldiers, and efpecially tfaoje of- the Guards, 
after his Death made a God. A Temple was 
given him, and an Order of Priefts appointed 
to ferve him. Even jthe Temple of FaufH»a % 
buijtby M*rw Antonintu at fch^ijoot of the 
Mountain Tairw, was re-dedicated to him ; 
and his Son Antminm Hilftgahalus, tranflated 
the fame again afterwards, to -either Jupiter 
Sjriuf, or the Sun, or himfeif, bur to which of 
the Three, I cannot very well affert. 
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Dedicated to the 

EMPEROR 

Gmftantine the Great 

I Am fenfible, Sir, that your Majefty, with 
many ochers, may perhaps admire, why 
1 do take in here the Life ofGsta Antminm. 
For indeed, I muft confefs that there is not 
much to be faid of him, becaufe he was cift 
out of the World, as foon almoft as he came 
upon 
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upon the Throne as a Partner with his Brother, 
however I fhall obferve, that he had the 
name of Antoninus given him, nole/s than his 
Brother, by the Order of the Emperor Stve- 
rns> his Father ; and the reafbn of it, which I 
ftiall premife, before I proceed further, was 
this. His Father lbmetime, had had a Dream, - 
that he mould be fucceeded by an Antoninus. <f 
Upon which he immediately went to his Sol- Na 
diers, and at the head of them gave his eldeft 
Son Baffisnus, the name of Marcus Aurtlius 
Antoninus Bajfmnus. And when he had done 
this, whether it was out of his Paternal Afre- 
Soon unto Geta, or whether it was that Julia 
his Wife, who knew the Dream, had put him 
upon it, becaufe Gtta mould not be altoge- 
ther precluded Accefs to the Empire, he or- 
dered that he alfo mould be called by the 
name of Antoninus Geta: and always in his fa* 
miliar Letters, which he writ afterwards in his 
abfence to his Friends, he (aid of them both 
equally, Salute from me my Antoninuiles, my 
Sons, and my SucceJJors. But yet however all 
this Caution of neither the Father, nor the 
Mother availed any thing. For only the elder 
pouefled the Empire , who was the firft 
honoured with the name Antoninus. 

His other name of Gtta was what he had 
from either his Father's Brother, or from his 
Grandfather, whofe names were Gtta. 1 here 
were yet other reafons for the addition of that 
name of Antoninus, to this of Gtta. Sevtrus 
would have had it to be a Rule, that all Princej 
in the time to come mould be Entitled Antonini^ 
X 3 in 
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in the kmc manner as they are Aqpjlii Which 
was the effed: of his great love to the Em? 
peror Marcus Antanmms, whofe Son he was 
plealed to call himfelf, and whofe Wifdom 
and the Precepts of his Philofophy he always 
endeavoured to imitate. And not only the 
effea of his love to tharPrincci who was ah 
Antomam but by Adoption, but of his Love 
and Honour alio to Antenxma' Pirn the Suc- 
ceflour of Hadrian ; by reafon, chat it was 
Antonmtu Ftm, who had preferred him from a 
Prafticer in the Law to be the Bkeftr ef the 
Exchequer i which was a happy Rife to him, 
and which had opened him. the way to thole 
great Advantages, that afterwards he came to 
attain unto : who thought therefore, that ha 
could not borrow a name from any Prince 
better, than from one whofe Reign had been 
fo happy; nor a name more honourable 
than that, that had already ran through four 
Emperors. Being skilful In the Do&rine of 
Aftrology, as many of the Africans generally 
are, be laid one day, becaufebeknew the Na- 
tivity of Geta ; I admire, dear juvenilis, (who 
was the Captain of the Guards to him) to 
think, that my Geta (ht£ bt a Gttd, in vkofe 
Nativity 1 fee nothing to make him an Em- 
ferer. Nor did his skill at all deceive him ; for 
after Geta had been killed by his Brother, and 
his Brother apprehended that he had drawn 
upon himfelf the hatred of a Tyrant by the 
Crime, he underftanding that ic would bs 
fwestned if J>e did but declare Geta a God, 
cried, SitDtvus dum net fit Vtvnt j Let bimbc 
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a God, fo be is not an Emperor • and fo he Con- 
fecrated him ; by which the Murderer in feme 
mea&re retrieved to himfelf'the good Grace of 
the People again. 

Geta Antoninus, was born at the City of Ml- 
ion, under the Confulfhips of Sevens and Vi- 
tetltui, upon the fixth c£ the Calends of June. 
His Mother was Julia ; who was Several's fe- 
cond Wife, being her. whom he had chofento 
Marry, becaufe he had heard, that {he had it Good and 
in her Nativity to be the Wife of a King ; J>ad O- 
though himfelf was at that time a private Per- menu 
fbn, only in a good Employment in the Scare. 
As foon as he was born, it was told by one 
that a Hen had laid an Egg in the Houfe, 
which was of a Purple colour. So the Egg 
Was brought up; but Baffianus taking it in his 
hands and letting it fall, like a Child, to the 
Ground, that it brake, Julia faid to him 
laughing, Tou wicked Villain, you have killed * 
your Brother. Severui took more notice of 
this Expreffion at that time, than any other 
Body: but afterwards all the Company lookc 
Upon k as a thing fpoken, as it were, by In- 
fpiration. Another Omen that happened was 
this: upon the fame day, and in the fame hour 
that Geta was born, a Plebeian of the name of 
Antoninus, had at his Farm in the Country a 
Lamb kidded, with a mark upon his Head of 
the colour of Purple : and being informed by 
a Soothfayer, that an Antoninus mould fuc- 
ceed to the Empire after Severus , he very 
fondly interpreted it of himfrlf; but how- 
ever killed the Lamb (in which confifted the 
X 4 • fign . 
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fign of the death of Geta) for fear that the 
Omen of (o high a Fortune Ihould bring him 
into danger. I would add one thing more, 
which the Event made People to interpret to 
the fame purpofe; which is, that when Seve- 
rn one day Celebrated the Birth of Gets, his 
Brother Baffianut killed the Sacrifice himfelf, 
in the place of the Prieft. A Circumftance 
not then confidered nor taken notice of ; but 
it was afterwards very well underftood, when 
that Brother had facnficed his Brother. 
HitPcrfo- Geta, was in his temper a rough fort of a 
nigc and Youth; though not to a Fault; handfome, a 
Condttu littde eager, a lover of delicious Wines and 
mt - good Chear. There is this Story of him, which 
is remarkable, when he was a Boy. His Fa- 
ther' the Emperor Severus being for Eradicating 
wholly the Parties that oppofed him, faid once 
to his Sons, I do but rid you of your Enemies. 
• So Baffianus advifed him to cut them off all 
Root and Branch ; them and their Children ; 
but Geta askt the queftion, how many of them 
thsy were ? His Father telling him, fays he 
again, Have tbey Parents and Relations living ? 
Yes. Then, fays he, there will be more People 
in Rome forty for your VtBery, than there will 
be that are glad cf tt. And certainly Geta's 
Opinion had carried it, had not Plauttanus the 
Captain of Guards , and Juvenal who had 
great incerells, inrifted upon the contrary, in 
hopes of enriching chemlelves by the Confif- 
cation of the Eftates: which was again fe- 
conded by the exceffive Cruelty of Bdjfianus, 
who perfifting in his tirft Opinion, and fry- 
ing* 
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ing, He would have them all cut off \ them and 
then Children ; (ays Geta to him; You, who 
[pare no Body, would kill jour own Brother. 
Which, as then fpoken, fignified nothing : 
but afterwards it appeared to be a fort of a 
Prophefie. 

He had an excellent Memory to improve 
himfelf by what he read in the Antients, and 
by what his Father taught him. His Brother • 
had always hated him ; but he was more be- 
loved by his Mother Julia, than ever Baffianus 
was by his. He fpoke agreeably, though fome- 
thing Stammering : he was curious in his Drefs, 
to excels : and whatever was prefented him, 
he applied it to his own Ornament, without 
giving it away to any body living. After the 
Parthian War, at what time his Father flourilh- 
ed in great gloty, zsBa0anut was declared a Part- 
ner in the Empire with his Father, fo Geta was 
Created a Cafar, and honoured with the name 
of Antoninus Geta. It was an ufual diverfion 
with him to propole to the Grammarians, Que* 
ftions about the feveral Cnes and Voices of 
Animals, *As the Sheep Bleats, the Swine Grunts, 
the Dove Coos, the Lion Roars, the Elephant 
Brays, the Frog Croaks, the Horft fVbinniei, the 
Afs Brays, the Ox Lows ; and to prove the ufe of 
the proper Latin Terms for each, out of the 
Antients. He read much in the Books of Se- 
renas Sammonicus, written to Antoninus, As 
to the Table, he took a pleafiire to obferve an 
Alphabet', according to which, as every Letter 
came on each day in its Courle, his Servants 
that knew it, and were well skilled in (he 
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Arts of eating, provided things of the names, 
beginning with that Letter. As for example, 
fcr the Letter P. Puddmgi Plover, Pullet, far. 
fridge, Peacock, Pig, Pifeit, Plumbs, and fo 
upon other days for the other Letters in order. 
Which is an Argument that from his Youth 
he had a gay choice of things, and was a very 
pleafant Perfon. 

After he was killed by his Brother, a Party of 
the Soldiers who had not been Corrupted, re- 
lented his Murder very ill; faying all of them, 
Tim tbej bad fromifed Fidelity to the two Sons of 
Severus, and ought to keep it equally to them both. 
Accordingly they kept faft the Pafles of their 
Camp ; and refused to give entrance to Raffia- 
mu, till he had flattered them up, and had ap- 
pealed their Heats by giving them a Bounty, 
which was vaftly great. After this Papiuian, 
and many others were Maflacred, who had 
either encouraged the good agreement of the 
two Brothers, or had appeared to be of the 
Side of Geta. Perfons of Quality of both the 
Senatorian and the Equeftnan- Orders were 
Butchered, up and down publickly \h the Baths 
and other places. Pafmiatt died by the Axe ; 
Baffumus finding fault with the Executioner 
that he had not done k with a Sword. In the 
mean time he was fo afraid of his own Perfon, 
that he wore a Coat of Mail under his Purple, 
when he went to the Senate, to give them an 
account of what he did, and of the death of 
Qua. At which time, as Faufiinus the Praetor 
repeated the Imperial Style, faying, Sarmati- 
ns Maximus, and Pmbicus Maximus, Titles 
which 
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which Bmmn had gained by h* Viaarf* 
over, the and the mftomt, UHvm 
Ftftirtxi the Soh of - Ad Brripe«# ^ 
name, facetted k «* tern t<* fm and *Jd to 
the reft a&**m ; as if W filter* it, is 

wtfretHeti ©Med 6«*; butftor* w^BJdl 1 - 
vocation in the Word ; for it alio rOtittta ($ 
the Murder of his Brother Geta. This funk 
deep into the Breaft of Baffknut, as it appeared 
afterwards by his putting to death the Author, 
and not him cnly, but thofe others, as I have 
faid above. More particularly, as to Helvtut 
Pertinax, he was willing to cut him off, upon 
the account that he was in the good efteem of 
all the World ; and then betides he was the 
Son of an Emperor, which it felf was no very 
iafe Gircumftance for a private Perfon. 

The Funeral of Antoninus Get* was fo very His fi- 
Fine, that one would not have thought the imntu- 
fame Brother that buried him, had killed him. nersl ' 
He was buried in the Sepulchre of his Ance- 
ftdrs that is to fay, or Sevens his Father, 
which is upon the Jfpian way. In fine it is to 
be obferved, that the Careffes of Antoninus Co- 
walks Bajfmus, were more to be dreaded 
than his Frowns. He had an unaccountable 
Quality with him, to (peak the faired and the 
kmdlieft to thofe in appearance, whom he re- 
folded to deftroy. And again, it was a Mi- 
racle* to all to fee him lament, as he did, the 
death of Geta, as often as his name was menti- 
oned, or his Pi&ure, or his Statue came in 
fight. He was therefore a Man of many 
Windings 
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Windings and Turnings in his Humour j and 
this being accompanied with as much Cruelty 
as if he thirfted after Blood, it made him, that 
be would one time Maflacrethe Friends, ano- 
ther time the Enemies of Geta, as Fortune of- 
fered them to him ; ib that the lofs of Geta, 
by the fame means, became lamented more 
and more. 
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Dedicated to the 

EMPEROR 

DIOCLESIAN. 

By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 

WHen Princes , either have not 
fat very long upon the Rman 
Throne, or have not been Per- 
sons of any extraordinary Gharaders before 
their Acceffion to it, fo that there is but little 
to ba faid of their Reigns, for the fhormefs of 
them, 

/ 



The Life and Reign if the 

them, and lefsvperhaps of their private Lives 
in which. they might never have been known 
ifjthey had aot ajpiriJ to tHe Empire ; "fill 
not to be admired if their Memories mould 
lometimes lye buried in obfcurity. Therefore 
for my part. what^I can find, that 1 do think 
may jpf to bp fqnmittejt jo fofte- 

rity^ atfyjrorlriy-to be refdied dm of the ac- 
counts of divers Hiftorians, I ftall produce ic 
to the World ; apprehending this to be the 
Duty of him, wrp proposes tojqfrite iheXivcfof 
ojWs ; thjt is, jtyt to rqcouflt^verf yijng th|t 
a Man does, But with Judgment to make a 
Choice of what is more particularly deferving 
of Memory. *h* I tafefe <kink, (#t 
ty£lim Junius Cordis, who hath taken the Pains 
to pubhlh the Livejpf thofe Emperors, whom 
he believes to be more obfeure and lefs known 
tip* oiheifc hathnot-rft afqpittei rwnfelf ef 
r^pefigokwitb^le gtcitcft SbcceJ.. \flec*ufc 
as fhort as he is,he hath yet reported things that 
are Xcarqe wvth the Lafcdur ^fthe Writing 
them. i^faftrs^<be4erftrrf!es5oelcape 
him, as if concerning Trajan, Antoninus Pitts, or 
Mar cms Antoninus, it /lgnifieth any thing" to 
know every -time that they -went .abroad, or 
how they changed their Habits, and who every 
Perfon was that they preferred, and when ,* 
or when tkey were fenred wkh'^thejr 
upon their Table, than ordinary: t^ftdphe 
recounts, and fills his Books with tfcemyaod 
(o makes hisHiftory a Tale of a Tub. Where- 
as, I think, chat as for things that are fo cheap, 
and of do value, no mention at all ought to be 
mad* 
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made of them ; uniefs it i% when it is proper 
to give a Judgment by them of certain Inch- 
nations, which may be really worth the know- 
ledge ; and even then, it is fit to touch theih 
only in part and to leave the reft to be gather- 
ed by the Reader. 

After the Death of the Emperor Bajfums 
Anton 'ttuu Caracallm, his Captain of the Guards, 
Opiliut Macrimt, who had before that been 
the keeper of his Privy-Purfe, poflefled him- 
fetf of the Empire. A Man of a low Birth, His 
not a Gentleman born or bred; full of aflu- traSiat 
ranee both in his Humour and his Looks > 
fometime* he called himlelf by the Name of 
Scvtrw, fometimes Antonmut j but yet every 
body hated him, as well the Soldiers, as the 
People. He ingaged fym/elf immediately in 
the War with the Partfmm t to take away by 
that means from the Soldiers the leifure to 
make Reflexions upon him, and fb to con- 
firm his Power, or at leaft to flop the ill Re- 
ports from growing, as much as it was pof- 
hble, under which he lay. The Senate in* 
deed willingly accepted him to be Emperor; 
! but yet it was chiefly, out of their hatred to 
the memory of Antoninus CarocaUus, in relation 
to whom they cried out with one Voice, Any 
htij rathir than a TarrieUt j any Perfon rather 
than an incejtuous, and an impure Homicide j. 
my one, ratbtr than a Murderer of the Senate 
md the People.' It may be perhaps a Matter 
oF fome admiration, why Macrmus, having 
been the Author of the Death of his Predecel- 
for, who was by Name an Antoninus, fhould 
neverthelefs 
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nererthelefs order his Son Diadumenus i to be 
called Antoninus DtoJumems. Now that which 
I find upon the Annals, as to that matter, is 
this. 

The Oracle of the Goddefs Cosleftis in Car. 
tbage, having been confulted by the Proconful, 
about the State of the Empire, and the pub- 
lick Affairs, in the time of Antoninus Pirn, 
about the Emperors. After other things, flie 
particularly repeated the Name of Antoninus 
eight times J whereby it was underftood, that 
the Emperor Antoninus Pius mould Reign eight 
Years. But when that Prince had out-lived 
that term, fb that if ariy Faith was to be given 
to the Oracle, fomething elfe than that was 
designed by it, which time was to produce. It 
was fuppofed at laft to fignihe, that the number 
of the Emperors of the Name of Antoninus, 
mould be eight; and fb they are. To wit, 
Antoninus Pius, the Firft ; Marcus Antoninus, the 
Second ; Varus Antoninus his Colleague in the 
Empire, the Third ; CmmoJus Antoninus , the 
Fourth; Antoninus Corocallus, the Fifth; An- 
toninus Gtta, the Sixth ; Antoninus Diadumt- 
nus, the Seventh J and Antoninus Heliogaiaks, 
the Eighth. For as for the Two GorJiani, or 
Sevens, or Pertinux, or Julianus, or Opilius 
Mscrinui, who did all of them fbmetimes call 
themfelves Antonini, they are never to be ac- 
counted of the number of the true Antonmi, 
but only thofe Eight now mentioned, by 
whom that Name was more retained, than any 
of their own. Now hiacrmut was willing to 
give his Son the- Name of an Antonmnt, for 
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this reafon, • becaufe the People fhould havci 
the lefs occaflon tb fufoed, thai the Jate Em- 
peror of that Name had been kill'd by his 
Orders ; and becaufe he knew very well, that 
every one had fuch an extraordinary Love for 
that Name, that unle/s the Emperor was cal- 
led Antenmusy they could fcarce think him an 
Emperor. ' 

After Opilius Macrinus was alfo kilPd, and 
the Senate was *flured that Varius Heliogabalui 
the Son of Antoninus Car ac alius, was declared 
Emperor by the Army ; then it was, that it 
was loudly reprefented in the Senate, what an 
ignoble Perfon Macrinus was. Aurelius Victor 
Tinnius (poke thus. 

Macrinus, a Slave the ether day, that drud- m med >» 
ltd in the fervile Offices of the Emperor's Family! Orignak 
» Bougre ! a Hireling > He lived a paltry Life 
under Commodus. Severus thought hint net fit 
it firjt far the mofi miferable Employment r, but 
turned him out, and hanifiied him into Africa ; 
where to Aver hit Infamy, he betook hirhfelf to 
Letters, and came to plead fome fmall Caufes, and 
tt declaim, and at laft to be * Jufltce. Then be 
was created a Gentlemat, and fo at length, ar- 
rived to be the Keeper of the Exchequer under 
Severus, by the Favour of Feftus, who was an 
mfranchifed Slave of that Prince. ■ 

This relation however, is not fo undoubted, 
but that others give us the Steps of his Promo- 
tion thus. That he Was a Gladiator, and had 
fought in that quality publickly. Obtaining 
afterwards his Freedom, he went into Africa, 
*here he was a Notary, and raifing himfelf 
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after that, to be the Keeper of the Emperor's 
Exchequer, from thence he fucceeded unto the 
ragheft Honors. Whilft he was the Captain of 
the Guards, he contrived the Death ofhisMa- 
fter, with that dexterity of ltatrigue, that it 
could not be perceived, that he had the lead 
hand it ic. He gained upon a Quirry to 
give the Blow ; what.with the Money he bri- 
bed him with, and what with the great Pro- 
tnifes that he made him. And then it was ib 
ordered, that it ihould be laid, that he was 
killed in a Mutiny of the Soldiers ; becaufe for 
his murdering his Brother, and the Inceft of 
his marrying his Mother, he was fo odious to 
them. 

Makes bit But no fooner was this done, but Macrinm 
SonCxSx. poflefled himfelf of his place, and made his 
Son DiaJumetms, whom he immediately called 
by the Name of Anttmmus SiaJumenus, his Part- 
ner with him in the fame. Then he fent the 
Body of the deceafed to Rtme, to be interred 
in the Sepulchre of his Anceftors; and com- 
manded his Captain of the Guards, who was 
his own late Colleague in that Office, to take 
care of burying him in all refpecte honoura- 
bly ; knowing that the Common People loved 
him for the Habits and the Largefles that he 
had given amoogft them. 

As he was afraid of a popular Emotion, and 
that fome body mould intervene and hinder his 
Reign, (o he was glad to take the Empire, as 
it were by furpnfe ; but yet in the mean tim^ 
he ferved himfelf of that common Artifice to 
pretend, that it was againft his Inclination. 

Particu- 
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Partfctilarfy he Was jealous of the Captain of 
the Guards, his late Colleague, becaufe fbme 
People hoped, that if he had the Gonfent but 
Of one tegionyhe would not refufe an Op- 
portunity, in which they would be ready to 
fervehim, out of the hatred they had toOpilius 
Mact'mut for his ill Life, and for the ignoble- 
hefs of his Education and Birth. He took up- 
on himfelf, afs I (aid, the Name of Severus> 
though he had no relation to that Prince ; 
which occafioned a good raillery upon both 
hiril arid his Son j Macrinui is a Sevens, as Din- 
dumenus is an Antoninus. 

Now to pat i ftop to any Commotion of the 
Soldiers, he immediately gave a Bounty, as 
well to the Legions, as the Guards, which was 
frrore than ordinarily large ; and as it is the 
Caftom fo to do, his Money fupplied the de- 
fed of his Innocence; and what he wan- 
ted jn one, he made up^with the other j 
by virtue whereof, he continued in the Em- 
pire for (ome time, although he was a Man 
of all manner of Vice. He writ Letters to the 
Senate, concerning the Murder of Antonmm 
CaracaSuf, in which he ftiled him a God ; 
protefting as to himfelf, that he was innocent, 
and had known nothing of it ; and fo he ad- 
ded to the Crime that he had committed Per- 
jury^ begin his Reign withal. 

It is fit to know, what a fort of an harangue 
it was which he made, when he writ to the 
Senate upon this occafionj that we may fee 
the Confidence of the Man, and the Sacrilege 
With tfhtott hi commenced his Reign. The 
Y 4 Head* 
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Heads of it were thefe, done in the joynt 
Names of the Emperors Macrinus and Diadume- 

BUS. 

We (Inuld have been heartily glad, Fathers of 
the Senate, to have bad our Sovereign Antoni- 
nus yet in fafety, and returning to you m Tri- 
umph. We fhoulJ aS have been happy in fuch a 
flour tying State of the Empire, and under a Prince, 
who -was a Succejfour of the Antonini, and given 
us from the Gods. But fince this Happinefs bath 
net befaln us, by reafon of a Mutiny of the Sol- 
diers, which hath deprived us of it, we maki 
you acquainted -with what the Army bath done 
as to us in the firfi place > and next we witbyom 
Confentt, decree an Apotheofisro be given imme- 
diately to our late Prince, wbofe Murder the Army 
bath thought no Man more worthy to avenge than bis 
own Captain of the Guards, to whom bimfelf hai 
Uft it, to cbajlife the FacJion, bad be tfcaped their 
bands and lived. 

In another placfc, fays he, They have prefenttl 
me with the Empire, which I have therefore taken 
into my Protection ; and I [ball continue it, if tht 
fame thing be pleafmg to you, Fathers of the Se- 
nate, which a fo pleafing to them, to whom I have 
gives a Bounty, and done every thing as the O 
ftum is for the Emperors to do upon thefe oca- 
fans. 

Again, My Son Diadumenus , whom ys» 
know, the Army bath made my Partner in the 
Empire, and hath not denied htm the Natnt 
of Antoninus. Indeed, they have done bim * 
greater Honour by that Name, than by that it- 
gree of a Prince ; which roe defire may be af- 
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proved by you, Fathers of the Senate, as a good 
and happy Omen, that you (hall never want a 
"Prince of a Name which you do fo dearly love. 
Again, We and all the Army have equally de- 
creed the Honours of a God unto Antoninus Ca- 
racallus. And though wem?g4t\witb the Autho- 
rity of Emperors eenrnsan/Kthf- fame from you, 
Fathers of the Senate ; yet 'we rather deftre you 
to do- it, and to dedicate to him, two Statues on 
Horfeback, two more (landing in Military Habit, 
and two others fitting in a Civil one. We dedi- 
cate alfo two triumphal Statues to the Emperor 
Severus. AS which, Fathers of the Senate, you 
will command to be performed) at our earnefi 

Ivhen this was read in the Senate, they took 
the news of the death o\. Antoninus Caracallus very 
well, and hoping that Opdim Macrinus would 
maintain the publick Liberty, they rirft made 
him a Patrician, who was a Man originally of 
no Family, and little known; then they made 
him High-Prieft, (a Title annexed to the Em- 
perors) who fomettme before, had been a Clerk 
to the minor Priefts : And laftly, they roted 
him the Title of Thus. Ncverthelels, at the 
firft, upon the News of the Death of Cara- 
callus, there was a long filence in the Senate, 
becaule no body dared to be forward to be- 
lieve it. But it was no fboner confirmed to 
them, that he was really kdled, but they in- 
veighed againfthim as a Tyrant; immediate- 
ly they conferred the Procon Hilar and the 
Tribunitian Powers upon Macrinus, who ac- 
cepted from them the Title of the Happy, in- 
Y ? ftead 
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ftead of that of the Pints, and was pleated that 
the Name of Antoninus mould be confirmed 
by them to his Son. 

And here I may obferve, that this Name 
which began in a prince, who was in reality, 
a? weil as by TuM^teus, came by degrees, 
through a number oA others one after another, 
who impaired its Reputation more and more, 
to end at la ft in a Man fo impious, that he 
was the ve.-y (cum of the Earth. Marcus An- 
tor. inns was the only Prince after P/#, who 
adorned it by a Life worthy of it ; Verm An' 
toninus his Partner, degenerated from it, and 
Ccmmcaus Antoninus even polluted- if. What 
/hall I fay of Antoninus CaracaUus ? Or what 
ci Antcn.r.us Dia«um<nus ? What (hall I fay 
of Antontr.su Htltogabalus? But as he was the laft 
of the Anti,ntnsfles> and bale born, fo he isre- 
membred to have lived in the greateft im- 
purity. 

B« Par. Op'iLas Macrintts being thus eftablifhed in the 
thbn Ex- Empire, he made great preparations to conti- 
fsdir.M. nue the yy ar 3 g a i n ft t h e TMrtbims ; and pro- 
pofed to abolilh the infamy of bis former Life, 
and the bafenels of his Birth, by the greatnefs 
of his Vi dories. He engaged the Enemy, as 
they were commanded by Artabanus their 
King, who fought obftinateJy. But after this, 
a Peace being agreed upon, then Macrinus re- 
tired to the City of Anliech, where giving him- 
Lit i.p to Luxury, his Legions took a juft pre- 
tence h orn t hence to revolt from him to Variut 
Htl.r.g/i'aa!us, who was the reputed Son of Ante- 
xsxss BaJJisnas CaracaUus ; and who coming with 
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an Army againft him, defeated him> and Jailed « 
him, after he had reigned but a little more ^ ain ' 
than one Year. 

There was a Lady called Mteja, alias Pari*, 
a Vbxnieian, of the City of Emiffa, the Sifter 
of Julia, the Wife of the Emperor Sever**, 
who after the Death of Antoninus Carat allm t 
was baniflied the Court by Macrmus\ but yet 
the was allowed to take along with her, all 
the effe<fts which (he had amalted in the long 
time of her continuance there. . This Lady 
had two Daughters, called Stmiamra and Maiit- 
maa : The firft and eldeft Was the Mother 
of Farms HHiogabalas, who was a Prieft of the 
Sun, and had taken the Name of Heliogabolut], 
in the Pbcemcian Language, from the Name or 
the God that he worlhipped. And being as 
well by his noble Stature and his Beauty, as by 
His Office remarkable to all that came to the 
Temple, efpecially the Soldiers, his Grand- 
Mother Mcefa, alias Varia, took her opportu- 
nity to lay to them, that he was the Son of the 
Emperor Antoninus Bafunus CaracaBus, which 
from one to another, came to be made known 
to all. And as {he was herfelf very rich, and 
Heliegabalui very prodigal, ihe made fuch Pro> 
miles to them in his behalf, that Ihe feduced 
the Legions to a tevolt ; who accordingly re- 
ceived him and his Mother, and their follow- 
ers into a Garrilbn by Night, and proclaimed 
him Emperor, by the Name of Antoninus, and 
invefted him with the marks of that Dig- 
nity, 

Y 4 When 
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When this Account was brought unto Ma- 
erinus at Anttoeb, he admiring at the boldnefi 
of the Woman, which he could not but flighl 
at the fame time, fent Julianus the Captain 
of his Guards with his Legions to beliege her 
But no fooner did the New Antoninus men 
himfelf in Perfon to thofe Men, but they were 
all fo marveiloufly inclined to love him, that 
fhey killed Julianus their Captain, and paffed 
over in a Body to his fide. Then Antoninus Helio- 
gabalus having formed his Army fet himfelf to 
march againft Macrinus, &Macrmut was march- 
kig agamft him; and joyning Battel, Macri- 
nut was defeated ; occasioned by the Trea- 
chery of his own Soldiers, by reafon of their 
Love to Antoninus. So he fled with fbme few 
in company with him, and particularly his 
Son. Bur, both he and his Son were after- 
wards purfued and killed in a Village of Bi- 
tbjwa, and his Head cut off and brought to 
the Conqueror. And all that his Son had 
gotten by the Empire, was his Deftiny only 
to be killed with his Father. 
. Certainly Macrmus was in the time that he 
reigned more rigorous, and more auftere. than 
he had ever been before, thereby hoping to 
fupprefs the Reports of all hisby-paft Anions, 
and to bury them in oblivion ; on the contrary, 
that Severity did but open a frefh occafion to 
People to blame him. Thus he was for ha- 
ying himfelf to be called a $tvcrt*s and a 
fertmax: And when the Senate had give/i 
him the Titles of the Htpp/, and the Fious, he. 
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only accepted the firft, and refuled the other, 
which occafioned a Libel to be made upon him, 
which was put up in the Ftrum in Greek and 
Latin Verfe to this purpofe ; That m old, uglj, 
troublesome, four, and unreafonable Man of a 
Stage-player (alluding to his fighting, formerly, 
as a Gladiator ) pretending to be Happy, with- 
out being at the fame time Pious, it -was a thing 
unnatural and irrational, for tbofe were two Vir- , 
tues not to be feparated. An impious Reign wiU 
make his Subjects unhappy, and he who makes 
his Subje&s (0, map be unhappy himfelf. 

Macrinus was therefore one of a proud and 
bloody Mind ; he loved to govern with the Cruelties 
arbitrarinefs of a Soldier; accufed the Difci- 
pline of former times, and praifed Severus a- 
lone, of all the Emperors. He condemned 
his Soldiers to the Grofs, and always puniflied 
them with the punilhments of Slaves. In any 
Mutiny he generally decimated ; fometimes 
he contented himfelf to centefimate them ; 
which laft was a peculiar word of his own, 
when he drew out but every hundredth Man 
when to execute, which he accounted a Mercy, 
he . had (aid, they deferved ro be decimated, 
or vicefimated. Certainly, if would be too 
tedious here to recount all bis Cruelties. How- 
ever, one I will mention, which was not great 
as he thought it ; and yet it is (bmething worfe 
than the Barbarities of all the Tyrants that 
ever were. Two Soldiers were reported to 
hare forced their Landlord's Maid againft her 
Will, to lye with them, at the fame time (lis 
was 
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was one that had been debauched long before. 
He hearing of it by his Spies, fent tor them, 
and examined the Matter ; and it appearing 
to be tree, he ordered Two vaft great Oxen 
to be opened alive luddenly, and the Men to 
be ftuned into their Bellies, there to remain 
till they died, with only their Heads our, that 
they could talk to one another ; which was 
( a fort of a Pumfliment that had nothing 
like it then, or in any former times, in thecate 
of Adultery kfelf. In his Wars, always in- 
deed, againft the Partbiaus, Armenians, and 
Arabians, he quitted himfelf with equal bra- 
very and (uccels. A Tribune one day having 
His ex- negle&ed to appoint the Guard, he dragged 
tremeSe- him alive and dead in a miferable Condition 
verity . a t a Cart's Tail, all his march. He revived 
the Punimraent of Mezamius, of tying the li- 
ving to the dead, for both to rot together: 
Therefore it was (aid by the People in the 
Cirque, in favour of his Son Diadumenut, who 
was a very lovely Youth, 

digitus, cut pater baud Mtzsntiu/ ejfet. 

It wot ptj be bad a Mezentius for bu Father. 

He fliut.up others betwixt four WaHs, till they 
died ftarving. For Adukery he always tied 
the Parties body to body, and burnt them to- 
gether alive. Servants that had run from their 
Matters, he condemned to be made Gladia- 
tors of. Unlefi Informers proved what they 
laid, he made it Capital to them ; if they did 
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it, $er received. a,Rewardin Moftf^iwt he 
dftniflcd them with all their Iaf*my. upon 

(hem, ' 

He was not a little verfed ift the Know- 
ledge of the Law* of the Bm**i % Momuch» 
that he made no fcruple to fiiperfede all the 
Refcripts of the antient Emperors,- to ad ac- 
qording fo Right, and \not according; to 1 Ka< 
Scripts. And it was a /frame, he iti&jAat the 
Wtus of ftich as CommoAus and <>*<tf//*vand 
others that were unworthy td'be- Emperors* 
Ihould be Laws; when Trajtn would not al- 
low that a Reicript that is written perhaps 
in favour in one cafe /hould be made a 
precedent in another ; \ becaufe ithings ought 
to be examined by the Rules- of good 
Senfe. He was liberal in his -.allowances 
of Bread and Provisions to the Poor, but 
(paring in giving Money. Towards bis . Ser- 
vants he was fo (evefe, and fo cruel, that they 
called him inftead of Matrinus, Mtaffimu, 
from Mactlium a Shambles j becaule his Houle, 
like a Shambles, flowed with the Blood jof the 
Servants that he killed. He eat and drank 
very freely, fometimes to excels in the Eve- 
nings. If he had dined at any time more 
Sparingly, in his (upper he would he very pro- 
fufe. He admitted the Men of Leue» to his 
Table, with whom talking, he prolonged his 
Meals. . 

But as every one called to mind the bafe- 
nefs of his Birth, and former Life, and on 
the other hand, oWerved his Cruelty, which 
was 
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was excefilve, and the many horrid things 
that he did, which the Soldiers, efpecially, 
very well knew, they were not able longer 
to endure fuch a Nufance upon the Throne, 
and fo they refolved to rid themfelves of 
him. 

'A Libel There was a Libel once made upon his 
uponbim. to t {,^ purpofe. / dreamt I four a Youth 
of the Name of Antoninus, who bath a Slavt 
to his Father, his Mother fucb a Whore, flu 
hath had a Hundred , and asVd a Hundred 
more. From fuel a Father, fucb a Mother, 
let him be a Pius or a Marcus, be eimnot h 
a Verus Antoninus; alluding to the Empe- 
ror of the Name of Verm, but intending to 
to fay, that he cannot be a true, but only a 
vifionary, and a Baftard Antoninus. When 
Macrtnm was told this, he anfwered it in 
ibme Iambics, which they fay were very well 
done ; but we have them not, became they 
perifhed with him in the Fray that he was 
kill'd in, when all that he had was plunder- 
ed by the Soldiers. 

The manner of his Death was fuch as we 
have reprelented it before already ; that is, 
his Army revolting, and carrying all their 
Inclinations upon Antmmm Heliogabalni, he 
fled, and was afterwards taken and kill'd in 
a Village of Bstbjnia ; his Attendants all 
yielding, or otherwife cut in pieces or difper- 
fed in flight. This made Heliogabalas famous, 
becaufe he appeared to have revenged the 
Death pf his Father. So he fucceeded to 
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the Empire, and as he certainly dilgraced it 
afterwards with Vices of Luxury, Impurity, 
Riot, Pride, and Cruelty, and as he lived an 
unhappy Life, fo he met with the like tragical 
Death. 

This is what I have difcover'd concerning 
Mscrinui, out of a great many Hiftorians 
that mention him. 1 humbly prefent it to 
your Majefty, O DioeUfian; facing affured, 
that your Majefty takes a pleafure in view- 
ing the Accounts of the Emperors of the an- 
tient Times. 
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ANteninus Dtadumenus being but a Youth 
when the Army created him Empe- 
ror, together with his Father, after 
the Death of Antonmut CaracaSm ; 
his life affords us little that is remarkable, more 
than the Account of his reception of the Name 
of Antmmus, and the ftupendious Omens that 
appeared to fore tell his Reign, and alio that 
it was to continue but a mort time. For as 
to the firft, as foon as it was known amongft 
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the Legions, that the fatal Stroke was given to 
Antoninus CaracaUus, that which' was a matter 
of great trouble to them all, to obferve, was, 
that they had not another Antoninus to fuc- 
ceed him, as if they thought that the very 
Reman Empire was certainly to perilh with 
that Name. Mamma hearing this, and fear* 
ing, by reafbn that there were feveral Rela* 
tions of Antoninut Pius that were Gaptains in 
the Army, left the Army might caft their In- 
clinations upon fome one or other of thole, 
for the Empire ; he immediately put himfelf 
at the Head of them, with this Harangue. 

You fee here, my Fellow Soldier /, my felf, and my He is de- 
Son Diadumenus. I am well advanced in years, dared an 
but my Sen by the mercy of the Gods, jou wit A ntoninui 
have long to be your Emperor* I undtrfiand that 
tbtre is remaining amongjl you, a great Affcftion 
for the Name of Antoninus. Wherefore fince 
for my own fart, according to the Condition of 
humane Frailty, I have not much time lift me 
to live, I name thts young Son, an Antoninus, 
with your Confents, and wijh you long to enjoy 
him. 

They cried, The Gods fave the Emptrer Ma- 
crinus. The Gods fave Antoninus Diadumenus. 
We all beg, that Antoninus Caracallus may be 
made a God. Then mofi Excellent and mofi Vower- 
ful Jupiter, preferve the Lives of Macnnus and 
Antoninus, thou knoweft, O Jupiter, Macri- 
nus » invincible. Thou knoweft, O Jupiter, Ma- 
crinus is inconqiprablt. Having an Antoninus, 
we have all things. The Gods, have given us 
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an Autoninns. Antoninus and bis Father me- 
rit the Empire. 

Microtia replied, My Fellow Soldiers, -we 
give you a Bounty of three pieces of Gold, to 
each of you, upon the occafion of our AcceJJion to 
the Empire ; and for the Name of Antoninus, 
five puces of Gold more , be fides your ordinary Fay, 
■which (hall be doubled to you. The Gods grant 
that this may be done often ; for as much as we 
new give you this day, we will repeat it to you, 
every Fifth year of our Reigns. 

After this, Antoninus Dtadumenus the young 
tie Arm ^■ m P CTOr fpoke to them in thefe words. 1 
thank you, my Fellow Soldiers, for the Honour of 
the Empire, and of the name which you have 
given met font it you that have thought my Fa- 
ther and me, Worthy to be the Emperors of Rome, 
and to command the State : to the Government 
whereof My Father will take the -Care not to be 
wanting, and it (ball be my bejl endeavours not to 
be wanting to the Glory of the name of Antoninus. 
Jam fenfible, una name in which the Emperors 
Pius, Marcus, and Verus, have gone before me : 
who were Perfovs, to whom it is a difficult thing 
to anfwer worthily. 1 can only fay, I will do all 
that is m my power : and in the mean time, upon 
the joynt occafion of my Reign and my Name, I 
fromife you the fame, as my mofi honoured Fa- 
ther hath done ; who bath but confidered you as 
you deferve. 

The Greek Hiftorian Uerodian, hath omit- 
ted thefe paffages, andlpeaks Dtadumenus un- 
der no higher a quality than a Cafar. How- 
erer after this Harangue , a , Coin was 
ftamped 
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ftamped at Antiocb, in the name of Anto- 
fiinm ViaJumenus: the other, which Was to 
be in the name of Macrmu* was deferred, 
till they had the exprefs Orders of the Se- 
nate; to whom Letters were fent to id- 
quaint them, with what was pair, and with the 
New Antoninus , whodefired their approbation. 
And whether it was as fbme fay, becaufe their 
hatred to Antoninus CaracaRm made them wil- 
ling to have any other Emperor, rather than 
him, they accepted of this Change freely. 
Had Macrinm lived, he intended to have given 
to the People of Rome a Prefent of fome Veft- 
ments, after the example of the Donation of 
Caraealiuss and alfo to eftablifh a Charity, for 
the maintenace of the Children of (bme Poor 
Families; whom he intended to call by the 
name of his Son ; to the end, as his own 
Words in the Edi& are, to render fo much the 
more agreeable and more recorhmendable the 
glory of the name of Antoninus. At the fame 
time, he fays, that he wifhes that he was pre- 
fent with the People of Romt ; that his Son, 
their new Antoninus , might with his own 
hand diftnbute a Largefs of Corn amongft 
them. In the next place he ordered the 
Colours, and the Standards of the Antonimflts 
to be put up in the Camp. He eretfed the 
Statues of Antoninus Baftanus CaracaUus, in 
Gold and Silver; and Celebrated a Feftival of 
faven days, for the Honour of the name of 
Antoninus. 



Z AnMl 



348 The Life And Ktign of the Vol. I. 

His Per- 'Antoninus DiaJumemrs was certainly one of 
fmqe. beautifolleft Youths in the World. He 
was pretty tall, with bright yellow Hair, black 
Eyes, and a pretty long Nofe ; his Chin perf e&- 
ly handfome, and a grace to his whole Face j 
a full kiffing Lip, and then he was natural- 
ly Stout, and proper in his Exercifes. When 
firft he was drefsd in the Imperial Robes of 
Scarlet and Purple, and the other Military En- 
figns of the Empire ; he mined like a Star, or as 
one newly dropt from Heaven, and every 
body loved him, for the Charms of his Beau- 
ty* 

Omm of In the next place, as to the Omens which pro 
his Reign, gnofticated his Reign, they are indeed ftupen- 
dous. The day that he was born, his Pather 
over- feeing and examining the Purple Robej 
of the Emperor in his Office, had ordered 
fbme of them to be brought where his Son 
DiaJumen** was born in two Hours after- And 
as fome Children that are bom, have a? skin 
upon their Heads in the nature of a Coif, 
being a natural fort of a Cover upon the Head, 
which is afterwards taken away by the Mid- 
wives ; Diadumenm , inftead of this had a per- 
fed D'adem in the place of it, which was a 
thin, but flrong Flefh, made of a great many 
Veins and Fibres, like the firings of a Bow, 
from whence he was called at firft Diadematus ; 
but as he grew up, he wassailed by the Name 
of DiaJumenus, from his Grandfather by the 
fide of his Mother; and there is not much 
difference betwixt the one Name and the o- 
ther. At a Houfe of his Father's in the Coun- 
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try, twelve Lambs were kidded, all of a Wool 
of the colour of Purple, except one, which 
was of divers Colours. The fame day that 
he was born, an Eagle came and dropt a Ring- 
Dove into his Cradle as he flept, and retired 
without doing him any hurt. Other Doves, 
from whence the Soothfayers prognosticated 
great Riches and Honour, came and made 
their Nefts in his Father's Houfe. As he 
was one day walking in the Fields, an Eagle 
came and took from off his Head his Cap, 
and afterwards drbpt it upon the Head of a 
Statue of an Emperor. He was born, not 
only upon the fame day of the Month, but in 
the fame hour, and almoft under the fame 
Conftellations, as was the Emperor Antoninus 
Tim. Therefore the Aftrologers (aid, That be 
weald be both the Son of an Emperor, and an 
Emperor bmjtlf. A Woman, who was of his 
Kindred, obferving that he was born upon 
the Birth- day of that Prince,, cried, Let bun be 
tatted an Antoninus. But Macrinm was a- 
fraid to do that, becaufe it was an Imperial 
Name, which none of his Family had ever 
had ; and he thought it was fafer to let it a- 
lone, efpeciaily, the Report being already put 
about of the greatnefs of his Birth. Another 
Omen that (fill more particularly deferves our 
bbfervation, is this j as Diadumenits was in his 
Cradle in a Garden, a Lyon that had broken 
loole, and was very fierce, came and lick'd 
Him, and left him without offering him (he 
leaft violence; but yet meeting his Nurfe, he 
fell upon her, and bit her fo cruelly, that fhe 
died. Z i This 
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This is what hath teemed to me to be wor- 
thy of memory concerning Antoninus Diadu- 
menus, whole Life I had even intermixt with 
the Anions of his Father, but that my Honour 
Gr(4t for the Princes of his Name, obliged me to 
demurs l ucn a particular Account of him. And cer- 
f aid to tainly, it was a Name fo amiable to thefe times, 
the Nami that it feams, as if he who was not call'd an 
Antom- Antcnmm, was not fit to be Emperor, There 
nu *- is a Letter of Optltta Macrinus, in which he 
declares, that he glories not fo much of his 
elevation to the Empire, whereof he was 
the lecond Perfon in rank before, ax Cap- 
tain of the Guards, as of being the Father 
of a Son, of the Name of Antoninus, which 
at that time was (b Famous, that not any 
Name of the Gods themfelves was more. 
Therefore, fajd one, It is a thing void of i 
Reaftn, and unfuitable to the Dignity of Commo 
dus, to covet, as be dtd, the Name o/" Hercules, 
as tf that of Antoninus wot not Honour enou$, 
For would he be a God, he could never mm 
eminently be fo, than as he was an Emperor fj 
fo excellent a Name ? I mention this, in this 
p!jce. only to mew, how highly the Antmv 
nufjtt were valued, to have their Names fet a- 
bove the very Gods. And yet alt this was 
wrought by only the Charms of three Princes 
of that Name, whole Wifdom, whole Good- 
ne(s, and whole Piety confecrated them for 
eve, to Pofterity ; that is, Wifdom in the Per- 
Ion of Marcus Antoninus, Goodneli in his Bro- 
ther Vtrus, and Piety in the firft of the three, 
An-.cnmtti Fius. 1 come now to the Letter which 
I mencion'd of Optlius Macrmus. 0///'» 
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Opilius Macrinus, to Noma Cel/a 
his Wife. 

THE Blejfmg we have received, my dear 
Wife, is above all Eftimatwn; but perhaps 
pu may think now, that I [peak of the Empire, 
which a no fucb great matter ; Fortune beftows 
that upon unworthy Perfoni often. I am made 
the Father of an Antoninus. Thm art become 
the Mother of an Antoninus. O happy we ! 
And Fortunate our Houfe ! Now is our Reign 
happy, and to be highly Renowned. The Gods t 
and particularly the good Goddefs Juno, whom 
you Worfrip, grant, that he may fufiam worthi- 
ly the merit of bis Name ; and that I, ivho am 
the Father of an Antoninus, may alfo appear 
worthy of that Honour to all the World. 

By this Letter we fee, how great an Ho- 
nour he looked upon it to be, that his Son 
was received by the Name of an Antoninus. 
However, this fine Son was killed, together 
with his Father, in the Fourteenth Month of 
their Reigns. And it is to be obferved, that 
as young and as amiable as be was, he was 
yet one that was very fevere upon many Per- 
sons beyond his Age ; witnefs thele two Let- 
ters following, written to his Father and Mo- 
ther ; which as they are Pieces contributing to 
this Hiftory, fo I have thought fit to infert them 
here. 
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The Emperor the Son, to the Em- 
peror his Father. 

I Am apt to think, Sir, in eonfauence ef mj 
Love and Duty to you, that you have not been 
fuffletently careful of your felf, in [faring the Ac- 
complices cf the intended Revolt ; whether it is 
hecaufe jeu hope that your Mercy wiS make them 
more your Friends for the future, or becaufe thtj 
art your old Aequatntants, and that there fori 
you (fare them. For fir ft of a!l } as they are Per- 
font that have been once exulcerated in their 
minis agahft ycu, they can never love you a- 
£<«'»; and thin when old Friends forget them- 
felvet, fo at to turn Enemies? tbej make the mofi 
cruel Enemies cf all Men. To which add, what 
the Army cries, 

,i. Si ts nulla mover tantarum gloria rerum, 
Afcaniurr. fur?,entem,& fpes hzredis lull 
Refp;ce j cui regnum Italia:, Romanaqj tdk 
Debstur 

If Tb.rji cf Glory cannot pufl} you on, 
"At pray regard the Fortune of your Son, 
To U'hcm Rome'* Empire has teen de(tm'd Jong, 

Tcu muft put them to death, if yeu would expect 
to live in Sjfety. For if thofe be [pared, others 
Zi-J nc. fail to trouble you as much, according If 
;a natural itcteufne/t of Mankind. 

Now 
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Now whether hitnfelf, or Q^lianm .his Ma-, 
for in Rhetorick formed this tetter, it (hews 
what a fevere young Man he would have been 
if he had hved. 



The other LETTER to his 
Mother, was this. 

CErtafnly, my Father, the Emperor, neither 
loves you nor bimfelf, to [pare, as be does, 
bis Enemies. Therefore, pray endeavour, that 
Arabianus, Thufcus, and Gellius hi dtfpatchei, 
for fear, lefl, if occajton ferve tbetg, they do not 
fuffer us to efcape them fo eafily. 1 

Thefe Letters, fays LoUitts Urhieus, in the 
Hiftory that he hath made of his time, being 
betrayed to the Soldiers by his Secretary, did 
Diadumenm the greateft prejudice, and coil 
him his Life; For (bme of them confidering 
that he was but a Youth, had been at firft for 
favinghim, after they had killed his Father. 
But when thefe Letters were produced and tie u /lain 
read, then they killed him alio ; and both their b tbeSol- 
Heads were carried about upon the top of a * er/ *- 
Javelin. Then all the Army agreed to fct 
Up Varius Antoninus Heliogabalus, being the re- 
puted Son of Eaffsanus Antoninus CaracaUus. 
They fay, he was a Prieft of the God Helto- 
gafalusi that is, in the Vbxnkian Language, 
Z 4 tke 
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the Sun ; but certainly the moft impure, and 
the moft diftolure Man upon Earth, and by 
fome Fate, fent entirely to dilhonour the 
Roman Empire. As there are a great many 
things to be laid of him, I ftiall relerve my 
(elf to fpeak of him in his place. 
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ALIUS LAMPRIDIUS. 



V Arias Antoninus Hcliogalwlta, pafled his 
Life in a manner, which was fo very 
impure, that I ftiould eternally excufc 
my felf from committing it to Writ- 
ing ; nor ftiould it be known by my hand, 
that ever fuch a Perfon was the Emperor of 
Rome, 
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Rome, if we had not had a Caligula, a Ne^ 
and a ViteUius upon the fameThrone before him, 
But as we fee the fame Earth produces as well 
Poyfons as good Grain \ and is diverlified with 
things which are fbme wholfome, and fome 
hurtful: here Vipers, aud |hpre<Qttoer (Crea- 
tures, -that are tame, and geed for the Life of 
Man : the prudent Reader will eafily make 
himfelf an amends for fuck prodigious Ty- 
rant*, if he pieaje# but to read the Rwgns oi 
J*gifit*> r*If*fi*>M TtttH* Traja», Hatyan, A* 
tnmms Pius, and Marcus Antoninus, in opposi- 
tion to them. For by the companfon, .he will 
perceive the Judgments of the Romans upon 
the one and the other ; how that thefe latter 
reigned long, and ended their days at laft with 
natural Deaths. But tht others wepe murder- 
ed, fhametully dragged, branded, as Tyrants, 
their Nam© thought unworthy fo much as to 
be mentioned, or not to be mentioned without 
horror. After the Death of Matmm and his 
Son, the Empire was conferred upon Varm 
Antoninus Heliogahalm, for this reafon efpeci- 
ally, becaufed he was the reputed Son of 
Heafm BajfiAw* Antonstum Qvataliu,. \\% had been 
of lu berore a Prieft, either of Jupiter , or the Sun, 
Kaaes. an d na d taken to himfelf the Name of Anto- 
ninus, not only for an Argument of his Birth, 
bat becaufe he knew that that Name was fo 
very dear to the World, that eren the Pajn- 
cide his Father was loved for its fake. His 
other Name from his Grandfather Varia, was 
Variu,. Then he called himfelf Heliogabalui, 
from the Name of the God in the Tbxnician 
Language, 
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Language, whofe Prieft he was; and when 
he came to the Empire, he was declared in 
Antoninus, and he was the laft of the Roman 
Emperors of that Na'me. 

His Mother was Semiamira, to whom he was 
Co devoted, that he did nothing in the Govern- " 
ment without her. She in the mean time fired 
in the manner of an impudent Courtezan, and 
purfued her lewdnefles of all forts in the Vfcry 
Palace. For as it was under that Chara<atr. 
that formerly Antoninus Caracallus had haq 
commerce with her, fb the promiscuous Ifiue, 
her Son, might very well alio he called Var'uu^ 
if it had been only from thence, who after his 
Father was killed, fled, it is faid, for fear of 
Macrmui into the Templeof the God Helto, 
gahdlui, as into an Afyhmt, and made his Prieft- 
hood there his Protection. But thus much as to 
his Name ; that holy Name of Antoninus, fo pol- 
luted by this Man, but which is, however, fo 
venerated by you, Moft Sacked Confiantine, that 
your Majefty hath the greateft Honour in the 
World for the Emperors Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Antoninus; letting them before youj 
no lefs than you do Confiantsus and Claudius, 
for your Royal Imitation ; whereby you in; 
deed adopt the Virtues of the Antients to be 
your own, and certainly they very well fiiit 
with the happy Inclinations of your Majefty. 

After then, Vnriut Antoninus Heliogabalus was 
in the poffeflion of the Empire, he lent his Ac^ 
counts of it to Rome, where all the Orders of 
the Nobility, Gentry and People being eleva- 
led at the Name of an Antoninus, which fee'm* 
ed 
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cd in him to be reftored, not as it was in 
Aut mxnus DiaJumenui in Title only, but alio 
in Blood, becaufe he writ himfelf the Son of 
Antoninus CaracaUm : There was great Joy 
made for him ; and this was yet further in- 
creafed by thofe good Apprehenfions, which 
Men generally have of a New Prince, who 
fucceeds after a Tyrant ; and by that great Af- 
fection, that they are then prone to exprefs, 
but which yet is not lafting, unlefs where it 
meets with an extraordinary deal of Virtue 
for its fupport, becaufe many inditFerent Prin- 
ces have foon loft it again. So when the Let- 
ter of Htliogabalus was read in the Senate, 
they received it with as many Acclamations 
of joy and Kindnefs to him, as on the other 
hand they inveighed againft Mscrinus and his 
Son; All were willing to declare him Em- 
peror, and induftrious to believe him 3 wor- 
thy Antoninus ; as the wifhes of Men are apt 
to impofe upon their Credulity, and what 
they defire that it fhould be true, they love to 
make themfelves believe that it is fo. But he 
Comes to was no foorrer come to Rome, to omit the 
Rome. t hmgs which he did in the Provinces, but he 
fet up the Worfhip of his God tieliogabalus, 
which he had brought with him out of Syria. 
He built upon Mount Palatine, near the Pa- 
lace, a Temple to him, into which he was al- 
together for removing the Image of the great 
Mother of the Gods, Cjbtlt ; the Veftal Fire, 
the Palladium, or Image of PaSas ; the Sacred 
Shield;, and all the Holy Utenfils of the Ro. 
mans ; noc being willing that any other God 
fhould 



Vol.t Emperor Var. Anton. Heliogabalu*. 3^ 

fhould be worlhipped at Rome but his own. 1 
He (aid, that he would command the Wor- 
fhip of the Jew s, the Samaritans, and the Chri- 
ftians, to be thither alfo transferred j that the 
Myfteries of all Religions mould be contained 
within the Temple, and applied to the Honour 
of Heliogabalus. 

The hrft day afterwards that the Senate (at, His M>* 
he caufed his Mother to be admitted as a tber . A" 
Member of that Affembly, who was called m ™™ 
in, and came and took her place by the Seats 
of the Confuls, and was prefent at the paf- 
fing of a Decree of the Senate. Indeed, he is 
the only Perfon of all the Emperors, whole 
Reign hath given us a Senatrefs ; a Woman 
to come into the Senate, to aft as a Man.- 
He alfo created a little Senate of Women, 
which met on Collis Quirinatis ; whofe Decrees, 
aflembled under the Direction of Semiamira, 
and the Laws that they made concerning the 
Ladies are very diverting. They made Laws, 
What Cloatbs every one jhould wear ; who jhould 
give flace to whom ; who falute xvhom ; who go 
in a Coach ; who ride ufon a Horfe ; who upon 
an Afs • who go in a Litter, drawn by Mules ; 
who to be drawn by Oxen ; who carried in a 
Chair, and whether the Chair (bottld be of Lea- 
ther, or inlaid with Bone, or Brafi, or Ivory, 
or Damaikt with Silver ; and who (hould wear 
Gold or Jewels at their Shoes. 

Whilft he wintered in the City of Nicomedia 
in Bithynia, which was before his coming to 
Rome, he earned himfelf fo lewdly there, be- 
ing carnally enter'd by Men, and grunting at 
the 
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the Work, like a Sow that is brimmed, that 
the Sokkers foon repented themfelves of ha- 
ving confpired againft Opilius Maerinus to 
make this Perfon a Prince ; and then turned 
their Thoughts upon Alexanier a Coufm- 
German of Helugabaltu, whom the Senate 
had created C*far upon the Death of Maori- 
mm- For who indeed could endure to fee a 
His Be- Prince more than beftial, leaving no conca- 
ftialitj. vky of his Body unpolluted by thofe he loved. 
And coming afterwards to Rome., he made 
it his great Bufinefs to be furnifhed with Men 
out of all Parts that were the beft provided tor 
his purpofe. He had the Comedy of Taru per- 
formed in his Apartments, in Which himlelf 
a£ed the part of the Vcnm, and fuddenly 
his Cloaths falling down to his Heels, and 
leaving his Body all naked, he put himielf 
into a Pofture fit for his Auociares to make 
their lewd Approaches. He made himfelf to 
be drawn in the figure of a Venus, with A 
delicate Face, and all his Body fmooth, and 
thought it the greateft Happinefs of his Life 
to be tempting and agreeable to the Lulls of 
more and more Men. 
Hu bafe Himfelf his Servants, and his Pimps, one 
Govern- ^jjf, an other, made a common Sale of the 
Degree and Places of Honour, and the Places 
of Power and Command. He created any 
one indifferently a Senator for Money, without 
regard to Age, Eftate, or Birth. The Mili- 
tary Offices of Captains, Tribunes and Gene- 
sals, were fold, as alfo the Governments of 
the Provinces, and the Offices of the Hou- 
fhold. 
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fhold. Two Coach- men, whom he took out 
of the Cirque, that is, Protogenei and Gorii* % 
he made the great Companions of his Life, 
and his Privadoes to every thing he did. He 
took feveral into the Court out of both the 
Theatre and the Amphitheatre, where they 
had been Players, Charioteers, or Gladiators, 
only becaufe their Bodies promifed him to the * 
Eye, fomething filthy that plealed him. He 
loved a Youth called Hiencles lb, that he wed 
to kifs what it is- immodeft to name in him, 
and (aid, That it was to celebrate a Game to 
the GoJdefs Flora./ He committed Inceft upon Tnceft 
a Veltal Nun. He profaned the moft Holy *»dSmu 
Rites and Myfteries of the Romans, breaking 
into the Sacnfties of their Temples, and car- 
rying all things away thence into that of his 
own God. He would have exringuilhed the 
perpetual Veftal Fire Nor was he only this 
upon the Religions of the Romans, but all the 
World over, he defired to have no other God 
worlhipped but Heliogabalus. He broke into 
the San&uary of the Temple of the Goddels 
Vtfta, polluted as he was, with all kind of 
Filthinefs, and his Company as bad and as vi- 
cious as he, to take from thence the. inviola- 
ble Image of Fallot. He thought that he had 
really Carried off the Jar which is conlecrated 
to the Temple, and the Rites of the Goddels 
Cybele ; but only the fuperior of the Virgins / 
belonging to that Goddels, had (hewn him a 
falle one in the room of the true ; and finding 
nothing in it that was extraordinary, he broke 
it in pieces. So he alio feized upon an Image 
of 
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of TaBas; which was adorned with Gold; 
but which he likewife miftoolc for the true 
Palladium, and he placed it in the Temple of 
his own God. He initiated himfelf in the Rites 
of the Goddefs Cjbele\ and was walhed in 
Bull's Blood ; only to get an opportunity by 
the means to freal away the Image of that 
Goddefs, and other Sacred Utenfik that are 
kept altogether lockt up. He tolled his Head 
and his Hair about, as the Fanatick Priefts of 
that Goddefs do, amongft whom he offi- 
ciated : every thing that thofe Priefts do,, fo 
did he ; till at length, he ftole off the Ve- 
nerable Image oF the Mother of the Gods, and 
repofed it in the Sacrifty of his own God. He 
Celebrated the Feafts of Adonis, with all the 
Mourning and the Tolling the Body, which 
is ufed in the worfhip of that God in Syria. 
He imitated Venus, weeping and bewailing his 
loft ; which was but a prefage from himfelf of 
his own approaching ruin. All the Gods, he 
faid, were the Servants of his God ; to whom 
fome were his Chamberlains, lome his 17/hers, 
and others were deftin'd to ferve him in all 
lorts of Offices. He endeavoured to poffefs 
himfelf of the Statue of. ths Goddefs Diana ; 
being the lame Sacred Statue which Qrefttt 
had ftoln out of her Temple in Scytbia Tan- 
rica, and had afterwards repofed it in another 
Temple Dedicated to her at the City of 1m- 
dtcea in Afia. The fame Orefiet built a City 
of his own Name, Orefia, upon the Bank of 
the Htbrui, in the Country of Thrace ; which 
the Emperor Hadrian ordered to be re- called 
HaJrt 
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anople, from'.Ijtoifelf, about the time that he City of 
was in his Frenzy, when he commanded Co Adriano- 
many Senators to be killed : whom Antoninus P lc - 
on the contrary Giving, and afterwards bring- 
ing them into the Senate, when every body 
had thought them dead,, he very well deferved 
to be Entitled, as he was, the Pious Antoninus'. 
And fome allay it gave to that Frenzy of Ha- 
drians, at that time to tell him ; That wbilji bis ~ 
Majefly was giving his Name to a City, it wot to 
it feared that feme mad Houfe [houlJ take it up. 

Antoninus Heliogabalus offered Sacrifices to Cruel t- 
his God, of young and pretty Boys, that were Matrj; 
Gentlemens Sons, whom he Kidnapped for 
the purpofe over air the Country of Italy, and 
whofe Fathers and Mothers were yet living. 
The reafdn of his choice of fiich, as whole Fa- 
thers and Mothers were yet living, [ cannot 
underftand, unlefs it was this ; to make the 
Trouble of their lofs fo much the more fen- 
fible as it reached to both their Parents, and 
that their deaths mould be accompanied in the 
Ears of his God, with a more general La- 
mentation. He had all forts of the Diviners, 
Magicians, and Priefts of the Eaft with him, 
daily employed in the bloody Works of his 
Religion ; in which he encouraged them on ; 
thanking the Gods, that he was fo well fup- 
plie*d with the peculiar Friends, as he called 
them, and Servants of theirs: arid then he 
pryed himlelf into the Entrails of the murder- 
ed Children ; and difcuffcd the Victims, ac- 
cording to the Rites of the Country, from 
Thence this Service came. 

A a The 
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The Large fs with which he- Cartfled the 
People, when he entred upon his Gonfulfhip, 
was not little pieces of Money (of Gold or 
Silver) caftamongft them, nor a Collation of 
Fruits, Wines, and the like; but he gave them 
Fat Oxen, Camels, and Afles, to divide a- 
mongft them ; and Slaves to ferve them • 
This, he faid, was great, and becoming an 
Emperor, and for the Honour of Heliogabalus 
his God. 

He was very fevere upon the memory of 0- 
film Mtcrmus ; but yet worfe againft his 
Son for afluming the name of Antoninus : he 
called him a Pretended, a Spurious Antontnm ; 
and he could not endure to hear him well 
fpoken of ; nay he obliged (bme Perlbns, that 
writ his Life, to Slander him with things that 
were horrid and intolerable He fet up a Pub- 
lick Bath in the Court, which he expofed to 
the free u(e of all the World ; the defign where- 
of was only to .fee, what Men were the belt 
Provided for his u(e, and to take them to him- 
felf : for thofe were the Creatures , in the 
World, the moft in Vogue with him, and 
great Care was ufed to find them out, about 
all the Town, infomuch as out of the very 
Water men. 

In the mean time, the Perfons who Sifco- 
veredhisPra&hesthe moft to the World, were 
fuch efpecially, as had born him Company in 
the Exercifes of his Lulls, and had been wea- 
ned, with his Men, that were (o Potent, and 
lb filthily Hung. His deith was a thing, be- 
gun firft to be thought of amongft thofe of his 
own 
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own Family. Neither coald the Soldiers en- 
dure to fee fuch a Pert upon the Throne, and 
therefore they all turned their inclinations up- 
on Alexander, his Coufin German, whom the 
Senate (as it was laid) had Created Cafar at 
the death of Macr'mm. Aurelius Zoticus Ma- His fit- 
girtts was a very great FavoHrite unto Helioga- 
balus. All the Principal Officers of the Court JJ^ Ma ~ 
refpe&ed him, as if Magirus was the Husband, 
and Heliogabalus the Wife ; Magirus the Ma- 
iler, and Heliogabalus the Miftrefs. But the 
Matter did fo abufe the Tye of the Familia- 
rity which he had with this Miftrefs, that he 
made a Pra&ife by it of really cheating, out of 
their Money all the World at once. Some he 
threatned ; fbme he promifed ; took Money 
of all:*and coming out from Heliogabalus, 

His way Was, Sir, ItolJ the' Emperor this of you j 
J heard him jaj this of you, (to another.) Tba 
•will be done about you, (to a third.) And yet 
all falfe ; as all thefe fort of Men do, who 
when admitted to too great a Familiarity with 
Princes, make no fcrtipls to Sacrifice the Re- 
putation of them to their own advantages; 
Let the Princes themfelves be bad or good, it 
is the fame; for fo long as either through their 
Folly, or their Innocence, thsy do not per- 
ceive the Cheat ; it is Meat and Drink, and 
Honour, and Riches to fuch as purfue it. He- 
liogabalus perfectly Married this Man, and lay 
With him as his Bride ; and his word was, V't- 
pnuflj, Magirus: not bating him fo much as- 
the time that Magirus was fickof a Dofe that 
tad been palmed upon him by an angry Ri- 
A a % val. 
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ral. Then he askt the Philofophers, and the 
graveft Perfons about him, whether they in 
their Youths had not done the fame thing 
Which heexprefled in the Iewdeff words, for he 
never fpared for thofe, and a<3ed the Pofturei 
upon his Fingers, without any fenfe of Shame 
to be feen and heard by all the Company. 

He made his infranchifed Slaves the Pre 
fidents, Lieutenants, and Proconfuls of ths 
Provinces. The Commands in the Arnrj 
and all Places of Honour, he polluted wit! 
bafeborn and profligate Men. When he kep 
the Feaft of che Vintage, to which he hac 
invited feveral of the Nobility and Gentry 
Hn h:r- and the Company being repos'd, began im 
rti i>r.- pudenth- to ask firft the Graveft of them, 
mcacftr. 0 ne after another, Was be ready for'tbe Exit 
ctfts of Venus ? They blulhing at the Qpeftion ; 
he cryed ; He Blujhes, that's enough, bis ftltm 
gtves confent ; and then he told them of hii 
ow n Performances, and how he was ready to 
do ail thing* for his part without feeking a Veil 
for his Moaefty. The Graver Men blufhing 
ftill, and faying nothing, becaufe either their 
Age or thsir Honour refuted fuch Stuff, he 
piOjesJed to apply his Dilcourl'es to the young 
F;y, co whom he uttered all forts of filthy 
Q..2:i:on; ; who anfwe.ing him again fuch 
ch;ng;, as come from rhole of their Years: 
hcvva; mightily diverted, and laid, Tbunowit 
in be fr-e 1 and this is the right -way of kecfi% 
■ the Fea-i cf the Vintage. There were thofe in 
the Company that were lewd enough, and 
lome too that were old, and in appearance 
Philolo 
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Philofophers, with their Heads in Cap;, who 
confefled that they did indeed Jove the Female 
Part, and what Men they had that had ferved 
them in the Faculty of Husbands. But I can- 
not tell whether they did not dillemble, to in- 
gratiate themfelves the more in the favour of 
Heliogabalus, by the Correfpondence of their 
Vices unto his; 

He preferred one Man to be a Captain of Prefer j 
the Guards, who had been a Publick Stage- W* Pcr " 
Dancer at Romt. He made Gordius, a Coach- Jonu 
man, Captain of the Lieutenancy of the City : 
he made Claudius, a Barber, the Commiffary 
of the Stores, and to other Places he' pro- 
moted Men as they recommended themfelves 
to him by the large fize' of their Secrets. He 
made a Mule-driver a Commiffioner of the 
Tax, called Vicefma, together with a Poft- 
man, a Cook, and a Lockfmith. When he 
came either to the Camp or the Senate, it was 
in the Company of his Mother, whole Au- 
thority kept him a little in Countenance, and 
who was the firft Woman, as we have laid, that 
ever had that accefs to the Senate, to give her 
Vote there. At his Banquets he particularly 
loved to place by himfelf, and to Favour, the 
Bardalhes ; and took a great delight , to Hindis 
them, and to Provoke their Lulls, though it 
Was before all the Company. 

Whilft thefe things Daffed, he conceived a 
great difplealure againit Alexander his Coulin 
German, whom before he had Adopted i and yet 
ic was only, becaufe he would not be as lewd 
as he. He ordered him to be removed from 
A a 9 him $ 
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him ; and repented that he had adopted 
him, and ordered the Senate to Depofe him 
from the Dignity and Title of Cafar. But as 
Alexander was a very excellent Youth, and ac- 
ceptable to both the Senate and all the Gen- 
try, and beloved by the Soldiers, as he ap- 
proved himfelf worthy thereof afterwards in 
his Reign, the Senate when this motion was 
madetothem, was very-lilent upon it. Then 
Bis Hm Hihcgtfalwi Fury carried him upon the worft 
r o Alex- 0 f Wifhes. He fet Men exprefly to Murder 
J* 56 " him. In order to which,he retired hinifelf irom 
the Palace, to the Gardens by the old Temple 
of Hope\ as it he had defigned that Place, in 
the way of an Omen, -that he might fuc'ceed in 
his Hopes againft this fo promising, and fo ne- 
cefiary a Youth; whom he left behind him, 
in the Palace, in Company with his Mother 
and his Grandmother > and had commanded 
that he fhould be killed there. At the fame 
time he fent Orders to the Camp to abrogate, 
arfiongft them, his Title and Honour of Ca- 
far. He fent Perfons co belmear with Dirt his 
Statues, which werem the Camp; and to de- 
face the Infcriptions upon them, as it is done 
ufiially to the Statues of Traitors. He lent i% 
cther.-,that were his Attendants,ro engage them 
by promifes of Rewards and Honour, to kill 
him by what way Ibever they pleafed ; either 
in the Bath, or by Poifon, or the Sword. 

But the Counfcli ef the IVtcked are of no if- 
feci agamfi the Innocent. No Body by any en- 
deivours, could be prevailed with, to the per- 
petration of a Fad fo Villainous. On the 
contrary , all his Wea pons recoiled againft 
hinifelf ; 
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himfelf ; and thofe Perfons , by whom he 
aimed to cake away Alexander's Life, became 
the Matters of his own. All the Soldiers were 
in a Flame to fee the Statues and the Titles 
of Alexander befmeared . with Dirt. Some 
made towards the Palace, fome towards the 
Gardens in which Heliogabalus was; dire&ly^ 
to aflat the Caufe of Alexander, and to drive 
away this Impure Man, and in his Heart 
a Murderer, by violence from the Throne. 
Coming to the Palace, they firft took a care 
of the prefervation of the Perfon of Alexander, 
and his Mother, and Grandmother ; and fen: 
them to the Camp ; whither Semiamira the 
Mother of Heliogabalus, followed them on 
Foot, in x great difquiet for her Son, and to 
fee what (he was able to effe<5t in his Favour. 
From the Palace, they went to the Houfe 
where Heliogabalus was. They found him 
employed about a Match for a Chariot-Race i 
but withal full of expe&atiqn of the News, 
when it fhould come, that his Coufin-Gern%n 
was killed. The Hidden Noife of the Soldiers 
frightned him. He threw himfelf into a Cor- 
ner, and by the help of a Curtain hanging over 
a Chamber-door, efcaped out of their fight. 
So he dtfpatched one of the Captains of the 
Guards immediately to the Camp to appeafe 
the Soldiers there ; and another to fweeteri 
thofe, that were come- into the Houfe. An- 
tiocbianus was he who was employed to the 
latter : who fpoke to them, and upon their 
Oaths Conjured them to be fatisfied, and in- 
treated them fb kindly, that in fine he pre- 
vailed with them (they not being very many in 
A a 4 num- 
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number) to abandon their Enterprife for thai 
time. As to the other Ofljcer, who was fent 
to appeale the Camp, the Soldiers there re- 
plyed to him ; that they were willing to for- 
give Hcltogabalus ; provided that he would re- 
move the Impure Men, and the Charioteers, 
and Stage- Players from his Perfon, and would 
betake himlelf to Reafon: particularly they 
defired the removal of fiich as had made ufe 
of their Mimftry for a Cloak to Cheat all 
the World out of their Money. So Hierocles, 
a Mutiny GorJittt, Murtfiimut, and two more of his Lewd 
cf i tie Favourites; who as ill as he was, made him 
So'dieri much worfe , by the ablblute power which 
affeafed. t hey had over him, were removed. The Sol- 
diers further defired, that the Captains of the 
Guards mould take care not fo furFer him to 
lead (o ill a life again ; and that Alexander 
mould bepreferved in fafety from him, and 
not be yillted by any neither of his Company; 
beeaufe no Taint of their filthinefs or example 
fh^ld reach his imitation. But yet Helwgaba- 
ha, not only inflantly redemanded Hierocles, 
who was one that was moft extremely Lewd ; 
but he daily carried on defigns againft the life 
of the young Prince. Upon the Calends of 
January, when they both were appointed Con- 
fute together, he refuted to appear with him in 
the Proceffion, according to Cuflom, to the 
S;nate, and the Capitol. : till at laft his Grand- 
mother, and uis Mother told him, that the 
Soldiers were ready to Murder him, unlels he 
agreed better with his Coufin German ; and 
then, though k was twelve a Clock, firft he 
' pec 
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put on his Robes, and marched to the Senate ; 
whither his Mother repaired in a Chair at the 
fame time: but he would by no means beper- 
fuaded to go from thence to the Capitol to fi- 
nifh the Ceremony, and to perform the ac- 
cuftomed Vows and Rites there. For all things 
were done there by the Governonr of the Gi- ' 
ty, as in the cafe of the abfence of both the 
C'onfuls. 

Nor did he ftill forbear to profecute his de' 
fign againft the life of Alexander. But in the 
mean time fearing, that after he had killed 
him, the Senate would in return caft their 
thoughts upon another Emperor, he refblved 
to "be before hand with them, and on a hid- 
den he banifhed the Senate out of the" City. All The Sg- 
of them though their Chariots or Servants were n<u ' k*~ 
wanting, and their Equipages not in a readi- . 
nefs, were commanded neverthelefs immedi- 
ately to be gone. So they went > fome of them 
upon Carts, and others by any manner of Con- 
veniences, that Chance offered to them. *Sa- 
hinm, who had been a Conful, and one to 
whom Ulpian the Lawyer Dedicates his Books, 
carrying a little behind the reft, he fent for a 
Centurion, and commanded him to kill him. 
But fpeaking it fomething low, and the Cen- 
turion being a little deaf, the Centurion thought 
that his command had been to drive him out 
of the Town by force : which he did, and the 
milt2ke faved Sabmus his life. At the fame 
time he Banifhed Ulpian, for no other reafbn, 
but becaufe he was an Honeft Man, and like- 
wile the Rhetorician Silvintts, who had been 
^kxandtx\ 
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Alexanders Mafter » and the latter he after- 
wards put to death : but Ulpian was fpared. 

But the Soldiers, and efpeciafly thofe of the 
Guards, knowing what Rods Heliogabalusjfi«r 
making for their Backs , and oblerving the 
grudge that he bore them, for that 1 laft at- 
tempt, in which they had reicued Alexander 
out of his Hands, relolved upon a Confpiracy 
with one another, for the deliverance of the 
State. Accordingly they fell firft upon his 
Le-vd AiTociates ; whom they put to death in 
feveral ways ; Tome by ripping them up, and 
taking out their Entrails ; fome by boring them 
His A]Jc- through the Fundament; that their deaths and 
nates mi c h e ir lifes mould be alike. Next they broke 
fian. by violence in upon himfelf; who fled for 
ftielter into a Houfe of Office. They killed 
him there; then they dragged him through the 
Streets. They added this Defpite to his Body 
that they threw it into the Kennel ; and the 
Kennel not being big enough for it, they 
faftned a weight to it, that it Ihould not 
float and be afterwards found, and buryed, 
and i'o cafl_ it from the lAZmihan Bridge into 
the River of Tjber. But before they threw him • 
into the Tyher, they had dragged him up and 
down the Cirque. His Name, that is, that of 
Antoninus was erafed, and nothing but that of 
Varim Heltogabalm was left to ftand upon the 
Records, becaufehe had fomuch affe&ed, to 
retain nothing but the Name, to ftew him- 
lelr to be the Son of an Antoninus. They 
called him after his death, the Tjberme, Drag- 
ged, Impure Hchogabalus , and by many other 
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luch Names, upon any occafion of remark- 
ing the Paflages of his Reign. Of all the 
Princes, he was the only one that was both 
dragged and thrown into the Kennel, and 
thrown into the Tyber too. It was what befel 
him from the general hatred in which he died, 
and which Princes by his Exanfple ought to 
take great heed how they incur; becaufe, if 
fo be that they live fo, as not to merit the Lore 
of either the Senate, People, or Soldiers ; nei- 
ther will they be thought to delerve the Ho- 
nour to be buried. His publtck Works were,.H« 
he built a Temple to his God Htlitgabalui, Ue 
whom (ome interpret the Sun, fome Jupiter. 
He repaired the Amphitheatre after a Fire. 
He carried on the Work of the Baths, that had 
been begun by his Father, but which had been 
left imperfed for want of lome Galleries to 
them, which therefore this Prince enterpri- 
led ; but neither were thole brought unto their 
laft perfection till the Reign of Akxandtr 
Srvcrus. 

He was the laft of the Princes of the Name 
of Antoninus. And certainly the Life, the Man- 
ners, and the Lewdnefs of him are 16 odious, 
that as the Senate eraled out of the publick Re- 
cords his Name of Antoninus, my lelflhould 
not give it him, but for the lake of diftinclion, 
and the Laws of Hiftory, which oblige me. 
His Mother Semiamira was killed with him ; a 
Woman without Honour, and worthy of fuch 
a Son » upon whofe account, it was before'all 
things ordained by the Senate, after his Death, 
that no Woman for the future ihould ever be . 

received 
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received a Member there again, and the Head 
of him by whom this had been done, contrary ' 
to the Sentiments of all the World, they de- 
voted to Hell for it. Many were-the obfceni- 
ties of his Life, which I think not fit to men- 
tion. His Riot in lome things, when a private 
Man, and mothers when Emperor, and what 
concerns his Luxury in that kind, I may the 
better defcnbe. For even in his private Life, 
he profefled to imitate the Luxury of Apicius; 
and when Emperor, his Examples were Nero, 
Otbo, and ViteUsm. 
His Lu- He was the firft of all private Men, who co- 
XUT > vered his Bed with furniture of Cloth of Gold, 
hs H»uf e . wh , ch hfi dl£ j j fl virtue 0 f an a<&, that had 

admitted K of Marcus Antoninus, when that Em- 
peror made an Au&ion of all the unneceflary 
moveables of his Houfhold to raile Money for 
the Marcomamuck War. He garnifhed his En- 
tertainments throughout the Summer, with 
Glaflej and things, all of the fame colour, and 
the cohjur every day various. He was the firft 
that furnilhed his Kitchin with Pots and Pans 
of Silver, whereof fome were of a hundred 
pound weight, and ingraved with venereal Fi- 
gures. He firft brought up the Wines of the 
infuhon of Maftick, Roles, and other things, 
which the Luxurious have at this day- For 
though the Wine of the infulion of Rofes had 
been invented before, yet he rendred thatftill 
more fragrant by a mixture in it of the Pine. 
Neither do we read of fb many feveral mix- 
ture of Wi .es before the time of Heliogabahs, 
every moment of whole Life was fpent in 
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queft of new Pleafures. He is the firft that 
made a fort of Saufages of Fifh, fuch as Oy- 
fters, Mufcles, Lobfters, Grabs, Shrimps. His 
Dining- Rooms, Tables, Couches, and Galle- 
ries where he eat or walked, were ftrewed 
with Rofes, Lilies, Violets, Hyacinths, Daffo- 
dils, and air forts of Flowers. He went not 
into the Baths, but they were firft perfumed with 
noble Oyntmems, or Saffron. - The Pallets, 
upon which he repofed himfelf at Table, were 
of the SJfins of Hares, or the Feathers of Par- 
tridges, and he often changed his leaning Pil- 
lows for foftnefs. Sometimes jie vilified the 
Senate to, that he called them Slaves of tbe 
long Robe \ and the People of Rome, the poor 
Labourer t of one Field ; and flighted the Efu- 
(trian Order, as worth nothing. He often 
took the Governor of the City, and the Cap- 
tains of the Guards, to drink with him after 
Supper, and fpared them not their meafare. 
He had defigned, if he had lived, to appoint 
a diftind Governour to every Region of the 
City, in all fourteen, which was to be a pre- 
ferment for fo many of his Pimp^ the filthieft 
of Men, and of the bafeft profeffion of Life. 
He had Couches of Mafly Silver, both for his 
Dinirig-Rooms and his Chambers. He was 
ferved with Dirties frequently in imitation of 
the Luxury of dpicius, of the Hoofs of Camels, 
tbe Combs of Cocks cut off from item alive, and 
the Tongues of Peacocks and Nigbttngals ; becaufe 
he faid, Tbcfe are good things again]} an Epi- 
lepftc. He taught the Court the Dainties of 
the Intrails of Barbels, tbe Brains of RedTatls s 
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the Eggt of Partridges, tin Brains of Tbr»(bes, 
and the Heads of Parrels, Tbfafants, and Peacocks. 
It is to be admired, how he gathered together 
luch a quantity of the Fins of Barbels, that he 
had great Dirties and large Plates ferved of 
them, being things as rare as they are ufelefs. 
And which is altogether aftonirtiing, he fed 
his Dogs with the Livers of Geefe. 
Other of Lions and Leopards, being firft difarme^ of 
bis immc- t {j C j r claws and Teeth, and taught by Mutters 

mtes' ^ to taraC ' an< * to * now tne ^ r Commands, he 
' had a great delight in- And attheTecond or 
third Services, on a hidden, he called them 
into the Room to him, where the Company 
not knowing that they were difarmed, it was 
a mighty laughing matter to him to fee what 
a vain Fright it gave them. He fent Raifins 
in the Sun to be put into the Mangers to his 
Horfes. He fed hh Lions and his other fierce 
Beads, with Parrets and Pheafants. For ten 
days together, he had once every day ferved 
up to him thirty of the Meats that are made of 
the hinder Part of fo many Sows newly far- 
rowed. His Peafe were garnilhed with Grains 
of Gold. His Lentils with precious Stones, 
which matched them. His Beans with Beads 
of Amber, and his Rice with Pearl. Pearl 
. was fprirrk4ed amongft his Fiih and his Mulh- 
rooms, like fb much white Pepper. He fbme- 
times ftifled fome of his Company at Table, 
with the vaft number of Violets, and other 
Flowers, made by a Contrivance to fall upon 
their Heads- 
It is (aid, that he reprefented a Fight of 
Gallies 
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Gallies in the Amphitheatre, upon a Sea all of 
Wine, which was let in by the Pipes. At the 
feme time he perfumed the Seats for the People, 
with fweet Oyntments. He ran a Race of four 
Chariots drawn by four Elephants a piece, upon 
the Vatican, being himfelf the Driver, and le- 
velling the ground for the purpofe ; and another 
within the G^ccuit of his Palace, of as many Ca- 
mels drawing, jhe Chariots. He once ordered a 
great quantity of Serpents to be gathered toge- 
ther for him ; fb when he had them, he let them 
fly fuddenly amongft the Company that was af- 
fembled in the Cirque at a publick Shew, of 
whom many were bitten, and others put to the 
fcamper to Lave themfelves. He had fbme Tu- 
nicks Co thick befet with Jewels, that he faid, 
He was even loaded wttb the weight of bis finery. 
He wore at his Shoes, Jewels of the Cut of the 
greateft Artifts, which was but thought ridicu- 
lous; as if the finenefs of the Stone, and the 
gravery, fignified at the Foot any thing where 
it could not be diftinguifhed. He drehed his 
Head with Jewels, to make him look more 
of the Countenance of a Lady. He made great 
Ponds of Sea- water in the inland Parts at a 
great diftance from the Sea, and filled them 
with Fiih from the Sea. He had Mountains 
of Snow in Summer preferved for him, which 
was fetched from all Parts. He never would 
eat Fifh near the Sea; but in places at a very 
great dirtance from the Sea, he would be al- 
ways (erved with the Curiofities of the Sea; 
and treated the very Rufticks there with the 
foft Roes of Lampnes and Sturgeons. 
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His Fifh was dreflcd with an Art, that when 
they were brought upon the Table, they look- 
ed as if they were alive, juft taken out of the 
Water. He bathed and (warn in Ponds of 
Aromatick Wine, which were filled in an in- 
ftant for him, and fprinkled with the Flowers 
of Rofes ; himfelf and all the People drink- 
ing of the Wine of the Ponds, and his Seat in 
them perfumed with exquifite Nard/ For his 
Lamps, he had of the Oyl of Balm. He never 
Jay with the fame Woman twice, nnlefi it was 
his Wife His Houfe was a Bawdy-boufe 
for all his Company, Friends and Servants. 
His Suppers never coft lefs than one hundred 
thoufandSefterces; and (bmerimes reckoning 
all things, he fupped at the rate of thrice that 
Expence. He out-did the fumptuous Suppers 
both of Aficius and the Emperor Vittlliut. His 
Fiihing-Nets were drawn out of the Ponds, by 
a Yoke of Oxen. He tied fome of his poor 
Retainers (ometimes to a Wheel which went 
under Wacer ; in which, giving them a good 
plunge, and then up again, he faid, Tbofe 
•were hts Friends of the Race of Ixion. He 
pav'd the Courts before the Palace, with La- 
ceJ^KOnian and Pcrpbjry Marble, which was 
alio yet in being in our memory, and but late- 
ly taken up and changed. He had defigned 
to give to the" City a large Column, having an 
afcent within it to the top, where he intended 
to place the God Hthogabalut . But though he 
propofed to fetch the Stone from Ibtbau 
in Egjft, he could not be provided with a 
Rock that was great enough for his Work. 
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He many times had an humor, : when his His vain 
Company was well in drink, to lock them up,,Frolicl(s. 
and in the Night on a fudden to fend in lions* 
Leopards, and Bears (difarmed) into the, 
Room to them ; that when they awaked iq 
the Morning, or which was. wor/e, in ,thq 
NigKt, and found themfelves. , in the fame 
Room with Lions, Bears and, panthers; they 
were fometimesi ftruck dead with the fright. 
As to others of his Guefts of an inferiour Con- 
dition, he placed them upon Sacks about the Ta- 
ble, filled only with Wind, which being let out, 
fuddenjy, they werethrowndown jn an infhntr 
at the foot of the Table, with their, Meat in their. 
Mouths. When the Players upon the Stage' 
had fometimes pretended to punilh a Man for 
Adultery, for example thus and thus, in Jhew ;. 
he hath commanded the faid Puniflbments to. 
be literally executed. He was Iq kind to the 
Whores, that he often redeemed them at the 
Hands of all fuch as made a Traffick of them ; 
and paid for their freedom, and then let them 
at Liberty. He had often Gladiators to fight 
before him, as he and his Company were ac 
Table together. He caufed a Banqueiting- 
Room to be let up for him in the Amphi- 
theatre, where, as he dined, he fed his Eyes 
with the Combats of Gladiators, and the Chale 
of Wild Bealls. He was the firft of the Ro- 
mans chat ever wore a Garment of Velvet. 
He never put on the lame Linen twice ; he 
laid, It was for Beggars to wear Linen twice 
■>»ajhe4. He appeared in publick after Supper 
oftentimes in a Dalmatick, calling hmfelt' a 
B b FabisH 
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lAim and a Scipn, when he was in this effe- 
minate Drels, only becaufe thofe Perfons had 
fom crime worn it in their Youths, which were 
delicate to a Fauh. He pickt up all the Wo- 
men of Pleafure that he could find about the 
Cirque, the Play-houfe, the Race, the Battfc 
and wherever they were; and aflemblmg them 
all together in fome pubKck Houfe, he made 
an Harangue to mem in die Phrafe of ntj ft/- 
low Soldiers, as it was a General fpeakmg to his 
Army, and men he treated upon the Quefti- 
ons with them concerning the feveral torts of 
Poftures and infamous Pieafures. New he 
had the like Conference wkh all the Pimps 
and lafcivious Catamites, old and young, that 
were to be gotten from all Parts. He drefled 
himfelf in the Habit of a Lady, being to meet 
thefe, with his Breads bare ; and having con- 
cluded his Speech to them, he promhed them 
for their Encouragement, as if they were fo 
many old Soldiers that had well ferved in his 
Caufe, a Donative of three pieces of Gold each, 
definng them to pray to the Gods, to make 
him happy in the good encreafe of their Com- 
pany. 

He commanded his Servants upon a piece 
of Work which is fufficientiy ridiculous, and 
yet he did it with promifes to them of a Re- 
ward for their care and pains in it, which was 
this; that they mould bring him a thoufand 
pound weight of Spiders. He had gotten to- 
gether, at length, by this means, no lefs than 
ten times that weight ; from whence he faid, 
it was ealie to make a Jadgment of the Great- 
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nels of the City of Rome. He lent the Ser- 
vants of his Kitchin to fome with Veflels, fitp- 
pofed to be full of Provifion that he had pre- 
iented them with ; but when they were open- 
ed, they were found full of Frogs, Scorpions, 
Serpents and Flies. Dining, or dipping he 
had continually Chariot Races run before the 
Rooms and Galleries, where he was; in which 
he obliged old Men, and fome of the moll 
honourable too, to mount the Box, for the 
greater diverfion. He ordered ten thoufand 
Mice, one thoufand Weafels, and another thou- 
land of Rats to bfi gathered together, and 
Ihewn to him at ooce. He often tantalized 
his poor Retainers with Mock-Dinners, done 
all in Glafe, or Wax, or Ivory, or Earthen 
Ware s upon their Tables and their Napkins, 
they had Services curioufly rewefanted in 
Paintings, all which did not hinder them, but 
they might ftarve for Hunger, and yet none 
dared to complain of the excellency of the 
Feaft, but walhed* and went away, as if they 
had dined never fo well. He commanded 
that out of the publick Stores of Corn, which' 
Trajan and Sevtrtu had amafled for the Ser- 
vice of the People of Rome, for feven Years, 
at a certain Rate of (o much a Year, there 
fhouid the allowances of two Years, be given 
to the Whores, Pimps, and Catamites about 
the Town ; the firft Year, to go to as many 
of them as lived within; the fecond, to as 
many of them as lived without the Walls of 
the City. 
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He had fbmetimes four great Dogs to draw 
his Chariot, as well after he was Emperor as 
b- r orc, when he was at his private Seat in the 
Country. He appeared at other times in pub- 
lick, drawn by four great Stags ; at other times 
by Lions ; and then he caufed himfelf to be 
called the Mother of the Gods : Sometimes 
Tygers, and then he named himfelf Bacchus, 
whofe Chariot is drawn by Tygers ; and at 
the fame time he habited himfelf as thofe Dei- 
ties are reprefented, whom he imitated. He had 
at Rome of the little Dragons of Egjft, as alfo 
Sea horfes, a- Crocodile, a Rhinocerot, and of 
all the ftrange Beafts of Egyvt, that were ca- 
pable to be tranfported. Oftriches were often 
a part of his Bill of Fare. He once entertain- 
ed the principal Perfons of the City, upon 
Seats all made of Saffron, which was wonder- 
ful ; and to complement them, he laid, It was 
but Grafs in compartfm to what tbej Jejer- 
vcd. He paffed the A&ions of the Day in 
the Night, and thofe of the Night in the Day; 
efteeming this as neceflary a part of Luxury, 
as any thing. In the Evening he role, and 
received the Complements of the Court for 
that Day ; when it was Morning, he went to 
Bed again. He daily prefented his Favourites 
with fomething or other of importance. Hs 
fufFercd no one fcarce to go from him, but hs 
made him a Prelent, as if it was of a thing 
only that he had found, and that he did not 
value it fo much, as to keep it himfelf. 

His Coaches and his Chariots were gilt, and 
all covered with Jewels ; he fcorned fuch as 
were 
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were but filver'd over, or done with Ivory or 
Brafs. He fbmetimes cauled his Chariot to be 
drawn by naked, young, and very handfbme 
Girls ; two, or three, or four, or more of a 
Front ; and as they were all naked, fo for rhe 
moft part was he. He had alio this Cuftom, 
to invite to his Banquets eight old Men, all 
with bald Heads ; eight others blind of one 
Eye; eight others lame of the Gout; eight o- 
thers that were Deaf; eight Blacks; eight o- 
thers that were fo fat, that their Table could 
(carce hold them ; and then his Fancy was to 
make himfelf and the Court merry with 
them all round. All the filver Plate that was 
(erved at his Banquets, and all the drinking 
Cups, and Side- board VefTels, he gave away 
frankly araongft the Company, and did this 
often. Then as a matter of great importance, 
he propofed it to the Company, to invent e* 
very one fbme new Rules about Pickles, and 
Sawces, and fine Eating ; they did fb, and he 
whole Invention was pleafing to his Palate, 
received for it a great Reward in a Gar- 
ment of Silk, which at that time was a Ra- 
rity, and held in great Honour. But he whofe 
Invention had difpleafed him, he defired him 
to eat only always of that Difh, till he fhould 
find a better put. He was always placed him- 
felf in a Seat in the midft of Flowers, and 
precious Odours. He loved nothing but what 
he was told, was very dear ; Becaufe, he faid, 
the grtetntft of the Trice ratfetb the Appetite. 

He was a perfed Monfieur- Ragou in his Houfe, 
as alfo a Perfumer, a Vintner, and a Pimp, 
B b ; and 
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and caufed himfelf to be drawn in Pi&ures ac- 
cordingly. At one Supper he hath had the 
Heads of fix hundred Oftriches, for the lake 
only of the Brains. Sometimes his Banquet 
was in this manner. He had two and twenty 
Services of all forts of Viands, whofe Names 
at each Service, which was made in the order 
of the Letters of the Alphabet, began all with 
one and the fame Letter. Then betwixt every 
Ser\ice they walhed, and after that, every 
Man betook himfelf to his Miftrefe ; he and 
his Friends, and they were to fwear, that it was 
not without an accomplinVd Pleafure. Ano- 
ther time, his Banquet was in this manner; 
he ordered each Service to be made ready at 
the Houfe of a feveral Friend, and as one li- 
ved by the Capitol, another upon Mount P«- 
latttu, another ac a third place, another upon 
Mount C^has, and another on the othei iide 
of the Tyber ; the Company all went to every 
one's Houfe to eat each Service in order ; and 
then wafhing at each Service and enjoying 
their Miftreiles, the whole day was fcarcetime 
enough for them to finilh one Feaft. Some 
fay, that he built Baths in feveral Places, and 
only wafhed once in them, and then imme- 
diately deftroyed them, for fear of accuftonv 
ing himfelf to any ; and that he did the fame 
with feveral Houfes and Apartments that he 
built. But I am apt to think, that thofe things 
and many others, which exceed all belief, are 
raiher impofed upon him by Perfom who 
have been willing entirely to blacken his me- 
mory, only to make him fo much the better 
foil ;or his SuccefTour. It 
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It is (aid, that he redeemed one Courtelan, 
who was very handfome, at the Price of a 
Hundred Thoufand Sefterces > and afterwards 
honoured her, as much, as if file was a Virgin 
untouched. One asking him, whilft he was 
a private Man, being then fo Extravagant, i£ 
he did not fear the becoming Poor ; he an- 
fwered, fVbst eon I do bettor for my felf, than 
to be my own HUr, and the Heir of my Wife ? 
However, he had Effaces demtfed to him by a 
great many , in confideration of his Father. 
He laid that he defired to have no Children, 
for fear, that it (hould make him a good Huf- 
band. Inftead of Coals, he burnt Frankin- 
cenfe, Cinnamon, Caflia, and other Indian 
Sweet-Woods for his Fires, in his Dining 
Rooms. He never when a private Man, tra- 
velled with lefs than a Train of fixty Car- 
riagesj which made his Grandmother many 
times to lay of him, that he would fpend all. 
But when Emperor, he never went but with a 
Train of fix hundred; faying.that the King of 
Perfia, when he travels, employs Ten Thou- 
fand Camels; and Nero had been attended in- 
to the Country with Fifteen Hundred Chari- 
ots : The occafion of which great Train of 
Htliogakaltu, was the multitude of his Pimps, 
Bawds, Whores, Bardaues, and his filthy Crew 
of Men and Women, that he had always 
with him. Bathing he was always accom- 
panied with Women ; whom he moft offici- 
oully rubbd and fmooth'd, and took away 
their luperfluous Hair , with a depilatory 
Unguent, made for that pur pole ; and which, 
B b 4 after, . 
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after them, he ufed to himfelf, and took off 
his Beard with it : and after this, he with a 
Rafour, with his own Hand fhaved, what can- 
not modeftly be fpoken of; the Men alfbthat 
he loved, and to whom hefubje&ed his Body in 
the nature of a Miftrefs ; for the filthy plea- 
fures that he found in them. He ffrcwed one 
whole Gallery belonging to the Baths, all over 
with the Duft of Gold and Silver ; regretting 
that it could not be done with Amber too : and 
this he did often, whirherfoever he ftirred out 
on Foot, if it was but to his Horfe, or to his 
Coach ; as the Cuftom is, to do it with the 
fineft Sand to the Emperors at this day. 

He never wore the fame Pair of Shooes 
twice. It is denyed that he ever put on the 
fame Rings twice. His beft Robes he often- 
times tore and fl ;flied in pieces. He com- 
manded Ships to be lunk in the Port , that 
were come in from abroad, laden with Mer- 
chandifes; faying that this was a mark of a 
great Spirit. His Clofeftools were of Gold ; 
and hs Chamber Pots were of Alabafter and 
Myrrh HaJ J, he /'aid, Ever an Heir, 1 
ivottld appoint him fucb a Governour, as (hculd 
oblige btm to do all the things that I have Jove, or 
fall Jo. He tad alio this Cuftom wjth him ; 
thjt one day, he would have nothing at his 
Tabic b; t Pheafants, and all his Services fhould 
be of the tfefb of Phealants dreft in leveral 
ways. Another day nothing but Pullets. A- 
notherday allr.f one fort of Fifh- Another, of 
another. Anoiher day ail Pork. Another 
day all Of riches. Another day all Herbs; 
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and fb of Fruits, and milk Meats, and fweet 
Meats. He often faid to his Company, that he» 
had provided them Miftrefles of extraordinary 
Beauty to lie with ; as they would find when 
they went to their Beds. But he fent them to 
Bed in the dark, becaufe they fhould not fee 
their Faces, till the next Morning ; and then, 
who were they, but old Negroe Women ? He 
pat the fame Trick upon them, with Negroe 
Boys. He laughed fb loud in Publick, that 
fbmetimes in the Playhoufe, no body was 
heard but only he. He Sung, he Danced to the 
found of the Flute, he founded the Trum- 
pet, he played upon the Shepheards Pipe, 
and touch'd very well the Organ. He hath 
gone about in one day to all the Whores of 
the Cirque, the Playhoufe, the Amphitheatre, 
and all parts of the City difguifed : and giving 
them, every one, fome pieces of Gold in their 
Hand ; without cfFe&ing any with them : lays 
he, Antoninus gives you this, but ieB no body. 

He invented certain new ways for his Lufts, 
in which he out-did the monftrous Poftures of 
all former times, and all the Conjunctions of 
Tiberius, Caligula and Nero, His Fortune was His dettb 
foretold him by the Priefts of Syria, that as he foretold. 
would be a great Profaner of the means that 
ferve to Generation ; fo he fhould one day 
come to dye by his own Hands. He believed 
it, and provided himfelf therefore for ir. For 
he had provided himfelf filken Cords, if ne- 
cedity was, to Hang himfelf. He had provi- 
ded himfelf Swords of Gold, if neceffity was, 
to Scab himfelf. He had provided himfelf 
Pay 
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Poyfons, which he carried about him in Erne- 
• raids, Jacynths, and other Pretious Stones, if 
any thing ill happened, that he could no o- 
therwHe avoid, to Poyfon himfelf. He had 
built a very high Tower, with fteps to it of 
Gold, enriched with pretious Stones, from 
whence to throw himfelr down headlong : be- 
came he -would hmit bk death, he (aid, to be, 
at hit life wat,fumftmmi there fooulA be a lively 
hnagt of Luxury in u ; and it Jheuld he faid, that 
no body bad dyed h % at be. But all this fignifkd 
J J '<*}■ nothing. For he was killed by a Rabble of 
JyJ be Soldiers ; and dragged moft naftily through 
the Streets ; and drawn through the Kennel, 
and at laft thrown into the River of Tyber ; 
with whom ended the Princes of the name of 
Antonpms. A name, to which if his Birth, as 
it was Spurious, was any Title ; yet his Life 
was the lad Dilgrace to it , in the fight of 
all the World. 

Tour mo ft Sacred Majtfiy, O Cmftantme, will 
perhaps think it Grange, with others; that this 
Peft, which I have given this account of, was 
fuffered to Reign fo long, as almoft three whole 
years; and that none appeared in the mean 
time to re (cue out of his Hands the Honour 
of the Roman Empire: becaufe in the Reigns 
of Nero, Calntila ) VtteUim, and the reft of the 
Princes of this (lamp, there never wanted a 
Man to murder a Tyrant. But above all 
things, Pardon me if I have been ©ffenfive 
to your modefty in any of ths Paflages of fo 
diffolute a Life : I have willingly fuppreffed a 
great many other of hii Lewdneffes, becauie 
I could 
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I could not name them for fhame: and as for 
thofe, that I have named, as they are what I 
have found amongft divers Writers, fo I have 
wrapped them up in as clean a Napkin as I 
could ; remembring very well, what your Ma- 
jefty h ufed to (ay ; That to be an Emperor is a 
(Iroak of mere Fortune ; which raifes fometimes 
very Indifferent, and fometimes the Worft of 
Men to be fo : and your Majefty does very 
gracioufly to add to that, That it lies ufmtbe 
Terfons tbemftlv.es, wbom Fortune batb reduced 
under tbat neceffity of an Empire, te make them- 
felves worthy of the Place, where they are. 

Thus much concerning therefore Varius An- 
toninus Helisgabalus. It is what I have col- 
le&ed indifferently out of the Greek and La- 
tin Hiftorians. Your Majefties Commands 
to me, to prefent you with thjs Life in its 
place, after the others which are antecedent 
to it, and which your Majefty hath accepted, 
was an Authority abundant to me to fuper- 
fede all thofe thoughts that had otherwifc 
made me unwilling, and poflefTed me with a 
Relu&ancy to meddle in a thing of this 
Nature. I fhall now proceed to the Lives of 
thofe that follow. The firfl of which is, that 
moft excellent Prince , Alexander Stvtrus ; 
who was one of thirteen }ears Reign. Then 
there will be Aurelian, who was another excel- 
lent Prince; and Claudius, of whom, being 
the Author of your Majafty's Race, I mould 
be afraid to write the real Truth to you, left 
thofe who have not all the refpeci that they 
ought, for the praifes which are due to great 
Souls, 
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Souls, fhould pretend that I Flatter, if I did 
not know, that I mould be fully juftified by 
others in all that I have to (ay. To thefe is 
to be added Dtocltjian, the Father of an Age 
of Gold; and Maximum, the Father of an 
Iron Age, as they commonly call them ; with 
all the reft, to the Perfon of your Majefty; 
whole Reign, I would fay, Sir, yours, will be 
a Subject to employ the Eloquenteft Pens, and 
happy are they to whom Nature is fo kind, to 
have enabled them with gifts for fo grand a 
Work. Nor yet are we to omit Ltcmius, or 
Marcus Aureltus Sever**, or Mtxentim ; whofe 
Rights are all devolved upon your Majefty ; 
and from whofe Virtues we ought not to dero- 
gate : For though it is the method of the Ge- 
nerality of Writers to take away from the un- 
fuccefsful and the beaten Side, yet I fhail think 
this an unfif thing to be done, when I confi- 
der, that when I lhall have faithfully faid all 
the good of them, that I can find in our Me- 
moirs to be never fb true, yet it will all but 
make fo much the greater AccefOon to your 
Glory. 
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AFter that Peft of an Emperor, Var'm 
Htliogabalm was killed, who had re- 
ally nothing of a true Antoninus in 
him ; and therefore as the Senate, by their 
Authority, degraded him from that name, and 
erafed it out of the Records, fo neither am I 
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very willing to give it him. Aurtliut Alexander 
ffs Ex- Severus his Coufin-German, who was Born at 
tri&ivn. the City of Area C*Jorea in ttmieia in Syria, 
being the Son of Variut MarceBnity Mammaa, 
the Sifter o\ Semiamrt, the Mother of Helioga' 
balm, received the Empire to the general Re- 
lief and Comfort of Mankind. He toad fome 
year* Wdne been Created C*far be the Senate, 
at the time of the death of Opiliui Macrmus ; and 
Honours aow t h e Senate both made him Emperor, and 
t0 gave him the Title of the Father of the Coun- 
try, and inveftei him wkh the Tribttnitian and 
Protonlular Powers; and with the fight of a 
Jnfth Reference, all in one and the fame day. 
And for fear tn*c foch an accumulation of 
Honours mould feem to be Precipitate, I will 
here in the firft place mention the Reafon, as 
well why he fhffered it on hb part , as why 
the Senate had thought fit to 4o it on theirs; 
bacaufe certainly othefwife, it was neither for 
the Gravity of the Senate to confer all thofs 
things at once ; nor for the Reparation of a 
good Prince fo to accept them. The Army 
had (everal times been guilty of a Pfa&ice of 
makrng whom they pfeafed Emperors in a 
harry, and changing them as eafily, when they 
had done; faying, in the defence of themfelv-es, 
that they did noc know that the Senate had on 
their part nominated any Perfon at all to the 
Empire. For thus they had fet up Pefeemint Ni- 
ger, Cbiim Albmus, and Avidius Cafius ; at here- 
tofore they did Julius I' index, and Luciut Ante- 
nius. Severus was hraifelf fet up by them, in one 
place, about the lame time that Niger was in 
ano- 
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another, and Albinus in another ; and yet then 
the Senate had actually appointed Didtus JuU- 
anns to fccceed after Pirtinax. And this thing 
had oceafioned Civil- Wars in the Empire ; in 
which Countrymen againft Countrymen 
fighting, what were they but Murderers oiw 
of another? Upon this account therefore it 
was that all expedition was ufed to invert A- 
kxanier Severus with aH the Honours of the 
Grown immediately, and at once, which he 
fhould other wile have received lucceffively and 
inthecourfeof many years. And this was yet 
farther promoted, by the very great inclinati- 
on which both (he Senate and the People had 
towards him, after that Pert, who had not on- 
ly difhonoured the name of the Amomnuf e^, 
bat was a flume to all the Roma* Empire. So 
all the marks of Power, and the Titles of 
Honour, belonging to theCrown, were given 
him wkh a forwardnefs, in which every one 
appeared to have an Emulation to excel. He 
was the firft of all the Emperors that ever 
received lb many Royalties ail at one time: 
and indeed his Quality, as he had been al- 
ready for fome years a Cafitr, fpoke for him> 
but yet the honefty of his Life and Manners 
did it much more ; and it had gained him be- 
fides a great eftcem, that Htliogtbdm had at- 
tempted to kill him, but could not, becaule of 
the Opposition to it of the Soldiers and the So* 
nate. And then that which Crowns all, is; 
he approved himfelf worthy of chat Care that 
the Senate had taken of his Preservation, wor- 
thy of the AfFc&ions of the Soldiers, and 
worthy 
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worthy of the Sentiments all good Men had 
td prefer him, as they did, to the Empire 

His Mother being called Mammaa, as I 
Gid, he is mentioned by a great many by the 
Mios of Jiex*nJerMamm<e*t, from her. This 
His Edu- Alexander from a Child, was fo inftru&ed in 
the knowledge of the good Arts concerning 

^ ' the things, as well Civil as Military, that he 
willingly fufFered not one day to pafs, in which 
he did not exercife himfelf in the one or the 
other. His firft Mafters, in his Infancy, for 
the Elements, were Valerius Cordut, Tttm Vt- 
tttrim, and Aurtlim Pbilipptu, a Servant of his 
Fathers, who hath fince writ his life. His Ma- 
fter jn the Grammar, was Neon; in Rheto- 
rkk, Sertpion; and in Philofbphy, Stjlion: 
that is, this was in his own Country, and for 
the Grecian Learning- At Rome, for the 
Latin, his Matter in the Grammar was Scau- 
rtntn, the Son of the famous Dodor of that 
name; in Rhetorick, Juhta Frmmm, B*bm 
Mxrmus, and Julim Gramanut ; of the lat- 
ter of which, there are Declamations now 
extant. But in the Latin Learning, his Pro- 
ficiency was not over-gieat ; as it fufficiently 
appears by his Speeches which he made to the 
Senate; and thofe others that he made to the 
Soldiers and to the People. Nor did he very 
much love the Latin Eloquence. But the 
learned Men in it, he bad a great. eftcem for, 
and apprehended thir Pens ; for he was not 
willing that they Ibould give him an ill report 
in their Writings ; therefore he thought them 
worthy to be by him upon all occafions ; and 
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with eyery thing that he did, publicly or 
privately, if they had not been prefent at it, he 
acquainted them himfelf, and defired thera to 
be informed carefully of the truth of all things, 
and accordingly to reprefent them to the 
World. 

He renounced the Title of Vmmw, that His Mo. 
is Lord ; and ordered that they fhould write ^fl> an ^ 
Letters to him, as to a private Perfon, refer- ^deratr 
vingonfy the name of Emperor. He refilled 
the Jewels, to his Shooes and his Cloaths, which 
had been worn by Helicgabalus. He went in 
a White Veftment, as he is commonly Drawn j 
and plain, not Embroidered nor Fringed with 
Gold ; and of the Common Stuffs. He car- 
ried himfelf fb frankly with his Friends, that 
he often obliged them to fit down by him ; 
and! went to their Houfes to their Entertain- 
ments without Ceremony; and received them 
again continually to his own "fable without a 
formal Invitation. He was to be waited upon, 
with as eafie Accefs as a Senator : whereas be- 
fore in fbme other Reigns, a Prince would not 
fuffer himfelf to be feen. He was Hand- His Per- 
fome, as to>his Perfon, and well made, aswe^ 0 "^- 
fee him at this day in his Pi&ures, and Statues. 
He had a Cavalier Meen and Stature, his 
Strength anfwerable; and he both knew his 
Vigour, and took care to preferve it. Some 
called him the Pious Mtxandtr, he was fb ami- 
able, at leaft as a good and ufeful Prinee, all 
the Earth efleemed him. He drew a Lot at the 
Temple of Fortune, at the City of Paltflrin*, in 
C « the 
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the rime that Helmabalm waited for his Life, 
out of Vtr£il\ which was this, tAln.6, 

• Suput fata afpera rumpar t 

Tu Marcellm eris. 

Which was as much as to fignifie; That if be 
but efcaped the prefent Danger, that be was in, 
be would be a glorioat Emperor. 
O:cifion The occauon of his Name of Alexander 
of his was f rorn hence. In his Native City of Area 
Kame - Cafarea in Ibanicia, there was a Temple Dedi- 
cated to Alexander tbe Great, whither upon 
the Feftival of that Prince, according to the 
Cuftom of the Country, his Father, and 
Mammaa his Mother, went to affift at the ufual 
Solemnities. But by accident his Mother fell 
into Labour, and was delivered of him in this 
Temple \ fo (he called him Alexander: and 
the day of the Birth of Alexander the Son of 
Mamm*a, is the fame with the day of the 
Death of Alexander tbe Great. The Senate 
offered him, the name of Antoninut. But he 
refilled it i although he had an Affinity, as well 
as Helicgabalus, to the Emperor Antminm Ca- 
racals \ and an Affinity, which was fo much 
better than his, as it was without the flap of 
his Baftardife : For the Emperor Sepimins St' 
verm had Married a Noble Lady out of the 
Eaft, whofc Horofcope, as he had heard it 
wasi That (he (homld be tbe Wife of * Prince ; 
though he was then but in a private Conditi- 
on. Which Lady's Sifter's Daughters, were 
one of thera the Mother of this Alexander, and 
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the other the Mother of Varius Heliogabalus. 
So the two Sons were truely Coafm-Germans 
to one another, and equal upon that Foot in 
their Relation to Antoninus CaracaUut. But ic 
was not only the name of Antoninus which he 
refufed i but the Senate by a Decree prefented 
him the Title of Alexander the Great , and he 
refufed that alfo. 

Now it will not be amifs here to fubjoyn his 
Speech to the Senate, in which he excufe his 
Acceptation of the one and the other Name. 
Only in the firft place I will report the Se- 
nate's Acclamations upon this' occasion, out 
of the Records of the City, as I find them up- 
on the Day, but one, before the Nones of 
March i when the Senate being affembled in 
the Temple of Concord, and Alexander at their 
repeated requeft difpenfing at laft with him- 
felf to repair to them, though he knew that 
their Bufinefs was to treat of the Honours 
which they defigned to give him, they cried 
as he entred thus > 

The Gods fave our Innocent Auguftus. The Acclama- 
Gods fave the Emperor Alexander. The Gods ums of 
have given yea to us. The Gods preferve jou. the Se- 
The Gods have delivered yon out of the Hands nate - 
of the Inipurt. The Gods Eternalize your Reign. 
Tou fuffered a great deal Under the Impure Ty- 
rant, Impure and Obfcene as he was, jou always 
regretted to fee him. The Gods have Rooted km 
up. The Gods preferve your Majefty. That' Infa- 
mous Emperor bath ju[ily been Condemned. Under 
four Reign we are h*ppy. The State is happy to 
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be fubjtStd to you. Tbe Infamous Emperor bath 
been dragged for an Example That Luxurious 
Prince u juftly punijhed. The Ptofaner of alt 
Honour batb been jufily Punished. Tbe Immortal 
Gods give m long Life to your Majeftj. The 
Judgments of tbe Gods appear in your Eleva- 
tion. 

Here Alexander gave them thanks ; and then 
they vyent on again 

Antoninus Alexander , the Gods fave fou. 
Antoninus Aurelius, tbe Gods preserve you. 
Antoninus tbe Pious, tbe Gods preferot you. 
We befeecb your Majefy to take tbe name of An- 
toninus. To do tbat Honour to tbe good Emperors 
of tbat Name, to be called an Antoninus. Pu- 
rife tie Namt of tbe Antoninuflcs. What 
Hdiogabalus both Deformed, let your Majefiy 
Purifie. Re-eft tbltfa tbe Honour of tbe Name of 
tbe Antoninuffe?. Let tbe blood of tbe Antoni- 
nudes know it ftlf again. Antoninus Marcus 
hub been snjured. Let your Majefty Avenge 
bim. Avenge tbe injury done to Verus Anto- 
ninus. Avenge tbe injury dene to Antoninus 
Caracallus i wbofe Fortitude at leaft wot ad- 
mirable. Wcrfe than ever -was Commodus, 
was Heliogabalus only \ who really was no Em- 
peror, nor an Anconmus, nor a Citizen, nor a 
Senator, nor a Gentleman, nor a Roman. Health 
and Life attend your Majefiy. Tbe Lives of tbe 
Antoninufles attend Alexander, and let him 
Proffer. Let bim be called an Antoninus, and 
let htm Profper. Let Antoninus Confecrate a- 
gam 
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gain the Temples of the AntoninufTes. Let An- 
toninus furmount the Parthians and Perfians. 
Let a Sacred Perfim receive a Sacred Name. 
The Gods preferve you. In you, Antoninus, we 
have all things : with you, Antoninus, we have 
all things. 

After thefe Accclamations, the Emperor 
took the Liberty to fpeak thus to them. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

THis it rut the firfi of my Obligations to you. 1 
am to thank you for the Honour of my 
Name of Casfar, which you gave me fo long 
fince., and for my Dfe which you alfo have pre- 
ftrved. I thank you, at for the Empire., fo 
for the Style of Auguftus, which you now give 
me ; and for the Pontifical, the TribuMtian^ and 
the Protonfular Towers i all which by altogether a 
new Example, you have liberally conferred up- 
on me in one day. 

The Senate reply'd, and cry'd i 

At your Majefiy hath accepted thefe things, fo 
accept the Name of Antoninus. Let not the Se~ 
nate, let not the Princes the AntonmulTes be un- 
worthy to 'receive this favour of your Majefly. 
The Gods fave the Emperor Antoninus. The 
Gods preferve you. Let a Com be made in the 
Name of Antoninus. Let Antonin us Confetrate 
again the Temples of the Antoninufles. 

The Emperor refumed his Drtcourfe, and 
laid i Cc j Fathers 
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Fathers of the Senate, 1 tarnefily defire you 
net to engage me tt be called to the nteejjity of fa- 
tafimg fo great a Name as that is, when my 
Oiir-n, which I have from my Btrtb, and which is 
but a Foreign one, J find is too Burdenfome to me. 
Fcr f» it u "with tbefe Great Names, they are 
Burdens ; and not to anfwer thtm, it is a* ill as 
tf the- Name of Cicero flsouldbe born by a Mute, 
er the Name of Varro, by a Blockhead, or that 
of the Ptous Metellus by a Villain. And that the 
Gods may avert fo til an Omen, who is there that 
can be f leafed to fee, that a Name from whence 
great ASions are expeSed, is not ju/tained innts 
Grandeur, by htm that heart it i if he is in a Sta- 
tion fo to do. 

Here the Senate interrupted him, with the 
like Acclamations as before* and then he 
went on. 

Tou know. Gentlemen, to what a height b of 
Glory, or rather to whst a Divinity the Name of 
Antoninus hatb been carried m the Perfons of 
four Princes ; wbcfe Piety, wbofe Learning, wbofe 
Innocence, and wbofe Fortitude, if we confider 
them fevtrally\ What could be more Religious 
than Antoninus Pius i What mart knowing than 
Marcus Antoninus ? What mart fmctrctban Ve- 
rus Antoninus? And what mare Brave and 
Valorous than Antoninus Caracallus i I am not 
wtStng to mention Com mod us Antoninus up- 
on this occafton to you > exceft it is to. fay thtt 
he was fo much the worfe, becaufe with that ill 
lift of bis, -be yet continued in the ufe of the 
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Name of Antoninus. Antoninus Diaduaicnus, 
bad not time, nor Age to {hew bimfelf : an Art of 
bis father, bad put that Name upon him. 

Here the Senate broke out into the like 
Acclamations as before : and then he faid, 

But efpecially you may eafify remember., Gen- 
tlemen, How things lately went, when the File hi- 
efi not only of alt Men, hut Brutes, took it upon 
bim to hear the Name of Antoninus ; who at the 
fame time in Impurity and Luxury outdid Nero, 
Vitellius, Commodus, and all their wilted Con- 
federates. Tou remember, what Sight pajfed at 
that time, in all Companies of the People and the 
Gentry: and how they all cryed with one Voice, 
that this Wretch is not fit to b* at all called an 
Antoninus. This Pefi violates that Holy Name. 

Here the Senate replyed in thefe Acclama- 
tions. 

The Gods Proteil m from all the like evils a. 
gain. We fear them not under your Reign. Wis 
are fecure under the Government of your Majtfty. 
Tour Majefly is above all Vice. Tour Majefty bath 
furmounted, bath vanqai[hed the Temptation of all 
[ucb Crimes and Difgfaces. Tou are an Honour 
to the Name tf Antoninus. We are certain of 
thii wt * re well perfuaded of it ; we prefumt 
upon it, without the fear of ever repenting- oaY- 
fehes we have approved you from your Tenth, 
mtd tbk day, wt art confirmed in our Semti- 
mentu 

C c 4 The 
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The Emperor replied again and faid, 

Htfufet It is net, Fatbits of the Senate, that I afpre- 
the Karne bend my falling at any time into fucb Vices, tbat 
Antoni- / j e p re t0 itclme a Wame, which is to at fo Vt~ 
n "'' ntrabU ; nor yet can I dtftruft the Merits of my 
pa(l Life fo, as to be afhamed to take it upon me. 
But it it in Truth, becanfe tn tbe fir ft place, I 
Jo not delight to ajjume wbat is tbe Name of a 
firange Family ; and next, becaufe I fee very wet, 
tbat tt ts to inrpofe too great a burden upon me. 

Here. the Senate repeated their Acclamati- 
ons as before. He nent on, 

For with as much reafon as I fbould tale tbe 
Name of Antoninus, J migbt take tbat ^"Tra- 
jan too : 1 migbt as wet rakt tbat of TitUS : 
Imtght as wet take tbat c/Vefpafian. 

The Senate anfwered him to this. 

Tcur Majtfty is an Auguftus, and accept tbat 
Name; ft be you alft an Antoninus. 

The Emperor faid, 

I fee very wet, now, Fathers of tbe Senate, 
wbat it u that moves you to prefs this Name upon 
ns. Ton tbtnk, tbat we may as well be called 
Ancomni, although it is tbe Name of another's 
Fapsily, as at we who fucceed to tbe Empire art 
mtttltd in our Sttles Augufti : which we are, be- 
camfe we have an hereditary Right to be fo, at 
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being as it were by Adoption, the Sons of the fir/i 
Auguftus, who wot the Founder of the Empire. 
The Antoninufles tbemfehet were called Augtffti. 
Now Antoninus Pius adopted Marcus and Va- 
rus, to be bit Sons and Succejfors. This Adoption 
.made it 'a Right to them, to take his Name, 
which became alfo hereditary to Commodus, by 
reafon that he was the Son of Marcus > but with- 
out tbst Right, it wot a Trick of hts Father, 
which put the Name upon Diadutnenus. It wot 
affe&ed in the Perfen of Caracallus, and it wot 
profaned to the loft degree by Heliogabalus. 

Here the Senate cried, 

The Gods fave the Emperor Alexander, our 
Auguftus." We congratulate jour Modefij, your 
Prudence, your Innocence, your integrity. Thit 
[hews tts what will be the excellency of jour Reign. 
We are ravtfh'd at it. Tout • Majefty will dircEt 
the Senate hereafter to make a (jhoice of the befi 
Princes. Tour Majeftj will jufiifie the Judgments 
of- the Senate. The Gods fave Alexander, our 
Auguftus. Let Alexander our Auguftus, con- 
fecrate the Temples tf the Antoninufles. Our 
Cdar, our Auguftus, our Emperor, the Godl 
fave you. Conquer, Profper, and Reign manj Tears. 

The Emperor returned hirnlelf again, 1 and 
faid, 

/ under ft and then, I have obtained from jou, 
Fathers of the Senate, what I defired. I take 
thit very obliginglj, and I give jou ) and owe 
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jo* infinite Thanks. It (hall be my endeavour, 
that rmj own Name, wbkb I bring with me, the 
fir0 of amy upon the Throne of Rome, may be- 
come [mb at not to be unworthy to be coveted 
by others after me, and to be recommended bj the 
good Of miens of this mofi ?iom Senate. 

Here die Senate cried, 

Alexander tie Great, the Gedi fave you. Tho 
your Majefty refufed the Name of Antoninus, 
receive the Tale of the Great. The Gods fave 
Alexander the Great. They repeated this often. 

The Emperor faid, 

<md the Ton have offered to me, Gentlemen, ' in this, a 
AffelU- tbmg of a greater difficulty to do, than it Wat to 
*' M °f effume the Name of Antoninus { to witch if 1 
Great * had confented, it might have ieen attributed to 
either my Affmty to the Princes of that Name, 
or to * mutual Love of the fame Name, upon 
the fame Throne. But why me, to take your Title 
of Great? Wat have I yet dme^bat m fo? If 
Alexander and Pompey were fo called, jet it 
%>at after the great Exploits of the one, and the 
great Triumphs of the other. Therefore fpeak no 
more of tbst, mj honoured Fathers, and rather 
than (uzgeft to ma the Title of the Great, be- 
lieve me to be one of yourfelves, and you cen 
# tatnlj are a magnificent AjJemUy. 

After tits, they repeated the Acclamation, 
The Gods fave Aurelius Alexander our Augufiur, 

and fo ended this matter. There 
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There were feveral other things done in 
the Senate, that day. But when the Houfe 
had rifen, the Emperor returned as k were in 
Triumph home, with much more Honour up- 
on him by .refuting, than if he had accepted 
of thofe fuppofed Names. His Firmnefs to 
himfeif in k, and the entire Gravity of his be- 
haviour gave him a Reputation, which every 
body was fenfible of, to obferve, that the whole 
Senate together was not able to over-periuade 
one young Man. He difcovered the fame Vi- 
gour of mind in his Affairs with the Soldiers, 
and a wonderful and lingular Conftancy in 
. correcting their Infolencies ; fo that although 
he could not be perfuaded by all the folicita- 
tions of the Senate, to receive either the Name 
of Antomnut, or of Alexander the Great; yet VPhycalTd 
the Soldiers fixed upon him that of Alexander Sewus. 
SevertH ; and this not only conciliated him a 
great Refped in his own time, but it will much 
redound to his Glory to all Poftenty ; conli- 
dering that it is derived purely from his own 
Bofom, and it is what his intrinfick Merit and 
Courage, diredcd them to give him. He did 
not flick indeed to cafhier whole Legions at a < 
time, for daring to mutiny ; nor to animadvert 
very feverely upon the Soldiers, that had com- 
mitted any thing which but feemed to be un- 
juft, wherein he exceeded the Exa&neftand 
Boldnefs of all the Princes his predecefiors, 
fince the formation of the Empire under Jultm 
Cafar. *, 

There were fome Omens which from his 
Birth had ;prefignin"ed hit future Reign, which 

were * 
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Omens tf were thele. Firft, the day of his Birth was the 
U, future {uae W ich the day of the Death of Alexander 
* p P u the Grtst j in whole Temple his" Mother was 
delivered of him, and whofe Name he there- 
fore took from thence. Then the fame day 
that he was born, a Pigeon's Egg of the co- 
lour of Purple, was taken, and by a good Wo- 
man prefented to his Mother j from whence 
the Soothfayers (aid, Tbat be would one day, 
mid it would be quietly tee, be an Emperor , but 
net tbat be would reign Ung. In the mean time, 
whilft his Mother was delivered of him m the 
Temple, a Picture of the Emperor Trajan, 
which was hanging over the head of her Bed , 
at home, fell down into the Bed. His Nurle 
was of the Name of Olympiat ; and the Mother 
of Alexander the Great was of the fame. His Fo- 
fter-Father was a Country man, of the Name 
of Philip, and the Father of Alexander the Great 
was the fame. Upon the day that he was 
born, they fay, rhere appeared a Star of the 
firft magnitude in the Heavens, all the day 
long over the City of Area Cufarea ; and the 
Sun was crowned with a bright Circle about 
k, whilft it pointed upon his Fathers Houle. ., 
A Laurel in his Father's Garden which was 
fet by the fide of a Peach, in one year had 
over-topped the Peach. The Peach being 
malum Perficum ; this, thofe who pretended to 
Augury, faid, was an Omen that he mould 
one day Conquer the Per lions. The Night be- 
fore his Mother Wis delivered of him, flie 
dreamtvihe mould be brought to Bed of a little 
purple-coloured Dragon ; and his Father had 
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dreamt at the fame time that he was carried 
Hp to the Heavens upon the Wings of the I- 
mage of Viclorj, which is in the Houfe of the 
Senate at Rome. He confulced, when he was 
a Youth, with a Soothiayer about his Fortune 
in the way of drawing Lots. The firft Lot 
which he drew faid, That the Empire of the 
Heavens, the Earth, and the Sea, awaited b'tm ; 
by which it was cafie to underftand, that he 
Ihouid one day be Deified. The fecond kid, 
That the Empire far amount, awaited him ; which 
was plainly no other, than the Empire of Rome. 
Another Lot that he drew, was thefe Verfes 
of Virgil, JEn. 6. 

Excudent alii fpirantia motitut ara. 
Tit regere imperio populos, Romane, memento : 
Ha tiki emit Artei, pacifue imponere morem ; 
tarter e fnbjedu, & dtbeUare fnperbis. 

That is, Ibat his Arts Jlmld be Government, 
and the giving of Laws of War and Peace ; and 
that be Jhoald be ■ the Minifter of Mercy and 
Jufiice to the People. There were fev«ral o- 
ther ligns of his future Grandeur befides all 
thefe. He had a Fire and a Vivacity in 
his Eyes extraordinary. He looked one down 
with it, you could not hold your Eyes againft 
his long. His Mind difcovercd a Power of 
Divination in it very frequently, fo that he 
fpoke of things to come, as really they did. 
He had a Memory fo happy, that none but 
Acbolim, hath faid, that.he was once prompted 
or aflifted in any thing. 

. Coming 
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Coming very young to the Empire, he i£tec 
altogether in all things with the Advice of hjj 
Mother, as if ftie had reigned m Conjunction 
with him. And indeed fne was a good and 
picas Lady, but covetous, and loved to amafs 
Money to a fault. He began his Reign with 
a general purgation of all the Magiftrates and 
Officers of the promotion of the impure Helit- 
g*bdm ; being Perfons whom that Prince had 
preferred to the greareftDignities out of the very 
Lees of Mankind. "He clear 'd the State of them. 
fyforms He purged the Senate and the Order of the 
the Gj>- Gentry of them. He purged the Tribes of 
vernmmt. t fe jj a turned out all obfoene and in- 

famous Perfons from all Places in the Courf, 
in which, laft, he made fuch a Reform, that 
retain'd not a Mouth, but what was neceflarr. 
Becauie an Emperor, he (aid, wot an sB Ste- 
ward of the People ; w bo tut of ibeir Bowels 
feeds a Company of unnecejjarf Mouths, that an 
ufeiefi to the State. He looked carefully after 
the Magazines of Provifjons, and the admi- 
niftration thereof to the Soldiers j out of 
whofe allowances, if the Tribunes had made 
any unlawful Gain to themfelves, he punift- 
ed it with Death. As for Caufes and Mac- 
ters of Law, he ordered them firft to be well 
confidered in all their Circumftances by his 
Minifters, and his Council Learned in the 
Law, whereof Ulpia* was the Chief; and when 
they had done, he directed them to make a 
Report of their Judgments to him. 

He moderated an infinite number of Laws 
concerning the Rights of the People, and thofe 
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of the Exchequer. In which cafes he always 
communicated them with twenty great Law- 
yers, befides others who were wife and elo- 
quent Men, to the number of no lefs than 
fifty generally ; fo that there were as many 
Votes to a Gjpnftitution of his, as to an Act 
of the Senate. Thefe Perfons (poke admi- 
rably well in his Councils ; every one's mf- 
frage was asked, which they writ down one 
after another v time being allowed them firft 
to examine things very well, and to weigh 
what they had to (ay, becaufe no one fljould 
complain that he had been obliged to give his 
Judgment upon fuch Matters or Importance, 
without a due premeditation. Then he had 
this Cuftom, that if it was a thing of Right 
to be treated upon, he called only the Learn- 
ed and the Eloquent Do<ftors to (peak to it. 
But if it wa»a Military Affair, h^ fent for the 
old Officers and Soldiers, Men skilled in War 
and Encampments,' and the Situation of pla- 
ces; and together with thofe he particularly 
advifecf with fuch as underftood thatHiftory; 
of whom he enquired, what had at any time 
been done in the like rencounters, by the an- 
tient Emperors, or other great Captains, whe- 
ther at home or abroad. If at any time he 
happened to fee a Man who lay under the 
Chara&er of having robbed the Province un- 
der his Government, he was ready with his 
Fingers as it were ( fays Encolpiat, who was 
one that was very familiar with him ) to pull 
out his Eyes, he had fuch a hatred to that 
tafenefs. To which Sefttmim adds, thataltho' 
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they had not been as yet convi&ed, yet ho 
had fuch an averfion to them, for the Scandal 
only, that if he faw them by any fudden Ac- 
cident, the Commotion he was in, would fee 
him vomiting, and all his Face on a Fire, and 
he would not be able to fpeak fqr Tome time. 
And certainly, as one called Siptimius Arabi- 
ruts, who had been tried for this, but acquit- 
ted in the Reign of Helivgabalus, came one 
day in Company with fome of the Senators 
to falute him, he no fooner faw him, but he 
cried ; O je fupreme Towers .' O Jupiter ! O )t 
tmrnortal Gods ! Is Arabmus ahvc, and a Sena- 
tor ? It may be, be hopes for the fame favour from 
me, that be bad from Heliogabalus. But I am 
forrj be takes me to be fucb a Fool. 

The Complement in faluting him was very 
plain, and by his own Name, Hail Alexander, 
if any one bad pretended to do* or fay any 
thing that was fweeter than the Cuftom was 
to be, he was fent away as a Flatterer, if 
the place permitted it > or he was liught at 
Efficiently in cafe that his Condition dW not 
make him fubje& to a greater Affront. He 
ordered to all the Senators, as they had fa- 
luted him, Chairs to fit down. But he de- 
clared to admit none to pay their Reverences 
to him in this kind, but Perfons of Honefly 
and good Repute; forbidding all fuch as knew 
themfelves to be otberwife, by the common 
Crier, to come near him ; for if he once dil- 
covered them, it fhould coft them their Lives. 
He refufed to be adored as Heliogabalus was, 
after the manner of the Kings of Perfia. The 
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moft corrupt Magiftrates, ha faid, always com- 
plain the moft of Poverty, thinking by that 
means to conceal the Crimes of their Bri- 
beries and ill Lives. This he faid often, and 
it was his real Sentiment. To which he added 
a known Obfervation upon this Subjed, That 
he who takes away a great deal } and gives but 
« little to Vouchers to (peak for him, will how- 
ever always be fafe. 

He chole himfelf one Captain of the Guards, His Defe- 
and appointed a Governour of the City of w« to 
Rome entirely by the Advice of the Senate- He the Se ~ 
made a fecond Captain of the Guards, of one nats ' 
who had retired out of the way, purpofely to 
avoid it ; faying, The unwiUingnefs of a Man to 
accept of Commands in the State, Was the be(l 
Recommendation to them. He never created a 
Senator without the Concurrence to it of all 
the Members of that Houfe thac were prefent ; 
whofe Votes were asked round, after Tefti- 
monies given of the Life and Manners of the 
Party to be chofen, by grave Perlons;. who if 
they falfificd, were to be degraded, and caft 
into the loweft Clafs of all the People; and 
lomctimes condemned, as in Cafes of Perjury, 
to lofe their Eftates, and be banifhed for ever 
without Mercy. He created no Men Sena- 
tors, but upon great Recommendations ; fay- 
ing, That * Man ougjht to be very confiderable, 
that is worthy to be fo advanced ; and he never 
neither advanced the Sons of infranchifed 
Servants, to be Gentlemen; becaule he faid. 
The Order of the Gentry was the Seminary of the 
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His txcel- He was a Prince of that great Temper, that 
lent Tem- j, e never f u ff ere d his Servants to part with him 
fer ' when once they were placed. He was fo cour- 
teous and (o gracious to every body, that he vili- 
ted when fick, his Friends, of whatever Condi- 
tion they were. He defired every one to Ipeak 
their Sentiments freelv to him, and he 1 hear- 
kened to what they faid patiently; and or- 
dered things according to their Advices, as 
much as in Juftice it was poffible. And if any 
thing by them had not been done fo well as 
it ought, he convinced them of it, but it was 
without haughtinefs and without bitternefs. 
He obliged them all to fit down upon Chairs 
by him, and informed himfelf always about 
the abfent. -In fine, his Mother Mammat, 
and Memmia his Wife, who was the Daugh- 
ter of Sdf ttia% of the Confular Order, and 
the Grand- Daughter of Catulm, objected to 
him his too great Civility, and told him, It 

Wtakntf bit Sovereign fewer, and rtndred ft de- 

fvicablt ; to which he anfwered, That on tbt 
contrary it was the way to live long, and with 
fafety. He pafied no day without doing fome« 
thing that was fweet, obliging and pious ; but 
yet with that measure, as not to exhauft the 
publick Coffers. Rarely any Eftates were con- 
fiscated into the Exchequer in his Time. He 
remitted the Tribute to leveral Cities, towards 
their publick Buildings. He lent Money out 
of the Exchequer at rour in the hundred. 
And to a great many poor, he lent them 
Money without uls, to uurchafe themfelves 
Ground;, under che condition of paying the 
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Debt only in the Produ<&, He • added to his 
Captains of the Guards the Senatorial Dig- Hit Care 
nity, which had feldom or never at all feeen of his Sol. 
done before in. '.diner tirhps; .Becaufe it w^s *«7« 
inconfiftent then, ro be 'a Captain of. the 
Guards, and a, Senator, as Mqrjus Maxtmtts 
hath often obferved. But Alexander Scvftjlt 
was willing that his Captains of the Guards 
fhould be Senators for this reafori,, becaufe.no 
body fliould have the Power to j^^ ( a. Sena- 
tor, but who was himfelf 9'. Senator. He bad 
the Mufter-Rolls of his Arrhiji?& in "all Parts, 
always in his Cabinet by him "; .^nd when hft 
was alone, he was reviewing tbefr Accounts,, 
Numbers, Anions, Officers, Stations, and Ap- 
pointments ; fo' that where-ever they were, 
he had a perfect knowledge of them,, and up- 
on occafion, he mentioned a great many of 
their Names. He kept a Regifter of all fucb »s 
merited to be considered for their Serves. 
He refrefhed his Memory of thiirigs, by look- 
ing into his Own Memoirs, in which he fee 
down the dates, and who, and what, every 
one was, and upon whole recommendation 
promoted. He affifted the' Convoys of.$e 
annual Provjfion of Corn for the People ,'pf 
Rome in that manner; that whereas. He/wg?- 
halus had diflipated the Stores which were a- 
mafled in. the Granaries , he re-eftablilhed 
them again at his proper Charge and Ex^eripe. 

He encouraged the Merchants to come, jw 
Rome to Traffick, by allowing to them great 
Immunities. The quantity, of the Oyi, which, 
foe Emperor Scverus had gained to the City, 
Dd % but 
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but which Hdiogahaius had diminiftied, by put- 
ting the StBres ittto the hands of Men, cor- 
rupted with" all forts of Vice, he intirely re- 
eftabhmedr- He ffit up a great many Me- 
: ch*anick Works &i Rome. He tolerated the 
Je if s, and the" Qhttftians. He deferred fo much 
to As Chief Priefts, and to the QuinJecimviru 
and the Augurs, in Sacred Things, that after 
fome Caules of that kind had been heard and 
determined' by himfelf, he hath fuffered thofe 
Per&ns to re ex4min them, and to decide 
rhem othefwrfe. Such of the Prefidents of 
rneProfrihte^jas he found that he fhould truly 
•efteem, bemg Men of Integrity and Honour, 
and whoft'Praifes were not directed by a Spi- 
'rit of Fa&ion, he always took in the Coach 
with him abroad/ and made them Rich Pre- 



'ioWupi in tftp- Governments ought to be turml 
•''Wt 'trti beggereJ ; tbefe Jeferve to be purcbafd 
tni ttfrkbeA. The People of Kewe petitioning 
him to lower the Prices of Provifion?, when 
they were one time at an exceffive heighch; 
he asked What fort of Provifions particularly 
*t'Hey Were, that they thoughttoo dear. They 
-Snnvered, Ikef ?tnd Pprk. Now he did not 
" think fit to fix a cheaper Price upon them 
Ihtmediately, according to the Letter of their 
denVe;' but mfh&d of thrkt, he. ordered, that 
ncf/body' mould kill z Sow, Pig, Cow or Hei- 
c ffer^ under fj'ch an/Age prefixt : And by . this 
•means, that which before was" eight Pence a 
Pound, was at Jeiigth brought dpwn to two 




Pence. 
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He hearkened" to the Complaints of thcSol- 
diers againft their Tribunes, in that jnanner, 
I that if he found the Tribunes in a Crime, he, 
punifhed them according to the Quality of it; 
without Favour. He made enquiry about all 
forts of Perfons by his fecreciervice Men, 
whom he continually employed, to others urr- 
known. He kept his Slaves always in the 
Cioaths of Slaves, his infranchifed Men in the 
Habits of Free men. He fuffer'd no Eunuchs He flights 
to be in any Places about himfelf, but left them the Eu- 
to ferve his Wife in the quality of her Slaves. nuc " s - 
He reduced them to a certain Number, and 
fuftered thern to have to do with nothing in 
the Court, but the Baths of the Ladies ; where- 
as Utlwgabalus, who was the Slave of thefe 
Slaves, had preferred many of them to gteac 
Offices. He took from them even their an- 
tient Privileges; faying r 7ifep were - r a third Spe- 
tut of humane kind thst ought not to be feen or 
mployed amongfi Men, and fcareety neither a- 
mongft Women of Honour. One of them par- 
ticularly who had pretended to have an lnte- 
refl in him, and had received of a Gentle- 
man a hundred pieces of Gold to affift him 
in iomething, he crucified for an Example up- 
on the High- way. 

He changed feveral Prastorian Provinces in- 
to the nature of Praefidial Provinces, and di- 
fpofed of the Proconfular Provinces according 
to the will of the Senate. He forbad the ute 
of mixt Baths at Rome df both Sexes toucher, 
as they had been forbidden formerly uiuier the 
Reigns of other pious Princes, till only Helto- 
Dd 5 gab»tm 
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lahalus had revived them. He fuffered noi 
the Tax upon the Pimps, Whores, and Bur 
dalb.es to be returned into his own Coffers 
but he affigned it towards the Reparation ol 
the Theatre, the Cirque, and the Amphithe- 
atre. He had fbmetime had the Thoughts oi 
making a Law againft the Burdafhes, as the 
Emperor Tbilip afterwards did. But he was a- 
fraid that it would only occafion more lewd- 
nefles to be coveted in private, becaufe Man- 
kind run with a greater guft upon fome things 
when they are denied them ; and the prohi- 
bition encreafes the defire to obtain. He im- 
pofcd a Tax upon the Drapers, Glafs- makers, 
Tarmers 3 Lockfmitbs, Silver fmttbt, GoUfmitbi,an& 
feveral other Crafts, out of which he ordered 
the Baths to be fitted and maintained for the 
publick ufe of the People. He furni/hed the 
lame Baths with Wood and Oyl, for the 
Lamps in the Night, whereas before they were 
not ufed to be opened till Nine in the Mor- 
ning, and at Sun-fet were fhut up again- 

It is not altogether true, what fome Perfons 
have writ, that his Reign was without Blood. I 
For as the Soldiers had given him the Name 
of Severus - he made it appear in the Corre- 
ctions that he exacted, that he had not that 
-!■< +ub- Name for nothing. He repaired the Works of 
••;;Vttr<j. 'M antient Emperors, and added many new 
ones to them of his own. Amongft which 
are the Baths of his Name, hard by thole of 
Nero, which are fuppMied by an Aquedud that 
carries alio his Name at this day. He added 
thereunto a Plantation of a Grove, in the 
place 
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place of a private Houfe adjoyning, which he 
bought, and afterwards exprefly pulled it down 
for this purpofe. He firriflied the GaUeries to 
the Baths of Antoninus CaracaUus, and adorned 
that whole Work. He firft brought up the 
Alexandrian Work of Building and Paving with 
two forts of Marble together, the Porphyry afid 
the Lacedemonian ; with which he adorned 
the Court. He fet up feveral ColoiTufles in the 
City, falhioned by the hand of the moft excel- 
lent Artifts that he could procure from all 
Parts. He made a great many Medals with 
imprefles of his Portraiture, fbme of fine Brafs, 
but the moft of Gold. He forbad Wo- 
men of an ill Repute, of what Quality foever, 
to come to vifit his Mother or his Wife. He 
made many Harangues to the People, in places 
about the City, as heretofore the Tribunes and 
the antient Confuls did. He thrice gave the 
People a Largels, and thrice the Soldiers a 
Bounty ; and to the Bread and the Corn which 
he gave to the People in their Largefles, he ad- 
ded Portions of Flefh. 

He brought down the Ufe of Money to four He re. 
in the hundred, at the hands of the Money- forms the 
changers, and the Ufurersthemlelves. As lor *" t,re ft°f 
the Senators in this cafe, he firft of all had or- m>my ' 
dered that no Senators mould take Ufe, un- 
lets it was fome Prefent in the way of ac- 
knowledgmentjfor having affifted a poor Friend 
in his Neceffity. But afterwards he allowed 
them to take a moiety of the Uie, which was 
paid to the Ufurers ; but then nothing in the 
way of a Prefent at all He tranflated the 
D d 4 Statues 
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Statues of the great Men from all parts of the 
City, into the Forum of Trajan. Paulus and 
Ulptan were in lingular efteem with him, and 
the Captains of his Guards ; the latter had 
been always his Counfeilor, and both of them 
Otcn of Aflgflbrs to p a pin t a„. He had built a Royal 
hlmrkt. S"^ 111 ^ of his Name, betwixt the Field of 
" Mart and the Bars of Agrivps, being one hun- 
dred Foot in breadth, and one thoufand'm 
length, and fupported all by Columns; but 
however, he could not perfed it, becaufe he 
was prevented by his Death. He beautified 
extremely the Temples of the Egyptian Etei- 
ties, Ifn and Serapu, furnifhing them with Ima- 
ge?, and Veffels of the Marble of Delos, and 
with all the things belonging to the myftical 
Ceremonies of that Wor/hip. He was entire- 
ly affe&ionate and pious towards his Mother 
Mammaa ; infomuch, that he gave her Name 
to fome Buildings which he added to the, Pa- 
lace at Rome ; as alio to a Royal Manfion, and 
to a Pond which he made at Ba;a, where they 
do fiill retain it at this day. In the fame place 
he built other magnificent Structures, and made 
Ponds of a prodigious greatness ( by letting in 
the Sea, when he plealed) in honour of his c- 
ther relations. The Bridges of Traian he re- 
paired almoft in all places where they were; 
fome he built New himfelf, but for thole that 
he had repaired, he fiill continued upon them 
the Name of Traj-an. 

He was fomenme thinking to appoint unto 
every degree of Men.from Slaves ro the higheft 
Magiftratesand Officers of all forts, a particular 
Habit, 
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Habit, whereby they Ihould be diftinguifiYd ; 
which he faid, would be a Bridle, elpecially 
upon all the Slaves, and would keep them alfo 
from mixing and confounding themfelves with 
the Free- People; but Ulpum and Vaulus did 
not approve of this, becaufe, they faid, it would 
be an occafion of a great deal of Mifchief, 
Ihould Men be eafily difpoftd to quarrel. So 
then he judged it was enough, that the Order 
of the Gentry Ihould be diftinguifted from that 
of the Senators or Nobility, by the quality of 
their Gowns ; the latter having their Gowns 
purled with Knaps or Studs of purple of a 
larger fize, and the others with lels. He per- 
mitted the Senators to wear within the City, 
againft the Cold and the Rain, the Yanula, 
that is, a Hanging Coat, which otherwife is a 
Veftment only proper for the Road ; but how- 
ever, he forbad the Dames to ufe the like fort 
of Wear, that is, Mantles within the City ; but 
upon the Road, they might do, as they pleajfed. 

He had a greater Command of theEloquence Hit At. 
of the Greek Tongue, thanof the Latin ; and he mmmmw< 
made no bad Verle. He loved Mulick,and was m ,4rW ' 
skill'd in the knowledge of Aftrology, which was 
taught and publickly profefled at Rome by his 
Command. He was alfo very well verfed in 
the Science of the Soothfayers, both as to the 
Entrails of the Sacrifices, and as to the Flights 
and Notes of Birds ; inlomuch, that he out- 
did in thefe, the Bifcayners of Spam, and the 
Augurs of Pannmie. He was a Geometrician ; 
he painted admirably, he fung very well, but 
yet never but in the hearing of his own Do- 
mefticks. 



4to The life and Reign of the Vol. I 

mefticks. He writ the Lives of the good Prin 
ces his predeceflbrs in Verfe ; he played wel, 
upon the Harp, Fiute, and Organ ; he foun- 
ded well upon the Trumpet, only he did not 
make this to appear after he was Emperor. 
He was the befr at the Exercifes of the Body 
of any of his time ; thofe of Arms he per- 
formed perfectly well ; and how great a Cap- 
tain he was, his Wars leave us no room to 
doubt, in which he acquitted himfelf fo hap- 
pily, and reaped fo much Glory. He was only 
Thrice pleafed to accept the Confulate, and 
then he always (ubftituted others to his place 
with the firft opportunity. He was a moft (e- 
vere Judge againft Thieves and Robbers; with 
all the rigour imaginable, he condemned them, 
and (aid, That they were ordinarily the occafeen 
of all the Crimes that were daily committed, and 
that tbej were the only "Plagues and Enemies of 
the State. A certain Clerk once Having given 
in a falfe breviate to the Council, he ordered 
him to be cut into the Smews of his Fingers, 
fo, as never to be able to write again, and 
then to be banifhed for ever. He Jet up Co- 
loflufies, and Statues, fome on foot, and Corns 
on Horfeback, to the honour of the deified 
Emperors in the Femm of Ncrva, with Infcn- 
pcions upon Columns -of Brafs containing all 
their memorable A&ions, after the Example 
of the Marble Statues of the great Men, 
and the Elogiums of their Lives, which Augtt- 
fists let up in the lorum that bears his Name.^ 
He defired to appear to derive the Origine of 
his Blood from the Romans ; for he was a- 
(hamed 
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fhamed to be called a Syrian : and was much 
affronted by that Name, by the People of An- 
tiocb, Egypt, and Alexandria^ when once they 
called him, not only a Syrian, but a High- 
Prieft, and a Ruler of the Synagogue, as if 
he was a Jew too. 

Before I give an account of his Arms and his 
Military Expeditions^ will here premife a few 
things touching his particular Life,and his dome- 
ftick Affairs. He had in his privateOratory with- 
in the Court ; that is, there were indeed two 
Oratories there which he ufed, but this was the Ms dome. 
chief, and the holieft, the Images of the fere- De ' 
ral deified Emperors of the beft Note, and the t ormm ' 
greateft Virtue, together with which he had 
the Images of other pious.Souls, whom he res 
fpe&ed as Gods; ahd amongft the reft, AfoU 
lonttu Tbjanaus ; and as a Writer of thofe times 
alfo fays, CHRIST, Abraham, Orpheus, and 
fuch others, as likewife the Images of his own 
Anceftors. Hither therefore in the morn* 
ing early, if he had the leifure, he came to 
perform his Devotions. But elfe, if he did 
not do this, he either took the Air in his 
Coach, or went a Fifhing, or Hunting, or 
Walking, according to the quality of the place. 
After this, if he had time, he beftowed him- 
felf for a good hour, to the care of the pub- 
lick Affairs, which indeed required fo much 
the lefs of his attention, as both the Military 
and the Civil Affairs were treated amongft 
his Councellors, who were Men Holy and 
Faithful, and were never to be corrupted foe 
Money ; fothat their Refolutions finally paffed, 
unlefs 
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uolefs he had offered fomething himfelf that 
was New. But yet if necefficy fo required, 
he was fee down to BufTnefs in a morning be- 
fore it was day, and continued in it many 
hours, and never thought the time tedious, nor 
retired either more to appearance, pleafed or 
difpleafed, than he camej his Countenance 
being always equal, and being of a Soul equal- 
ly contented with every thing that paffed. He 
was certainly one of a great Prudence, which 
was not to be impofea upon in any thing ; 
for though it were attempted with never 16 
good a Grace, he dilcovered it, and obliged 
the Author to repent of his Labour. 

After his application to the publick Bufinefs, 
whatever it was, Military or Civil, he lmploy- 
ed the greareft part'of hi? ieifare to Reading. 
His addi- He read the. Greek Books, and amongft the 
Sien to reft, particularly thole of the Commonwealth 
Learning. 0 f pi atf4 When he read in Lattn, he delighted 
in nothing more, than the Offices of Cicero, 
and his Books upon the fame Subjeft of a 
Commonwealth. Sometimes he read the Cu- 
rators and che Poets, and amongft others par- 
ticularly, Serenus Sammomcm, who was one that 
he had pcrfonally known, and had much 
loved. He was much pleafed with the Verfe 
of Horace. He read very much alfb the Life 
of Alexander the Great, whom he endeavoured 
to imitate; but in whom, he condemned his 
l>inking, and his Cruelty towards his Friends ; 
if yet thofe Imputations upon him are true, 
becaufe there are good Authors that do de- 
fend him, as to che one and the other, to 
whom 
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whom this Prince gave a great Credit. After 
Reading, he moderately employed himfelfin 
Exerciles of the Body, as Wreftling, Tennis, Mi bodily 
Running, or Fencing. Then he was anointed, Exncifes* 
and afterwards put himfelf into the Bath, which 
was fcldom or never a Bath of warm Water, 
but of the natural Waters of cold Baths, where 
he continued about an hour, Fafting, he drank 
about a Pint and a half of cold Spring- Water. 
Then when he had done with the Bath, ho 
took a Breakfaft upon Bread and Milk, and 
Eggs and Wine. After this, when the hour 
or Dinner was come, he dined. Sometimes 
he deferred to eat till Supper, but for the moft 
part he dined. And he was often ferved with 
the Ogfio, which was the great Difli of Hadrian, 
and which Martin Maxtmas hath mentioned in 
Ms account of the Life of that Prince. 

In the Afternoon, he beftowed himfelf con- 
ftahtly to the reading and figning of Letters 
and Orders to one part or other; in which he 
was attended by his Secretaries, and J .:he Ma- 
ilers of the Requefts ; whom, if they ccnld not 
conveniently ftajid'by reafon of their indifpo- 
fitipn,he permitted to fit dowh,whilft the Clerks 
read over to rrrm'the'tfiings that they bad'writ, 
to which he add^d 'with his Own Hand what 
he thought convenient, and changed iome 
Terms for others, that "he thought were more 
elegant and more juffc After thdfe- were di- 
fpatched, he admitted the Company^' of ill his 
Friends together, 'and fpoke to-tHerh all, but 
he, (aw none of them ever alone, but his- Cap- 
tairi of the Guard/, and particularly Ulpian, 
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whom he had always had near him* to give 
him Ljght in the knowledge that he profened 
of the things that concern Law and Juftice. 
If he admitted any other privately to him, yet 
it was by the introdu&ion of Vlpian. Virgil, 
he faid, was the Plato of the Poets. He hai 
the Images of him and Qtcero, in his fecond 
or lefler Oratory, together with that of Achilla 
and others of other great Men. But for that 
of Alexander the Great, he had confecrated him 
amongft the Gods of his chief Oratory, and 
the beft Perfons, whom he more efpecially ho- 
noured there. He never did an Injury to any 
of his Friends, nor to any of the Officers of 
State, or Servants of his Houfhold. He always 
deferred the Judgment of particular Affairs to 
the Captains of the Guards. And a Captain 
of the Guards, he faid, who hath done any 
thing to deferve to lofe his place, ought ra- 
ther to be fecured and arraigned, than to be 
dilmifled. If at any time he difcharged an Of- 
ficer, he ordered it to be accompanied with a 
Complement, That the State thanked him for hu 
Service. At the fame time, he failed not to 
gratify him in that manner,' that he might live 
afterwards a private Life with Credit. He fur- 
nifhed fum with Grounds, Oxen.Horfes, Corn, 
Iron, Materials to build himfelf a Houfe, and 
Marble to adorn it, and Labourers to aflift 
him ; Silver or Gold lie feldom gave to any, 
unlets it was to the Soldiers, faying, It would 
be 0 Crime in him, who was the publtck Steward 
of the People, to employ that in fuperflutties % or 
upon the Fleafures of btmfelftr others, which the 
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Provinces had contributed to ferve the NeceJ/ities 
of the State. 

He remitted the City of Rome the Duties His Kind' 
which upon certain accounts they were to pay nefsto the 
into the Exchequer, and particularly the Duty 
which they were to pay to him, according to Rome- 
Cultom, upon the occahon of his elevation to 
the Empire. He conftituted fourteen Cura- 
tors to the fevcral Quarters of the City, out 
of thePerlons of the Con fular Order, whom, 
together with the Governour of the City, he 
ordered to take the Cognizance of the Civil 
Caufes, in fuch fort, that all .of them, or the 
greater part, mould be prefent, when any thing 
was to be done. He diftributed all the Vint- 
ners, Victuallers, Regraters, Honers, and gene- 
rally the Perfons of all Crafts, into Companies 
and Corporations, to whom he appointed Go- 
vernors and Officers to judge in the Difpat- 
ches that might arife amongft them in the 
Matter of their feveral Crafts and Profeffions. 
He never gave to the Players thofe Gratuities 
which other Emperors have done.' He made 
a difficulty to pay them their Salaries, and he 
took away from them the rich Cloaths which 
had been given them by Heliogabalas. His 
band of Archers or Penfioners, who were a 
Guard ufed for Pomp and Shew, more than 
for Service, hecloathed, not with rich, but yet 
proper and convenient Habits, without fuper- 
fluity; nor were his Standards or other Royal 
Habiliments rich ; faying, It was not for a Princt 
to fetk bis eftttm in fine Cloaths, hut to recom- 
mend his Reign'by Aft ions of Virtue and Braverj. 
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As for himfelf, he wore the coarfe magged 
Coats of the Emperor Septimius Stverui t and 
Waftcoats all plain, with no other embroidery 
of Gold at them, and only a fingle Border of 
purple. 

Mider* In his publick Entertainments, he knew not 

timofhis whit it was to be ferved in Ve/Iels of Gold. 

urtZin?' ^"P 5 were or ^ ma n'> but always very neat. 

mcnts' Ail the Silver- fervice of his Table, never ex- 
ceeded the quantity of two hundred Pound in 
weight. 1 he Dwarfs of either Sex, the Je- 
fters, the Singers, the A&ors, the Mimicks, 
that had before retained to the Court, he gave 
away amongft the People. And for fuch of 
them as were of no ufe, he ordered them to 
be fent to places, where they were maintain- 
ed at the publick Expence, becaufe they mould 
not be troublefbme in the way of Beggars. 
The Eunuchs whom HeHogabaitu had made 
his great Companions in Lewdnefs, and had 
promoted them to high Offices, be diftributed 
amongft his MimfteiT, with this Order, that if 
for the future they did not return to good Man- 
ners, it mould be lawful for them to put them 
to death without attending the Authority of the 
Magiftrate. Women of a Licentious Life, of 
whom hs had heard that the number was prodi- 
gious, he ordered to be fold, and the Burda- 
fb.es bamfhed, with whom that Peft Heltogab*- 
Ivs had taken his infamous, and abominable 
Pleafures. Not a Servant in his time at a pub- 
h'ck Banquet appealed in a Coat embroidered 
with Gold. To his private Table, he admitted 
either Ulpm t or fome other Learned Men, 
whole 
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fhofe Converfation, he /aid, was not only a 
'leafure to him, but it was Food to his Mind. 
I\t other times, when he eat'alone, he had a 
took with him upon the Table, where he read, 
md generally it was fome Greek Book, though 
te read alfo in the Latin Poets. His publick 
briquets were performed with the fame fim- 
ilicity as his private Repafts; and no diffe- 
ence bnt in the greater Number of the TV 
iles, and the Company ; which fometime ba- 
ng exceffive, it rather offended him ; layings 
t wot like Dining in a Vlaj-bouje, or in the Cirque. 
He took no pleafure to hear the Orators 
ecite Panegyricks, or the Poets Verfes in his 
wn Praife j faying as Fe/cemimt Niger had 
lone, That it -was an idle thing. But Orations 
» Verfes upon the Praife of the great Men 
imongft the Antients, he heard freely, and 
m very well pleafed, when either they had 
iltxander the Great for their fubjeft, or fome His ttg- 
f the excellent Emperors his Predeceffors, or/peH for 
if the virtuous Perfonages of Rome in the an- Alexander 
lent times. He often went to hear the Rhe- the GrGat> 
oricians, and the Greek and Latin Poets in the 
Hibiick Schools upon fuch Subjects. He loved 
3 hear alfb the eloquent Pleadings of the Ad- 
ocates at Law, whether before himfelf, or 
tfore the Governour of the City. It was very 
;reeable to him to prefide at the publick 
lames ; pat ticularly thofe that are in the Ho- 
ur of Alexander the Great. He defired to be 
fired ordinarily after Dinner, and in the hour 
his Levee. He never faw Per fons alone, as 
We faid, and it was for this reafon, becaufe 
E 9 he 
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he had found, that they, to whom he hat 
fometims granted that favour, had mifie 
prefented their Convocation with him to tlit 
World. Particularly Vttrmm Turinus , wa 

Vetroniu* one, who had very much abufed the Familia 

Tunnus rity, which he had treated him with. He 
dimonour'd the Empire of '• Alexander, as of a 
n Man, that was fo ftupid and fo impertinent, 

nt/cmcr. . ^ t ^ governed him which way he pleafed, 
and made him believe whatever he would; 
and this he pretended to make all the World 
believe, in order only to advance the Credit 
of his Intereft, and fo to Che^t them by the 
means out of their Money. But at laft A- 
Itxmitr furpnfed him with this Artifice. He 
fent a Perfon to addrefs himfelf to him pub-i 
lickly for fome thing i but afterwards to take 
him afide, and to pray him to fpeak fecretly ii 
his favour : who promifed him that he would 
and afterwards alluring him, that he had done 
his Bufmefs to the Emperor, when really he 
had not fpoken one word to him about it, and 
a&ing the fame falfe part over again a fecond- 
time, and all the while exa&ing and receiving 
great recompsnces for his Services. TheEm-; 
peror, who was made acquainted with all that 
had paffed, caufed him to beaccufed and pro- 
fecuted ; and proving to him before all the 
World, upon Evidence, what Sums he had re- 
ceived, and what empty Promifes, and falfe 
Reports he had made to his Client to Cheat 
him out of the fame, he Condemned him to 
dye, and the manner of his Execution to be 
thus; that he mould be tied to a Stake, and 
there 
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there be quite fraoaked to death with green 
Wood and Stubble ; the Common Oyer in 
the mean time Proclaiming his Words Were 
Smoak, and fo he dies with Smoak. For this 
was not the only Fad of the kind that he had 
committed. The Emperor for fear of ap- 
pearing Cruel, had made a particular fcrurrny 
into his Life before he Condemned him ; and 
found that he often had received Money of 
both fides in Caules, whereof he undertook 
the Piote&ion ; and had fold the Events of 
things, m> which he had had no part, and 
taken Money of all, who had been admitted 
to the Offices of PrSceors, or other considerable 
Charges in the State. 

With a great Reunue did this Emperor often 
goto the Pubtock Shews; but he was extremely His 
Iparing of bis Liberality to the A&ors, and ratmi m 
tiH, That tbofe Pubhck Cbartoteers.andHmtfmen his L " 
4 the Cirque, and the flayers of the Stage, ought a 
ttbefo intertained, m ive do the Servants, Huntf- 
«f», Coachmen^ and Jefters ef our private Families. 
in his Repafts he was neither Sumptuous, nor 
too Frugal : his Table was neither fclendid nor 
mean ; but very proper without any fuperfluity. 
His Carpets, fometimes trimmed with Studs of 
Purple or Scarlet ; but -lever of Cloth of Gold j 
as Hthogabalus had uied ; and as fome (ay be- 
fore him, it had been ufed by the Emperor 
\ti»drian, In a word, his Table was ferved al- 
ways with great modera#on. He indulged 
himfelf the raoft in Fruit. He eat very hear- 
tily, and fo did he alfo drink ; but without ex- 
wfs. He wafted always in cold Water, and 
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in the Summer he drank of the Wine of the 
infufion of Roles ; which was the only thing 
that he had retained, of all the fine Wines and 
Methods of the invention of Heliogabalus. 

It isobfervable, that he was every day (erved 
at his Table with a Hare. Now there is an 
ufual laying with fome, that Eating of Hart 
will make one Fair for (even dajt following ; as 
it is fignifled in that Epigram of Martial which 
he writes to a Lady, whom he calls Gdti\ 
who, always, (he fays) when me fent him a 
Hare, told him, how Fair it Would tfiake him 
for fo many days. To which he replies very 
feverely again upon her ; That if it was trut, 
what fhe [aid, certamlj (he bad never eaten of t 
Harem her life (Lib. j. £p. \o.) So from this 
vulgar conceit, a Poet in the time of Alexan- 
der Severuf took occafion to fay,in two or three 
Verfes, Tbatss be was a Syrian born, it woull 
be a Miracle to fee bint fo Fair and ft Hattdfm 
at be -was, if be did not eat Vtnifon and Hm 
continually to make ban fo. The Emperor being 
told of this by fome of his Friends, it is faid, 
That he returned this anfwer j That ft forr/t 
Poet was welcome to think him Handfome from 
any thing. But be only wifh'd bint to eat upon 
nothing but Hare, till it bad done as much for 
htm \ and then he would envy no body. 

After the .Uft fervice, he drank once to the 
Health of his Friends, and the honour of the 
memory of Alexander the Great. Women he 
ufed moderately ; and as for the dilhoneft A- 
mours of the other Sex, he was fo free from 
them, that a? I have already laid, he was fome- 
tiros 
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time thinking to inrirely prohibit them by 
a Law. He eftablilhed publick Magazines 
in all the Quarters of the City of Rome ; whi- 
ther thofe r who had not . Conveniences of 
their own to lodge their Provifions, might car- 
ry them, and have them lodged there with fafe- 
ty. He added Publick Baths to all the Quar- 
ters of the City, where before they were want- 
ing! many of which retain his name at this 
day. He built very good Houfes to give them 
to his Friends ; efpccially fach as had lived al- 
ways without reproach. He moderated the pub- 
lick Impofitions, fo that he brought them down 
to the thirtieth part of what they were under 
YkUofahalui. To which purpofe he founded a 
new Coin of the value of the third part of an 
Aureus, that is a Crown of Gold ; and could 
he have moderated the Impofitions ftill more, 
he would have founded another new Coin of 
a Quarter Crown but when he found that 
the publick Neceffities of the State could not 
admit a Fall fo low, he let that matter alone. 
The large Gold Coins of the value of two, 
three, four, ten, fifty, and fome a hundred 
Aurei a piece, which Heliqrabahts had founded, 
he ordered to be fupprefled, and melted as 
Coins which particularly had this inconveni- 
ence with them, they put the Emperor upon 
occafions of lavilhing away more money than 
otherwife he would. Becaufe when his money 
is in leffer pieces, he can moderate his Bounty 
tietter as he pleafes. 

Ee 3 lift 
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Ke leldom wore Silks, and Velvets never 
nor allowed them to any in their Salaries ; noi 
gave them in Prelents. He envied the Riche 
of none. He aided the Poor ; efpecially Gen- 
tlemen that he faw were really decayed, and 
yet had not brought their misfortune upon 
themlelves by their Luxury, he always be- 
friended as much as he could : giving them 
Grounds, Servants, Cattle, and Utenlils for 
Tillage. He viewed all the Habits himlelf 
that he gave away to others,and often weighed 
hisGold and his Silver. He gave to the Sol- 
diers Shooes, Boots, Breeches, Coats and 
Cloaks. The Alexandrian Purple which is (o 
exquilite, is fo called at this day from him ; be- 
caufe it was his Dier that invented it. Noi 
that Alexander ufed it neither at all himfelf; 
but 1: was a fine Wear for the Ladies, and k 
obliged them to pay well for it. He often ufed 
a Cioak of Scarlet ; but yet in Rome, and in 
tr>3 Cities of Italy, he was always in a Gown, 
He never put on the Pratexta, nor the Ttgi 
Ttaa, that is, Robes of State fo called, but 
when he was Conful ; and then they were the 
common Robes which are preferved for the 
parpofe in the Temple of Jufiter. Only, 
when he Sacrificed in the quality of the So- 
-veraign Pontiff, then he put on alfo the Pra- 
:txta. He ioved plain Linen, without Era- 
broidery,, wkh esther Purple or Gold. For 
the Purple, he laid, did but, make it rough i 
whereas the excellency of Linen is it fmooth- 
nz\i : and the Gold made it vvorle, that is ftiff. 
ilis Srockms were always either Linen, or 
Woollen i 
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Woollen ; and his Breeches Whire,not Scarlet ; 
contrary to the Cuftom of the Emperors be- 
fore him, whofe Mode had been Scarlet. 

The Jewels and the Pretiotis. Stones that he 
had,he fold ; and put the money into the Trea- 
fury ; laying, it was not for Men, to wear Jew- 
els. He obliged the Princefles Royal to con- 
tent themfelves with one String of Pearl ; fome 
Pendants for the Ears, one Necklace of Pearl, 
one Coronet, when they affifted at the Sacri- 
fices, or Sacrificed themfelves i oneGown,Em- 
broider'd with Gold, and one Petticoat with 
not above fix Ounces of Gold. He did hirn- 
felf the Office of a Cenfbr, upon the Man- 
ners of the Age. The Great Men imitated 
him, and the Ladies of Quality followed the 
example of his Wife. He diminifhed the num- 
ber of the Officers of his Houlhold ; in which 
he made fuch a Reform, that he retained no 
more Servants in any of the Offices than ne- 
ceffity required. And therefore becaufe his 
Servants were^ew, and his whole Service of 
Silver that he had, was not above two hun- 
dred pound weight, when ever he made any 
publick Banquet, he borrowed both Plate and 
Servants of his Friends. He never admitted 
the Diverfions of the Stage-Players at hisBan- 
quets. He diverted him (elf the moft in the 
Aviaries, that he had built in the Court. 
Where he had Peacocks, Feafants, Pullets, 
Ducks, Partridges, and Pidgeohs. Of the 
latter particularly, it is laid, that he had to the 
number of twenty thoufand. And becaufe 
their Feeding mould not be a borden upon 
E c 4 • the 
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the Publick Stmt f he had Servants that main" 
tain'd them out of the Profit that arpfe from 
the Eggs, and the young that they produced. 

He often Bathed, both in his own Baths, and 
inthofeof theAntients, in Company with the 
People, efpecially in tho Summer, returning 
from thence to the Palace in his bathing 
Habit, with only a Scarlet Cloak thrown 
over him, to mark bis Dignity. His Run- 
ning Footmen were always lome of his 1 
Slaves: faying, a Freeman ought never to 
Run. but in the Sacred Games. His Cooks, I 
His Or- Filhermen, Fullers, and Bagnio-men, were I 
d:nr.g of always alio Slaves ; into whofe places, as they 1 
hl \ Se *' r d fell, he bought others. There were in all (even 
Treat G f - Phyficians to the Court under his Reign: 
| Cfr , J the chief of whom received a more extraordi- 
ry allowance. When he appointed any Per- 
lons to the Prefidenrihips of the Provinces, 
he furnifhed thera according to the Antient 
Cuftom, as Cicero calls it in hb time, with 
Money and Neceflaries, that is/ a Prefident of 
a Province received in Silver twenty pound 
weight, eight Mules, a couple of Horfes, two 
Gowns, one wearing Suit, one bathing Suit, 
a hundred pieces of Gold, one Cook, one 
Coacjiman ; and if he had never a Wife, he 
was allowed one Concubine : but then at his 
return he was obliged to reftore again all the 
Mules and the Horfes ; and the Coachman 
and the Cook, retaining the reft, if he had 
comported himfeif well But if ill, he was 
obliged to reftore fourfold ; befides the Con- 
fluence of- being Condemned for Embezel- 
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ling the Publick Goods and Money, and for 
cheating the State ; and in Adions alio of 
Recovery, on the part of the particular Per- 
sons, by him unjuftly uled. 

The Laws, that he made, are infinite. He 
permitted all the Senators to have their Chan - 
ots, and their Coaches at Ronu, filveredover : 
believing it to be for the Honour of the Ro- 
man Name, that the Senators of fb great a 
City mould appear abroad in fuch Equipages. 
The Confuls, the whole year rounds whether 
the two firft appointed upon the Calends of 
January, whofe names wereentred upon tha 
Records; or the others, the fecondary ones, 
who were appointed every two Months after- 
wards, were all Nominated and Created by 
him, with the Advice of the Senate. He re- 
gulated their Expenfe* ; and revived and Re- 
eftablilhed the days for their Ele&ions, every 
two Months, in due Order. He ordered that the 
Quseftors, at their entrance into their Offices, 
mould make the accuftomed Prefents to the 
People, at their own Expence; and that after 
their Quxftorlhips, they mould be raifed to be 
Praitor*, and in Confequence to go to Admini- 
nifter the Government of the Provinces. He 
fufFered the Officers who had the Guard of the 
Coffers of the Treafury, to be furniflied with 
Mony to make their Publick Shews to the 
People out of the (aid Coffers : but this was to be 
done however with great management. He had 
it fometime in his thoughts, fo to difpole thole 
Publick Shews throughout the whole year, that 
the People (hould be entertained with them 
once 
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once in every thirty days. But why he did 
not doit, is a thing that remains under the ob- 
fcurity of filencc. Upon the ferenth day of 
the .Week, if he was in Town, he went al- 
ways for his Devotions to the Capitol. At 
other times he went often to the other Tetn- 
Mj fo- pl e s. He was willing to have built a Temple 
&[ d :° unto Chf iff ; and had a defign to receive him 
•> into the number of the Gods, as it was alfo 
fometi me jn the thoughts of Hadrian, it is /aid, 
to do; who had exprefly order'd, in all Cities, 
Temples to be built without Images ; which 
. at this day being left unfiniihed and uncon- 
fecrated are called the Temples of Hadrian : 
who had however difpofed them for this pur- 
pofe: but then he was hindred from procee- 
ding any further by thofe who having con- 
futed the Affairs of Religion had found, that 
all the World would turn Chriftian,if this thing 
was once fufFered, and the other Temples 
would be defer ted. 

He made very pleafant Railleries ; and was 
of an agreeable Convention : and he was 
kind and gracious in his Entertainments ; in 
which it was permitted to ask him, whatever 
one would. He was intent upon the amafling 
of Money, Prudent in preferving it » and In- 
genious to find it where it was ; but however 
without doing a prejudice to any. He would 
not be faid to be a Syrian i but boafted himfelf 
to be Originally a Raman, by thofe from whom 
he had the Honour to Defcend; and whofe 
Genealogy he drew, in which he /hews, that 
his Family was Defcended from the MarceUi. 
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To the Rhetoricians, Grammarians, Phyfici- 
ans, Soothfayers, Aftrologers, Geometricianf, 
and ArchiteAs, he appointed Salaries, and Pub- 
lick Schools to Teach in, and lent them Scho- 
lars, that is, Children of a free condition, but of 
little or no Fortunes > for whofe Education he 
allowed them himfelE He deferred a great 
deal alfb in the Provinces to the Advocates at 
Law, and where he hath found, that they 
have Pleaded Gratis, which a great many did, 
he encouraged them, and gratified them. He 
confirmed the Laws from year to year, and 
carefully kept them in his own Perfon. He 
went often to take the Divertifement of the 
Stage, and had defigned to repair the Theatre 
of MarceUta. To (everal Cities, that had been 
defaced by Earthquakes, he allowed Money 
out of the Taxes towards the Rebuilding of 
their Publick and Private Edifices. He ne- 
ver employed but very little Silver upon the 
Temples, and not one Leaf of Gold > having 
always in his Mouth that Verfe of Ferfim, 

In Sacru quid facit Aurum ? 

That is, What mould Gold do in facred mat- 
ters i 

I come now to fpeak of his Expeditions of 
War ; which I (hall do in their order : And in 
the firft place I fhali oblcrve what his Cuftom 
was, as to thefe, for things, that were to be 
held in filence, and others that .he difcover'd. 
He never difcovered the (ecret Defign; 
but yet the day that he was to march up- 
on, was two Months before Proclaimed in a 
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Publick Edk% in theft fiords ; Upon fucb * Day t 
and fucb an hour I JksB depart from this City i 
and by the help of the Gods I (haB march the fir ft 
day to fucb a place ; and fo he told his feveral 
Stations and Encampments in order; and 
' marked the places, where he was to receive in 
Provisions, as far as till he arrived upon the 
Frontiers of the Country of the Barbarians : 
for from thence all things were hufhed, and 
all marched without the Barbarians being able 
to know the defign of the Roman Army. It is 
certain, that he never was deceived in any 
defign that he propofed ; becaufe his Gounfels 
were never fold by his Courtiers ; as all things 
under Heliogabalus had been by the Eunuchs; 
who area fort of Creatures that will be always 
Prying into all the Secrets of the Court, to 
the end to appear to be the only Perfbns from 
whom nothing is hid ; that they may obtain 
by that means what they defire ; whether it 
is to fatisfie their Vanity, or their Avarice. In 
His the mean time, in his Choice of Perfons to 
choice of be either Governors, or Procurators, or Con- 
PubUci trollers, or other great Officers in the Pro- 
Officers. vmce, he firft propofed their names to the 
People ; and defired them, that if they knew 
any Crime of which they fiifpe&ed and char- 
ged any of thole Perfons to be guilty, he mould 
be put to juftifie himfelf by certain Proofs; or 
otherwife anfwer for it, with his Head. For 
it was not a thing fit, he faid, That the Cbri- 
ftiam and the Jews fhould do this for the reeonu 
mendation of their Priefis, that are propofed to be 
Ordained; and that it (kould net he dent at to 
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the Governours of Provinces , unto whom are 
committed tb^Fortunet and the Lives of [0 many 
Men. w 

He appointed Salaries to thofethat are cal- 
led AiTehWs ; attending upon the Governors 
of the Provinces : but yet he often faid, That 
fucb Perfons efpeciaSy ought to be promoted to the 
Government of the Provinces, who know bow to 
Govern by them/elves, and not by AjfeJJours : ad- 
ding, that the Men of the Sword have their Ad- 
ministrations proper to them ; and the Men of Let- 
ters theirs ; and fo every one ought to aft according 
to the knowledge that be batb. Treature that 
had been hidden and was found, he gave a- 
way amongft fuch as had found it : only if it 
was very much, he added fome of his Cour- 
tiers to them. He took their names down 
in Writing, and refrelhed his memory there- 
with upon any occafion, to whom he ever His prw 
gave any thing : and if he knew fome, that dent Li- 
hid askt him nothing, or very little, whereby beralttj. 
to augment their Fortunes, he /poke to them 
■ and faid, What is the matter, that you ask me 
for nothing ? Do you intend to make me ytur 
Debt our} Ask me, for fear I (hould be reduced 
to be a private Man again, and then you [hould 
complain of me. What he beftowed by way of 
Gifts, were Eftatesof Malefa&ors Condemned, 
excepting the Gold, Silver, and Jewels ; for 
all that was remitted into the Coffers of the Ex- 
chequer. Then he difpofed of the Offices in the 
Army, and the Governments of the Provin. 
ces, and other Civil Offices in the Provin- 
ces; where he' changed his Receivers from 
time 
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time to time. Not one of them accomplifh'd 
a lull year ; indeed he hated them^though they 
might be Men of Honefty too -^becaufe, he 
(aid, Tbej -were Necejfary Evils. As for the 
Prefidents, Proconfuls, and Generals, he ne- 
ver made thofe by Favour, or with the fingle 
defign to enrich them : bat he made them ei- 
ther by the Judgment of the Senate, or the 
beft of his own. 
His Car: He difpofed his Armies in the time of an Ex- 
efkts So!- pedition, fo that they received their Provifions 
,eri ' in the places where they rendeveuz'd; without 
carrying with them Subfiftance for more than 
ievemeen days; unlet it was in the Country 
of the Enemy, and there he alfo affifted them 
with Mules and Camels ; faying, That be de- 
ftred to look more after his Men, than bimfelf^ be~ 
caufe the Publick Safety was in tbem. He vi- 
iited them (when Sick) in their Tents; even 
thofe of the loweft Ranks ; and cauled them 
to be carried upon Waggons, and to be fiip- 
plyed with all forts of Neceflanes. But if they 
were too Sick to Travel, he recommsnded them 
to the careot the good Houfe keepers, and the 
nrtuous Women in the Cities and the Villages, 
where he pailed ; to whom he pa;d the Charges 
of their looking after, whether they recovered 
or died. 

Story c f Ovinias Camillus, a Senatour of an Antient 
Camillu*. Family, had once the Vanity, being conceited 
on that account, to think of Revolting, and 
letting up himfelf to be Emperor. Which 
being Difcovered, and certainly Proved to A- 
hxander Severat, he line for him to the Court. 

Telling 
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Telling him, That he gave him Thanks, that 
he was fo willing to take upon htm the Care of 
the Empire ; %ov> contrary foever it was to the Sen- 
timents of others, that yet were good Men. So 
he took him with him to the Senate, and cal- 
led him his Colleague. In the mean time Ca- 
milluf was in the greateft Confufion and R«- 
morfe.of Conference. He received him af- 
terwards into the Court; and admitted him to 
his Table, and Habited him with the fame 
Imperial Ornaments, .or better than his own. 
Then the War againft the Perjians being de- 
clared, he asked him if he would go to it and 
bear him Company. They began their march 
together on Foot; Severus, earneftly inviting 
him to bear the Fatigue with Patience. But 
after five Miles walking, Camillus tired; and 
then Severus ordered him a Horle. After two 
days more march, he was tired again with his 
Horfe; and then Severs// put him upon a Car- 
riage, but yet neither "did this make him ea- 
fie : but whether it was with Fear, or that 
he truly defired no more of the Glory that 
attended thofe Travels ; he Abdicated the Em- 
pire with all his Heart, and would rather have 
died than continued in it. Then Severus dif- 
miffed him, and fent him under a Guard, 
whom he defired to take a care of him, Home, 
to his own Houle in the Country in lafety ; 
where he afterwards lived a long time ; buc 
was at laft killed by the Soldiers, but yet with- 
out the Command of the Emperor, who had 
altogether gained his Heart, and had treated 
him with fo much Humanity. I know very 
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well, that this hath been thought amongft the 
Vulgar to have been the Action of the Em- 
peror Trajan. But fince neither Marius Maxi- 
ma hath taken any notice of it, nor Fabius 
MarceUmm, nor Amelias Verm, nor Statins 
Vakns, who have all of them written the Life 
of that Prince : And on the contrary, lince 
Seftimim, Acbtlitts, and Encolpim, who. have 
written the Life of Alexander Sevens, and all 
others that fpeak of him, have remarked this 
Action to be his ; I hope that the Authority 
upon which I alio do fo, will appear to be of 
more Weight and Credit ; than vulgar Fame, 
and any common Rumour of the People. 

He never fuftered Offices, to which belong'd 
Power of Life and Death, to be fold : faying, 
He that Bzjes, mufi necejfarily Sell again m bis 
turn. But I will have no Merchandise made of 
the Powers if that Nature; {hould I Juffer them, 
n would not be in my power to Condemn them. 
For I flxuld be afbanud to punifh a Man that Sells 
as he Buyes, to make uf bis Accounts. He made 
Ordinances touching the College of the Chief 
Priefb, the Commiffion of the Sjfindecimviri, 
or fifteen Priefts for Religious Affairs, and the 
College of the Augurs ; which merited to be 
fie/*- received in the Senate. The Cbrtjtians having 
r^'/fa- SP^^ mt0 c ^ e PofTeffion'crf a certain Pubhck 
Place for the Exerafe of their Religion, and 
on the contrary the Company of the Cooks 
and Vi3uallers claiming the fame, and pre- 
tending that it of right belonged to them ; he 
decided the matter betwixt them by his Re- 
icript in fhefe words ; It it bitter rather ibante 
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leave a place to the Cooks , to give it to Men thdt. 
will Honour God in it } let it be in any manner 
wbatfoever. 

With thefe great Qualities therefore both for J„ JfJJ 
Peace and War, this Emperor entred upon an p er fian 
Expedition againft Perjia ; in which he Com- Exfediti* 
oorted himfelf with that Difcipline, and that on. 
< mfideration for the Dignity of the Empire,; 
that it was laid, they were more like fo many 
Senators, than Soldiers that he brought with 
him. Where-ever the Legions marched, the 
Tribunes, the Centurions, the Soldiers were 
fo quiet, lb modeft, and fo belov'd for their 
Difcretion ; and then the Prefence of their 
Prince was accompanied with fo many excel- 
lent Qualities ; that the People of the Pro- 
vinces confidered him as a God. And cer- 
tainly the Soldiers loved him, as if he was their. 
Brother or their Son ; and infinitely refpe&ed 
him as their Parent. They were handfomely 
Cloathed, and nobly Armed : their Cavalry 
well mounted, and compleatly Furnifhed and 
Caparifoned : fo that to fee the Army of A- 
lexander Severtts, it was enough to give one an 
leda of the Grandeur of the Roman Empire. 
He particularly, with all his Power, endea- 
voured to appear worthy of the name that 
he carried, and which is more, to furpafs the 
Macedonian of the lame : and /aid, That there 
ought to be a great difference betwixt Alexander 
of Rome, and Alexander of Macedon. He had 
Companies in his Airny, as that Macedonian 
had, that were r.'rned with Shields of Silver, 
and Shields of Gold. lie made a Phalanx.con- 
F i fifting 
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fitting of thirty thoufand Men , whom h< 
called by the name of his Pbalangieres ; b] 
whole means he did a great many Noble Ex 
ploits in Pirpa. This Phalanx was compofec 
of Six Legions, who were all equally wel 
armed, and for their great Services judgec 
worthy to be all at double Pay after the enc 
of the War of Perfia. 

The Royal Prefents, which were made him. 
he beftowed upon the Temples; but Jewels 
he fold : becaule he thought it was an Effemi- 
nate thing to keep Jewels; which are neither 
fit to be given amongft the Soldiers, nor to 
be worn by a Man of Bravery. An Embafla- 
dour having prefented his Wife, the Em pre ft, 
by him, with two Unions of a great Weight, 
and an extraordinary Size, he ordered them to 
be fold ; but there was no body to be found to 
come up to the Price. And for fear that they 
fhould draw from the Emprefs heifelf, an ill 
Example, if {he ufed a thing that was not to 
be Purchafed, he Dedicated them to ferve 
for Pendants to the Ears of a Statue of Venus. 
His Piorsftour in his Minority was Ulptan; to 
T^'hom h.s Mother Mamwaa was at firft averfe; 
but afte- wards ihe thanked him, when fhe 
fiw that her Son had attained to be 16 great 
an Emperor, by following efpecially his Coun- 
Js.'f, in the Government of himleif and the 
Sure. And yet Ulpian laboured under the ill 
will of the Soldiers ; and but that the Em- 
peror dsfcndsd him, certainly they would of- 
ten have murdered him in his Prefence. In 
all his Marches, and all his Expeditions, he 
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dined and topped in Publick, with his Tent* 
open for all the Soldiers to fee him, which 
pleafed them well. He eat the common His Jiucl 
Ammunition Bread, and made the Round in MjctpM.e 
every Quarter, and futfered 'no one whatfo- 
ever to be abfenr from his Colours. If in 
tMarching any one had but ftepped afide to 
take the leaft thing from the Inhabitants of 
the Country, wheceever it was, he was ei* 
ther beaten with Rods in his preferice, dr con^ 
demned in a Mulct ; or if his Quality had fet 
him above this, he reprimanded him himfetf 
publickly, to make him alhamed," and laidi 
Would you be wilting that this fhoulA have beeii 
done upon your own.Efiate, whtth you do to eoo>~ 
titer's ? It was a great Exprcffion with him at 
all times, Do not that to another, which you would 
m that another fhould do to you j whether he 
had heard it from the Jewt or from the Chn~ 
ftians, he retained it well, and it Was altoge- 
ther conformable to his Sentiments. There- 
fore he ordered it to be proclaimed by the 
common Cryer, when he corrected any Per- 
fon. He loved it Co, that he mads Infcrip- 
tions of it upon his own Palace, and upon the 
publick Works. 

Having been told once that a poor old Wo- 
imn had been outragioufly injured by a Soldier, 
who was by Trade a Carpenter, he not only 
calhiered him the Army, but gave him to be 
the Woman's Slave, to maintain her ever 
after, by his Labour. And though the Soldiers 
complained of this, he perfuaded them all to 
fupport with patience fuch an Example of Mi- 
F f 2 litary 
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Ikary Difcipline, and at the fame time he mad 
them to fear him. His Reign was withou 
Blood in this Senfe, that he fpilt not the Blooi 
of any one of the Senators, as the Grecian Hi 
ftorian Htrodian hath obfsrved; but yet hi 
fhewed a great deal of fharpnefs, and of feve 
rity in his Reign ; and efpecially, he was fi 
ngorouj upon the Soldiers, that he often dil 
carded entire Legions of them at a time ; ne 
ver fearing the Mutineers of his Army, be 
caufe he knew that they could fay nothing a 
gainft his Life, nor could reproach him, tha 
the Tribunes or the Captains under his Ah 
thoricy, had ever retained any thing of theii 
Pay from them. And when a Soldier u 
well doatbed and armed, bis BtUj full, and fame- 
tbtng in bis P*rfe, then, he faid, it u that be tbt 
mcjf fears you; for it is Necefftty tbat reducti 
Soldiers to all forts of Defpair. In fine, he or- 
dered the Officers of the Army to be waited 
upon by none but Soldiers, whole Number was 
limited ; that is, he ordered, that there fhould 
be four Soldiers to march always before a Tri- 
bune, fix before a Commander, and ten be- 
fore a General. 
An in. Now to the end to fhew you his Severity, 
fiance of and how he carried himfelf in his Affairs with 
hisfleaiy s 0 i t ] !erSj 1C w ill be convenient to give you 
r, '- r " one of of his Harangues that he made to them. 
When he wa; come to the City of Antwch, 
and had been toid'one day, that fome of the 
Soldiers had put tliemfelves into the Baths there 
with the Women'of Pleafure, he ordered them 
all to be taken, and laid in Irons. This be- 
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ing known to the Legion unto which thofe 
Soldiers belonged, they were all immediately 
in a Mutiny. He called a Council of War, 
and the Prisoners being all brought before him, 
arid all the other Soldiers ftanding round about 
him in their Arms, he fpoke thus ; 

My Fellow Soldiert, 

I Hope, you will be tafily perfuaded to dif allow 
with me, the things that have been commit- 
ted by [ome of your Comrades. For the Difciphne 
if our Anceftors u what muft neceffarily take 
flace here, if we would preferve the State. For 
when once that Difciphne is lo/l, then adieu to 
the Glory of the Roman Name, and the Roman 
Empire- Nor u it to be (uffered, that Men Jbould 
ttke the fame Liberties in my Reign, which late- 
ly they did under the Debaucheries which were 
commuted in the time of the impure Hclioga- 
balus. Shall the. Roman Soldiers, pur Comrades, 
md my FeUoWrCompranions m Arms and War, 
Drink, Bath, ffhore, and live in all the fbft and 
luxurious ways of the Greeks, and Jhall I endure 
this long, and thofe there, (hall I not punifi them ? 

With this the Tumult increafed, and they 
fet up a Clamour againft him. Bur he went 
on and find ; 

Nay, keep your Clamours to terrific yrur Enemy 
in the Field, and be/lew them not in vain upon 
pur Emperor. Certainly your Mafiers who fir ft 
taught you Arms, have told you, that you are to 
cry out ft againfi the Sarmatians, the German;, 
F f 3 tkt 
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the Perfians your Enemies, and not agair.fy hit, 
who cut of the Contributions of the Provinces feed 
yz:i, and gives ycu Cloaths, and gives you ycu 
Fuj. Forbear then that favagt Noift, ■which i 
only fit fir Battel, lejt in a word, and tn i 
breath, this day I break you all, and fend yc: 
i -me to your Hsufes, fcarcelj with the Name c t 
Romans." For how deferve ye, to be of the mm 
isr rf the leaji cf the Common People of Rome 
t»:hfs yru acknowledge the Right of the Law. 
cf the Roman Empire. 

Here they began to grow worfe, and to me- 
nace Ik in wish their Swords. He went on ; 

Threaten your Enemy, and turn your Arms a- 
g-i:*j} thofe, if you arc Jo Valiant; me you Jt 
n -t affright with tt : and (liould you kill here n 
jingle Man, the Empire, the Senate will not k 
wanting to me, the Pec fie c/* Rome will revenge mi. 

They fliil murmuring not the lefs for this, 
he cried wich a loud voice, / disband you, k 
gme, and Isy down jour Arms. 

After thcle words, thty all laying down! 
;heir Arm-S and difcharging themfelves ot] 
their Military Accoutrements, by a wonder- 
ful Example, retired every one, not to the 
Camp, but up and down to the Inns, which 
was the firft time that he made it appear 
what his Seventy could do. In fine, his 
Guards that had attended upon his Perfon, 
rook up the Standards that the others had laid 
down , 
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down, and carried them to the Camp, and 
their Arms were gathered up by the People, 
and brought to the Palace. But however, 
this Legion which he had thus caihier'd, in 
thirty days afterwards, upon Interceffion made 
for them, before he fet forward to engage the 
Verfians, he reftored again to the fime Rank 
which they had held before in the Army j 
and the Bravery which they in particular fhew- 
ed upon that occafion, in which they did Won- 
ders, was the great thing that gained him the 
Vi&ory; Some of the Officers, in the mean 
time, he had not /pared to punifh with death, 
becaufe it had been by their negligence, that 
the Soldiers had been fo debauched with the 
Pleafures of Daphne, and becaufe they had 
not taken the Care that was fufficiem to have 
hindred this Sedition of the Army. 

He marched from the City of ' Anx'mh to give 
Battle to the Perftam, well provided, and with 
great magnificence. Artaxerxes, the moft Po- He Je. 
tent King of Perfia, came againft him with/"""'-* 
feven hundred Elephants, one thoufand and Perfian! - 
eight hundred armed Chariots, and a Body 
of Horfe of many thoufands. But the Victory 
was on the fide of the Roman rmperor, who 
in the Fight vifited the one and the other 
Wing, and encouraged the Soldiers, and was 
often within Perils himfelf, and fignalized his 
Valour with his own hand. After which, he 
returned again to Antiocb, and made his Army 
rich with the Booty that they took, and the 
Depredations that he permitted the Tribunes, 
the Captains, and the Soldiers to make upon 
Ff 4 the 
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the Provinces of the Enemy. The Terfian 
then fiift began to fubmit to the Dominion o 
the Romans. But becaufe the Kings of Perji, 
think it an Indignity for thofe that belonj 
to them to be made Slaves, he fent their Ran 
fbms, and the Pnfoners were reftored, anc 
the Money given either to fuch as had taker 
them Prifoners, or elie put into the Trea 
fury 

After this noble Expedition he came to Rome 
where he received the honour of a Triumph 
performed with great Magnificence, and ther 
he made this Speech to the Senate upon the 
occalion ; which I have taken out of the Jour 
nal of the Senate, upon the feventh day of the 
Kalends of OVnbtr. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

WE have vancjwflxd the Perfians, and we 
have no need of any great Eloquence to 
recount tie particulars to you. Tou may pleafi 
inly to knew, -what their Arms were, and htw well 
provided they came. They ca,me with [even Hun- 
dred Elephants, and this is the firfi time that 
we have ever feen in the Field fo great a Num- 
ber ; end tbefi carried Towers upon their backs 
full rf Archers, and Loads of Arrows. Three 
Hundred cf tbefe we took, Two Hundred more 
were iilltd upon tee place and Eighteen we have 
brought hither with hs. Then they had Eighteen 
Hundred Cbaruts, armed with cutting Scythes. 
We cculd have brought with hs of tbo(e Chariots 
Two Hundred, whereof the Bcajts were killed. 
2nt bovtvtr, we thought fit to forbear that, be- 
cauft 



Vol. I. Emperor Aurel. Alexand. Severus. 

caufe it is an cafic thing to make them ourfelvts. 
We have cut in pieces an Army of a hundred 
and twenty thousand Horfe ; and ten thoujand 
Compleat CuiraJJiers, with whofe Spoils we have 
armed our Men. We took a great number of the 
Periians Prifoners, whom we have fold- The 
Country of Mefopotamia, betwixt the two Ri- 
vers of Tigris and Euphrates, which had been 
fe negleBed by my Impure ProdeceJJour, Helio- 
gabalus, we have Re- conquered and received in- 
to our Obedience. We have put the mofi Potent 
King Artaxerxes, as he ts entituled ; but who is 
fo in ejf'efi, as well as by Name, to flight. The 
Country of Perfia be held htm (lying ; and in the 
fame place, where the Romans heretofore in the 
defeat of CralTus lofi their Banners, the Perfians 
now have left us theirs. Tou fee, Fathers of the 
Senate, what we have Atchieved ; the Subjeft 
needs no Eloquence to adorn it. The Army is come 
home Rich. None think their Fains toe great, 
that Conquer. It ts for you to appoint Publtck 
Tbankfgivmgs to be made upon this occafim ; to 
the end that we may not feem ungrateful to the 
Gods for the fuccefs of our Arms. 

The Acclamations of the Senate followed. 

The Gods preferve our Emperor , Alexander, 
Conquerour of the Periians. We Congratulate 
your Majefty, your moft great Viclory ; your Ma- 
jefty hath merited moft truly the Name of Con- 
queror of the Perfians and Paithians. The Gods 
faveyou. We behold your Trophies. We fee your 
Viilory. All thanks tq our young Emperor; the 
Father 
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Father of hit Country ; our Sovtraign Pontiff. 
By ftu we will hope for ViSory over the Ger- 
mans. By you we will hope for ViSory from 
nil Parts. Tour Majefiy takes the way to Con. 
nuer. Ton Command the Soldiers. The Senate 
m enriched. The Army is enriched. The People 
of Rome are enriched hj your Majefty. 

Then the Senate Adjourning, he went from 
thence to the Capitol: where having per 
formed the Sacred Ceremonies, and Dedicated 
to the Temple of Jupiter Come Armour of the 
Perfians to be hung up there, he fpoke to this 
parpofe to the People. 

Citizens and Commons of Rome, 

I Have overcome the Perfians, and my Army 
it returned Rtcb home with the Booty that they 
have made. We promife to give you a Largefs ; 
and to Morrow we will give you the Games of 
the Ctrque, on the occafion of cur Cewjtujis. 

This is the account of this Expedition, which 
I have round upon the Annals , and in the 
Works of many Hiftorons. And as for what 
fome fay, on the contrary, That He was be- 
trajed by a Slave , and in/lead of Conquer- 
tug Artaxerxes, fied , for fear of being Con- 
quered himfelf; or particularly what Hero- 
dtan fays, That Artaxerxes loft bis Army hy 
Famine, Cold, and Sicknefs ; in which Opini- 
on he is very lingular, I leave them to be 
contradicted by the Judgments of all fuch as 
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have Read, and are bed acquainted with this 
Hiftory. 

After all thefe things, full of Glory, ac- 
companied by the Senate, the Order of the 
Gentry, and all the People, through Crowds 
of . Women and Children on all fides, and a- 
bove ail the Soldiers Wives; contemplating 
his Pre fence and his Meen, and^Werving him 
as he paffed with admiration. "He marched 
from the Capital to the Palace, on Foot ; fol- 
lowed by a Triumphal Chariot, drawin by four 
Elephants. He was fo born up in the Hands 
of all People i that he fcarce finiflied this 
Space in four Hours, and from all (ides they 
cried,how happy is Rome in ftich a Prince. The 
following day, was fpentinthe Games of the 
Cirque, and the Diversions of the Stage. And 
then he gave the Poor a Largefe » and Efta- 
blifhed Penfions for the maintenance of the 
Children of the Poor, according to an Ex- 
ample of Antoninus Pint > and in the Honour 
of his Mother Mammaa, tholeGhildren were 
called the Children of Mammza. 

The Affairs of the Province of Mauritania His Sue- 
Tmgitana in Barbary had been in the mean ce S et h 
time very loccefsfol under Furiut Celfw ; as h ", Ge ' 
were thole of the Province of lllyrkum un- nnals ' 
der Vmvs Macrinus', his Kinfman ; and thole 
of Armenia under Junm Palmttm : fo that 
from all places they lent him Letters, Crown- 
ed with Lawrels v which being publickly Read 
to the Senate and the People, he found hfnv 
felf adorned and faluted by all the Titles that 
could appertain to him. Therefore as for 
Men 



The Life *nd Reign of the Vol. I. 
Men that had behaved themfelves Co well in 
the Provinces, committed unto their Govern- 
ment, and yet had never been Confuls, he 
appointed them the Honour of wearing the 
fame Marks and Ornaments, as thofe that 
had. He pat them into Eftates, if they were 
Podr and advanced in years i and gave them 
Places in the College of the Priefts. He gave 
the Captives that he had made of divers Na- 
tions, amongft his Friends » lyilefs they were 
of Royal Blood, or of more than Ordinary 
Quality > and then he Deputed them to the 
Services of War, bufin no great Ports. The 
Lands of the Enemy, which were Conquered 
upon the Frontiers, were given by his confent 
amongft the Officers and Soldiers; under a 
Condition that their Heirs after them Ihould 
be obliged to take to Arms ; and that thofe 
Lands mould never come to Perfons of ano- 
ther Condition i becaufe he (aid , that the 
thoughts that they were to defend their own 
Eftates, would make them fight more freely: 
He furnifhed them wkh Cattle and Servants, 
neceflary for Tillage ; left either through the 
want of Hands, or the Old Age of the Pot- 
fellbrs, the (aid Places mould come to be a- 
bandoned again i which he thought would be 
a thing very fhameful. 

After tbele things, forafmuch as he lived 
in a great love and efteem of the Senate and 
the People, they were unwilling to let him 
go to the War againft the Germanic although 
they all hoped for Viftory from his Arms. 
Gsllta was. at this time ihceflantly ravaged by 
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the Incurfions of that People : which was a 
matter of great trouble to the State, and to 
himfelf ; and that which yet encreafed their 
refentments, was, that after the redudion of 
the Country of Mtfofotamia, and the defeat 
of the Forces of fo great a People as the 
Perfians, the Nation of the Germans mould 
now menace the Heads of the State, which 
yet had been always fubje& to Emperors, that 
had not Reigned with fo much Glory. So he 
enterprifed this Voyage by great Marches, and 
all the Soldiery were very much pleafed with 
it. But yet meeting again in Gallia with fbme 
Mutinous Legions, which he reje&ed; and 
the Gauh being of a Temper to be hot and 
fierce, and often troublefome to their Em- 
perors, they could not find themlelvesdifpofed 
to fupport a Treatment which was fo (evere, 
efpecialiy after fo fbft a Reign as that of He- 
liogabalus's And whether that it was they, or 
Maximin that .had fet Affaffines upon him, he 
was killed at a Village called Cecil, in the Pro- 
vince of Bretagn \ not by a confent of all, but 
by a party of Soldiers, who took their oppor- 
tunity to do it, when he had few Perfons a- 
bout him. At the fame time they inveigh'd 
outragioufly againft him and againft: his Mo* 
ther ; as a Covetous Woman, earned to a- 
mafs Riches ; and by whofe Counfel he had 
a&ed in all things. He Reigned thirteen years 
and nine days ; and had lived twenty nine 
years, three months and (even days, And his 
Mother Mammaa was killed with him. 

The 
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Omins of The Signs that fore ran his death f ,were 
hiDMh.&ele. Upon the AmWrerfary of his Birth- 
day, as he affifted at the Sacrifice, the Beaft, 
which wis the Viaim, betook itfelf to its feet, 
and would hare efcaped in its blood : and 
rufting into the Company, where the Ern^ 
peror Was it Icfc forrie of its Wood upon fifs 
Robes. A large and old Laurel, at a certain 
place where hepaaed to the War, dy«d oin js 
Hidden. Throe Figtrees, to which he Tent bad 
been fattened, and which were of thofe fort, 
that they call the Akxtadritn Figs, dyed alio an 
a fudden. A Woman, that was a DrmJ cried 
after him in her-Laaguage, You may go; but 
never hope far Victory >. rior ; truft to j>our 
Army. He began an Harangue, that he made 
to his Soldiers, before he went to feek the E* 
nemy, with thefe fatal words; The Eaa&sr 
Heiiogabahis bavmg bet* killed. But all thefe 
things however he mighttlydefpued ; and pat-, 
ting hirnfelf upon his March to meet the fine* 
my, he was kilted at the Place above- men* 
tioned. 

He had Dined that day,, as it was his Cu- 
ftora to do, Pubhckly, and had eaten of the 
common Bread, and Provifions of the Army; 
nor, when his Tent was fearched and ran- 
fackr, was thereeny thing extraordinary found 
in it. After Dinner, as he had repofed him- 
lelf to Sleep a little, which was about the hour 
of One, a Spy of the Con fpira tors, that be- 
longed to the Guards, had entred into his 
Tent, and had found him awake ; but every 
body elie afleep : and the Emperor feeing him, 
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(aid ; What is the matter, my Friend: any Newt 
of the Enemy ? The Man withdrew to his Con- 
federates, and.fpUrred them on to the Enter- 
prtte, by the excellency of the Opportunity, 
which offered itfelfl So a great number of 
them immediately broke in, and cutting off 
every one they found, they came to the Em- 
peror, and ftruck him feveral times through 
the Body \ of which he died inftantly. Soma 
fayj that there was not a word fpokert ; but 
only the Soldiers cryed to him, Away with 
you ! Be gone. 

Maximin t who (ucceeded him, and who 
carried on the War againft the Enemy ferved 
himfelf, for that purpofe, of all the Military 
Preparations of this Prince. Amongft the 
reft, efpecially of all the Auxiliaries of the 
Armenians, Mefofotamiatit, Parthians, and others 
out of theEaftj beeaufe being excellent Ar- 
chers, none were of greater ufe againft the 
Germans, than they. 

His contempt of Death had mown itfelf 
not only in that fiercenefi, with which he had 
always humbled the Soldiers ; but alio in this. 
That when Tbrafjbttlw an Aftrologer, who 
was his particular Favourite, had told him; 
that his Fate was to dye by the Sword of the 
Barbarians, he was glad of it, in the Opinion 
which he had, that he was like to dye in the 
Field of Battel j which he thought a death wor- 
thy of an Emperor. Then he argued upon it, 
and oblerved, what excellent Men in all times t 
have died Violent Deaths, in which number he 
recounted the Great Alexander of his own 
name; 
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name; Pompey, Julius Cdtfar, Dtmoft bents, Ci- 
cero, and other famous Perfonages ; fo that he 
dehred nb greater Honour than to die in the 
Field of Battel. He believed that it would 
make him Comparable to the Gods. But he 
miftook the PrediSion, for he died not in the 
Field of Battel ; although it was in the time of 
a War > and yet died by the SwtrJ of a 'Bar- 
barian. For that Spy, who had firft broken 
into his Tent, was a German, and one that 
killed him. 

The reft of the Army were fenfibly touch- 
ed at his death, and revenged it upon the" 
Authors of it : and the People of Rome , all 
the Senate, and all the Provinces never re- 
fented any thing worfe. Nor were they left 
aftonilhed, when they heard that he was fuc- 
ceeded in the Empire by Maxtmin, and his 
Soa Wherein all the World judged very well 
the hard neceffitvof his Deftiny ; becaufe they 
faw a Man raifed to his place, who was of no 
Birth nor Breeding, and whofe grofs Rufticity 
gave them an occafion to apprehend all things. 
The Senate Confecrated him a God ; and a 
Monument was Erected to his Memory in Gal- 
ha, whilft his Body was interred in a moft 
Noble Sepulchre at Rome. - His Priefts were 
appointed, as likcwife his Feftival; which is 
at this day Celebrated with great Devotion. 
But Corns pretend to fay, that the occalion of his 
Murther was ; becaufe by his Mother's advice 
he was for quitting the War againlt the Ger- 
mans, and tor returning, out of Vanity, with 
her again into the Eaft. But to fay the truth, 
I take f 
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I take this to be nothing but a Fi&ion of thfc 
Creatures of Miximin ; to the end, that ifr 
Should not be . thought that ft ve<y good, an 
JEmperor had been killed by their Friend, gg&. 
. trary to the Laws of God and Man. : . 

Hithertothe Empire of the-Fj^pICjof R+mei 
hath had for the nioft par/c JP/inces,, wh^tf 
Reigns haver been i> the> juration fonj# f 
thing confiderable. But a(tcq Alexander Sett*, 
rw arofe many, who as they/had haftjly nj|j|f 
in, fo they :wer€;is, haftil^oae #fier j^vothsf, 
driven, aw-a.y. from the Thgona again.-' -£05 
fome Reign«4/ half a yeajrj^tne.ayear^pj 
thers perhaps, r,ea<$hed totwoyfars; but tifes 
is JkipoO-,. till we -come to Pr^ace&.iyb<) ' 
f^^Hbcen4<e?i ; .f hellhounds,- qf : the i \^ : mp!ire. 4 ;.5 
wpqra Uy yiitrttiartj and thq(a f hat follow j ,of 
whofe Liyefci as modi, as,wirjc*n find iojpft 
(aid hereafiey. ;!WC ft^H nj^t^fijhto write and 
pubiifhif. .,. ; . . r v . ; 

_That which is'Qondemngdjtg AUK^er St*. Faiifis if 
vfrwi \%\ that he denyed hif^tive Goui>tryj Stverus. 
and Would not ac> all pafs for, a Syrian ; that ho 
loved Money ; was extremely Sufpicious; 
invented many new Ta^ces j defired to appeajj 
as, another Alexander the Qreat ; was too ife- 
vere upon 'the Soldiers; and was too inquiticive 
into the Affairs of particular Perlbns. But as fo$ 
thofe who deny, that he had not been Created 
a C*Jat by the Senate, but by the Soldiers; or 
that he was the Coufin German of Heliigaba-, 
ltts\ they are greatly miftaken ; and to fee 
their error 4 let them perule, as we have dune^ 
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the Htftorians of his time ; elpecially Acbtlius, 
who is very particular upon hm. 

Trnr Aiojtfiy, O mop SdcrtJ Conftantine, is 
pleated many times to ask ; from whence it 
comes, that a Stranger ami a Syrian did make 
Inch an excellent Prince; when focha treat 
number of others of Rom** Blood, and out of 
the Provinces of the Empire, that have Reign- 
ed, have been Wicked, Impure, Gruel, Ab- 
ject Unjuft and Diflolnte. I humbly defee 
therefore your Majefty to obferve, as to this; 
that according to the Sentiments of good 
Men, Nature which is the Common Mother 
of us all, is faffictent to AA in this fort, and 
fo he might be Bom a good Prince. But be- 
fides, he had an Example immediately before 
his Eyes, of a very ill Prince that was killed, 
And after his Death dishonoured ; and die 
fear which js fuggefted by fcch a Fate, could 
not but hare an influence upon him, to make 
him better. But becaufe theft Reafons are a 
little remote, and too general, and I am fen- 
fible, that I ought to fuggefttbe Ttuthto Your 
Majefty, I lhall refer my lelf to your Royal 
Goodnefi, and your Clemency, in declaring 
what at ieaft I have read upon this Subject. 
Your Majefty remembers very well, what no 
doubt you have feen in Marios Mgximm ; that 
a State in which the Prince is himfelf bad, but 
his Counleliours good, is in a better Conditi- 
on, and in much greater Safety, than when the 
Pnnce is good, but his CounfcHours are bad. 
For certainly one ill Genius may very well be 
Amended and Corrected by many, that are 
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good. But a greae many* that are all bads 
will never be Corre<aed by one, let him be 
never To good. And this is what was* once 
laid by Homullns, unto the Emperor Trajam ; 
where he compared the Examples of Claudius 
and Vomit im, with one another. Dentition, 
he laid, was a very ill Prince, bat yet he had 
Counfellours that were good. Claudius was 
not (oill a Prince as Dominan t buc his Coun- 
fellours were bad- But yet Claudius was of the 
two the moft hated in his time. And certainly 
it is always better to fuffer under the weight 
of one that is bad, than under many. 

But to return to my purpofe. It is true, that 
AUxmdtr Stvertts was a .very excellent Perlbn 
himfelf;and wasalfodireaedby the good Goun- 
fels always of his Mother, who was a very ex- 
cellent Woman; which laft thing alone is cer- 
tainly a great Argument of his goodnefs. But be- 
fides all this ; he was ferved by Councilors who Cbarader 
were Holy and Venerable Perfonages : without "/ hit 
Malice, without Faction, without Knavery, Cm >f<l- 
without inclination to Evil, without Animoft- 
ryagainft the Virtuousj without DiAolutenefs, 
Without Cruelcy, without defign of Surpnfing, 
or Mocking, or making a Property of their 
Prince. But full of Integrity, Venerable, 
Continent, Religious, lovers of their Prince; 
they expofed nothing that he did; nor fuf- 
fered it in others ; they made a fecret Gain to 
themfelves in nothing; they falfified nothing ; 
they Diffemblcd nothing; they never betray- 
ed him ; and they loved, and advanced his 
Reputation, Add to this another thing, that 
G g x ' . be 
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he Banifhed the Eunuchs from his Counfels, 
and his Service; as being the only Creatures 
who ruin Princes. For it is they, that have 
put them upon the living after the Examples of 
Foreign Nations ; and the Mode efpeciaily of 
the Kihgs df'Perfa ; that Cow Divifiohs be- 
twixt the beft Prince and his People ; that are 
Spyes from fide to fide ; and report an anfwer 
contrariwtfe often, than it is given, 2nd keep 
their Prince lock'd up, and carry all things (o 
fecretly, that he knows nothing. For being 
bat Slaves bought with a Price, how fliould we 
expect better from them ? No, (aid Alexander 
Several , My Captams, Confuls, and Senators, 
fhall never \yt at the mercy of Slaves, that are 
biuebt and (hid. 

I am (enltble, Great Sir, of the danger 
which there is in fpeakwg thefe things before 
an Emperor, who mould repofe himfelf in 
fuch hands as thefe, and fliould be the Slave 
of thefe Slaves. But our Felicity is, that as 
loon as Your Majefty had well undefftood, 
what Mifchiefs thele Pefbdo bfing along with 
them, anci how they Circumvent the Princes 
whom they ierve ; You, out of your Royal 
Care to the lnterefts of the State, have re- 
duced thsm to that pafs, that you fufFer them 
not to continue within your Houfhold ; not 
fo much as to be your Menial Servants. 

Another eminent thing, which Contributed 
to the Felicity of Alexander Severut, is this > 
that he law no one at the Court alone, un- 
let it was his Captain of the Guards, and par- 
ticularly Ulpian. For otherwile he had al* 
ways 
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ways Company prefent; to the end, tp give 
to no Perfon whatfoever an opportunity of re* 
patfenting their Convention with him falfly 
to others, nor of fpeaking ill of others to 
him. Efpecially he did this after the Cor- 
rection, that he took of Turinm\ who had. 
often vaunted of fpeaking things to hira, . which 
he never did ; and of receiving anfiyers from 
him, which he never gave him ; and this, only 
to fqueeze Money, and enrich himfelf by chat 
means out of the Pockets of his -Clients; 
though at the fame time he made a Cully and 
a Fool of his Matter. 

To all which we muft add* that lk^Alexanfr 
der Severus had found, that either,,hi5.-Coun- 
fellors or his very Relations had dpne. ill, he 
punifhed them ; or if the Obligations of his, 
former Friendftiip with, or his nearer , Alliance 
to them, did not differ him to punifli thjsm j. 
yet he fent them from himj and laid, The 
whole State is dearer to me than tbeje. 

Now if your Majefty pleafeth to, know by 
Name, what Men they were, whpro he calJed. 
to his Counfels, this is a Lift of ibme of 
them. 

Fab tut Sabinus, the Son of another, famous; A Lift of 
Sabinus ; a Perfon of fublimc Virtue j and, bu Coun- 
the Cato of his time. 

Domitm Ulfian, a raoft Eminent Pro&flbr 
of the Law. . ■..,>■■.. 

Antoninus Gordianus , the Son of the Emperor 
Gordianus , and afterwards Emperor, himfelfj 
a Perfon of great merit. 

G g J julim 
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Julim Ptmlm, a moft excellent Profeffor 
of the Law. 

CUuiimVtnMtm, anOratourof a profound 
and diffufed Eloquence. 

Vomftmm t an Eminent Profeflor of the 
Law. 

Alfbtmts. Afriesnus. 



All Profeflbrs of the Law, and (bmetime 
the Scholars of the moft Renowned Papiniatf. 
They all were the Familiar Friends of this 
Pnnce ■> as both Acholtm and Manus Max'tmus 
allure us. 

Cstilim Sevtrm, his Kinfman, a very learn- 
ed Perfon. 

<y£li*s StrenisHu$ t the mod Holy Perfon of 

his rime. 

Qutnttliui Maretllui, than whom all Hiftory 
does not afford a better Perfon. 

All thefe therefore, and others, to them 
ftitable, being his Counfelbrs, and unani- 
moafly Confpirirrg to the good of the State, 
whac coold there be done or imagined to hurt 
it ? Ic is true, that in the beginning of his 
Reign, for (ome days a multitude of ill Per- 
lons, of whom the Court was full at the death 
of Hc*3g*b0iuT, had negleded no means to 
engage his Atie&ions in their own favour. 
B-r his early Prudence difcovered them : He 
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nift them in tbt Bud, and drove them all from 
him ; and then formed himfelf a Council of 
fuch Holy and Upright Members, that They 
very much guided him/ who was otherwife a 
Stranger, and a Syrian, to be that good 
Prince that he was. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, thofe ill Princes, whom your Majefty 
hath obferved to have been Romans, labouring 
under the misfortune of ill Councils alfb, that 
made them yet worfe ; we Have them deliver- 
ed down to us, heavy laden with a Burden of 
Vices, of thofe of their Counfellours, and thofe 
of their own. 
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TH E Life of our Blefled Lord and Sav jour 
jefus Chrjft. An Heroic Poem : Dedica- 
ted to Her moll Sacred Majefty, in Ten Books. 
Attempted by &amuiWeftet t M. A. each Book 
illuftrated by necefUry, Notes, explaining all 
the more difficult Matters in the whole Hi- 
ftory : AUb a Prefiratory Dilcourle concer- 
ning Heroic Poetry. The Second Edition re- 
viled by the Author, and improved with the 
Addition of a large Map ,of the Htfcf.aiul j 
and a Table of the Principal Matters, ; ; with 
Sixty Copper-Plater, by the celebrated Hand of 
W. Faitiorne. Folio. 

The Second and Third Parts of the Works 
of Mr, Abraham Cowley. The Second con- 
taining what was written and pubklhed by 
himfelf in his younger Years, re printed toge- 
ther : The Sixth Edition. The Third Part con- 
taining his Six Books of Plants,, viz.. the Firft 
and Second of Herbs, rfhe Third and Fourth of 
Flowers, the Fifth and Sixth of Trees ; now 
made Englifr by leveral Hands, with necenVy 
Tables to both Parts, and divers Poems in praiie 
of the Author. Folio. 

Refolves : Divine, Moral, Political. With 
leveral New Additions in Prole and Verfe In 
this 



this Eleventh Edition, References are made to 
the Poetical Citations heretofore much wanted. 
By Owen FcBtbsm Bfq; folio. Price 12 1. 

•TheWorksof the Famous Nubelas Mecbiv*!, 
Citizen and Secretary of Florence. Newly and 
faithfully Tranllated into Englifh. Fol. Price 1 5 /. 

The Whole Doty of Man, according to the 
Law of Nature, by that Famous Civilian Sa- 
rmul P*ffenJorf ; now made E*gli(h. Oclavo. 
Price 3 *. 6 i. 

Tk.WXms PraAice of Phyfick, being the 
whole Works of that Famous Phyfician ; ren- 
dred into fecond Edition, with Forty 

Copper- Plates. Folio. 

The Hiftorical and Mifcellaneous Trads of 
the Reverend and Learned Peter Heylin, D. D- 
now colle&ed into one Volume. And an Ac- 
count of the Life of the Author, never before 
publilhed. Folio. 

The Religion of Proteftants, a Safe my to 
Salvation ; with a Dilcourfe of the Apoftolical 
Inftitution of Epilcopacy. By W. Chilling- 
worth, M. A. To which in this Edition, is ad- 
ded his Letter, {hewing ths Reafon why he left 
Popery. Folio. 

The Hiftory of Q; Elizabeth, by W. CamiJen, 
King at Armsl Fourth Edition. Folio. 

An Impartial Collection of the great Affairs 
of State, from the beginning of the Scotch Re- 
bellion in tho Year 1639. to the Murder of 
King Chariot the Firft. Folio. In two Vol. By 
Vr.Nalfon. t 

tougialts ' Monafticqn Anglicanum. Folio. 
In three Volumes. 

The 



The Hiftory of King Edward U. King of 
England, and Lord of Ireland. Folio. 

DrJT<tf*'s Prate of Phyfck. Oftavo. With 
his TreatSfe of the Plague. Price 7*. 

Bifhop Ujheri Poorer of the Prince, and the 
Obedience requir'd of the Subject, with a large 
Preface, by Bifhop Sanderfm. Odavo. 

Animadvert on a Book Entitled, The Theory 
of the Earth. By Herbert Lord Bifhop of Hereford. 

A Treatife of Moral and Intellectual Virtues, 
wherein their Nature is fully explained, and 
their Ufefulhefs proved. By J. Hartcltff, B. D. 
Pjice 4* . 

Contemplations Moral and Divine, in two 
Parts. By Sir Matthitp Hale, Knight, late Chief 
Jufticeof theKing's-Bench. O&av. Price $r. 

A Voyage to Suratt, in the Year 1689. giving 
a large Account of that City, and its Inhabitants, 
and of the Englijh Factory there : Likewiie a 
Defcription of Madera, St. Jago, Amobm, Co- 
bend*, and Malemba (on the Coaftof Africa) 
St. Helena, Johanna, Bombay, the City of Mu- 
fcatt, and its Inhabitants in Arabia Felix, 
Mocha, and other Maritim Towns on the Red- 
Sea, the Cape of good Hope, and the I/land of A- 
fcenfion. . By J. Oving ton, M. A. Chaplain to 
HisMajefty. OUav. Price 6 s. 

A plain Method of Ghriftian Devotion ; laid 
down in DiCbourfes, Meditation?, and Prayers, 
fitted to the various Occafions of a Religious 
Life : Tranflated and Revifed from the French 
of Monfieur Jurieu, the two and twentieth E- 
dition, with a Preface. By ^.Fleetwood, Chap- 
lain in ordinary to his Majefty. Price}*. <sd. 



EMPEROI 



GLQMAN 

5uetoniixs 



to t 



Tall of the TZmpire^i 



t the tfitieer-de-luce. t 



^Zhtft&an* Church in tt&t street. J 6 9 



The LIVES 

OF THE 

Roman Emperors, 

from 

Oomitian, where Suetonius Ends, 
to the Cftafcitfomettt of €fniftimitv, 

under Co nstak tine the Great. 

Containing thofe of 
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JDVE^T 1SEMENT. 



THE Continuation of Theft 
Lives from Cmftantme the 
Great inclufively down to Auguftu- 
lus, under whom that mighty Em- 
pire received its Period , is now in 
Hand, and will be finiihcd with all 
Convenient Expedition. 



ERRATA in Vol. I. 



in fptUing their Blood. O'er. /. 8. r. di Roma, he. p. 

8 1 . in the rrurg. dele hit Wife. p. 87. /. x f. r. Cities, 
Templei alfo. He. p. 96. in the marg. r. Honour den; to 
Hi Wife, p . 115. U 23. </r/f Tho'. />. 147. /. 32. /or Coach 
r. Couch. /. 147- /• 8. dele without Orders, and r. unlaw- 
fully, p. 1 64. /. 4. for m\\it r. virifq; p. /. *7./cr this 
r, their. />. 151./. 1 r. after him *Ji ; />. 2S0. /. 1 5. foron 
r.or. p. 285./. i7.r.appI|to nimfdf. p. 330. /. 9. <Me 
about the Emperors. />. 339. /. 24. <£f.'e when. /. 15. r.when 
he fad they had deterred. />. 366. /. 1 5. r. he began. 



ERRATA in Vol. II. 

PAG. 7.' line 3 c./«r Bells re<td$t\tt. p. 6.1. 18. r. gave 
him. 18 Ai7./«rfee r. ftcure. f.Z2./.33.r.Tow/.s. 
/. *3. 1. 5. r. Palace, p. 84. i r. ihe Aqua;di)L l h. 
/>. S9. /. 16. r. the Senate's own Power, p. icq. I. j ;. ;. 
devoted. Sir, p. ii6./.o. r. a fudJen. f. l.6.forPc- 
milion? r. Pavilion'; /. 16. >■. oi a Goj. ;. 134./. 7- <&<'f 
f I it /. 19. r r.ndin confort. p. 177. /. 20. r. no fnuli 
Miracle, p. »J9. /. 1 1. r.that you taken./'. 30;. /. \C 
r. there were three. 
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Lives in Vol. II. 



MAximine, Father and Son, "\ 
Gordianus, Father and Son^By Jul. Ca- 
Gordianus III. ( pitolinuus. 

Maxitnus and Balbinus. j 
The Emperors from Gordianus III. to Valerian ; 

A Supplement. 
Valerias Father and Sen, T 
Gallienus, Father and Son, C By Trebellius 
The Thirty Tyrants, f Pollio. 

Claudius. j 
Aurelian, T 

Probus. J 
Firmus, 1 

Bonofus. ) 

Carus, 1 

Numerianus 4 C*far, > By Flavius Vopifcus. 

Carinus. 3 

Dioclefian, "1 

Maximian, C n. i 

ConftantiusGhlorus,r ^ * Bern * rd * 

Galerius. J 

J^S THE 



THE 

LIVE S 

O F 

Ilius Spartiakus, 

And the other 

AUTHORS, 

Compofers of the Body 

Of the following 

HISTORY. 

Extf a<ftcd from the 
Second BOOK of Latin Hiftorians 
of GE%A\T> V0SS1US:' 

MELIUS SPARTIANUS, 

THIS Author flourifh'd in the time of tit 
Emperor Diocletian, to whom be dedi- 
cates the Life of Adrian, as alfo tbefe of 
/EliusVerus,o/DidiusJulianus, e/Severus, and of 
Pefcennius Niger. He has like-wife left m tot Lift 
a cf 
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ef Antoninus Caracalla, but without any Dedi- 
cation. As for that of Antoninus Geta, we find 
it addrejfed to Conftantinus Auguftus. It feems 
dp from the beginning of the Life of iElias Verus, 
as if he bad written tot Lives ef thefe Emperor^ 
who reigned before Adrian. And abtut the latter 
end of the Life of that Emperor, he gives us a 
view of what he had defigned, in thefe words ; 
Having propofed to my felf to write the Hi- 
ftory of all thofe, who fince the time of Julius, 
have been called Cafars, or Augujlus, or that 
have been Princes adopted, or Natural Sons 
• Tbi *Mpf the Emperors, or * Confecrated as Ce/ir's 
the* *jfcfc' n dred. But we have no Reafm to believe that 
tbeofiu ever finifhed that Defign, fmce Vbpifcus, who 
J lived after bim, affirms in the Life of Aurelian, 
that the Life of that Prince bad never been writ' 
ten by any one before himfclf. As to the re/2, the 
. Learned Salmafius teBs us, that in the CoOettim 
of Spartian'/ Worh, which he found in tit Pala- 
tine Library, there were further attributed to him 
the Life of Antoninus Pius, and thofe of An- 
toninus the Fbilofcfher, of Verus, of Pertinax, 
of Clodius Albinus, and of Macnnus, which 
are publijled under the Name of Julius Capitoh- 
nus, and alfo that of Avidius Caflius, commonly 
fuppofed to be written by Vulcatius Gallicanus; 
and moreover, the Lives of Commodus, of An- 
toninus Diadumenus, of Heliogabalire, and nf 
Alexander Scverus, which art attributed to £am- 
pridrus. But I fliaS have occafiou to fpeak here- 
after of thefe which are fuppofed to be writim by 
Vulcati as and Lampridius. As for the other that 
go under the Name p/Julius Capitolinus, Voffius 



Six Hiftqrians;, 

bad this Opinion of them, vii. that the par- 
ticular CoUeBion of Lives, above mentioned, in the 
Palarifie Library, is no [ufficsent Reafon for us 
to recede from the commonly received Opinion that 
Capitolinus was the Author of them ; nor ought 
we to be at aU fttrpri fed that we find here t as many 
Books at theft are Lives, nor yet at afhat Cajarqjf 
flUS birtfilf fomiwberc tells us, that be would if % 
fan/ it convenient, include the Lives of two or 
more Emperors together in one Volume ; for i% 
fine, he was not always of the fame mind, ha- 
ving in the beginning deftgned a 'particular Book 
for each Life, and afterwards included- ftikral 
Lives in one, as is evident from the beginning of 
the Lives of the Gordiani, whereof we -will treat 
more largely in the Life of Capi<olinus. As for 
the Stile of Spartianus, and the other Compofersof 
tb: following Hiftorx% which we find commonly 
joynd together. Eralmus has this of them tn bjs 
* Ciceronian. One can find nothing, Jsc/ides the 
Truth of the fchftory, in thofe Authors that is 
ufeful or entertaining ; for, to fpeak the Truth 
of them, they retain very little of the Purity 
of the Latin Tongue, But here Erafmus t a 
little too fever e, and what Reputation feevff 1 be 
may have acquired for Learning, and particularly 
for bis Knowledge in the Latin T»ngut y yettnfbts 
cafe, we ought no more t« rely on what he fajs t 
than on Horace in the Cafe of Plautus, or on 
Quintilian in that of Seneca and fame others t 
who, nttwtf hfiapdinr their RefiecJions, have con* 
tmutd to preferve an inviolable Reputation: 



a a Vuieatitu 
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VulcatiusGallicanus 

THE 

SENATOR. 

TO underfiand bow far Vulcatius Galli- 
cjhus bad engag'd himftlf t» give us the 
Hiftory of the times wherein he lived, we 
need cnlj have reccurfe to tbofe words of bis, in 
the Ltfe of Avidiqs Gaflius, which is the only 
one be has left us, viz. I dehgn, f»ys be, to 
Diocleftan Augujlus, to write the Live* of all 
thofs, who, either juftly or unjufily, have been 
ftiled Emperor, to the end, to reprelent as 
it were at once to your v;e\v, ali that have ar- 
rived to the Imperial Dignity, or been ho- 
noured by the Title of Augujlus. But it is cer- 
tain that hi never accompltflied that Defign, fince 
Vop-.fctis f as I before mentioned ) tells us, fpeak- 
ing if bmfelf, that be was the firfi that ever 
writ the Life of Aurelian ; and we may fafelf 
conslttde that Vopilcus lived feme time after Vul- 
catius, f.nce be makes mention of Trebellius 
PolHo, at the beginning of the Life of Aurelian, 

and of Jjhus Capkohnus, and /Ehus Lampn- 
dius, 



Six Hiftorians. 

dius at the beginning of the Life of Probus. But 
thofe were aU contemporary -with Vulcatius. But 
it may not be unworthy our obfervatim, that among 
the antient Collections of the Worki of Spartian, in 
the Palatine Library, we find that of Avidius 
Caffius, attributed there to him, as the Learned 
Salmafius has remarked, who fetms inclinable to 
think that they are one and the fame Author, both by 
reafon of the time wherein he lived, and of the 
Stile, and fame DeJIgn of the Hiftory ■ becaufe, 
as Latlipridius relates, he had propofed to. himfelf 
to write an Hijlory of aU the Emperors, who lived 
fince Julius Casfar, who bad been dignified by the 
Title of Cxkvs or Auguftus, and to make there- 
of as many Booh, at he (hould write Lives. Which 
you may alfo rend m -the third Chapter of the Life 
of Avidius Caffius ; The Lives of all thofe who 
had either juftly or unjuftly been ftiled Em- 
perors, as we have already remarked. We may 
add to this, that as it is certain that Lampri- 
dius never accompli[h'd his Defign t fo the Author 
of the Life of Caffius has alfo left his imperfect: 
For as 1 have. already [aid, Vopifcus maintains 
that no one before him had written theLife of Aure- 
lian, and he bos made no mention at all of Vul- 
catius, when he had a very fair Opportunity of 
doing it, where he tells us ; That in his Me- 
moes, he would content himfelf to imitate 
Gargilius Martialis, Julius Capitolinus,- ts£ltus 
Lampridius, and others, who, in what they had 
tranfmitted to Pofterity, had been more ob- 
fervant of the Truth of the Hiftory, than of 
elegance of Style. But it may be [aid, that he 
alfo comprehended Vulcatius in thefe words, and 
a % others. 
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others, &e. and that be would not txprefs tit 
Name of this Author, beeaufe though be might pro- 

pofe to bimfelf to write of all the Emperors, yet 
thai might only be perhaps out of fome fort of 
Emulation of Spartianus, and that there *r great 
probability, be contented btmfelf with only the Life 
cf Avidius, or perhaps fome one more that may be 
finct loft. To this alfo may be added, that if 
thts Life of Caffius bad not been written by Vul- 
catius, haw eontet a about that it never went 
under the Name of Spartianas, of Lampridius, 
or of Capicolinus ? Or if tbert bad been any 
Error in the Manufcripts, it is probable fome 
would have gone under one Name, and fome un- 
der another, and yet we find in all the Copies, 
end all the Ediuens, the Name of Vulcatius Gal- 
iicanus prefixt to them, which we find Ho 
where el(t\ 'and in that it » evident, the Copiers 
were net m.Jiakm. 



Juiius 
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Julius Capitolinus. 

HE has written tbt Life of Antonipus Pius, 
and addreffed it to the Emperor Diocle- 
fian ; whofe Name be makes ufe of for the 
Life of Marcus Antoninus tbe Philofopher, tbo* 
none of the Editions have any Dedication prefix J 
to them. He dedicates alfo to Dioclefian the Life 
of tbe Emperor Varus; to -which , if that be not 
ratbtr to be attributed to Spartianus, we mat 
further jtyn tbe Ufe of Pertinax. For the Life 
which we have under the Name of Claudius Al- 
binus, it dedicated to the. Emperor Conftantinus, 
and not to Dioclefiah, as Cafaubori thinks in 
the beginning of bis Notes on Spartian. We have 
alfo bjf him the Life of MaCrinus, and tboje of 
the two Maximini, and of the three Gordiafll, 
dedicated to tbe fame Conftantinus. As forthofe 
of Maximus and Balbinus, which we have alfa 
under hit Name, tbej are without any Dedication, 
and M far the reft which ' be writ of other Emperors, 
they 'are loft. If u evident that he has not car- 
tied vo the fame Deftgn throughout hit Work, of 
making a particular Book for each Life, as he pro- 
pofid at tbe beginning, but has fain into am~ 
tip Method, at be acquaint us bimfelf at the 
beginning of tbe Lives ef tbe Gordiani, where 
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be tells us exprejly, that be bad changed bis mind, 
as to that, and afterwards gives us bis rtdfon 

fcr fo doing. 



iElius Lampridius. 

THIS Author ts one of tbofe whom Vo- 
pifcus pretends to imitate in bis lift of 
Probus. We have Four Lives done by 
him, viz. tbofe of Commodus Antoninus, of 
Antoninus Diadumenus, of Antoninus Helio- 
gibalus, and «f Alexander Severus ; the Two 
latter whereof are dedttated to Gonftantinus Au? 
gufh s. But we have [oir.e reajon to doubt whe- 
ther Lampridius was the Author of the Life of 
Alexander Severus. It ts true, tt is attributed 
txbim tn the Edition ef Milan, which is the firfi 
thst was ever extant, but that excellent Mam- 
fcrift of the Palatine Library, afcribes it to Spar- 
nanus, as does alfo Robertas a Porta of Bolo. 
ma. hut that CoUtclton e/" Spartianus'/ Works 
:n the Palatinare, whereof Salmafius Jfeaks, 
dees n-t only, afcribe this Life to him, but 
alfo tbofe of the Three Antonini, which I 
have jut ku> wntiored ; which if it be true, 
ihere will not enc remain fcr Lampridius. But, 
he is as it will, we cave no Reafcn to give more 
Srtdit to the Palatine Cotkclion ] than to fo many 
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other Mamfcrips of. Spattianus which have htm 
publi[bed. Which notwithstanding if it fttm to 
hear too much upon tbofe of the contrary Opinion^ 
1 fbaB. be willing to perfuade my ftlf that yElius 
Spartianus, and jElius Lampridius were the 
(ante Perfon, it being eafie to apply that of Aufo- 
nius to the prefent Caf«. 

Three names are commonly affe&ed by 
Perfons of Quality. 

Moreover, befides thofe three or four Lives, 
Spartianus writ fame other between them and 
that of Marcus Antoninus, whereof he makes 
mention in the beginning of the Life of Commo- 
dus : and yet notwitbfiandtng did not Compofe the 
Lives of all the Emperors down to Gonftantinus, 
or to Dioclefian, as one may eafily guefs from the 
Life of Aurelian written by Vopifcns. 

"thus, at far as 1 fee, we may without much 
difficulty Concede that /Elius Spartianus, and 
jElius Lampridius were the fame Perfon, undtr 
three names, as I have faid before. And if this, 
or both, were of the Family of the EXmtu, from 
which the Emperor Adrian alfo was defcended, 
their Original was illuftriom enough : but this is 
all very uncertain, and we can draw no fatiifa- 
ttory Cswlufimt from it. 
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TN the firft Edititn of thit Author which 
I wm at Milan, we find him wiled Tre- 
bellius, and not Trebellius, according to A- 
venomis"/ CerreSion, in the fe'eond Book of bis 
Amah, where be (peaks of Ancient Writers: 
But that, in the Option of VoflSus, was not at 
all necejfsrj, For among Ancient Infcripti- 
ons, fays be, jtu may find, Trebellius Peli- 
dianus, Trebellius Marinus, Procon/ul, Trebel- 
liaTydie, and fttch like. We may add that T 're- 
bellius a formed" from Trebius, which is very 
frequently found among the [aid Infer if tims J a? 
Trebius Gerraanus, Trebios Longus, Trebia 
CF. FUumena. ffay, as Salmahus remarks t 
there are fame Ancient Manufcripts to be feen, 
wherem this very Author is called Trebjui Ppl- 
lio. Be it as it will, This Pollio, fays Flarius 
Vopifcus in the Life of Aurelian, Has Compofed 
an Hiftory of the Emperors both thole that have 
render'd themfclves famous , and thofe that 
have led obfeure Lives, down from the two 
Pbiltp to Claudius, and his Brother Quintilius. 
But there remains of this Authors, Neither the Lives 
of the Philips, nor the Life of Decius,. who fuc- 
tttdtd the Philips ; ntitbtr thofe of Gallus and 
Volufia- 
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Volufanu^ who came after Decius. Alfo mt 



have only one part left of the Life of Vale- 
rianus the Father, towards the end: hit we have 
that which follows, and alfo the Lift of Vale- 
rianus the Son, the Lives of the two Gallieni, 
and of the thirty Tyrants who ufurfed the Em> 
fire in the time of Gallienus. 

As to . his Book, which he Entitles s)f the thirty 
Tyrants, if [terns to have a refpeS to the thirty 
lyrants which Commanded in Athens after Ly- 
fander ; and without doubt this Author bad a 
fanfie *to parallel the Roman Empire w'ttb that 
State, in having alfo thirty 'tyrants m the time 
cf Valerianus and Galhenus, becaufe there were 
feveral. But be reckons no more, than twettty 
nine, wherefore to make up the number tf thirty 
he adds Valens to them, who Itvd before, and 
indeed he bimfelf owns that he revolted in 
the time of Deems. But if we may exceed the 
time of Valerianus, and Gallienus, we may add 
a great many more btfides Valens. Hewfoever 
fo fmaU a fault as this fcarce deferves. Criti- 
c'tfing upon the Judgment cf this Hiftorian : 
and there is yet lefs reafon to reflet! , on him for 
bis admitting, two Women into bis lift of Ty- 
rants, viz. Zenobia and Victoria: for it is 
common to denominate things from the Nobler 
Gender; thus you fee Women admitted into the 
.number if lUukrius Poets, as Sappho and Co- 
rinna ; but for this Trebellius excufes bimfelf 
at the latter end of bis Work. He Uv'd in the 
time of Conftantius Chlorus, Father of Gon- 
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ftantinus, as we may eafily Conjectuu, fince be 
mentions him in the beginning of the Life of 
the Emperor Claudius, Brother of Quintilius. 
Which agrees very -well with what ht [ays of his 
Uncles being a Familiar Friend of the young 
TetriCUS one of the thirty-Tyrants. 

Vopifcus cemmends the diligence of this Hi- 
storian 6t the beginning of the Life of Firmus. 
Furthermore, if we confider the time wherein be 
lived, his Language and Stile are not unworthy 
cf praife, whereof Gefner in the fir/} Tome of his 
Bibhotheca, gives this Encomium, thit they 
are not without Loth Politenefs and Nicety ; but 
that m fome {laces his Stile rifes a little too 
high for Wfiory : and Vdffius a of the fame 
Opinion. 



Flavius 
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Flavius Vopifcus. 

THIS Author, a Sicilian Born at Syra- 
cufe, has writ the Life of the Emperor 
'Aurelian, and alfo of Tacitus, and ha 
Brother Florianus; to which he likewife adds 
that of Probus, which he Dedicates to Rufus< 
Celfus, as he calls htm in the Life of Firmus. 
Afterwards he Compofed thofe of the four Ty- 
rants, Firmus, Saturninus, Proculus and Bo- 
nofus, and laftly thofe of the three Emperors 
Carus , Numerianus , and Carinus at once, 
which is all remains of his ; for we have no 
Author that attributes any thing elfe to him. As 
for the time wherein he livd we have fufpcitnt 
Authorities to afcertatn it. He tells ;:s him/elf 
that his Uncle was prefent at that Harangue made 
when Aper was killed by Dioclefian. In the 
Life of Carinus he Celebrates the praijcs of Di- 
oclefian WMaximinianj&/"Galei ;us and Con- 
ftantius, and fays that each of their Lives was 
written in Jo many particular Books by Claudius 
Eufthenius, Secretary to Dioclefian : And fa-, s 
on that very Subject, it muft not he Expected that 
ho (Iwuld do the fame, becaufe ic is very dan- 
gerous to Write the Hiftories of Princes while 
they are alive. Whence it it Evident that he 
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Itvti after the time Conftantius Chlorus, Father 
of Conftantinus. And be fays in the Life of 
Aurelian, We have at prelerK Conftantius for 
our Emperor. But I am aft to think that that 
wot the firft Life be Writ, and that be Cempofed 
that of Carinus after the death of Ccnftantjus: 
for if it be net fo, in the room of Conftantius 
we mufi read the Emperor Conftantinus, or lift 
tmderftand Conftantius, Son of the faid Con- 
ftantinus. But the firfl of theft t-wo Opinions 
m far the mc/i probable ; and etrUinly, by tbofe 
■wards which Ve find in the Life of Probus, it is 
Evident that be Writ long before that the life of 
Aurelian, viz.. But fince no other undertakes 
ir, I cannot fufter, after having been the only 
Perfbn that has Writ the Life of Aurelian 
(which I did as exactly as I could)- and having 
ajfo. Compofed the Lives of Tacitus and Floria* 
nus, that that of Probus, and the memory of 
hts glorious Adtons mould lye buried in filence. 
If I live I defign alfo to write all the Lives of 
the Princes fince his time down to Maximian 
and Dtocltfian. Metbinks we have reafon to 
praife, in Vopifcus, befdes hts Learning, the or- 
der -whtcb be always obferves, in the recital of 
what .hi Writes ; which Spartianus, Capitoli- 
ni:s, and the other Authors of the Imperial Hifiory 
have not took fo much care of fince in the Judg- 
ment of fever al, Affairs therein are far more Con- 
fufed. He had Itkewife propofed to bimftlf to 
Write the Life of Apollonius Tyanarus, wbofe 
Sorceries the Gentiles made ufe of to oppofe t and 
fit up agatnfr the true Miracles of Je/us Chriftj 
and m the Life of Aurelian be calls that Impo- 
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fior,k Perfon who had acquir'd a vaft Reputa- 
tion by his Wifdom, in the ancient Opinions 
of the Philofbphers, a real Friend of Truth, 
and worthy of Divine Honours. And a lit- 
tle after. What Perlon was ever feen more ho- 
ly, more venerable,more poflefled of the Opi- 
nions of the Ancients, and more Divine a» 
mong Men ? He reftored Life to the Dead, 
and both fpoke, and did many things above 
the reach of human Power. But if any me 
would know more as to the particulars, let him 
read tbefe Grecian Author t who have written hit 
Life, From tbefe words it it eafie to guefs, what 
a Rbapfody of Lies we might have expected front 
Vopifcus concerning thit Perfon, whom he fo much 
admired, if he had writ hit Life, which he pre- 
fentlj after promifes m Language which fujjici- 
ently tefiifies the Veneration be paid to his me* 
mory- 
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\\ AX-lAdlN tlid Firft was a Bar- 

l\ /I ^ r/ ' w Born ' of a Vl!la S e ot> the 
I 1 \/ 1 Province of Ror?i**ia, tliac if, the 
1JL ▼ JL Antient Tbrau.-. 'His Father's H« £x- 
Name was Mecca, his Mother's Hababa : Ths traction; 
Wis a Gof6, the other an Under the 

ftcign of the Emperor Sep'tmus Stverus, he 
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became firft a Soldier. Under the Reign of 
the Emperor Alexander Severus he Rife and 
Flourifh'd ; infbmuch that he Succeeded him 
in the Empire ; and being unwilling, after he 
was Emperor, to have it known, that his Fa- 
ther and his Mother were both BarfyijLi, he 
ordered the Names of" them, which *ne had 
difcovered at the beginning, to be as much 
as was poffible, fupprefled again, and conceal- 
ed from the World. 

He was a Shepherd in the beginning of his 
Youth ; and as he grew, he fometimes even 
then, was the Champion of the Village of 
which he was. His Firft Service as a Soldier, 
was amongft the Horfe, becaufe of his great 
f.zz and ftrength of Body, which fitted him 
more especially and cut him out for a Trooper. 
He acquitted himlelf in that Quality to ad- 
miration. He was of a Manly Look, Rough- 
hewn, Fierce. Proud,ap: to Contemn; which 
yet did not hinder him from being oftentimes 
j aft in what he did. The Occafion which in- 
troduc'd him into the Knowledge of the Em- 
peror Septimius S ever us 3 was this: That 
Prince, upon the Birth of Geta his younger 
Son, appointed a Divertifement of fome Games 
and Exercn'es to be performed by the Soldiers, 
and pro poled Prizes for the Conquerors, in 
. pieces of Silver of fine Bracelets, Collars, and 
little Bells. Muxitnin was as yet a Youth, and 
could fcarce b^akthe Latin Tongue. How- 
ever he took the Courage upon him, in Words 
which were partly Latin and partly Jbracian, 
pubhckly to beg leave of the Emperor, that 
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he might try his Skill again* fome who ap- 
peared in the Lifts, and who were Men of a 
more than ordinary Account amongft the Sol- 
diers. Severn admiring him for his Size, 
match*d*flim, being a Barbarian, not with the 
Soldiers, but fome of the ftouteft Slaves and 
Drudge* of che Camp ; of whom he over- 
came fixteen one aftei*another : for which he 
received as many Premiums, proportionable 
to the meannefs of the Combat, that is, they 
were of an inferiour Value to thofe that were 
appointed for the Soldiers ; and withal he was 
ordered to be taken into the Army. Another 
day as Severus went to the Camp, he obferved 
Maxim'm in the Crowd Dancing and Leaping 
after the Barbarian way. Several ordered a 
Tribune to Reform him, according to the 
Difcipline of the Romans' Maxim'm under- 
ftanding that the Emperor had fpoken of him, 
and being proud to be taken Notice of, ad- 
vanced to the lide of the Emperors Horfe, 
and began to Run by him as he Rid. Severta, 
to try his Running, gave a loofe to his Horfe, 
and took feveral Rounds, till fatigued by rea- 
fon of his Age, and feeing Maxtmin ftill keep 
clofebyhim, You Thmcian, fays he to him, 
can you Wreftk as well as you Run ? Sir., fays 
Maxtmin , as much as yvu f.eafe. After this 
Severus difmounted, and ordered fome of the 
frefbeft and the ftrongeft Soldiers to be.pickc 
out, to Wreftle with him: Maxtmin over- 
threw feven of thefe one after another, with- 
out Breathing; for which he received the 
Wbre-rrientjon'd Prizes in Stiver, and Stventi 
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beftics, Aid him the particular Honour to pre- 
fect him with a Collar of Gold, and he placed 
him in his Guards du Corps, becaufe he mould 
te always by him. This made Maximin a 
Remarkable "Man, and acquired him a great 
Efreem. The Tribunes loved him. His Fel- 
low-Soldiers admired him. He obtained of the 
Emperor any thing thajt he defired; who pre- 
ferred him above the reft of the Soldiers, 
though he was as yet a Youth. He excelled 
all in the Heighth and Vaftnefs of his Body, 
with which he had at the fame time a good 
Meen; and in the largencfs of his Eyes, which 
were no lefs Bright and Handlome. It is cer- 
tain, that Max:miu often drank Eight Am- 
pbors of Wine in a day ; and eat either Forty, 
or as s./£//bj Curdus fays, Sixty pound of Flelh. 
But he kept himfelf wholly from Herbs, and 
rarely eat any Cold Meats, unleft it was, when 
he was under a neceflity of drinking. He of- 
ten preferved his Sweat, and received it into 
Cups, or a little VelTsl for the purpofe; fo 
that he could fhew you, two or three Quarts 
of his Sweat at a time. 

Under the Reign of Antoninus CaracaUus , he 
long Commanded as a Centurion, and con- 
di-ccee pj-tiiS. and ferved feveral other Oc- 
:>;;g:;5;\ :\:z Army. He hated the fucceedmg 
Rugr o: . -i Miicrinuix becaufe that Prince 
hac beer. t".e Author of the Murder of Ante- 
r.-.-u: Ca;-:-':'. i: , who was the Son of Severus, 
■: > '...5 M.\.miks mil Mailer. In this 
:.J^r, the-ve :.c quirted the Army, and 
L-jt r-, :: ! j t an Elate in 2 Village of Ro- 
mania, 
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mania { where he was born. There he conti- 
nually entertain'd a Commerce with the Goths. 
The Gotbt loved him entirely, as if he was their 
own Fellow- Citizen : The Alans did the ftm;, 
and brought him, whenever they approached 
to the Banks of the River, Prefents, which he * 
returned in others to them again. But when 
Opilius Macrinus, together with his Son, was 
killed , and Maximin found that Helicgabalus 
was preferred to the Empire, as tlv; Reputed 
Son of Antoninus Caracallus, Maximin, who was 
then of a mature Age, waited upon him with 
a Complement, That as he had tad the Ho- 
nour of the good Opinion of his Grandfather 
the Emperor Severus, fo he wifh'd, he might 
be fo happy ?s to have his. 

Heliogabalus rallied with him in his Impure 
Way, and faid, Maximin, Thou ha(t Tyred thy His j\e- 
Sixtecn or Twenty, or (ometimes Thirty Lujly Sol- ceptton 
diers I hear, in V laying and Wr eft ling with them;^"" 71 ^' 
How many Times canft thou Perform with a Wo- ho ^ Ui 
man ; 1 warrant thee, thou canji do that Thirty 
times too. Maximin, not fatisfied with this fort 
of Reception, would have retired himfelf in- 
to the Country again, but that the Friends of 
Heliogabalus detained him, and thought it a 
Scandal to let the Braveft Man of the Age go 
ofF fo^who was another Hercules, another A- 
chilles, 'anothsr A] ax, as the People called him. 
They did him the Honour to Create him a 
Tribune but yet he never attended upon the 
Perfon of that moft Impure Prince, nor came 
to falute him in all the three Years of h',s 
f'.eign; but was always either moving from 
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place to place upon one fpecious Occafion or 
other, or he pretended himfelf Sick, that he 
could not wait upon the Court. 

After Hetiogahalus was killed, and that Maxi- 
A „j iy mm had an Account, that Alexander Severui 
AltKandcr' the Son of Mammxa, was advanced to the 
Serena. Empire, he came to Rome; where he was re- 
ceived by the New Prince with all the Joy and 
all the Satisfa&ion in the World. Infomuch 
that he Ipoke to the Senate of him in thele 
Words : Gentlemen, Maximin the Tribune is 
come to me, who ecu! J not reconcile bimfelf to the 
Service of that Impure Bcaft my Vredecejfor, 1 
have liven him a Robe Embroidered with Studs 
of Gold. His Merit recommended him to my Fa- 
ther the Emperor Septimius Severus , and you 
know the Reputation that hi bath attained to fmte. 
Immediately he gave the Command of the 
Fourth Legion, which was one that himfelf 
had raifed, and confided all of young Soldiers; 
and at the fame time he expreffed himfelf 
thus : 

My -very dear and entirely Beloved Maximin, 
/ have not thought ft to Trouble )»u with the Com- 
mand of a Legion of Old Soldiers for this reafont, 
bsauje 1 que/Hon, whether the Vices of fuch, be- 
ing cerfrmed in them under the Command of o- 
tbers, are capable of your Amendment. I give 
y,u c Legion of Novices, whom you may bring 
up your J of to your own hand. Mould them, 
form them as you pleafe. It will be a great Ser- 
vice to the State and to me, to teach them their 
Arms fo, that they may produce- many Maximius, 
that is, many fuch good Soldiers as you. 
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No fooner had Maximin received this Legi- 
on, but he began to Exerafe them- Every- 
fifth Day he did the fame; and reprelented' 
with them Fights and the Taking of Towns. 
He infpe&ed their Swords, Javelins, Targets, 
Helmets, Cloaths, and all their Arms and E- 
quipages perpetually, to their very Shooes. 
He was as a Father to them. And when fbme 
of the other Tribunes pretended to blame him, 
faying; Why (liould you take Jo much Paim, who 
are in a Pojt to be preferred to be a General 
when you pleafe ? Says he. The Greater I ever 
am, the more Paim 1 (hall take fill. He Wreftled 
with his Men himfelf, and Threw half a do- n^gho 
zen or more of them one after another, though strength. 
perhaps he was an Old Man grown to them 
then : This created him much Envy. One 
TriburJe particularly, who was Prouder and 
more Angry than the reft, and of a large Size^ 
and known Gallantry, faid to him ; What great 
Matter is it for a Tribune to Throw bis own Sol* 
dieri ? Says Maximin, Shall you and I try then 
our Smngtb together? The other confented: 
But Maximm gave him fuch a Thruft with his 
open Hand on his Bread as he came, that he 
fell flat upon his Back ; and Maximin crved, 
Come on any other Tribune that will. is£lius 
Cordus tells us, that Maximin was fuch a Vaft 
Man, that he was Eight Foot and almoft a 
half High. His Hand fo big, that his Wife's 
Bracelet for her Arm made him but a Ring 
for his Thumb. Thefe other things are com- • 
monly reported of him, That he could draw 
a Chariot after him by his Arms, and move a 
B 4 loaded 
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loaded Litter himfelf ; That if he gave a Horfe 
"a Plow on the Mo :rh with his Fift, he ftruck 
out his Teeth ; and if he Kicked him, he broke 
his Leg?. Ha;d Stones he fqueezed into pieces 
betwixt his Finger?: The younger Trees he 
tore up. Some" have cali'd him a fecond Mtlo, 
a Hercules, and an Antaus, for his Strength 
and VaftnefsV 

Thsfe things therefore rendring him fo 
Confpicucus, the Emperor Alexander Sevcrus, 
who was a great Judge of Perfons of Merit, 
preferred him to the General Command or 
his Armv, with the univerfal Satisfaction of 
all the Tribunes, Officers, and Men. This 
was afterwards Fatal to that Prince. ' All that 
Army which was grown in a manner unfer- 
viceable, under the Reign of Hehcfrabalus, Max- 
imin brought to be Difciplined to His own 
mind. So that when Alexander Severus. was 
in Gallia, Encamped not fir from fome Town 
there, whether it was that Maximin fist the 
Soldiers upon him, as- fome fay or whether 
it was, the difaffe&ed Tribunes amonjjffc the 
Gauls, whom Alexander Scverus Disbanded 
( for he EHsbandcd whole Legions there, with 
the fair. 5 feverity as before he had done in the 
Ej?) I know not; but, a Party of Soldiers 
broke in on a fudden upon him, and killed 
both him and his Mother; and Maximin was 
immediately proclaimed Emperor. The Age 
of Alexander Se-jcnis* who was otherwife an 
excellent Prince, was one thing that might be 
li-sble to creace in fome msafure a Con tern pc 
or him, 

Maxim"} 
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Maximin, who never was any thing but a He is pro- 
Soldier, and had not yet been a Senator, was c f? in > d 
Proclaimed Emperor by the Army, without Bm P er " r - 
any Decree of the Senate; and his Son (of 
whom hereafter) was given him to be his 
Colleague: Now Maximin was always Co 
Wife, that he not only Commanded his Sol- 
diers by his Authority, but he made them love 
him very much, by the Rewards and Advan- 
tages that he gave them. He never injured 
them in their Pay. He never Muftered Smiths 
or any fort of Artifans as others do in his Ar- 
my. He often took them to Hunt with him. 
But together with thefe Vertues, he was fo 
CFuel, that he was called by all the Names of His Cruel- 
a Cyclops, a Bufyris, a Sciren, a Thalaris, a Ty- ty. 
fhon s and a Gyges. The Senate dreaded him 
lo, that their Wives and Children made Prayers 
in the Temples, in publick and in private, that 
he might never fee the City of Rome. They ' 
had heard, how in his method of Reforming 
the Difcipline of the Army, fome he Crucified, 
fbme he fluffed into the Bodies of Beafts new- 
ly killed, fome he call alive co Wild Beafts, 
fbme he Cudgel'd to death, and all this with- 
out diftin#ion of the Quality of the Perfon. 
They feared, he would pretend to Reform 
the State the fame way: which yet is not a 
Courfe for a Prince to take, who defigns to 
be Loved. But it was Maxmirh Permafion, 
that the Empire was not to be held by him 
without Cruelty. He fufpe&ed, that the No- 
bility would contemn his Low and Barbarian 
Birth. He remembred , that he had been 
• - flighted 
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flighted at Rome formerly, even by the Ser- 
vants of fome of the Nobility, who would not 
admit him to fee them. And as the Confci- 
oufhefs of an Ignoble Mind is of ftrange EffeA, 
he thought, that as many, as were privy to his 
Bafe Original, would ufe him accordingly 
ftilL All fuch therefore he Killed, and amongft 
thofe, fome that had been his Friends, and had 
given him often feveral things in Charity and 
Pity to the poor Condition he was in, at his 
firft coming to Rome. Never was any thing 
on the Earth crueller than he. He thought 
himfelf almoft Immortal ; he fcarce thought 
he could be Killed ; he confided fo much up- 
on his Strength and the Magnitude of his Bo- 
dy, and his Parts. But, as an Epigram faid, 
which was made upon him in relation to this, 
He that cannot be killed by one, is to be killed by 
many j As Great as an Elephant is, an Elephant 
is to be Killed ; As Strong as a Lion is, a Lion 
ts to be Killed ; At Strong as a Ty'ger is, a Tyger 
ts to be Killed; So be that does not fear to be 
killed by One Man, let him have a care however 
of a Number. This Epigram was repeated by 
a Mimick in his prefencs from the Stage. But 
being repeated in Greek, which was a Lan- 
guage which he who was a Tbracian and a Bar- 
barian did not underftand, and not being told 
the true meaning of it, ir pafs'd upon him. 
He retained no Perfons of the Nobility about 
him. He Reigned like another Spartacus or 
an Athenian, with a Court, as it were of Mobb. 
All the Minifters of Alexander Severus he put 
to Death after (.everal ways. He envied the 
Defigns 
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Defigns of that Prince,, and his Difpofition of 
things ; and the Siupicion which he had of e- 
very one who had ferved or loved him, pro- 
voked Maximin to be more and more Cruel. 

This being his way, to Live and Reign like 
a Fury, he was made yet far more Cruel and 
Inhumane by a Confpiracy againft him of one A Confpi- 
Magnusz Conful, who with'a number of Sol- racJ a - 
diers and Centurions, had laid a defign to gainfihim 
Kill him, and to Tranflate the Empire upon 
himfelf. The Manner that they pretended to 
take to do it was this: Maximin having made 
a Bridge to pafs the River into Germany, the 
Confpirators who were to accompany him, 
after he was Landed , were to break the 
Bridge and Kill him, and cry, he was killed 
by an Ambufcade of the Enemy. In the mean 
time Magnus mould take upon him the Empire. 
It is true, Maxtmin, as he perfealy under/tood 
the matter «.f War, was fond of that War a- 
gainft the Germans : He knew his being a good 
Soldier was the occafion that he was made 
Emperor ; and he was ambitious to keep up 
the Reputation which he had, and to outihine 
particularly the Glory of the late Prince, whom 
he had Murdered. He kept his Men daily to 
their Exercifes, when he was Emperor, as he 
did when he was a Tribune : He put himfelf in 
Arms at the Head of them, and with his Hand 
and the movements of his Body, taught them 
a great many things. But whether or no, that 
Plot of Magnus to Kill him, was real, or whe- 
ther it was a Fic"faon or Maximins own, for 
an opportunity to increafe the matter of his 

_ Cruelty, 
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Cruelty, I cannot fay- However it was, he 
put to Death above four thoufand Men upon 
it, and was not farisried neither with all that 
Blood. • He put them all to Death without In- 
former, without Accufer appearing againft: 
' them, without Tryal, without any Defence of 
themfelves ; and all their Eftates he Confifca- 
ted. 

The Emperor Alexander Sevtrus had taken 
into his Army a Body of Auxiliaries of Partki- 
ans i Mefofotarmans, and others out of the Eaft, 
who being excellent Archers, he judged would 
be of great Ufe in the War againft the Ger- 
Th Ft- mans. Thefe Archers upon the Death of that 
volt cr the Pnnce, whom they very much loved, Revolt- 
ed from Maximin, becaufe they would not be 
periuaded, but that Maximin had been the Au- 
thor of this Murdet. They fet up Titus Quar- 
timtSf who was a Captain of their own, to be 
their General and their Emperor* They put 
upon him the Purple, and adorned him with 
all the State of a Perfon in fuch a Place* Titus 
complyed with them in it, but it was againft 
his Will; But being afterwards killed in his 
Tent as he lay afleep by one of his own Men 
called Mactdon, who envied him onlv becaufe 
he was Preferred before him, and his Head 
being brought to Maximin, ^his Defe&ioh 
cealed j and Maximin at firft gave Thanks to 
Macedcn for the Service which he had done 
him; but afterwards he hated him as a Tray- 
tor, and put him to Death. Still this Defecti- 
on lerved to increafe the Tyranny of Max:- 
mm ; as a Ik a ft when he* W Wounded , frets 
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and rages Co much the more for it. He pafs'd 
into Germany with all his Army : The Moors t 
Farthians, Mefopttamians , and all thofe that 
Alexander Severus had muftered out of the 
Countries of the Eafi, marched with him ; For 
being Light, and the beft Archers, none were 
of greater Ufe againft the Germans than they. 
The Preparations of Alexander Severus for this 
War bad been great : But yet Maximin added 
fuch things to them, as rendred them much 
more Puiflant and more Formidable. 

He pafled the Rhine, and entring into Ger- fji s £ X p e . 
many, he Burnt the Villages of the Enemy for dition a- 
three or four hundred Miles about. He drove gainfi the 
their Cattel, killed great numbers of the Barr German*. 
barians, took innumerable others Pnfoners, 
and made his Army Rich with Plunder. He 
had certainly reduced all the Country of Ger- 
many under the Obedience of the Romans, but 
that the Germans betook themfelves to Swim 
the Rivers ind the Lakes, and to feek their 
fhelter in the Woods. He did a great deal ' 
with his own Hand : fie had indeed been cut 
oft in a Lake, in which his Horle ftuck faft.and 
the Enemy lurrounded him, but that his Men 
came timely up to his Rcicue. It was a piece* 
of his Barbarian Temerity to think, that an 
Emperor ought always to Fight with his own 
Hand. He maintain'd a fort of a Naval Fight 
in the Lake, and killed feverar! So Germany 
being conquer'd, he wjote an Account of ic to 
the Senate and People of Rome, co this Pur- 
pole: 



It 
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It is impojjible, Fathers of the Senate, to expref, 
ell that we have dent : For 400 Miles about m 
have Burnt the Villages of the Germans, driver, 
arcay their Cattel, taken Prifoners, and Jlain al 
that cppefed us. We maintained a Fight in t 
Lake. We had penetrated their Woods, hut that 
the depth of thetr Lakes permitted us no pajfagt 
ever to them. 

Together with this, he ordered Pi&ures of 
this War, as it was, to be c'rawn and laid be- 
fore the Senate, that they might read, as well 
as hear his Exploits. Which Pi&ures after his 
death the Senate commanded to be taken down 
and burnt. Indeed he hated the Senate in his 
heart, becaufe he imaginsd that they defpifed 
him. In all his other Engagements, which 
were many, he caine off always Conqueror, 
and took great Bocries, and many Pnfoners. 
He fays in another Letter which he fent to 
the Senate, thus : , 

Info flirt a time, Fathers cf the Senate, I have 
Fought more Battels than any of the Ant tents ever 
did. 1 have brought away as much Booty from 
the Enemy's Country, into our own, at exceeds all 
manner if Expectation ; And fo many Captives, 
that the Dominions of the Empire are /caret Ef- 
ficient to hold them. 
' H:def:gns FromGermtny he came to the City Sirmium 
upon Sds- in Sclavonia + intending to make War upon 
Yor.ia, Sarmatje; and very ambitious he was to 

reduce the Northern Parts as far as to the Q- 
cean, tmto the Obedience of the Roman Em- 
pire. Which if he had lived, he would have 
done, fays Uerod.an , who favours him, out of 
a 
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a Prejudice, it is to be thought, to Altxtnier 
Sevttus. But when the People of Rome were 
no longer able to fupport his Cruelty, becaufe 
he revived the Praftifes of the Informers and 
falfe A&Ofcfers, Counterfeited Plots to kill the 
Innocert*^ Condemned all that came before 
him without Mercy, made Beggars of the rich- 
eft Men, and railed himfelf Money upon ou- 
tliers Ruins i put to Death divers who had 
been Confuls, ^iid Great Commanders with- 
out caufe; fent (or them from the utmoft 
Bounds of ths Empire, in a Barbarous manner, 
to appear before him ; kept others in Prifon, 
and omitted nothing in fine, that feemed to 
flatter his Cruel Inclinations, they relblved to A u „j ver . 
Revolt. And not the Romans only, but the fal Revolt. 
Forces that were in Africa ; becaufe he was lb 
Cruel upon the Soldiers, Confpired in their 
Opinions with the Romany and made a great 
and a fudden Revolt, in- "which they let up 
Gordiantts to be Emperor, who was the Prb- 
conful of Africa^ and a Pei fon of much Worth, 
in this manner : 

There was a Receiver of the Exchequer in 
Libya, who in favour of Maximin, to raife him 
the more Money, grievoufly Exacted upon e- 
very body ; till the People of the Country, and 
fome of the Soldiers fell upon him and killed 
him, in fright of the Oppofition of his Party 
which defended him, and which ftood up for 
the Honour and the Interefts of Maxifnin. The 
Proconful of Africa at this time, was Gordianta ; 
a Man advanced in Years, but of very great 
Worth and Virtue, which made him to be be. 

loved ; 
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loved ; and one who had been put into tha c 
Command by the Emperor Altxander Sever vs t 
with the Concurrence of the Senate. Now the 
Party chat had killed that Receiver of the Ex- 
chequer to Maximin, could not chink^hemielves 
in fafety after what they had done^ujifefs they 
proceeded to fome further V. "".afures, which 
might give a New Turn to the h ce of Affairs. 
Gord:.;n io they came to Gordianui to o. iftitute him 
fared t) Emperor. He threw himfelf upon the ground, 
accept th: an( j re f u fed it with all the Averfion and Ear- 
Em ?' re - neftnefs in the World. They drew their Swords 
upon him, and prefented all their Arms againft 
him to kill him, unlefs he complyed with them, 
upon the place; and not only him, but his Son 
after him, and all his Houfe. Then he Con- 
ferred. He accepted the Purple, and was Pro- 
claimed, he and his Son together as his Col- 
league, at rhe Town qf TbyfHrut. From thence 
he came to Cartbage r attended with a Body of 
Guards, and all the Pomp of a Prince. He 
(em an Account fiom Carthage of what had 
palled to K»me, to the Senate ; who received 
his Letters with Joy, and acknowledge and 
Proclaim'd him and his Son Emperors of Rome, 
All the Delators that had Pimp'd to Max't- 
and all his Friends, particularly Vitalianus 
the Captain ot the Guards, were hereupon 
p.;'t to death, and Sahinus the Governour of the 
City of Route, was knocked on the head in the 
Srreets. The Senate at the fame time, openly^ 
and publickly declared Maximin and his Son 
Lnemies: They fenc Letters into all the Pro- 
vinces, to call upon them to AfTift to the Com- 
mon 
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mon Safety and the Publick Liberty : Which 
Letters were generally received well; (omefew 
Towns continued in their Fidelity to Maximin, 
and betrayed the Orders and Perfons that 
were lent to them. In all others, the Friends, 
Magiftrates, Commanders, Tribunes and Sol- 
diers of Maximin, followed the Fate of his d- 
ther Friends at Rome. The Senate's Letter to 
the Provinces Was this: 

To all Proconfuls, Prefidents, Lieutenants, Com- Yhc Se- 
manders, Tribunes, Magiftrates, and tcAall Cities, nates 
Free Towns, Towns, Villages, and Cables ; Tie Letter, 
Senate and People of Rome, wbofe Deliverance 
from the Tyranny of the moft Cruel Maximin is 
Commenced by the Princes the Gordiani, wijli 
Health and the fame Safety with tbemfehes. Iif 
the Favour of the Gods, we have obtained Gor- 
dunus, a Perfon of the greattft Merit and Vir- 
tue t a Senator, and a Proconftil, to be our Sove- 
reign. We have Proclaimed him. And not hini 
alone, but his Son in Conjunction with him, who 
is a Noble Youth, for the greater Security of thd 
State. It is for you to Concur with Us, to the 
Common Good and Safety • to oppofe in the mean 
time the wicked Defigns of tboje that threaten us ; 
and as for Maximin and bis Friends , where ever 
tbej are, to purfue them to Death We have ad- 
judged him an Enemy, together with bis Son. 

Now the Act of the Senate for Conftituting 
the cwo Gordiani, the Father and the Son, Em- 
perors, parted in this manner: On the o'th. 
cfthe Calends of jf«»f, the Senate being AlTem- 
bled in the Temple ofCaftor and Pollux, Juntm 
GjUantit the Conful, read the Letter of Gordia- 

C nut 
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nus to them, which he had received out of 
Africa. The Letter was this. 

Fatbtrs of the Senate, It was altogether againfi 
my WtU, that the People of this Country, and the 
Army to whom the prefervation of it is committed, 
have called me to the Empire. But with an eye 
to you, I content my /elf to fufiain that Necejfity. 
It is for you to confider what you will do. For 
till I receive the Judgment of the Senate, I frail 
be uncertain and full of doubt, what ceurjt to take. 

As foon as this Letter was read, the Senate 
Anfwered ic in thefe Acclamations. 

The Gods preferve our Auguftus, and cur Em- 
peror Gordianus. "The Gods give a happy Reign 
to your Majejly, who hath Delivered us. May 
your Majejly , who is our Deliverer, Reign in 
(afety. The State is fee in you. We give you 
ailt'ffible Thanks. 

Then the Conful moved the Senate, and 
laid : Fathers of the Senate, what is your Judg- 
ment as to the Maximins ? They cryed, Ene- 
mies, Enemies. The Conful moved the Senate 
again, and faid, What is your Judgment as to 
the Friends end Adherents of Maximin ? They 
cryed, Enemies, Enemies! whoever kills them, 
fall receive a Tramium. 

Then thefe Acclamations followed : Let the 
Enemy ef the Senate be Crucified. Let the Ene- 
mies cf the Senate in all Parti be deftroyed. Let 
the Enemies cf the Senate be burnt Alive. The 
Gcds fave our two Emperors the Gordiani ! May 
you both Live ; May ycu both Reign together in 
Happtnefs ! We Decree the Pratorfhip to Gordianus 
the Third, the Grandfen, We promife a Conful- 
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filip to the Grand 'fott of Gofdianus. Let the 
Grandfon of Gordianus receive the Title of Cxfor. 
Let Gordianus the Third, enter upon the Office of 
a Vrxtor. 

When this Ordinance of the Senate was e , 
brought to Maximin, he, who was naturally M^fmin 
fierce, broke out into fiich a rage and paffion, u pon the 
you would think him more like a Lion than a Navs. 
Man. He beat himfelf againft the Wall^nd 
fometimes threw himfelf upon the ground. 
He roared extravagantly, and drew his Sword, 
as if he would kill the Senate : he tore in pieces 
his Royal Cloaths, and ftruck at fuch as were 
next him ; and if his own Son had not retired 
out of his way, they fay, he would have pull'd 
out his Eyes. The reafbn of his Paffion againft 
his Son was this: He had ordered him at their 
firft entrance to the Empire, to go and live at 
Rome ; which his Son out ol his too great love 
to his Father, having negle&ed, Maximin 
thought, that if but his Son had been at Ro mt ,the 
Senate would nevet have dared to attempt this 
Revolt. Whiltt he was in this extream Paffi- 
on, his Friends carried him to his Bed. The 
next day, becaufehe could not otherwile con- 
tain himfelf, nor lay afide the thoughts of his 
Reientments, they fet him to drown them in 
Wine> which he did. The day after he af- 
fembled a Council of his Friends, to confider 
what was beft to be done. They fa id little j 
fome of them in their hearts applauded the 
A& of the Senate. From this Council, he 
went to his Army ; whom he harangued in a 
Speech, which was full of Paffion againft Gor- 
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diinus and the Africans that had fet him up, 
2nd especially againft the Senate ; and then 
he exhorts them to Revenge their common 
Injuries. The Speech was this : 
ilnS'teck ^ Fellow- Sol iter I am to tell you a Thing, 
rctJeAi- WcK b )' cu mt think tt be any Newt to you, 
, )c-u know the Country fo well, which is this The 
Ai: icans have revolted and broken their Faith 
wi'.b me. I would fain know, when did thiy 
ez. tr keep it with any ? Gordianus a feeble Old 
.Man, with one Foot in the Grave, bath taken 
upon him the Empire. And our Holy Fathers of 
the Senate, have made hits Son Emperor, with 
him. Ihofe moji Holy Fathers of the Senate ! 
who, as they once Murdered the 'Thrice Noble 
J . Uiii Ca;!ar, jo now they have adjudged me an 
Enemy, at the fame time that I am Fighting for 
them, and Conquering for them. Nor u it Me 
cni,, whom they have adjudged fo, but You and 
u'.l that are with me. therefore if you are Men, 
and Men of Bravery and Courage, let us march 
uvjinfi the Senate and againft the Africans, and 
)lu fall have all their Elates amongft you. 

Having Qid this, he gave them a great Boun- 
tv, and began to March them towards Rome. 
in the mean time Gordianus in Africa having 
dilplaced Capellianus from the Government ot 
the Province of Mauritania, becaufe he was a 
Friend of Maximin, Capellianus had put himfelf 
::pon his defence, and gathered together 
j Bojy of Men againft him. Gordianus the 
J .nher lent his Son Gordianus to meet and Fight 
LrpcHtanm. They Engaged one another with 
g' ca; obrtmacy. Gcrdtanm was killed and loft 
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the Battle : which his Father much lamenting, Toung 
and knowing that Maximin was very ftrong, Gordia- 
and that on the contrary the Africans were a nui ■ (la,n ' 
People not fufficient for him to truft to, and Q /j G or _ 
full of Treachery, he, rather than to fall into di,mui 
the hands of Maximin-, put an end to his own k'fo t<>m- 
days, and Strangled himfelf. f e, f- 

Capellianm made good uie of this Victory. 
He flew and profenbed all he found of the 
Party of Gordianm ; he fpared none, as if he 
a&ed with the very Soul of Maxtmin in him. 
He fubverted whole Cities, plundered the 
Temples, diftributed the Booty of the Temples 
amongft his Soldiers. He cut in pieces Poor 
and Rich together; ingratiating himfelf much 
with the Soldiers, that in cafe Maximtn Ihould 
dye, himfelf might have a fair hit for the 
Empire. 

When the News of this was brought to 
Rome, the Senate being more in fear than ever 
upon it, of the Cruelty of Maximin, which 
upon lb much provocation given, he had Rea- 
fon, as much as it was his Nature, to exert, 
they fet up Pupienur Maximtu and Clodita BaU 
binus to be Emperors, together with G or At anus 
the Third , a Youth, who was the Grandfon 
of Gordianm the Firft. So they had three Em- 
perors to fupport them againft Maximin, at 
once. The firft had been the Governour of 
the City of Rome; had pafTed through many 
high Offices with reputation, and was one of 
great Worth and Note, but not of Birth. As 
he was of the feverer Life, fo was he the mod 
Prudenr and moft Valorous of all the three : 
C 3 and 
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and therefore both the Senate and Btlbmus, his 
Brother, who was a more eafie Man, com- 
mitted the War againft Maximin to him. He 
went, Bilbmrn tarried at Komt ; where there 
arofe inteftine Broils and domeftick Seditions 
in a manner that was more violent, than Bui- 
c-.ntH was able to fupprefs ; till the Soldiers of 
the Guards cut in pieces feveral of the People. 
GaU'ccntts and Mecxnas were particularly killed 
in this Fray, and a great part of the City was 
burnt. 

Maximiu was well refreflied, to hear of the 
death of GorJianut and his Son, and of the 
Viftorv of CspeUtanm. But when again he 
received the further News of the k£t of the 
Senate for the conflicting Maximm, Balbmut, 
and Gtrdianut Emperors, he concluded that 
the Hatred of the Senate to him was Perpe- 
tual, and that they did all really make him a 
pubiick Enemy; fo he was the more vioient 
to advance his Expedition into Italy: He 
eroded the Alp, and came to Hemtma, a City 
which sncientiy flood in the way to AcjuiUta. 
Some (ay he found this City empty, and de- 
leted, which he was pleafed to fee, as if it 
was, that they had ail ceded to the Power of 
his Arm. However it was, when he came to 
Encamp on the Plain, he could not find Pro- 
viilons to recruit his Army. For the People 
of the Country, according to the Advices that 
were fent them, had every where driven their 
Cartel and their Provifions, and retired within 
the Town, on purpofe that Maximin and his 
Army fhould perifH for want of Provifions. 

This 
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This incenfed his Army againft hira. They 
did not think to be ftarved in Itafy, but to be 
mightily refrefhed after their Journey over the 
Alps. They began firft to murmur within 
themfelves, then to fpeak fome things openly, 
which he pretending to revenge upon them., 
they Mutined ftill more; but deferred to dif— 
cover it , till a convenient time, which pre- 
fented it felf not long after. He advanced to 
the City of Aqttiltia ; who (hut their Gates a- Maximin 
gainft him, and were refolved to defend them- kefieges 
felves, under the Conduct of Memtbilut and & ^ Kh " 
Crifpinm, two Officers of the Order of the 
I Confiils, who were tent to them from the Se- 
! nate. He offered them Proportions, where- 
on to Surrender : To which the People had 
well nigh confented,but that Menopbilta and his 
Partner wichftood them, and faid, That they 
were affured of Conquering Maximin ; becaufe 
Apollo, the Tutelar God of the Place, had dif- 
covered as much to them by his Soothfayers. 
Hence the Party of Maximm, after they were 
defeated, took occafion to (ay, That it was 
Apollo who fought againft them ; and the 
Vidtory which was obtained, was not a Viclo- 
ry of Maximus , nor of the Senate, but it was 
a Vitftory of the Gods. At leaft they pretended 
to fay this for themfelves, becaule they were 
alhamed indeed, that fb weak and Co lll-pro- 
vided a Place had held it out againft fo ftrong 
an Army- Maximin palled the River upon a 
Bridge of Bpats, and began to lay clofe Siege 
to it. This Service was hot on both fides. ' 
Maximm and his Son went round the Walls, 
C 4 as 
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as near as poflible, and fometimes encouraged 
on their Men, fometimes made Overtures to 
thofe in the Town. But all did them no great 
good. Both his Son and he had many Re- 
proaches thrown upon them, becaufe of tho 
Beauty of the one, and the Cruelty of the o- 
ther. At length thinking that it was the 
Lazinefs of his Officers, which was the caufe 
that the Siege was pt otracied , he put fome of 
thofe to death, at a time when he the leaft 
fhould have done it ; becaufe it made his Army 
the more dilTatisfied with him. In the mean 
time his Army was in a great want of Provifi- 
ons : For the Senate had fent Orders to all 
the Provinces, and to the Governours of the 
Ports, that they fhould fuffer no Convoys to 
pafsco him: They had alio fent Praters and 
Quasitors to aii Towns to keep ftrong Guards, 
and to difpqle all manner of things, to his pre- 
judice. So that he who was the Befieger, fuf- 
fered the dift.efs of Perlbns befieged! And it 
was faid, that ali the World conlpiied to hate 
him. H;s Soldiers feeing this, and fea;ing 
what might be the Conlequences of it, whole 
Wives and Children were affembled together 
upon the Mountain Aibano not far off, they 
took their opportunity, when they were at lei- 
fare from Action., and whilft Maxtmin and his 
I Son were repoied m their Tent about Noon, 
s to fall upon tnem, and kill them. Their 
Heads they fix'd upon Spears, and fhew'd them 
to the Garrifon of Aquileia. TheStituesand 
• Images that were of Maximin in the Camp, 
were immediately defaced and taken down ; 

' the 
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the Captain of the Guards to him killed, with 
others of his particular Friends, and the Heads 
of both the Father and the Son were fent to 
Rome. 

This was the End^>f the two Maximins. An 
End, juft upon the Father, who deferved it 
for his Cruelty, as much as it was fevere upon 
the Son, who was a good Prince. All the Pro- 
vinces received the News with great joy. But 
the Barbarians regreted his iofs. His Army 
fubraitted : whereof fuch as were declared pub- 
lick Enemies, were put to death ; the reft were 
received by the Town of A^utleia: A great 
Convoy of Provisions was fent to them into 
their Camp, which was almoft ftarving, and 
the next day they all took the Oath of Fidelity 
to Maximtts, Balbinm , and Gordianus ; Adored -j.j }ree 
before their Images, and acknowledged the 
two late Gordiani as Gods, who had loft their perors. 
Lives in the Caufe againft Maximin, 

It is not eafic to exprefs the great Joy that ap- 
peared, as the Head of Maximin was carried 
through the Country of Italy to Rome. Every 
body was glad to run to meet it. The Empe- 
ror Maxmm was then at Ravenna ; where he 
had raifed himfelf fbme Auxiliary Troops of 
the Germans, and was making Preparations for 
the War. But as foon as he received the News, 
that the Maximins were both killed, and that 
thejr Army had yielded, and fworn Fidelity to 
him and his Colleagues, he difmiffed thole 
Troops, and immediately writ Letters of the 
Vi&ory to Rome : where it produced fuch an 
Univerfrt) Jov, that every body repaired to the 
' Altar?. 
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Alttrs, Temples, the Chappcls and the Reli- 
gious Hotifes, to give Thanks unto the Gods 
for it. The Emperor Balb'miti, who was by 
nature a Timerous Man, and who trembled 
when he but heard the #Jame of Maximin, 
offered a Sacrifice of an nundred Beads, and 
ordered the fame to be repeated through all 
rhe Cities of It*ly. Then Maximtu returned 
to Rome : Coming to the Senate, he Congra- 
tulated to them the Succefs of his Expedition, 
and made a Speech. After which he, Balbinm^ 
and Gordtanut, went together to the Court, at- 
tended with all the ufiial Acclamations of Joy 
and Victory. 

It is fit to know, what a Decree the Senate 
pafled upon this, and what a Day it was with 
the People at Rome, when the News arrived of 
the Death of Maximin. The Exprefs fent with 
it from /itjuiltta, took his way by Ravenna to 
deliver it nrft to the Emperor Muximut, and 
yet he made fuch hafte bv change of Horfes, 
that he reached Romt in four days, which was 
never known done before. The two Empe- 
rors Balbtrms and GcrJtanus, with all the People, 
were then affemUed in the Theatre , at the 
Publick Divertifemenr?. Immediately as the 
Exprefs came into the Theatre, before he could 
have the time to fay any thing, all the People 
cryed out with great Joy, Maximin is Killed j 
which was a grateful Hearing to the Emperors. 
So the Company role, and every one went 
ftrait to the Temples and the Chappels, to re- 
turn their Thanks to the Gods. From thence 
the Emperors went to the Senate, which Aflem- 
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bhd upon this Occafion, as likewlfe did th* 
People { and after the Emperor Balhnus had 
read to the Senate the Letter which was mi* 
ved from Maximus, the Senate pafled this De- 
cree, as follows. 

The Gods Put-fa lie Enemies of the People $f 
Rome. We return our Thanks to thee for tit 
(ame, O mofi Excellent Jupiter, and to Thee, O Holy 
Apollo ! We Thank the Emperor Maximus. We 
Thank Tour Majefiies here prefent, Balbinus and 
Gordianus. We Decree Temples to the Honour 
of the Ejnpercrs the Gordiani, deceafed. The 
Name of Maximin, m it hath already been erased 
tut of the Publick Monuments, fo now let it be 
erafed out of our Thoughts, and be forgotten for 
ever: Let the Head of the Publick Enemy be 
thrown into the River, and no Man Bury bit 
Body. He that threatned the Senate with Death 
and Bonds, is Killed as he deferred. We give 
our Thanks for it to your moft Sacred Majefiies, 
Maximus, Balbinus and Gordianus. The Gods 
Preferve you. We aU wijh you Viblory over your 
"Enemies. We aU defiretbe Return and Pre/ence 
of Maximus. The Gods Save Tour Majefly 
Balbinus. Tour Majefiies will be pleafed to be 
the Consuls this Tear. 

After this, CupUius Celerimus (aid thus. 

Having Erased the Name of the Maximins, 
tnd Deified the Emperors the Gordiani, we on 
^ht other hand Devree Triumphal StatwtTy ■ • nftt h 
Elephants, to our prefent Princes Maximus, Bal- 
binus, 
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binus, *ni Gordianus: We Decree them Tri- 
umphal Chariots, Statues on Herfeback, and Tro- 
phies, upon the SuhjeU of this ViBorj. 

Then the Senate Adjourn'd. The Empe- 
rors retired to the Palaces, and Publick Sa- 
crifices were appointed throughout all the City 
of Ram. 
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MAXIMIN the Second, or the 
Younger, and the Son of jthe fore* 
going, was a Youth of that extra- 
ordinary Beauty, that generally the 
Ladies of Wit were in Love with him : fome 
of ihem even wilhed themfcves a part in his 
Carefles, and to have Children by him. He 
was 
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was fo Tali, that had he lived, it is probable, 
he would have reach'd the heighth of his Fa- 
ther. But he dyed in the Flower of his Youth, 
in his one and twentieth Year, or, as fbme 
HisUtr ^> m fr'gnteenth. He had Jearn'd the 
vim ard Greek and Latin, tanftiagwco a P*rf<*aion. 
hUfien. In the Greak n ; 3 Maft er was Fahtius, who hath 
feveral Epigrams in ths Greek, yet extant ; 
and particularly fame that he ma.de upon {he 
Pi&ure of his Scholar. In the Latin he had 
the Grammarian Pbtlemcn, ModeHinus the Law- 
y <*r> and Tttm»i the Orator. The Father of 
which laft ws» h», who hath written a Chore* 
graphy of the Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
and was called the Ape cf bis Agt ; becaufe he 
Irritated all things. He had a Greek Rheto- 
rician called Eugtmus, who wai Famous in his 
time. Junta FaJtlla, a Daughter of the Fa- 
mily of the Princes, the /tettnmt, wai Con. 
traced to him ; who afterwards was Married 
to Tobias, a Senator of the (aroe Family, who 
. dyed a fee;' his Pra:torlhip, and hath written 
fome Posms, which we have at this day. The 
Prelents which were given to her by Maxim* 
when he Contra&ed Tier, are particularly re- 
counted by ts£!ms Cordtti. A Locket of nine 
great Pearls, a Head let with eleven Emeralds, 
a Bracelet or four Jacynths, Garments of Cloth 
of Gold, and all the Ornaments of Princely 
Attire, which were fit for a New Spoufe. 

As this Maximift was very Beautiful, Co he 
carried a Pride to the higheft degree: he kept 
himfelf Sitting, when his Father, as Cruel as 
he was, many times rofe to Perlbns of Honour, 
. that 
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that came to wait upon him. He was of a 
gay Humour, Drank little, but loved good 
Eating, efpecially of the wild Creatures of the 
Field ; the Wild Boar, Duck, Crane, and the 
like, were his conftant Difties. Thofeof the 
Party of the Emperors Maxmus , Bslbmur, 
and Gordianttt, and particularly the Senators, 
were willing to flander him: hecaufe of his 
great Beauty: Pretending, that it was im- 
poffible, that lb charming a Gift of the Gods 
could be kept uncorrupt. So alio, when he 
went about the Walls of Aqwltia, in Com- 
j pany with his Father, to perfuade that City 
J to 3 Surrender. All that they pretended to 
I object againff him., was, the matter of Un- 
1 ckannefi, becaufe of his tempting Beauty, which 
I however was very far from him, He was (0 
Proptr in his Cloaths, that no Lady in th« 
World could be more. He was extreamly 
Obfequious to fuch as were of his Father's 
Friends : that is, fo far as to give them what 
was in his power, and make them Largeffes. 
But when they paid their Reverences to him, 
he received them in a manner, which was 
again as high. He gave them his Hand to 
kifj; he luffered thsm to kifs his Knees, and 
fometimes his Feet : which his Father would 
never do; who (aid, The Gods forbid, that anj 
frwbern Mm JhaulJ Uy hi* Lift to my Fe(t. 
Having mention'd his Father, I delire to in- 
fert one plealant Paffage of him. He was, 
as I have obferved before in his Life, Eight 
Foot and almoft a half high. Therefore his 
Shoe, or Royal Buskin, was given by lome, 
to 
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to be feen publickly, in a Religious Houfe ir 
a Grove, which is betwixt the City Aquileia 
and a place called Arz,ia : which Shoe , i 
is certain, is bigger by a Foot, than the Mea 
fare of any other Man : And hence it is be 
come a Proverb to fay of one, who is of ar. 
extraordinary Height, without much Wit, Ca 
liga Maximint. i. e. He ts the Print of Maxi 
min ;• He treads m bis Shoe. But I return tc 
fpeak of the Son. 

The Emperor Alexander Sever us in a Lettet 
to his Mother Mamm/ea, appears to have had 
feme thoughts of Matching this Maximin to 
his own Sifter Tbeoclia. The Letter was this. 

Madam, 

1 Would propofe to you, to Marry your Daughter 
Theoclia to the younger Maximin, did not 
bis Father, who is a Commander in our Forces, 
and 1 affure you a very good me, retain fome- 
thing in him, that favours of the "Barbarian. 1 
fear my Sifter, who is fo acquainted with all the 
Politenefs of the Grecian Education, will not en- 
dure a Father in Law of that Nature. Other- 
wife, as for the Teutb bimfelf , be is Beautiful 
and lngen'tom, and feemt to be bred, and foTtjhed 
to the Mod* of the Grecians too : This is what I 
think. You my pleafe to confider with joitr [elf, 
whether you will rather choofe to have to be your 
Son m- Law Him, or Meflala; who is of an Ho- 
nourable Family, and a very Powerful Orator, a 
Learned Man, and who, if I mifiake not, would 
make a good Soldier , if be Ufa/ jut to the War. . 

Thar 



I Vol. If. Emperor Maximin the Second. 3$ 
I Thus that Prince fpeaks of the Younger 
\ Maximin. I have little more to add concerrt- 
ging him, befides a Letter of his Father's, ex- 
gpreffing the Reafons of his creating him Em- 
Ipsror in conjunction with himfelf. 

I, (ays he; have permitted my Son Maximih 
to be made Emperor together with me, both out 
of the AffeBim which a Father owes to a Son, 
mi al(o hecaufe the People of Rome and that 
Antient Senate may fee, and fivear, That they 
never bad a moire Btautiftkl Prince in their lives. 

His Coaf of Mail was all of Gold, after the 
Example of the Ptolemies of Egypt. He had 
Inother all of Silver. His Shield was of Gold, 
tnriched with Precious Stones, and his Javelin 
If Gold ; he had Swords of Silver, and others of 
Gold He negle&ed nothing that could ferve to 
kflift his Beauty. His Helmets were (et with 
jewels and Emboffed. As for what concerns his 
Pleafures and his Amours , with which ts£lius 
Urdsts afperfes him, I muft refer the Reader, if 
be defires to know them, rather to that Author, 
pan delay my profecution of the Lives of the 
jther Princes that follow , in obedience to the 
i/)tnmands which I have received. 
The Omens of his Reign were thefe : A His Ad- 
<rpent came aind twined it felf about his «*»«•- 
lead as he flept. A Vine which he Pi .need, 
roduced at the end of the Year large Grapes, ' m 
f the colour of Purple, and grew to a won- 
srful greatnels. His Shield burnt by betng 
ipofed to the Sun. His Javelin was cleft 
D perfeaiy 
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perfectly in two from the top to the bottom, 
by Lightning. Which the Soothfayers remark'd 
as an Omen, that there mould arife Two 
Emperors upon the Throne of the fame Houfe 
and the fame Names, but that they fhould no; 
long Reign. When he was under his Mafter 
that taught him Grammar, a Lady his Rela- 
tion prelented him with a Homer in Purple, 
written in Chara&ers of Gold. Being invited, 
when a little Youth, by the Emperor Ahxt» 
der Sever us to Supper, out of refpect to his Fa- 
ther, and wanting the proper Veft to fit down 
in, that Prince furr.ifh'd him with one of hi 
own. As a Chariot of the Emperor Antoninus 
CarscaUtu palled the Streets empty, immediate- 
ly he leapt into it, and fat himfelf down, and 
was with much ado, prevailed to come out a- 
gain. Ceracallus was told of it, and withal 
deiired to have a care of fuch an Aulpiciois 
Boy. Naj } fays CaracaBtu, He is a great aw; 
off of being my Sucujjor : For at that time if 
was too inferior for that Matter, by his Qua' 
lity, as well as his Years. 
Fr .r The Omens of his Death were thefe: As 
ft - I'.ft J he anci his Father were on their March againil 
Di.-,:-;, the Lmperois Maximus, Balbimts, and Gordo- 
r.u? 3 a Woman met them with her Hair all 
difheveled, and in a mournful figure, crying) 
The Maximou , the SJaximini, the Maximm\ as 
if (he meant to lay, Hilp : But fhe could fpeai 
no more, and dyed. The fecond days Maichj 
at Night, above a dozen Dogs let up a mol 
miferable Howling about his Tent, and in th 
morning were found dead. Five hundra 
Wolve 
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I Wolves together entred into the City ofHc- 
\mtm* after him : that is, the fame, which np- 
lon his arrival was deferted by all its People. 
■But it would take me up too much time to re- 
late all the things of this nature. He who is fo 
pver-curious to defire to know them, I would 
|wi(h him only to read lAllmCordm, who lets 
Nothing elcape him, even to a Fabfe. There 
Ire no Sepulchres of the Maximins extant. Their 
Bodies were thrown into a River, and their 
Heads burnt in the Field of Mars, with great 
|nfults and Rejoycings of the People. 

I am not however to omit an Obfervation 
v£ltta Sabinvs. He (ays, The Younger 
Maximin had a Face fo fine and fo well made, 
that after his Head was cut off, as much as 
) was macerated, blackened and bsfmeared 
th Gore, any one might foe, that it was 
J Face of one, who had been an extraor- 
Jinary beautiful Perfon: and therefore "•h;:--', 
le Head of the Father was cirr.r.t , .. _ 
hon a Spear, and great Jn maoc to .cc .•. ; 
leople were almoft as much on the contrary 
joubled, to fee the Head of the Son ferved 
too. A Greek Hiftorian Dexippus adds, 
at the Son, together with the Captain of 
e Guards, Anolmns, was killed in the fight 
the Father. Others fay, that after the 
ther had feen his Son killed before his 
es, he with his own Hand killed himfelf, 
avoid the Treatment of his Enemies, 
wever that is , we cannot forbear to re- 
anber the extraordinary Firmnels of the 
.ty of AqutUia to the Interefts of the Senate 
I ]0f 2 againft 
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againft the Msximns. They mainuin'd tk 
Siege with chat Obftinacy , that when they 
wanted Strings for their Bows, they fervei 
themfelves of the Womens Hair, to maka 



Strings of: which had been (bmetime don: 
before by the City of Rente. In Memory 
whereof, and to the Honour of the Ladies 
the Senate there Dedicated a Temple to V m 
with this Title, Vencri Calv*\ To Vcne 
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EMPEROR 

Conftantine the Greats 
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Were were Three Princes of the Name „ P 
of Gordianus ,^ according to_ the_ Ac- „*tUm. 



l— count of the beft and faichfulteft Hi* 
tonans. The firft of the Three, or Gordianus 
to Elder, was the Son of Madut Marullu,, 
I the Family of the Gracchi, and Ulpia Gor~ 
*m 4 of the Family of the Emperor Trajan. 

D i His 
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His Father, Grandfather, and Great Grand 
father had been Contois. His Wife's Father 
and her Grandfather and Great Grandfathei 
had been Confuls. Himfelf had been a Con 
fiil, and a very Rich and very Powerful on( 
a!fo. He live4 in the Hpufp which was for 
merlv VtmftyS the Great at R«we ; and he hai 
more Land belonging to him in the Provinces 
than any one private Man befides. After hi 
Confulihip, in which the Emperor Alexande, 
§mnns was his Partner, he was made the Pro 
con W of Myca by an Ordinance of the Senat; 
Wiwft: hi \£as a . Youth he writ fevera 
-Poems, now Extant: in which he offers t< 
outdo at leaf! the Attempts of Cicero in Poetri 
upon the fame Subje&s : And as Virgil wri 
^£r.nii % St actus his AcbiMios, apd Homer 11 
hads , lb Gcrdianus wrote h\s ! AntohtBUidei 
which is a Poem in Thirty Books, and ver] 
Elegant Veife, containing the Lives and Wars 
the Publick and Private Anions of the Empe 
rors Antontnus the Pious, and Marcus Antommt 
Afterwards, a? hcgrew, he Declaimed in th( 
Publick 5chool upon Controvei fies , in tk 
prefsnce of the Emperors them(e]ves. He w 
very Magnificent in hisQuxfiorfhip The Yeai 
that he was AL&'ik, he Entertained the Peopk 
of Rome at his own cxpence, Twelve times 
wich the Publick Shews .- that is, once ever} 
Month: and fometimes he presented five hun- 
dred couple of Gladiators at a Shew, nevei 
kfs than one hundred and fifty. He had a 
hundred Wild Beafts of Africa Hunted in one 
day ; another a thoufand Bears : his fixth day 
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is very Memorable. There were two hundred 
flout Stags Hunted by Britoms \ thirty Wild 
Horfes, a hundred Wild Sheep, ten Elk* 1 , a 
hundred Cyprian Bulk, three hundred Red Bar- 
bary Oftriches, thirty Wild AfTes, one hundred 
and fifty Boars, two hundred Wild Goats, and 
two hundred Deer. All thefe he gave in One, 
which was his fixth day, to be Hunted, taken 
and divided amongft the People. There is a 
Painting of it yet to be feen, in the Houfe 
where he lived, of the Great Pempey : which 
Houfe was his, and his Father's, and his Grand- 
father's before him : but fwce corififcated in 
the time of the Emperor Philip. 

In his PraetoHhip he acquitted himfelf No- 
bly. After which, he was Conful the firft 
time in conjun&ron with the Emperor Anto- 
ninus Caracallus, the fecond time in conjunction 
with the Emperor Alexander Seoerut. He had 
two Children : a Son, who was a Conful, and 
afterwards his Colleague in the Empire, who 
was killed in the B.irtel in Africa near Car. 
tbage ; and a Daughter, called M*a.< Fanfc;na l 
who married Junius Balfas, who w.->? -Mn a 
Conful. In his Confulfhips he v-%?s the moft 
Famous of all of his tiu^: infomuch that 
the Emperor Caracalim envied him, and ad- 
mired fometimes his Robes, fometimes his 
Shews extreamly. He was the firft .^nvare 
Man of the Romans, that had a Confular Tu- 
nickand Gown Embroidered wkh Paim-leaves 
and other Devices in Gold, of his own : Be- 
caufe before, the Emperors themfelves, when 
Confuls, received thofe Robes upon folemn 
D 4 Occafions, 
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Occasions, either out of the Capitol where 
they were repofited from time to time, or out 
of the Wardrobe of the Court. He gave, by 
the Emperor's leave, ten Sicilian Chariot- 
Horfes, and ten others bought out of Cappadocia, 
to be Run in the Cirque. So that he rendred 
himfelf dear to the Populace, who are always 
afJe&ed with thele things. ts%lius Cordis fays, 
that in all the Cities of Campania, Httruria, 
Flammia, Ombria, and the Viccnttm, he divert- 
ed the People with the Sports of the Stage, and 
other Divertifements, upon his own Charges, 
for four days together. He writ in Prole the 
Praifes of all the Princes before him of the 
Name of Antoninus ; which Name he fb loved, 
that when he entred his Son into the Publick 
Regiftcr, before the Keeper of the Exchequer, 
according to the Reman Law, it is certain, he 
called him, Antoninus Gordianns. 
U*At After his Confullhip he waschofen the Pro- 
prccsnful conful of Africa, with the confent of all, who 
of Africa. w iihed well to the Honour of the Reign ot 
Alexander Severus , in that Country. That 
Prince hath a Letter exranr, in which he re- 
turns his Thanks to the Senate for making 
choice of fo Delerving a Perfon for that Em- 
ployment. 

Tou could not do any thing, fays he, Fathen 
ef the Senate, -which ts more Grateful and more 
Pleajing to me, than jour making Choice of Gor- 
dianus to be the Vroconful of Africa. A Man of 
Honour and Gallantry, Eloauent, Jnfi, Continent, 
Good, and fo he goes on. 

This 
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This (hews, how Great a Man he then was. 
When therefore he came into Africa, the Peo- 
ple Loved him, as they never*did any Procon- 
lul before. Some called him a Scipio, fame a 
Cato, fome a Mtttius Scavola, a Kttttliut, and 
a C. Ltelm. One day particularly, fays 
»;<m CW«/ } as he was Reading in publick to 
them an Order, from the Emperor his Matter, 
which began with thefe words, Since the Pro- 
conjulfhip of the two Scipio's, the People took 
the Hint from thence to cry , A New Scipio, 
4 True Scipio, it the Proconful Gordianus : All 
hfappinefs to Him : And feveral fuch Acclama- 
tions as thefe, he heard frequently. 

He was as to his Perfon, of a Roman Height, His Per- 
with comely gray Hairs, and a ftately Viiage,/ 0 " * nd 
rather ruddy than fair, a good full Face, his chara[l " 
Eyes, Mouth and Brow , carried a Majefty. 
He was pretty big in the Body. As to his 
Anions, he was lo Moderate, chat you can 
fay nothing that he ever did paffionately or 
immodeftly, or to any manner of excels. He 
loved his Son and Grandfon , his Daughter 
and his Granddaughter, very entirely, and 
according to all the Rules of Duty : He de- 
ferred lb much to his Wife's Father , Annius 
Severus, that, as if he was in the Quality of a 
begotten Son to him, he never prelumed to 
Bath in the lame Water with him, nor before 
he was a Prajtor, to lit down in his prefence. 
When he was Conlul , he either dwelt with 
him always in his Houfc, or if he was at his 
own, he went to wait upon him» Morning or 
Night daily. He Drank little, and Eat lets : 
was 
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was proper in his Cloaths : loved Bathing ; fo 
that in Summer he Bathed four or five times 
a day, and twice'in the Winter: he Slept very 
much. If he dined any time abroad with his 
Friends, he made no fcmple to fall afleep up- 
on the Couches; which any body might fee 
was natural to him, and not caufed by any 
Ebriety or Luxury. 

Yet did noc this good Life procure him a 
happy End and Death. He who was in the 
conduct of hirofelf fo Venerable", and was al- 
wavs entertaining hrtnfelf fweetly with Plato, 
Ari/tttle, Tidy, Virgil, and the reft of the An- 
tients, fuffered an Exit that was very different 
from his deferts. As he remain'd the Procon- 
ful of Africa in the time of the Cruel and Vio- 
lent Maximm, after the deceafe of his firft Ma- 
tter the Emperor Alexander Severn, the Senate 
fent his Son to him into that Province, in the 
Quality of a Lieutenant to affift him. Now 
there was a Receiver of Maximins, who was 
Barbarous upon a great many of the People of 
the Country, beyond even what Maximin him- 
felf would have fuffered. Some he Profcribed, 
others he put to death; enterpnzing many 
things beyond his Commiffion , till at length 
the Proconful and the Lieutenant took it up- 
on them to reprove him. He neverrr.:'cfs 
purluing his Courfes, and threarnir? w ■■."> 
death Perfons of the Nobility, arH of -':■:<.- 
fular Dignity, and the Africans nor bei,-;" ' 
to endure fuch unwonted nr. 1 r - two-v- 
juries, they firft of all i . ";••*> • !■ ••. : o 
Soldiers to them, killed cms Receiver. Then 
they 
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they began to think, what they Ihould do next 
to lecure the repofe of the Country, and their 
own Lives , againft the Party, -af Maximin. 
And it being the time that Maximm had ren- 
dered himlelf odipus unto all the World, one 
Afaur 'tcms a Captain of Note amongft thfr.4- 
fricansy and a Gentleman of good Birth, af-; 
fembled a Party of them together upon, his 
own Grounds, near the City >Tbyfdr*t t and 
putting hinlfelf a*. the head of them, he Ha- 
rangued them thus, 

Gentlemen and Fellow-Girizens, , 
I thank the immortal Goit that they have riven speech of 
us this nectjfary occasion of providing for our fehvtt Mauriciui 
againft that furious Creature Maximin. For to the A- 
firut we have killed hit Reeeiver, who was jufi fricani. 
fuxb another as bimfelf y there is no fafetj for 
ut t unlefs we fet up a New Emperor. Wt have 
hire a molt Noble Perfon, who is our t?roemfut t J 
together with his Son, a Conful, bis Lieutenant. 
They were both of them threatned with Death by 
that Villain of a Receiver. If therefore you will 
agree with me, we will Conjfitute them our Em- 
perors, and Array them with the Purple, and the 

Ornaments of the Empire^ according to the Laws 

ef the Romans. 

The Audience anfwer'd , It is Juft : It is 

Juft. The Gods fave the Emperor Gordianus. 

We Welcome His .Majefty to the Empire. Be You, 

Gordianus , cur Emperor , and your Son Reign 

with you. 

Having done this, they went in hafte to the 
Town of Tfy/tfrw, where G«r<&nn« was. They 
found 
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found the Venerable Old Gentleman repofed 
upon the Bed, they told him the Refolution 
that had broughc them thither, and prefented 
him with the Purple. He threw himfelf up- 
on the ground, and refufed it with all the 
earneftnefs in the World. They took him up 
from the ground ; and at laft when there was 
no poffible remedy for it, nor no other way 
to avoid the Peril, which was undoubtedly 
Hf ii it. Great from the Party of Maximin, *he fufFered 
c l* T,d himfelf to be proclaimed Emperor. 
Empir*- Now he was of the Age of Eighty Years, and 
had been the Governour of many Provinces 
in his time ; and his Anions had ever recom- 
mended him fo to the People of Rome, that 
he was lookt upon as one, that altogether de- 
ferred the Empire. After he was Declared, 
his Party cad down the Statues of Maximin t 
broke in pieces his Images, and by common 
content eraled his Name out of the Publick 
Monuments. But upon Gerdimut they con- 
ferred the Title of Gordianus Africanus ; not 
only becaufe he began his Reign in Africa, 
but upon the account of his Relation to the 
Family of the Scipios. Some likewife furname 
both him and his Son Antonmi ; others Antonii. 
However that is, after their Elevation at the 
Town of Tbjfdrut, they came from thence to 
Carthage, attended with all Princely Pomp. 
GcrJtanus, the Son, who before was the Lieu- 
tenant to his Father, was appointed to be the 
Prince, that mould take the Field and be the 
General of the War. An Embaffy was di- 
fpatched to the Senate at Rome with Letters, 
to 
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to give an Account of all this : which Letters 
were very well received by the Senate, whole 
Prefident at that time was Valerian, who was 
afterwards himfelf Emperor. Private Letters 
alio were fent to their Friends, who were Men 
of Power and Quality, to invite them to ap- 
prove the African Revolution, and to make 
themfelvcs more their Friends by contributing 
their affiftances to maintain it. 

The Senate received the News of the let- mid it 
ting up of two fuch Emperors againft Maximin afprov'd 
with lb great fatisfa&ion, that they not only h*>>eSe- 
approved of what was done, but made a choice natc - 
of twenty Perfons out of themfelves, amongft 
whom to divide the Countiy of Italy, in order 
to defend it in the behalf of the GorJiani. Of 
which number was Maximm and Balbmm, 
who after the death of the fame GorJiani in 
Africa, fucceected to the Empire by the Au- 
thority of the Senate. In the mean time, an 
Embafly from Maximin arrived at Rome, with 
the promifes of an Abolition of what was pafs'd 
to his prejudice. But the Embafly of the Gor- 
Jiani prevailed above it; from which all the 
Good was to be expected, that any one could 
defire: It promifed the Soldiers a great Bounty, 
and the People Lands and Largefles: It was a 
great deal more credited, than that of Maximin : 
jb that the Senate proceeded thereupon .to cut 
off Vttalianus , who was the Captain of the 
Guards to Maximin at Rome. For Fitalianui 
was his Creature, andjiad already Ihewn 
himfelf of fuch another cruel Difpofition as 
his Matter, the further effects whereof they 
dreaded : 
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dreaded : and it is commonly faid , That the 
Method taken to do this, was contrived for 
the greater privacy thus. 

The Quaeftor and fome Soldiers with him, 
who were Bold Men, were fent to Vitalianus 
! with Letters, pretended to be arrived for him 
from Miximin. The Letters were fealed, as 
it were with Msximiris Signet. Having deli- 
vered them, they told him, that they had lome 
things to (peak to him in private. He took 
them from the Company, into a long Gallery : 
where, as his Eyes were upon the Letters in 
his Hand, and as he was expe&ing to hear 
what they had to fay further, they killed him ; 
and then perfuaded the reft of the Guards, 
that it was done by the Order of Maximin 
himfelf. 

Ic is fit, that I mould give you the Decree 
of the Senate for Conftituting the two Gor- 
diatii Emperors, and the denouncing Maximin 
an Enemy. An Extraordinary Anembly of 
the Senate being called, the Conful attended 
with the Prajrors, /Ediles and Tribunes of the 
People came to the Houfe. The Governour 
of the City of Rome was not with them. He 
abfented himfelf for Realons he knew beft: 
And as he was a Favourer of the Maximinj, 
it was a kindnefs to the Caufe of the Gordi- 
am , that he did fo. The Conful opened the 
Seffion with this Speech. 

Fathers of the Senate, 
The two Gordiani , the Father and tbt Son, 
who have both of them hen Confuh, and the orie 
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your Procenful ef Africa, the other your Lieute 
nam, are bj a great Jttempl of tie Africans, 
declared Emperors there. Let us now therefore 
Thank the Town of Thyfdrus, and return our 
Thanks to our Beloved People of Garthage, that 
they have thus delivered us from that Cruel 
Bcajl, that Savage Beaft, Maximin. What are 
you afraid of Gentlemen ? . What look you about 
for ? What would you ft agger at ? This is the 
thing you have always wifirj for. Maximin it 
an Enemy. Let the Goo's immediately take hint 
off) and give us to know with joy, the Prudence 
and the Feltcit/ of Gordianus the Father, and 
the Conftancy and Virtue of the Son. 

After this he read their Letters to them, 
which were fcnt to the Senate and to himfelf. 

Then followed thefe Acclamations, of the 
Senate. 

We give Thanh unto you, O je Gods. Per- 
feci the Deliverance of us from our Enemies , 
which you have begun. We all adjudge Maxi- 
min an Enemy. We devote Maximin and bis 
Son to the Region of Hell. We declare the Gor- 
diani cur Emperors. We acknowledge the Gor- 
diani our Severaigns. The Gods Preferve the Em- 
perors who are elecled out of the Senate. Let us 
enjoy our Noble Emperors as Conquerors. Let us 
have the Prefence of cur Emperors at Rome with 
us. Whoever kills the Publtck Enemies, be fhai 
receive a Reward. 

Junius Gordus calk this a Tacit Decree of the 
Senate j but what that means, I muft explain 
in 
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ATscit in fhort; for we have no Example amongft 
D 7* e *' us of it at this day. Only, as when your 
'* Majefty calls vour Chief Minifters into your 
Cabinet, to Confalt about Matters that are 
not immediately to be made known to all the 
World, your Minifters are under their Oaths 
to fpeak nothing of them, till (uch time as 
the Bufinefs is compleated ; fo when any 
Publick NecefTity in Antient Times prefs'd 
the State, as for Inftance, an imminent Dan- 
ger from the Enemy, which obliged them 
either to take inferiour Meafures perhaps, or, 
to make an Order which was no (boner to be 
known, than done, or that they would not 
have their Friends nor any body to know any 
thing of it, then the Senate aflembied them- 
felves in Private, and their Decree was Tacit : 
They had no Clerks, no Publick Servants, no 
Afleflbrs prefent: the Senators did all, and 
executed the Offices of the Neceflary Men 
themfelves • that nothing that was done Ihould 
be betrayed. And in this manner it was, that 
according to Jumm CorJui, the Decree of the 
Senate againft Maximtn palled, to Conceal it 
fo much the more from Maximtn, 

But, as there are fbrrie Men, who cannot 
ke«p a Secret for fear, a9 it were, that it Ihould 
burft them, and who blufh that what they 
know Ihould not be dilcovered by themfelves, 
and imagining chat they fhali be Men of no 
Confequence, unlefs they make it appear that 
they are intruded with great Matters. Maxi- 
mal, notwithftanding this Secrecy, foon came 
to the knowledge of what had pafled, and 
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had a Copy of this very Decree fern him, which 
was never known to be done before. Here- 
upon he writ ar Letter to Sabmns the Governour 
or the City, oflertded at his abfence from the 
Senate at the time when -' at jpecree was car- 
ried j becaufe as he was a Friend of his, he 
ought to have been there, to have oppofed it. 
The Letter was this. 

I Have read the late Secret Decree of tbofe Se- 
nators of jours at Rome ; which perhaps you, 
•mho are the Governour of the City, knttv nothing 
of ; for neither was you frefent at it. I have 
fent a Cofj of it to you, that you may confider 
what Meafures to take, and bow to ConduEt your 

Vf. ■ 

The Emotion which Maximin was in when 
he received the News of the Revolt of Africa, 
and the Concurrence of the. Senate to it, was 
foch as cannot be expreffed. He threw him- Extreme 
felf againft the Wail, 'tore his Cloaths, drew p a ff lon 0 f 
his Sword as if he could kill aU the World, Maximiri. 
and feem'd abfolutely like a Man out of his 
Wits. His Statues and Images in the mean 
time, as he was a declared Enemy , were 
thrown down ; and the Senate made all the 
u(e imaginable of the Power which they had 
taken into their hands. The Informers, Ca- 
lumniators, Receivers, and all thole Firebrands 
of the Party of Maximin they condemned to 
death. But this did not fatisfie the People ; 
toho dragged them alio through the Streets; 
arid threw rhem into the Kennel. Sahinui 
E thl 
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the Governour of the City, who had been a 
Conful, was then knockt on the head^ and 
left in the Street dead. 

When Maximm had heard of thefe things, 
he came prefently to his Army, and harangu'd 
them to this purpofe. 

My [-worn FeBotv- Soldiers, you who are engaged 
in my Fortunes, and who endure all the Hazards 
ef the War with me, whilft rve defend the Ho- 
nour of the Roman Name in Germany, and 
■with cur Arms maintain the Country of lllyri- 
cum againfi the Barbarians, I am to acquaint 
yeu, that the Africans, who are falfe to a Pro- 
verb, are none Revolted. 7hey have ftt up tht 
two Gordiani, Emperors againfi me. One oj 
them fo Old, that he can fearce rife from hi 
C batr : the other fo weahsed wsth his Debauchery 
that he is as feeble , as if be was as Old as his 
Father. This ts not all. that Worthy Senatt 
at Rome hath approved of the FaB of the Afri- 
cans ; and thofe for whom, and ferivbofe Chil- 
dren s Good after them, we earry our Arms, havt 
appointed Twenty Perfons of the Order of the 
Ccnfuls, to make Head againfi us tn Italy, anl 
have declared us all Enemies. New that which 
1 fay to you is. Let us play the Men and march 
forthwith to Rome, and let us Bravely and Cou- 
ragioufiy, as we always do, cut our way through 
them all. 

The Army was not fo moved at this Speech, 
but Maximm perceived a flacknefs in their 
March, and a Backwardnefs , which he did 
not relilh. So he wnc a Letter to his Son, 
' who was a great w<iy behind, to haften to him 
with 
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with all fpeed, for fear the Soldiers fhould take 
the advantage of his Abfence to fet fomething 
on foot againft him. The Letter was this, 
as it is in Junius Corduj. 

THis Exprefs, who is one of my Guards, will 
tell you, the News that J have received 
both from Africa and Rome ; and alfo, how my 
Army ftands affecltd. Pray, make all the ba/}e 
you can to me , for fear of any Attempt that 
(hould he made, as is ufual : He whom I have 
ftnt, will acquaint you further. 

Whilft thefe things pafled, Captliams in A- Capelu- 
frica took up Arms againft the two Gordiani. ™t' s op- 
He had always been an Enemy to the Father, Africa ' 
before he was Emperor ; and being the Gover- ' 
nour of Mauritania for Maximin, and an old 
Soldier, Gordianus after he was Emperor turn'd 
him out: which provoked him to raife a Body 
of the Moors, with whom he haftily directed 
his March towards Carthage, where all the 
People with a right Punick Infidelity, were 
ready to revolt to him from the Gordiani again. 
Gordianus the Father defired however to try 
the Fortune of a Battel. He fent his Son to 
fight Capeltanus, and the Party of the Maxi- 
mum that was with him. The Son was then 
of the Age of fix and forty Years ; younger 
than Cr,fdiar,us, and not fo experienced in the 
matter of War ; bec.iufe he had been more 
converfantin the Delights, ordinary to Perfons 
of his Quality, than the Affairs of the Field. 
Tfiey Eng^g'd, Gapeltar.ns,^ he was the Bolder 
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and the skilfuller Soldier won the day, and 
Gordiattus was killed upon the place. 

The number of the flain in this Battel on 
the fide of Gordianus was fb very great, that his 
The >'ur. ^°^y a ^ er a l° n 8 fearch which was made for 
GordjarT* xt > cou ^ no wncre be diftinguilhed amongft 
r.am, the fuch a prodigious multitude. That which fa- 
'E.der cilitated the Victory, was, a great Storm, which 
jirangled j s feldom feen in Africa, arofe before the Fight, 
•-imje'r. an j {hattered the Forces of Gardiamu fo, that 
ic in a manner diiabled them. Gordiams the 
Father, hearing this, and confidenng that his 
Strength was now fmall, and Maximin's great, 
and that Caftliamts was at his Heels » That the 
Carthaziuians were a People rarely true to 
their Truft, and there was no more fafetyfor 
him in Africa ; And being troubled to think, 
that he mould rail alive into the hands of his 
Enemies, to avoid that, he took a Cord 'and 
ftrangled himfelf. This was the End of the 
two Co-Emperors of the Name of Gordiams. 
As the Senate had Recognized them both, fo 
they afterwards Deified them. They Reigned 
one Year and fix Nlonths. 
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JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 

GORDIANUS-the Second was the 
Son of the precedent Qoriianus the 
Proconful of Africa, and was fet up 
Emperor by the Africans, and by the Se- 
nate of Rome at the feme time, and in con- 
junction with his Father. He was one, whofe 
Ingenuity and Carriage of himfelf, gave him 
as great a Reputation, as did the Honour of his 
Birth ; by which he was related to the feveral 
Noble Families of the Scifio's, that of Pompey 
the Great, the iintcr>in»fes, and the Anttnits. 

E ? His 
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His Mother was Fabia Orefttttj^ a Great Grand- 
daughter of the Emperor M. Aurelius Antoni~ 
r.:u ; w hich was the reafon that he was Regl- 
ilred in his Infancy by the Name of Antoninus 
Gentian™. But yet GcrJiania was the Name 
" which adhered to him, and which he was com- 
monly called bv. He was his Father's firft 
Child'. ' 

In hb Srudies he always followed the bed 
Uh c!-.f and graved Opinions. He was very Hand- 
r -j'°r, ionie, or. an extraonhmry Memory, and a 
u k;nd and fweet Difpohnon > infomuch, that at 
' - School, when a Child, if he law fome of the 
Fovs be.'.ten, he could not forbear to cry for 
them. His Mailer was Serenns Sammomcus, who 
cxtrCKiily loved him, and bequeathed to him at 
his ds'th a Library which confifted of Sixty 
f vi Thoufand Books; being the whole Library 
cf another Senr.us Sammomcus the Father, who 
was pur to death under-the Emperor Carac#Ua : 
The fame of which Treifure of Learning ex 
T'lied GcriLanuito the Heavens, and gave him 
a great Name amongfr. the Ingenious. The 
Ltnpiror Htt;c^abaius made Mm a Quxftor ; 
.'•:> whom he Wis known, by being a young 
Mrm thit loved P leak; re ; but yet without 
Scandal, and wi;hcu: ever bsanng part in the 
!;-.;r;rnou5 Luxury of that Prince. Alexander 
S-.z-trvs made him a Prartor , for the Affair? 
oi rhe Citv o: Rotk; ; difcharged himfe'r 
io well, and g«uneJ \o great an Efteem, that 
he pre(ent.'y steer was nude a Conful,. though 
his Father had com? U:t :o thar. Honour : After 
which, euher in che cms of the lams AL:<*»- 
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der Severus, or in that of Maximin, he was fent 
into 4fric*-> as Lieutenant to his Father, the 
then Proconful there; where what Fortune 
befel him , we have already recounted under 
the Life of his Father. 

He loved Wine; but he always had it In- Andinhi 
fufed, either with- Rofes , or Maftick , or advane'd 
Wormwood, or other things, that pleafed his A i e - 
Palate. He eat very little. He had dined 
and fupped, as it were in a moment. Wo- 
men he paffionately loved. It is faid, he kept 
two and twenty Concubines ; by all which, 
he had three or four Children a- piece. He 
was called the Priamus of his Age , for the 
multitude of his Ifiue. In Drollery, inftead 
of Priamui, they many times called him a 
Priapui. He fpent his time betwixtithe Gardens, 
the Baths, and the delightful Groves. Nor did 
his Father Correct him ; but often faid, That he 
would one day die a Great Man. For as freely 
as he lived, he did not depart from that Vigor, 
which was natural to him; nor from the Vir- 
tues of Perfons of Honour. He was always 
amongft the moft llluftrious Company, and 
ready with the beft of his Judgment to ferve 
either the Publick, or his Friend. ' Therefore 
the Senate were very glad to Proclaim him 
Emperor .together with his Father, and placed 
the Publick Hopes in him. He was juftin his 
Drefs, beloved by his Domefticks and all thac 
belong'd to him lAilm Cor Jus lays, thac he 
never would confenc to Marry. But on the 
contrary we are told by Sextppus, that Gvrdi- 
ams the Third was his Son, who afterwards, 
E 4 whilft 
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whilft he was a Youth, was advanced to the 
Empire, in conjundion with Maximut and 
Balbmus. 

When his Father fome time confulted an 
Aftrofoger about the Nativity of him, it was 
anfwer'd, they U\, That he would be both 
the Son and the Father of an Emperor, and 
an Emperor himfelf Gordianui laughing at 
it as a Jeft, the Aftrologer fhew'd him his Ho- 
rofcope , and undertook to prove out of the 
Books of the Antient Matters of the Art of 
A urology, that what he faid was true. He told 
him the Day, the Manner, the Place of the 
Death of both the Firft and Second Gordianui \ 
2nd juftified himfeif With the greateft obfti- 
nacy : All which GordUttui the Elder reflect- 
ing upon, when he faw himfelf an Emperor, 
he even when there was no reafon for him to 
be afraid of any thing, fpoke very often both 
of his own and his Son's Death, and applied 
to his Son thofe Verfes of Virgil, 

OjlerJevt tcrr'is banc tantum, &c. i. e» 
Tb;s Man will cr.lj to'tbe Wsrld be Jhown, 

lamenting his Condition, that he was not long 
to live. 

We have /everal Difcourfes and alio Verfes 
of Gordumm the Second, extant, which at this 
day are often remembred amongft his Friends. 
They are not Great, nor yet Mean ; but of a 
middle Character, and fuch as befpeak him to 
have been an Ingenious Man, of a Luxuriant 
Wit, andneg!<gent of the Parts that Nature 
gave him. He 
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He wis a great lover of Fruit and Herbs : 
In his other Diet he was very fparing : but he 
was always eating fbme New Fruit or other: 
A great lover of all Gold things: in the Sum- 
mer he eat little erfe. He was GroG, and 
much inclined to be Fat , and therefore he the 
rather chofe this Diet, to ke^p hirrifclf down. ■ 

This is what I have judged worthy to be 
remarked , concerning the Second Gordiamu. 
For as for his domeffcick Pleafures, and other 
petty things of no Obfervarion , which are 
with to little judgment recollafted by Junius 
Cor Jus, let any Perfbn who is defirous to know 
them, read him ; who tells you, how maky 
Coats ?nd Cloaks every Prince had, what 
Court]? how many Servants; the knowledge 
whereo> unifies nothing- Nor do I think, 
that it the parr of an Hiftorian to trouble 
himfelf, bn: about things which it is either 
good to follovr, or good to avoid.. 

I mail only add a Paflage, which I find in 
Vukanut Ttrentiatiut, who hath writ a Hiftory 
of his Time. He fays, that Gordianus "the Firft 
was the Reverfe of Auguftm Cafar ■■> he (poke 
lo like him, and he relembled him lo much in 
his Face and Stature. That the Second Gor- 
banns wis very like Yompej the Great. But as 
to this, I know not what to fay: Becaufe it is 
denied, that TcMpej was Fat or Grofs; And fie 
further fays, That Gordianta the Third, whofe 
Statues we have now extant, refembled the A- 
fiatick Scifio. This I thought was Remarkable 
and more for their Honour, than to be wholly 
pafs'd in filence. 

f THE 
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AFcer the death of the two preceding 
Gordiam, as on the one hand the Se- 
nate whom that News had ftruck with 
a great Confternation , and put them very 
much in fear cf Maximin, ele&ed, out of the 
twenty Perfons appointed for the defence of 
Italy, ' Maxmta and Clodius Balbmm to be Em- 
perors ; fo on the other, the People and the 
Guards made at thcu Requeft, tHat Gordiami 
the Third, a Youth of about Eleven, or fome 
ftv, Thirteen, or as "* nm cWwftys, Sixteen 
Years 
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Years of Age, might be created and declared 
the Cafar, that is, the Perfbn who fhould next 
fucceed to the Empire ; who therefore accor- 
dingly was brought to the Senate and inverted 
with that Quality with the ufaal Solemnity. c [ ar >d 
He was the Grandfon of the Emperor Gordi Emperor, 
anus the Firft ; but whether by a Daughter? as 
many fay, or by his Son Gordiatms the Second, 
who died with him in Africa, as Dexippus thinks, 
I cannot determine. His Mother Educated 
him. 

Maximus and Balhinus Reigned two Years, 
and then were kill'd in a Mutiny of the Sol- 
diers. The two Maxiwins were extin& before. 
So there, remaining, without any Competitor, 
Gordianus the Third, who had for the two 
years laft part, been honoured with the Qua- 
lity of the Cafar, the Soldiers, the People, Se- 
nate and all the Country, with great Joy and 
Alacrity, and with extraordinary demonlirati- 
ons of their Affection, agreed to proclaim him ■ 
Emperor: Loving him in Memoiy, and for 
the Merits of his Grandfather Gordianm the 
Firft, and of his Father, or otherwife his Uncle 
Gordianus the Second, who both of them took 
up Arms for the Senate and the People of Rome 
againft Maximin, and loft their lives in their 
lervice by the Fortune of that War. 

It was look'd upon as a Sign, That Gordia- 
nus the Third would not be a Prince of a long 
Reign ; that fuch a great Eclipfe of the Sun 
happen'd about that time; that the Day was 
turn'd into Night, and you cocild lee to do no- 
thing without Candles. He entertained the City 
of 
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of Rome with Sports and Paftimes upon hi$ 
coming to the Empire ; not only the more to 
ingratiate himfelf with them, bat to make them 
alio forget the Heats and Dmfions which they 
had had amongft themfelves. Then an Infur- 
re&ion commene'd in Africa, headed by Sobi- 
malm, in the Year when Venufius and Sobmm 
were the Gonfuis. Goriianut Armed the Pre- 
fideht of Mauritania againft that Revolter : 
who befieged and reduced him to that extre- 
mity, that all his Party left him, and came and 
acknowledged their fault. After this, he com- 
menced a War with Per/ia, the Emperor him- 
felf , which was his fecond Confulfliip, and 
Tomftisnm being then Coofuls. The young 
tin Fd- Emperor, before hs went to that War, mar- 
tktr.n.- r i e d the Daughter of Myfitheus ; who as he 
Ltw ' was a Perfon of great Erudition and rare Elo- 
quence, Gordianus thought him not unworthy 
to be admitted into his Alliance ; and pre- 
fently he made him his Captain of the Guards. 
This ftrengthen'd his Reign. Himfelf was for 
his Age very Sage and very Advifed : but being 
alfo affifted with the Counfels of Co excellent 
a Father in- Law, nothing was acted by him 
that was puerile or defpifable ; nor was he 
made a Property of by the Eunuchs and Ser- 
vants of the Court, which hs was but too 
much fubjed to be before this Match, whillt 
he continued under the Regency of his Mo- 
ther. 

We have a Letter of his Father-in-Law writ- 
ten to him, and another from him written 
to his Father-in Law, in which are contained 
great 
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great Maria of the Reformation of the Times 
virtue of the Gounfels of Mjfiibtut. The 
Letters are theic. 

To my Lord and Emperor, my Son, 
Myftketis h& Father.in-Law and 
Captain of the Garyds. 

JT is a tleafure to me to obferve the Altera' 
tip^of fa Xi^U fi*c* Wry tbt*g w<tf botifjip 
and fold by the Eunuchs, and fuebju pretended 
thmfeivts -to he Friends * knt<w&e rtjty the 
great eft Enemies to jour Maytfiy, I am glad, 
that that Blot it removed from your Reign ; 
Tour Majejly is your [elf aifo very glad of it ; 
wbick 1 am the mere pltaftd ta fee, becauf* it 
frews, that howfeever badly Jffiairs have beef be- 
fore managed, the fault wot not m you, my Son. 
Nor was it to your mind, that the Commands 
m the Amy wen Jifpo/ed of through the favour 
of the Eunuchs ; or that Ztrfonj were -dtmtd the 
Rewards due to their Services ; or that they were 
tither faved for Monty and Affefttm, when they 
deferved to die, or put to death, when they dt- 
ferved to live. It was not by your fault that 
the Treafury wot exhaufied \ but all thefe things 
lie at the dm of tbofe who were continually f lot- 
ting and entring into Cabals to deceive you; 
whereby they prevented the Accefs of Men of 
Virtue and Honefty to your Per/on, prepojjejftng 
you againfi fucb, and on the contrary, tnfinuating 
others into ytur favour, at vitiom as themselves, 
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through wboje and their own Methods together, 
thej made a Prey of you. the Gods he thanked 
that pur Majefty is fenjible of all this, and 
that jou have taken it into your Conftderation to 
Reform the State. 1 am happy in being the Fa- 
ther-in- Laut of Jo good a Prince: A Prime who 
examines into, and who wtU know all things , and 
who bath bonified from him thofe,,by whom be- 
fore he was made an Autism of t and fold to 
whofoever offered moft. . 

The Emperor Gordianus, to 2dyfithus ) 
my Father, and my Captain of 
the Guards. 

BUT that the Almighty Gods continue to Pro- 
tecJ the Roman Empire, the Slaves, tht 
Eunuchs, would ere this have even Ruined that 
and me. I now fee very well, that Fslioio was 
not a fit Perfon for the Command of the Guards, 
■which I gave btm\ nor Serapammo, to be fruft- 
ed with the Fourth Legion. J am fenfible t not 
to reckon up all Particulars , that I have done 
many things otherwife than in Prudence I ought ; 
and I thank the Gods, that through your Infinua- 
ticn, who are entirely fujl and True to me, I un- 
derfiand my Error, and that I know the things 
which have been before fl.:<: tip from me. Mail- 
rus tmpofed upon me, ai d by a tJsxftJeracy With 
Gaudun^s, Reverendus, and \j~i::unus, as bis 
Witnejfes to confirm wbai h.t u-id in order to win 
upcv my belief , he either c^>m:ndcd or dtfeem- 
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mended "Perfonsjo me as be f leafed. My Father, 
I would defire you to fearcb into the Truth of 
things. An Emperor a in a miferable Condition, 
that bath the Trutb bid from bim. For (ince be 
cannot -walk abroad to examine what be would 
bimftlf , of necefjity be mufi take up with fucb as 
be heart, and what comet to him upon the Credit 
of otbert. 

By theft two tetters it is eafie to fee, that 
this young Prince was much amended and 
re<ftified in his Condu£, by the Advices of 
Myfitbeus. The Gravity and the Uprightnefs 
of that Man had fuch an influence upon him, 
that he made Gordianus Famous, who other- 
wife might have pafs'd his time in great Ob- 
fcurity, without any thing but his Quality to 
recommend him to Pofterity. 

An Earthquake happened in the Reign of 
this Emperor, fo terrible, that whole Cities 
with their People were (wallowed up in it. On 
which occafion,a great many Sacrifices were 
celebrated in all Parts of Rome, and generally 
all over the World. The Books, fays ts£lius 
Cordus,of the Sibyls, were confulted, and all the 
Ceremonies being performed that teemed to 
be prefenbed therein, then this univerfal Ca- 
lamity ceafed. 

After the Earthquake, and in the time of 
the Confulfhips of Fratextatus and Atticm, the 
Temple of Janus was opened (which was a 
fign of War Proclaim'd)and Gordianus march- The Peril- 
ed upon an Expedition againft Perfia. He an Exfe- 
took fo great an Army with him, and fuch a dit,on - 
quantity 
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quantity of Riches to fupport it, that fie rnighi 
eafily aflure the ViAory to his fide, fife paHed 
through the Province of M*fia, and fb into 
Thrace, where he Conquer'd as he went ; and 
who/bever of the 'Barbarians difputed his Paf- 
fage, he fought them, routed them, and drove 
them before hun. He arrived in Syria and ad- 
vanced to the City of Antiocb, which was then 
in the hands of the Perpans. Here he engaged 
the Enemy in feveral Battels , in which he 
had fo much the better, that Safaris the King 
of Perfia, was obliged to retire and leave him 
to poflefs himfelf of the Cities of Amioch, Hi- 
rn t and Nsfibin, that had ail been reduced be- 
fore under the Empire of Perfia, 
Bit great Indeed «be King of ?erfia was made fo fen- 
Sutcef,. Cble of the Power of the Emperor Gordianw, 
that though he w*s provided with great Forces 
to ftand upon his defence, he voluntarily with- 
drew his Garriions out of our Towns, and left 
them intire to their Inhabitants, without the 
leaft Plunder or diroinifhing any thing of their 
Fortunes. All which was much owing to the 
Condo<a of Mjftiheai. In fine, the Perfiam, 
who had made themfelves redoubtable in Italy, 
retired within their own Kingdom from the 
Arms of Gadiavus, .and all the Eaft fubmicted 
to the Obedience of the Empire of Rome. The 
Account fent by Gordianus himfelf to the Se- 
nate, of this Expedition, fays thus: 

Fathers of the Senate, To add to the Viftorits 
which vte obtained in our paflage into the E«Jf, 
whereof each merits a triumph} we have delivtr- 
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ed the Necks of tbt Antiochians froth the Per- 
fian Take, and have removed from them the Kings 
and Laws ef Perfia. We have reconquered He- 
ren , and its Dependences , to the Roman Em- 
fire ; and are come up to Nifibis ; and if the Gods 
favour us, we fiiali proceed further to Ctefiphon. 
I write to you in (hort ; Praying for the good Health 
of Myfitheus, my Father and my Captain of the 
Guards, by tfbofe Canduft and bts good difpofition 
of Things , as we have happily tranfacled this x 
jo we hope to fi/sijh the reft dfo. It is for you to 
appoint Pub lick Sacrifices and Thanksgivings for 
the fame, and to recommend us to the Gods ) and 
rtturn Thanks to Myfitheus. 

When this was read in the Senate, they de- 
creed to Gordianus, to reprefent him Triumph- 
ing after the Per/ian Mode, in Chariots drawn 
with four Elephants. To Myfitheus they ap- 
pointed a Chariot with four Horfes, a Tnum- . 
phal Chariot, and this Infcriptton, To the High- 
ly Worthy Myfitheus, t be Father of Princes, Cap- 
Urn of the Guards, and the Guardian of the Em- 
pire, the Senate and People of Rome return 
Thanks. But this Felicity did not continup Death of 
long; Myfitheus dying, whether of Sicknefs, Myfitheut. 
asfome lay, or whether he was taken off by 
the Arts of Phdtp, who was made the Captain 
of the Guards after bilh, as moft others fay, 
I know not ; but he left the Pubhck his Heir, 
and all that he had was added to the Stock of 
the City of Rome. So advantageous had been 
>he Mimftry of this Great Man, that thera 
*« no Frontier Town of note, but what he 
J? had 
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had furnifhed with ftores of Provifion, fufS 
cient to entertain an Emperor and his Army 
Hn Care There was Vinegar, Corn, Bacon, Barley an< 
of tie Straw, laid up for a Year. Letter Towns hai 
Pubudi. Stores, lome thirty, fbme for forty Days, am 
two Months. The leaft provided, were pro 
vided for fifteen days. As he was the Captau 
of the Guards, he continually examined thi 
Arms of the Soldiers ; he fuffered no fuperan 
nuated Man, nor no Boy to ferve, whole re 
fpeciive Ages excufed them: He made th< 
Tour of all the Camps, and view'd their Tren 
ches himfelf, and went the Rounds man] 
times in the Night. All loved him, becauli 
he was fo equal a Friend to both the Emperoi 
and the Empire. The Tribunes and the Ge- 
nerals had luch regard for him, that they n* 
ver failed in their Duties before him, nor di 
iputsd his Orders, Tbily, who fucceeded him 
in his Place of Captain of the Guards, fbi 
(ome realons, apprehended him very much: 
and this rear put him upon a contrivance to 
attempt his Life , which was thus : Mjfitbeut 
being ill of a Flux, the Phyficuns had order- 
ed him a Dole to flop it : but by the means 
of Philip , that Dole was exchanged, and a 
contrary one given him, which encrealed his 
Flux to that degree, that he died. 

After his Death, which happened under the 
p, e f er . Conlulihips or Arrianus and Papus, Philip, an 
mt>.t cf Arabian born, was made the Captain of the 
PMip. Guards. A Man of mean Parentage, Proud, 
and not able to contain himfelf in fo high 
and new a Fortune. He foon began to form 
debgns 
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\ defigns to prejudge the Army againft the 
; Emperor Goriianus. He brought them one 
time into places where there were noProvifions 
in the Granaries : Another time, the Veffels, 
which came charged with Corn for them by 
Water, were through his means diverted ano- 
ther way; This he did malicioufly to difguft 
them againft Gordianus : becaufe there had 
been fuch vaft Stores laid up by My[itbem for 
the ufe of the Army, that with good Conduct 
they knew they could not fail to be fupplied ; 
at the fame time they did not fufpeft that Gor- 
dianus was fo impofed upon by Philip.- who to 
add yet to their Refenxments, and to blow up 
the Fire, cauled a Rumour to be fpread, that 
Gordtanm, being fo very young, was not a Per- 
Ion oF Ability fuffident to govern the Empire; 
and that it was much better that Philip mould 
be in his place, who underftood it; and how 
to Command an Army. He corrupted the 
bincipet, who are a Body of the ftrongeft and 
the ftouceft Men amoi gft the/n, to his iide ; 
till at length, by his management he brought 
it about, that Philip was openly demanded to 
be made Emperor ; which the Friends of Gor- 
I imus immediately oppofed to the utmoft: but 
when the Army was in a condition of ftar- 
ving for want of Provifions, the Empire was 
devolved upon Philip; and it was agreed, that He ** . 
he fhould Reign in conjunction with Goriianus, J^J* Em ~ 
and mould be as it were the Guardian of the * n0T ' 
young Prince. 

Philip, thus pofieffed of the Empire, com- 
ported himfelf with fo much Pride and Haugh- 
F i tincfs 



The Life and Reign of the Vol. II 

tinefe in all things towards Goriiantu, that a: 
Gardisnm was a Prince who had come to the 
Throne with Honour, of a Noble Family, anc 
of a Race of Princes, his Father and his Grand 
father being both Emperors before him, fo thai 
he could not endure the intrufion of a Perfbr 
of fo ignoble an Original as Philip, he aflem 
bled, in the pretence of M*cius Gordianus hi: 
Kinfman, who was the Captain of the Guards 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Army together 
and complained to them; how ungratefu 
Philip was for the KindnefTes he had done him, 
and he hoped that it would be thought fit, tc 
depofe him from the Empire again. He fpoke 
as much as he could, to that purpofe; but af- 
ter all, the Fa&ion of Philip prevailed and 
carried it fo againft him, that they turned the 
Tables upon him, and depofed GorJianus from 
the Empire. He feeing that his- Credit wai 
not fo great as Phtltp's, demanded that at leaft 
the Power fhould be equal betwixt them. This 
was denied. Then he offered to content him- 
felf with retaining the Quality of the Cafar. 
This was alfo denied. Then he defired, that 
they would not refufe him the Office of the 
Captain of the Guards. But this was alfb de- 
nied. His laft Prayer was his Life, and to 
ferve Philip as a Commander in the Army. 
Philip had aimoft confented to this ; who faid 
nothing him felf, but directed his Party in all 
things by Nods and private Signs. But when 
he considered with himfdf the Affection which 
the Senate and People of Romt, together with 
ajl Africa and Sjna, and indeed all the Em- 
pire 
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pi re had for Gordianut, as being of a Noble Fa* 
mily, and both the Son and Grandfbn of an 
Emperor, and oner that had done great Services 
to the Empire in the Wars , he thought that 
it might one day happen, that the Army by 
fbme unforefeen Accident, might take a fancy 
to re-inthrone him again, becaufe their pre- 
fent Animofity, which was upon the occahon 
of their want of Provifions, was but a Paffion 
that might not laft always ; and therefore he 
ordered him to be carried out of fight (Gordi- 
arms crying as he wenO and to be difrobed of 
the Purple and killed ; which after a little her 
fitation was done accordingly, after he had 
reigned fix Tears. 

Thus by Blood, and not bv Right, did tha 
Emperor Thtltp raile himfelf. In the mean 
time Ar(runtbis, King of Scythia , ravaged the 
Kingdoms adjoyning to him, unto which ha 
was encouraged , efpecially by the death of 
Myjitbeus, by whofe Counfels the Empire had 
been Co well governed before under Gordianus, 

Philip, willing to conceal hisacceffion to the 
Empire by Blood, fent Letters to Rome with 
a quite different Account; in which he faid, 
that Gordianus was dead of a Sicknefs, and that 
as for himfelf, all the Army had ele&ed him 
Emperor. The Senate was eafily to be de- 
ceived in the Truth of things at thac diftance. 
They accepted and proclaim'd Philip Emperor, 
and repofed the deceafed Gordtanw in the num- 
ber of the Gods. He was a handlome, gay, 
amiable Youth, obliging to all, of an agree- 
able Life, and good Erudition ; he wanted anui? r * 
F } nothing 
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nothing but Age for the Throne. The Peo- 
ple and the Senate loved him, and fo al(b did 
the Army, before the Fa&ion of Tbtlip, be- 
yond anv Prince that they had ever had yet. Ail 
the Soldiers and the Senate, fays Cordm, called 
him their Son, and all the People called him 
their Darling. Nor did Fbilip after he had 
killed him, take away his Images, or throw 
down his Statues, or raze out his Name : He 
always gave him the Title of a God, amongft 
the very Party with whom he had confedera- 
ted againft him : He ferioufly honoured him; 
but not without mixing with his Worfhip, a 
great deal of foreign Craft and D^ffimulation. 
U>i But!- ^he Houfe of the Gordiant is ftanding at 
j,„g, w ' this day. It was very finely beautified by this 
laft Prince. Their VtUa or Country- Seat, is 
upon the Way that leads to Fa!tf?rt»a,conCiftmg 
of two hundred Pillars of four feveral Orders; 
fifty of theJVIarble of Caryfio in the Illand of 
Negrcpcn:, fifty of the Claudian Marble, fifty or 
that of the City Sjnnada in ?bry^ia l and fifty 
of that of NumiJta, all of the lame meafure : 
There are three Galleries three hundred foot 
long : The reft is fuitable to the Work . and 
the Baths fuch, as no part of the World, ex- 
cept Rome, can parallel. The Senate decreed 
this extraordinary privilege to the Family of 
the Gordiant, that their Pofterity, if they plea- 
fed, might for ever be exempted from Tute- 
lages, Embafiies, and all other publick Duties. 
There are no Pubiick Buildings by this laft 
Prince extant at Rome, befides lome Fountains 
and Baths : The Baths he built not neither 

• • • , fnr 
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| for publick, but only private ufe. He had be- 
t gun to build a Royal Structure in the Field of 
Mart, at the foot of the Mount, confifling 
of two Galleries of a thoufand foot length 
' each, and the diftance of five hundred foot 
from one another ; the Interfpace on either 
fide to be adorned with Greens, compofed of 
Laurel, Myrtle, and Box; and in the middle 
a Terrafs of the length of the Galleries, fu- 
ftained with rows of fmall Pillars, and having 
over head another ftately Gallery of five hun- 
dred foot. Befides this, he, with the dire&ion 
of Myfitbeus, had defigned to build a Summer 
Bath, which mould bear his own Name ; and 
alio other Baths for the Winter, for the ufe of 
this Place, to render both the Greens, the 
Galleries, and the whole Work the more ufe- 
ful. But all thefe things have fince been in 
the occupation of private Perfons, and are now 
taken up in their Houfes, Gardens, and Te- 
nements. 

There was at Rome, in the time of this Em- 
psror, two and thirty Elephants, whereof two 
(and twenty were of his own fending thither ; 
the other ten were brought by the Emperor 
Alexander Severn. Befides thefe, there were 
ten Elks, tenTygres, fixty tame Lions, thirty 
tame Leopards, ten Hyaena's, a thoufand 
couple of Gladiators, who were maintained at 
the Charge of the Exchequer : One Sea-Horfe, 
one Rhinoceros, ten White and Wild Lions, ten 
Camel- Panthers, twenty Wild Afles, forty Wild 
Horfes, and an innumerable company of other 
Beafts of divers kinds ; all which Gordianus haji 
F 4 prepared 
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prepared to adorn his Terjttn Triumph. Bu 
in this the Publick Wifh had not its efFe&. Fo 
they were by Pbtlip given to be hunted an 
killed at the Secular Games, and the Game 
of the Cirque ; when, during the Confullhi 
of himfelf and his Son , he Celebrated th 
Annuerfary of the Foundation of the Cit 
or Rome, which was then arrived to its Thci 
iandch Year. 

That which is upon the Records concei 
nmg the Murderers of Julius C*far, is obfei 
ved by ts£lius Cor Jus to have happened, no\ 
again, to the Murderers of the Emperor Go 
itanns. All thofe, who embrued their hands i 
his Blood, who (it is faid) were Nine, after th 
death of the two Philips, came to kill then 
lelves, with the fame Swords with which the 
had /tabbed him. 

This was therefore the Life and End < 
the three Princes of the Name of Gordiam 
The two firft were killed in Africa^ the thu 
upon the Borders of Per/!*: where, at th 
Cattle of Csrctjfum, which is upon the £< 
pbraus, a Sepulchre was ere<5ted by the So 
ciers for him , with this Inlcription, writte 
in both the Greek, Latin, Perfian. Hebrew, an 
'/Sgjvttan Languages, that all the World migf 
.,. read and underftand it ; To the Honour of U 
rn Emperor Gordianus, Conqueror cf the Perfian 
Conqueror cf the Goths, Conqueror of the Si 
matians, RtpreJJer of the Tumults of the Rc 
mans , Conqueror of tbt Germans, but not ti 
Conaueror cfj.be Philips.' For the Philips hit 
bm- The Alans bad fvmtumt alfo the btth 
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of him in a Figlt in the Tlains of Philippi in 
Macedonia. Litinim at the fame time, that 
he fet up for the Empire, it is (aid, defaced 
this Sepulchre ; becaufe he pretended to de- 
rive his Extraction from the Philips. 

All which I have therefore been willing to 
obfcrve, mofl; Excellent Conftantine , to the 
end that you fhould be unacquainted with no- 
thing that might feem in any wife to be wor- 
thy of the knowledge of your Majefty. 
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AFter the Death of Gordianut the Firft, 
and his Son Gordtams the Second in 
Africa, which happened in the time 
that Maximin was marching againft Italy, in a 
great rage to revenge his own depofition from 
the Empire , and their elevation to it in his 
Place: the Senate full of fears of the Attempts 
and Fury of lb Cruel an Enemy, aflembled 
♦ themfelves 
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themfelves in the Temple of Concord, upon the 
Seventh of the Calends of July , being the 
Anniversary of the Games in Honour of A- 
polio, to confrder what courfe to take in order 
to their fecurity againft him. Maxmut and 
Balbinus were then two Perfyis of the firft 
Note in the Senate, who had been Confuls ; 
whereof the one, that is, Maximus, excelled 
in Valour and in ftri&nefs of Difcipline ; and 
the other, Balbinus, excelled as much in Good- 
nefs. Thele two coming into the Senate, and 
expreffing in their very entrance their concern 
for the News of the Defign of Maximin, the 
Conlul , who was making a Report to the 
Senate of fome things of another Nature, was 
Anfwer'd by the Senator of the Firft Voice 
thus: 

We trouble cur [elves Itre about Matters of 
{mall Moment, and little better in comparifon than 
Old Wives Stories, at a time that really challenges 
the hightfi Confideration of the Senate. For what 
have we to do te Treat now upon the Repairing of 
Temples, and the Adorning a Baftlxa, of the Baths 
of Titus, and the Rebuilding the Amphitheatre, 
when Maximin is at our Heels, whom you with 
me have declared an Enemy. The two Gordiani, 
m whom our Security was, are dead • nor is there 
at this prefent any Remedy for us ^hereunto to 
recur. Come, Gentlemen, appoint who {hall be our 
Emperors. What do you lofe Time for ? Left 
whtlft you perplex your [elves every one with 
pur Fears, your rather fen[h in thofe Fears, than 
by Valour and Bravery Jeek to effett our Delt- 
vtrance. 

The 



The Lives and Reigns of the Vol.11 

The Senate was in a profound fiience, up- 
on this, when Maxtmut, whofe Age as well 
as his Merits, and his Valour and Severity of 
Difcipline rendred him moft Illuftrious, offer- 
ing to fpeak his Opinion the next ; which 
was, that it was neceffary, that there mould 
be two Emperors appointed, who ihould Go- 
vern in conjun&ion with one another : Veclm 
Sabintts of the Family of the Ulpii, defired the 
leave of the Conful to be heard, which was 
granted, and he fpoke thus: 

It is certain, Gentlemen, that in Changes that 
are fo fudden as this, there is nothing like Rt- 
folv'tng\ and the Counfels, which offer themfelves 
to our Thoughts, art rather to be immediately ex- 
ecuted, than dtfputed. To what purpefe are many 
Words, and fine Speeches, where Affairs are fa 
urgent ? Let every me have a care of bis own 
Neck ; and think upon his Wife and Children, 
and the Efiate which he inherits from Ancefiors. 
All which are under imminent danger from Maxi- 
rnin ; whoft Nature it is to be Furious, Truculent, 
Barbarous ; but jet his Caufe, which as he thinks, 
is fo Juft, ■will make him fiili much worfe. He 
both put htmfelf at the ^ Head of a good Body of 
Troops, and fixd every where bis Garrifons, and 
is marching towards Rome ; and you in the mean 
time fpend the day in fitting and Con fulling. With- 
out more Words, which there is no need of , a new 
Emperor is to be made. Nay, I would fay, two new 
Emperors : one to look after the Civil Affairs, tht 
ether to he charged with tbofe of the War. One 
to refide at Rome, the other to march with an 
Army agatnft the Invaders. I my f elf will Nam 
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the Perfons. Do you Confirm them, if you pleafe: 
or if mt, produce better. Maximus and Balbi- 
nus. The one fo great a Soldier , that be has 
ennobled his Birth by the fplendor of his Palour; 
the other a Mm of High Birth, the Lenity of 
wbofe Temper, and the Excellency of his Life, 
•which from his Touth he hath beftowed always in 
Studies and Letters, is of the greatefi Confequence 
to the State. Tou have my Opinion, Gentlemen, 
which is perhaps more dangerous to my felf, than 
to you : But yet neither ts it very fafe to you, 
unlefs you make either fome other, or tbefe Per- 
fons., our Emperors. 

The whole Houle unanimoufly anfwer'd, 
It is Jufi : It is Juft : We all agree to the 
Opinion of Sabinus: Maximus and Balbinus, 
the Gods fave your Majefties: The Gods have 
made you our Emperors: The Gods preferve you. 
Do you defend the Senate a£ainft the Robbers of 
the Party of Maximin. We commit the War 
againfi the Robbers' to you. Let Maximin, the 
Tublick Enemy, with his Son peri(k. Purfue the 
Publick Enemy. Tou are happy in the Judgment 
ef the Senate : The State is happy in you to fit 
upon the Throne. What the Senate hath deferred 
to you, undertake with Courage-. What the Senate 
bath given you, accept it freely. 

So with the/e, and hich other Acclamations, Maximui 
Maximus and Balbinus were conftituted Em- WBalbi- 
perors. nu» decla- 

From the Senate they went firft to the Ga- redEm ? e - 
pitol, and affifted at the Sacrifices there. Whilft rort - 
they were at the Capitol, the Populace contra- 
lifted the Election of Maximm, becaufe they 
feared 
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fear'd his Severity; and they defired, that the In- 
fant Gordianus, Grandfbn of the Emperor Gor- 
dianus the Firfl , of about thirteen Years of 
Age, fhould be made the Cafar. From the 
Capitol, Maxsmus and Balbmut went to the 
Roftra, which is the Place to Harangue the 
People in upon the fubjeft of their Election. 
As they had done this, the People* there, to- 
gether with fome Soldiers who joined them, 
cried , Wt aH dejire to have Gordianus Cadar. 
Nor would they permit the Emperors, who 
were attended with their Guards, to depart 
from thence, to go to the Palace, till this was 
granted : fo that Gordianus was prefently taken 
and carried into the Senate , and the Senate 
the fame day, which was a new thing, that 
they had parted the kSt in the favour of Maxi- 
ma and Balbmus to be Emperors, Artembled a 
Gordunui fecond time, and parted another Act in the 
Jecjr'd. f avour 0 f Gordianus to be the Cafar. 
,*,ar. kf ot j orij wnic h the two Emperors 

after their Elevation made to the Senate, was, 
That the two GorJtani, who were dead in A- 
frica, mould be Deified. Some fay, this Mo- 
tion was made only for the Father, who had 
firangled himfelf. But as the Son died the ho- 
nourabler death, by being killed in the Field, 
I choofe rather to believe the Report of Junius 
Cordus, in whom I remember that I have read, 
that they were both Deified- After this, they 
conferred the Office of Governour of the Ciry 
of Rome upon Melius Sabinus: who was a 
Grave Perfon, fuitable to the Temper of Max- 
mus\ and they made Pmriw VtUni the Cap- 
tain of the Guard* Jtefors 
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Before I (peak more of their other A&ions, 
I will give you fome Aceount of their Man- 
ners and Families : which is done before me 
indeed by Junius Cordus, and by Curiui Fortu- 
natianus. The firft fufTers nothing to efcape 
him : Co that many times he takes in things 
that are Vile, and not Handfome. The lat- 
ter hath gone through all this Hiftory; and 
hath amafled together feveral things which are 
not to be found elfewhere. But he is Co ftiorr, 
that he only touches upon them. I mall not 
follow the Method of the one or the other ; 
but rather that of the Hiftories of Suetonius 
Trantjuillus and Valerius Marcelltnus, 

Maximuti Father was one out of the loweft ExtraSi. 
Rank of the People; a Coach-maker.or as fbme ?»o/Max. 
fay, a Blackfmith > whole Wife's Name was imul> 
Trima, by whom he had four other Boys, and 
four Girls, that all of them died young. When 
Maximus was born, an Eagle, they fay, dropc 
into the Chamber where he was, through fbme 
Paflage, feveral pieces of raw Flefh : which 
no body daring to meddle with, or couch, out 
of a fcruple of Religion, the Eagle came and 
took it away again, and carried it into the 
next Chappel, which was dedicated to Jupiter 
Traftes. This at that time feemed to be a thing 
of no confequence ; but his coming afterwards 
to the Empire ftxew'd, that it was not done with- 
out a caufe, and that it was an Qmen of his 
Reign. He pafled all his Infancy in the Houfe 
of his Uncle Pinariui , his Father s Brother J 
whom he raifed to the Dignity of the Captain 
of the Guards, as fbon as lie was made Empe- 
ror. 
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ror. He employed his time to the ftudy of 
Grammar, but not much to Rhetorick; for 
his inclination was always to Arms and the 
fevere difcipline of War. At length he came 
to be a Tribune in the Army, and Comman- 
ded feveral Legions, and after that was made 
a Praetor. His Charges at his entrance into 
his Pratorfhip, were born by Tefcenma Marcel- 
Una, who had adopted him, and maintain'd 
him as her own Son. Next, he was made the 
Proconful of Bitbynia ; from Bitbjnia he was 
removed to Greece ; and from thence, in the 
third place, to be the Proconful of the Pro- 
vince of Gallia Ntrbonenfis. He was fent, in 
the Quality of Lieutenant General, into Illf- 
Ttcum , where he beat the Sarmata: From 
thenceiie was commanded to the Rhine, where 
he managed things very happily againft the 
Germans. Then he was made the Governour 
of the City of Rome, in which place he acquitted 
himfelf with a great deal of Prudence, Inge- 
nuity and Exa&nefs. Therefore the Senate, 
though he was one of a Novel Family, which 
without extraordinary Merits muft have pre- 
vented their Favour, did not forbear to con- 
fer the Empire upon him ; confeffing, as did 
all the World, ihat at time there was no Per- 
fen in the Senate more fit to fuftain the Name 
and Dignity of a Printfe, than ha 
Perfan As to his Perfon and his Manners, which 
tniMin. are Circumftances, tho'of the lefler moment, 
ners of mto which People generally delight to enquire, 
yiixmm. h £ was one t jj at muchj ^ ver y 

little ; and Venery he extraordinary rarely ufed. 

Always 
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Always of a fevere Carriage at home and a- 
broad ; a very grave Look, and a hard Face ; 
fo that thay epitheced him Maximus the Trift. 
He was Tall, Strong, and Healthy in Body : 
one of no great Compliance, but Julr, and 
never guilty to the Iaft of Inhumanity or Un- 
mercifulnels towards any. He always forgave, 
when he was asked ; nor was he ever Angry, 
but where it became him fb to be. He ad- 
Med himfelf to no Parties: he was fbdfaft 
in his own Judgment, and would never fo 
much truft to the Sentiments of others, as ro 
his own. The Senate loved him the better for 
all this, and the People feared him. Thole 
latter knew the weight of his Cenfure, being 
a Subje& ; and they thought, that the lame 
rigour- would but increafe upon him being a 
Prince. 

Bdbinut was a Man of a very Noble Race; charter 
had been twice Conful, and the Governotir of of Babi- 
i multitude of Provinces. He -had been th; nu '' 
Governour of Afia, and Africa, and Bitbjtma, 
mdGalatia, and Pentus, and Thrace and Gallia, 
and had headed lometimes Armies. Bin to 
fay the truth, his Excellency lay not fo much 
in the Military, as in the Civil Affairs. His 
Goodnefs.his Integrity, and his Modelty, gam- 
ed him a great deal of love. His Family was 
p ery Antient ; and as he laid, derived from 
Mbus Cornelius Theopbanes • who was made 
Free of the City of Rome by Pompej the Grear, 
and who was a Man of the frit Note in his 
wn Country, and alio a writer of Hiftory. 
Mbtnut was as Tall as Maxtmus, and H.ind- 
G • . iome: 
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fome : he loved his Pleafures extremely , in 
which he had a great Eftate to affift him : for 
he was left Rich bv his Anceftors ; and he had 
added to that Stock much, bv being made the 
Heir to feveral of his Friends. He was fa- 
mous for his Eloquence ; a very good Poet at a 
fudden and an extempore Verie. He loved Wine, 
Women, and good Eating ; was proper in his 
Drefs, and in fine, wanted nothing to render 
him commendable to the People. The Senate 
no lefs loved him. This as to the general Cha- 
raders of Maximut and Balbinus : whom fome, 
as Saluft compares Cato and Cafar, fo fome 
think, ought to be compared in this manner, 
That as Maxtmus was fevere, Balhimi was 
fweet : As the one was Firm and Conftant, 
the other was Good. The one gave away no- 
thing, the other abounded in all things, and 
was as generous to all the World with them. 

Maxitnur and Balbinw, being poffeffed with 
all the other- Royal Honours and Enfignsof 
the Empire ; that is, having received the Tri- 
bunitian Power, the Proconfular Power and 
the Soveraign Pontificate upon them; the 
Title of Fathers of the Country, was likewife 
added to them. They entertain'd the People 
with the diverliom of the Stage, theGamesof 
the Cirque, and the Combats of the Gladia- 
tors ; and then Maximus, after the difpatching 
his Vows in the Capitol, was fent to the War 
agamft Mcxmin with a great Army; the 
Guards continuing with Balbinus ftill at Rom. 
I may here take an occafion to fay, in a word, 
from whence the Cuftom comes, That when 
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the Emperors are going to a War, they firft 
entertain the People with the Combats of 
Gladiators, and the Chafe of" §eafts. Some 
will have it, That it is an antient fort of a Sa- 
crifice to Nemefis, the Goddefs of Fortune ; to 
fkiate her with Roman Blood in the beginning ; 
that fhe may have the lefs thereof to require 
in the Engagements with the Enemy. But 
that which I take to be the trpeft, and the 
moft probable Account of it, is; That the 
fight of Fights, Blood, A,rms, and naked Mien 
engaging each other, fhould harden them a- 
gainft they met the Enemy, and accuftom 
them not to be afraid, nor to fhrink at all 
at Death and Wounds. 

The Guards tarrying, «as I faid, at Rome, 
whilft Maximut went to the War againft 
yiaximin , there happened fueh a violent Se- • , 
dition betwixt the People and them, that it AI ^ utln y 
came to a War , within the Bowels of the omJ * 
City. The greateft part whereof was fet on 
fire, the Temples prophaned, the Streets all 
of them polluted with Blood , and Balbinus 
with hisutmoft Lenity was not able^o pacifie 
ihem : to do which he appeared in publick in 
Perfon. But he was in danger to be knock'd 
lown with a Stone : fome lay. that he recei- 
f«d a blow with a Club; and he could never 
uve quieted them, if he had not thought up- 
m producing the young Csfar Qoriianus, 
'horn he took, drefs'd in his Parple, and fet , 
»m upon the Shoulders of one that was very 
ill,, and expofed him to them : who feeing- 
nniyboth the People and the Soldiers were- 
Q 1 fo 
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(b appealed, that for his fake they all retur- 
ned again to their former Amity : For never 
was one of his Years, fb much beloved as he ; in 
Memory particularly of his Father , and hif 
Grandfather, who had laid down their Live; 
in the defence of the People of Rome, againft 
Maximin in Africk. A great Inftance of the 
Gratitude of the Remans. 

As Maxmus fet forwards for the War, the 
Senate difpatched into all parts of the Coun- 
try of Italy Confuls, Praetors, Quaeftors, /Ediles 
and Tribunes to fee, that every City was pro- 
vided with Corn , Arms, Walls, and Fortifi- 
cations, togive Maximin at every turn a Check, 
and to fatigue him with Sieges one after ano- 
ther. They ordered all the Provifions to be 
reaped, and to be brought out of the Fields 
into the forcified Towns, that the Publick E- 
nemy fhould find nothing whereupon to fub- 
fift. They fent Orders into all the Provinces, 
to forbid all Perfons to Afltft him , under 
the penalty of being treated as Enemies. In 
the mean time another Mutiny happened at 
Rente betwixt the City and Guards. The Em- 
peror Balbptm publifhed his Edi&s to fuppref; 
them, but without efted. The Guards betook 
them (elves to their Camp. The People began 
to behfge them there Nor was this Mutiny 
in which Thieves and Robbers mixed with! 
the reft, to fteal and plunder what they could] 
to the ruin of the City, and the lofs of a greaj 
deal of Riches, quieted, till the People had 
gone fb far as to cut Aquadutis that carried thej 
Water to the Camp. J 
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Whilft thefe things palled at Rome, the Em- 
peror Maximus was at the City of Ravenna, 
making great preparations for the War againft 
Maxmin ; whom he very rriuch apprehended, 
and often faid , that he went to fight net 
againft a Man, but againft a Cyclop. But 
Maxmin was fo defeated of his Deiigns before 
the City of Aaudeia, that his own Men killed 
him, and both the Heads of him and his Son 
were brought to Ravenna to Maximus , who 
fent them from thence to Rome. The Zeal 
of the People of Aqaileia for the Caufe of 
the Romans in this Siege was remarkable. They 
Ihaved off the Woaiens Hair in their neceffity, 
to make Strings with it for their Bows. The 
Emperor Balbtnus was lb overjoy 'd at the Vl» 
dory, who had dreaded the very thoughts of 
Maxmin before, that as foon as his Head was 
brought to Rome, he offered a Hecatomb to 
the Gods ; which is a Sacrifice in this manner : 
A hundred Altars made of Turf, are fet up Offering 
all in a place, Upon thefe Altars are killed ^ <t ? eC ' t 
a hundred Swine, or a hundred Sheep. If it is tcn *' 
an Imperial Sacrifice, the Victims are a hun- 
dred Lions, or a hundred Eagles, and (uch 
like. A Cuftom which many Emperors hav* 
Celebrated; and it formerly was in ufe a- 
mongft the Grecians, to appeale the Gods, in 
time efpecially of a Peftilence. 

This being over, Balbinus in the next place 
with great joy expe&ed the return of his Bro- 
ther-Emperor from Ravenna, with his Army 
and Forces entire, which had had no occalion 
to ftrike a blow. For the People of A^ileia, 
G i and 
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and only a few Soldiers with them under the 
Command of Crifphus and Menoplilus, who 
hadfeen fent thither from the Senate, had pre- 
vented their Work, and defeated the Enemy 
without them. Maximus took his Way from Ra- 
vama firft to Atfuikia, to fee that he left all the 
Country fafe, as far as to the Alps ; and if there 
were any Reliques of the Barbarian remaining, 
who had favoured Maximin, to'reduce them. In 
the mean time the Senate deputed twenty of 
their Body (to wit, four of the Order of the 
Confuls, eight Prartors and eight Quiftors) 
whofe Names are fet down by CorJia, to Com- 
plement Maximus, and to prefent him with the 
Crowns, as alfo an Ad, in which they had de- 
creed to fet up his Statues on Horfeback in Gold. 
The Emperor Balbinus was difgufted at this, and 
faid, that Maximus had been put to lefs trouble 
than he, who had extinguifhd the fire of a 
great inteftine War at home, whilft Maximm 
enjoy'd himfelf in quiet at Ravenna. Buttho' 
this was true, the readinefs of Maximus to ferve 
the State in Perfbn in this War, was fo well ac- 
cepted, that the Victory received was. totally 
imputed to him - , and yet it was got, before he 
fn much as knew any thing of it. The Army 
of Maximm, after his death, furrendringthem- 
felves ro Maximus , he received them , and 
marched with gre^t Pomp and a numerous 
Retinue to Rtme He often faid to that Army, 
that as for what was pafr, it ought to be for- 
gotten ; and he prefenred them a great Do- 
nltive ; and fent their Auxiliaries every one 
J-.om?. But as when Soldiers have once their 
minds 
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'minds pofleffed with a hatred, it is a hard mat- 
ter to govern them. Thefe Men repented 
that they had loft an Emperor, who was of 
their own Ele&ion, now to be reduced under 
the Command of thofe, who were of the E- 
leftion of the Senate. They difcover'd as 
much in their very Looks, and lometimes in 
Words. But when they alfo heard the refled- 
ing Acclamations of the Senate upon them, 
for having adhered fo to Maximin, they be- 
came the bitterer againft Maximus and Baibi- 
nus, and every day bethought themfelves of 
fettingup fome other Perfbns for ths Empire, 
if occafion ferved. 

As Maximus entred into the City of Rome, Reception 
baibinus, the Senate, and the People came out of Maxi- 
to meet him, refle&ing upon the Soldiers of ™ m " 
the Party of Maximin, in their Publick Accla- Rome * 
mations. From thence they conduced him 
into the Senate : where after fome other things 
of courfe, it was faid } See the Happinefs of 
Princes, that are chofen bj the Wifdovi of the 
Senate ; and on, tbe other hand, fte the Fate of 
thofe that are chofen by Fools : Now the Army 
were they that had firft fee up Maximin ; as 
the Senate were they who had chofen Maxi- 
mus and Baibinus. The Soldiers could not 
hear this without being more incenfed againft 
the Senate; efpecially becaufe the Senate pre- 
tended, as it were, to have got a Triumph 
over them. 

Maximus and Baibinus governed in the City 
of Rome with great Prudence, and to the equal 
fitisfaftion of the Senate and the People. 

G 4 They 
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They deferred very much to the Senate ; made 
excellent and Wife Laws ; fat in Perfon in 
Judicature, and admirably ordered all the Mi- 
litary Affairs, Maximus prepared all things 
for a War againft the Partbians ; and Balbmus 
prepared himfeif for another agamft the Ger- 
mans; designing to leave the young Ca:far, 
GcrJiufirts, behind them at Rome. But the dif- 
contented Soldiers in the mean time, fought an 
opportunkv to kill them, but had not yet found 
an\\ bacaufe they were fo well guarded with 
a Body or Germans. 
Vfj cu '.:i Some Differences there were betwixt Maxi- 
heto-s'en tkih ar.u B.-.ihmus ; but they were fecret, and 
the Em. f uc h aj xvere rather to be guelTed, than feen. 
tcrors. Balbmus look'd upon Maxmus, as an Ignoble 
Man, of no Birth ; and Maxtmus fpurned at 
Balbuus again , as a weak Man of no Policy. 
This gave an occalion to the Soldiers, that had 
Wit, to underftand, that it was eafie to kill 
two fuch Princes, as could not agree betwixt 
themfelves. Whilft therefore a great many 
both of the Guards and the Courtiers were 
diverting themfelves at the Publick Games a- 
broad, and the two Emperors were left alone 
in the Palace, with only fome Germans near 
them, they Attacked ihem, The Germam 
were a: a particular part of the Palace, wait- 
ing upon Balbmus. The Storm fell upon'Afow 
mut : who not finding any means to fave him- 
Iblf w : ;;:c-uc the lucccur of the Germans, few 
:<} Relb-.nm to deiire him to fend him a Guard. 
Baik.nus fufpeding a Plcc againft himlelf, out 
•:■ si: w-vz-'.-r, c- M*ximni ro Reign Scle M»- 
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narch, delayed to fend him any fo long, that 
whilft they ftood tn contradiction of one ano>- 
ther upon that Subject, the Soldiers came upon 
them both, and ftnpt them of their Royal 
Veftments, and drew them by violence out of 
the Palace, and abuled them, and cut them» 
and were hurrying them through the City in- 
to the Camp, wheft perceiving that the Ger- 
mans advanced to relieve them , they killed Ti ate 
them both and left them dead in the Streets. Uthflatn. 
At the fame time they took the young Cafar 
GorJianm with them into the Camp, whither 
they retired, and proclaimed him Emperor, as 
he was the only Perfon lefc at prefent to be fb, 
Triumphing and Inmlting over the Senate and 
the People. The Gtrmans having nothing to 
do to Fight, after their Matters were killed, 
betook themfelves to their own Quarter, which 
they had without the City. 

Thus died thole two good Emperors, in a 
manner unworthy of their Virtues and A&ions; 
for nothing was more Brave than Maximus, 
and nothing more Sweet than Balkwus. One 
may be certain of this, from the Nature of 
the thing it felf : For when the EleAion is in 
their own power, why mould they make choice 
of ill Princes ? They were Men, that had 
been exercifed before in feveral employments 
of Honour and Power. The one had been 
twice Conful, the other the Govemour of the 
City of Rome ; and both were of an advanced 
Age when they came to the Empire, and were 
beloved by the Senate ; and though the People 
at the firft apprehended the Reign of Maxt- 
mw, 
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mm, yet finding him more Gracious than they 
expe&ed, even thofe had begun to lay afide 
their Fears, and to Love him alfo. 

Maximui and Balbinus reigned one Year. 
Maximm and his Son reigned two, or as feme 
lay, three Years. The Houfe of Balbinus isftill 
to be feen at Rome, a large and ftately Buil- 
ding, pouefleu by his Family to this day. 
There is a great difagreement amongft the 
Greek and Latin Hiftorians about the Names 
of Maxima and Pupienm : which are indeed 
but two Names for the fame Perfoft : But yet 
the Greek Hiftorians, as Herodotus and Dexip- 
pus, whom I have followed, never ufing the 
Name of Fupienus, and the Latin Hiftorians 
fcarce ever ufing the Name of Maximm ; but 
what the one fays was done by Maximm, the o- 
ther faying it was done by Pupienus, and making 
Fupienus and Balbinus to be Emperors together 
inftead of Maximm and Balbmm. To avoid 
this diftra&ion, we are only to confide in the 
Account of Curim Fortunatianm, where he tells 
us, that as both the Names underftand the 
fame Perfbn, he was called Pupienm, as by 
his own Name, and Maximm, as by the Name 
of his Father. The Letter of Claudius Julia- 
nus, the Conful at that time, in which he Con- 
gratulates the Elevation of him and Balb'mm to 
the Empire, is dire&ed to him by the Name 
of Pupitnm ; which is this. 



To 
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To their moft Sacred and moft In- 
vincible Majefties, Tupienus and 
Balbmus, from Claudius Julianus. 

YOur Majefties by the good Appointment of tie 
moft Excellent and moft Mighty Jupiter 
tni the Immortal Gods, and by the Judgment 
of the Senate and the Confent of aU Mankind, 
having received the Empire, to be by you pro- 
letted again ft the Affaults of the wicked Maxi- 
min, and to be Governed according to the Laws 
of tie Romans, tiougi as yet your Majefiict 
lave not fent unto me your Advices, yet I could 
ho fooner read the Ac! of the Senate for that 
furpofe, which Bath been tranjmitted to me by my 
BrotherConful Celfus iElianus, but I mufi Con- 
gratulate the City of Rome, for wbofe preferva- 
tion you have been Elecled : I Congratulate the 
Senate, to whom , according to the judgment which 
they had of your Merits, you have refiored their 
Vriftine Dignity : I Congratulate the Country of 
Italy, wbofe defence you in a particular manner 
undertake againfi th* devafiation of tit Enemy: 
I Congratulate the Provinces, which the infatiable 
Avarice of ill Gevernours have rent and torn in 
pieces , they are raifed to Jome hopes of fafety t 
mi do wait their deliverance from you. I Con- 
iratulate alfo the Legions themftlves, end the 
Auxiliaries , who from aU Parts of the World 
have their Eyes upon you to Adore you, and pro- 
mfe tbemfelves from you a Reign, worthy of the 
Roman 
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Roman Empire. There is therefore no Language 
fa Powerful there is no Eloquence fo Happy, 
thtrt i no where that Wit, that u fo fruitful, 
as taexprefs fufjficiently tbe-Felktiy of the Pisblick 
in you : We may judge, what Great things we 
are to expc& from yott, fy only the beginnings of 
ycur Rcigr.s ; in -which you have re eftablifhd 
the Roman Laws , and the courfe of Jufiice, 
which was before aboltfhed : You have made your 
felves Examples of Clemency , which had been 
alfo forgotten i and you have fecund unto the 
Subject thetr Lives, Liberties, Cuftoms, and Pro- 
perties. Thefe are thmgt ti is not eafic to recount, 
much left is it to profecute With that Dignity that 
they dtftrve. For how fltaU I exprefs the fenfe of 
the Duties which we owe to you, for your having 
preferved cur Lives to us againjl the Cut throats, 
Cent by the pseud bloody Maxilnin every 
where into the Pr;vi»ses to revenge .bimfelf of 
the wide Order of the Senate ? Especially- well 
may my Infencur P'.rts fall -below the Dignity of 
'ucb a Subject, "when 7 cannot dejcribe fo much 
at tie ft&ttiar Joy of my own Mind, to fee 
theft two Verfcns rjifed to be the Emperors of 
Rome, and the Princes of the whole Race of 
Mankind, to whom and to whofe Cenfurcs I have 
ever fubmitted my felf , and have religioujly en- 
deavcured to approve my Carriage and Alliums: 
And although I may take a great deal of confi- 
dence m the. Tcjtimonies which have been given 
given of me T by the Princes the Predeceffors to you, 
yet it u the Gravity of your Judgments which 
wdl carry the great ejl Weight with me, and in 
which I full choofe to Glory* The Gods long con- 
ttnm 
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t'mue the Felicity of your Reigns to the ■ Roman 
World. As Scipio, the Conqueror of Carthage 
(it is f aid) pray d, that the Godi would preferve 
the State in the Condition in which it then was, 
becauft there could not be a better ; fo -when I re- 
flect upon you, and upon the E/tabltJhment which 
you have made of the Empire, which was Totter- 
ing, till you came unto it, I can only pray, that 
the Gods would preferve the fame to you, in that 
State, wherein your felves have placed it. 

Under thqfe two Princes there; was a War 
betwixt the Carpi, and the People of Mxfia: 
About the fame time commenced the War of 
the Scythians, and the ruin of Ifiria. Dexipput 
gives great Commendations or Balbinut ; he 
fays, that he refitted *he Soldiers, when he was- 
killed, with a Couragious Mind, not fearing 
Death ; and that he was one, who was well 
inftru&ed in ail thingfe But as to Maximus, 
he does not agree to the Chara&ers which is 
given him by moft othfcr Grecian Htftorians. 
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A 

SUPP LEMENT 

OF THE 

EMPERORS 

FROM 

Gordianm the Third, 

UNTO 

Valerian the Firfi. 

FRom the Death of Gordianus the Third, 
unto the beginning of the Reign of 
VgUrian, it is accounted to be about 
Nine, or at the molt Ten Years. In which 
Ihort time, thefe Fifteen following Princes, 
of whom we have littltf left upon Hiftory, 
befides their Names, fucceflively carried and 
loft ihe Empire of Rome. 

I. Marctth 
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I. Marcus. The Senate, upon the News of 
the Death of Gordianus , immediately exerted 
their own Right, and created Marcus Empe- 
ror, according to Zonaras. He was of their 
own Order, a Venerable Per/on, addicted to 
the ftudy of Wifdom and Philofophy. But 
he foon fell fak, and died in the Palace at 
Rome. 

II. Severn Hofiiltanus. After Marcus, the 
Senate by their Suffrages, according to Zona- 
walfo, fet up this Prince; who likewife had 
the fortune to fall lick foon after, and died. 

III. Marcus Julius Philip the Father. This 
was the Perfon, who was the Author of the 
Murder of Gordianus the Third. He aflbcia- 
ted his Son with him in the Empire. His Wife 
was Mania Otacilia Severa; who it is thought, 
was an occafion, being her felfinftruated in the 
Chriftian Religion, that her Husband was Fa- 
vourable to the Chriftians. 

IV. Marcus Julius Philip the Son. He was 
otherwife called, Caius Julius Saturnims Philip- 
pus. But after his AfTumption to the Empire by 
his Father, he took the fame Names with him. 
They reigned together five, fome fay fix Years. 

V. Jotapianus. This Perfon fet up himfelf 
for the Empire in Syria, in the time of the 
Philips. But was -foon oppreffed again , and 
ended his Pretences with his Life. 

VI. Ma*ims. 
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VI. Marinus. Some call him Vublius Carvi- 
lius Marinus. He was fet Emperor up by the 
Legions in Garrifon in Pannonia or Mafia , at 
the fame time that Jotapian made his Pretences 
in the Eaft ; and was killed foon after. 

VII. Mtjliui Qnintus Trajanus Decius the Fa- 
ther. The Army in Vlyrkum advanced this 
Prince in oppofition to the Philips. He enga- 
ged the Emperor Philip the Father in a Bat- 
tel at the City of Verona, and flew him there, 
Philip the Son was killed at Rome. 

VIII. Diclui the Son. He was called Quin- 
ius Herenntus Etrufcus Mejlius Decittt. He reign- 
ed in conjun&ion with his Father. 

IX. Caius Valtns Hofiilianus. Some Medals 
and Antient Inlcriprions mention him j and 
he is fuppofed to have let up himfelf againft 
the Decit, as did the two following. But nei- 
ther the Greek nor the Latin Hiftorians are 
found to fay any thing of him. 

X. Lucius Prifcus. He was the Prefident of 
Macedonia, when he was fet up to be Emperor 
againft the Decii. 

XI Valens Licinianus This is the fame, whom 
Trtbdms PoBto makes the Nineteenth in his 
Catalogue and Account of the 30 Tyrant:. 
He had much of the Love of the People. 



XII. Caius VibiusTrehnianus Callus, the Fa- 
ther. XIII. VAv 
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XIII. Vtbius Vohfianus, his Son. Thefe two 
fucceeded together to the Empire after the 
Vecii; with whom fome joyn a Third, namely, 

XIV. Hoftiltatius Perpenna. . He was prefer- 
red to the Empire by the Senate, in the time 
that Galius and his Son were Created by the 
Army. 

XV. Cams 'Julius <s£militmuf. Thk Prince 
wasCrtiated by tile Legionsin Wkfa* and after 
the death of Galius and his Son, who were 
killed by their own Soldiers, he reigned the 
fpace of three Months, and governed the Em- 
pire with a deal of Prudence. Then dying 
of a ficknefs, he left it vacant to the Emperor 
Valerian. 

In fine, the Hiftory of thefe Princes, and 
of the whole Interval from Gordianui die 
Third, to Vakrtan, is inveloped in fb mnch 
Darknefi, that certainly it is very difficult to 
find any one place , in which the Antient 
Writers are of any Agreement amongft thsm- 
felves. 
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A. Chifti 

Cctiv. 



THE 

EMPEROR 

Valerian the Firft. 

B Y 

Trebellius Poll io. 



VALERIAN was in the Province of 
Rbxtia, when the Army fet him up to 
be Emperor, with the unanimous content and 
approbation of the Senate and the. People. 
He was a Man of an Honourable Birth , the 
Son of Valerius ; and he was one, who in his 
time had paffed through all the Gradual Offices 
and Honours of the State, with great applaute, 
which paved the Way for him to the Throne, 
Keff eB cf To let you fee the Efteem, which the Pub- 
the Senate fofc had 0 f his Merits, and how well he flood 
tt btm. m £ j ie 0 p m i on 0 f t he moft Noble Senate, at 
the time when he was chofen to be a Cenfor, 
I will give you the A& of the Senate, which 
paffed for his Election. 

Upon 
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Upon the fixth of the Kalends of November, 
the Year in which the two Decii were the Gon- 
fuls, the Senate having received from thofe 
Princes Letters, in which they left it to the 
Senate's Power to appoint a Perlbn to the 
Place of a Cenfor, met for the purpofe in the 
Temple of Cafior and Pollux, and the Motion 
being made and the Queftion put, whom they 
Jhould Choofe, inftead of waiting to be asked 
their Votes feverally according to the Cuftom, 
they all cried with one Voice, in the abfence 
of Valerian, who was then in the Field with 
the Emperors : 

The Life of Valerian » a continued Ce»for[hip. 
At bis Manners are Better than all the If ttld be/ides t 
ft let him be the Judge of the Manners of all the 
World. Let hint judge of the Crimes of the Senate, 
who bath none of ha own : Let him give Judg' 
mm upon our Lives, who leads fuch a one himfelf, 
ss nothing can be objecled to it. Valerian bath 
litis a Cenfor from his Infancy. Valerian batb 
«! bis Lift been a Cenjor, He ss a Prudent, it 
Modeft, a Grave Senator ; a Friend to the Good, 
an Enemy to Rebellion, an Enemy to all Vice and 
Wickednefs. We all Accept him to be our Cenfor. . 
We will all Obferve htm. A Man of the Ftrft 
Quality, Noble by Blood, of a Correct Life, and 
singular Manners, Eminent in his Learning, and 
f perfect Model of Antiquity. This was often 
repeated, and then the Senate Adjourned. 

When the Emperor Decisis had received this 
Aft, which was fent to him from the Senate a 
ne afiembled all thofe of his Court, and a- 
Inongft the reft, he order'd Vt\ltmn to be cal- 
H* ledi 
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led ; and after the A& of the Senate was read 
to the Company, he made the following Speech 
to Valerian. 

Speech of Tou are Happy Valerian , in the Judgment 
the Emfs. which a& the Senate hath of you, and in the fliart 
rortoLim. tidt J0lt b( „ ,„ Hetrts 9vi A^eilims. R c . 

ceive the Office of being a Ctnfor to the whok 
Roman World, unto which tbey have appointed 
you, and which you alone de/erve to hear, 
thu you art made a Judge of our Manners. Ton 
will Judge , who ought to abide in tbt Senate: 
Tou will reduce the Equeftnan Order unto iti 
Antient State: Tou will prefcribe Bounds to tht 
Revenues of all. Tou will confirm the Tributi 
which u raifed ufm the People. Tou will take m 
Account of all Offices in the Government. Ton 
will have the Authority of making Laws, of Judg- 
ing of the Orders of the Soldiers, and of bavatgyour 
Eyes upon the ConduS and the Employs ef Arm, 
Tou wiU have the Power of carrying your Judg- 
ment to my own Court, and to the Governours cf 
the Provinces, end tbt mofi Eminent Commands 
in my Service. Excepting only the Gtvernour if 
the City of Rome, tbt two Confuls for the Ten, 
the Chief Officer of the Sacrifices, and the Motkr 
of the Vefial Virgins, provided jt hat Jhe keep tir 
(elf Uncorrupt, there u no Body, nor no Cauft, 
but wiU fall under your Sentence. And ever, 
thofe who are excepted, will labour nevertbek[i 
to pletfe you, and to be agreeable in your fight. 

The Reply which Valerian made to the Em 
peror, was in this manner : 

May it pleafe Tour ?nofi Excellent Majefiy, J 
btfeetb rcn, not to tie mt to finch a ntcejfity nj 
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Judging of the People, the Soldiers , t be Senate , 
and aU the World indeed, the A4agiftrates of the 
Provinees, the Tribunes, and the Generals. Theft 
are things, for which pur Majtfly poffeffei the 
Name of an Emperor ; the Cenforfhip revolves 
upon your felf\ a private Man cannot perform 
it. I beg therefore, that I may be excufed from 
this Honour : Neither my Life, nor my Affurance 
makes me fuitable for it: The Times alfo are fo re- 
pugnant, that it is the Voice of Mankind, to deftre 
not to fee a Cenforfinp of a private Perfm of this 
Nature. 

However Valerian acquitted himfelf in his 
Cenlbrfhip with all Equity. I could produce 
feveral other Inftances of the Favour, both of 
the Senate and the Emperors towards him, if 
they were not things that are already generally 
known. From whence, I would only obferve, 
that it appears, that when Valerian was after- 
wards called to the Empire, it was not done by a 
Tumultuary concourle of the People, nor by 
a Noife of the Soldiers , but he was chofen 
juftly for his Merits, and as it were by the 17- 
nanimous Voice of Mankind : in which , if 
every Perfbn in particular had been to be al- 
lowed the power of fpeaking his Opinion, they 
would all have made choice of no other than 
Valerian. 

After Valerian was upon the Throne, no 
Man a&ed in the difpofmon of Commands 
and Offices, better, and more juftly than he. 
His Son GaUtenw, the Brother to Valerian the 
Second, by another Venter, was at the fame 
time mad© Cafar, at the requeft of the People. 

H 3 In 
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In fine, the fatal Overthrow of Valerian 
and his Captivity that followed it, makes me 
almoft aiham'd to extol him fo highly, as he 
otherwife ckferves. For this Prince marching 
with a great Force againft Perfia, and invading 
that Kingdom, and being through the Condu£t, 
whether Treacherous or Unfortunate, I know 
not, of one of his Officers, on whom he greatly 
relied, brought into fuch Circumftances, [that 
no Force, nor no Military Difcipline, could 
fave him, was Conquer'd, and fell a Prifoner 
into the hands of Sapores King of Perfia ; who 
(welled with the fuccefsof fo glorious Vi&ory 
not only proudly detained him, contrary to the 
Honour of Arms, but treated him in the 
Language of a vile and abjeft Slave, andfomc 
fay, condemned him to the infamous Office 
cf making his Back a Footftool to him to tread 
upon, whenever he mounted his Horfc. How- 
ever that is, it is certain, that feveral of the 
Neighbouring Kings, who had affifted on the 
fide of Sapores againft Valerian in the War, fent 
Letters afterwards of kind Interceffion to Sa- 
fores on behalf of the Royal Priloner, where- 
of two or three were as follows : 

To Sapores the King of Kings, 
<BelfotH$ fendech Greeting. 

IF J could xhmi. it poffible, that the Romans 
were to he totally at lap Vanquifhed, I [hould 
Congratulate jcu upon the Exalted manner, in 
it-bicb jcu ufe jtur Vsttory. Em (U they are a 
Natisn 
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Nation who ly the power of Fate, and their own 
Virtue together, are of an extraordinary Force in 
the World, you will do well to have a care, that 
pur taking into Captivity the Old Emperor, and 
that too by a Fraud, does not redound to the IS 
of you and your Vejlcrity. Tou may pleafe to 
obferve> what great Nations the Romans bave t 
of Enemies, made their own; and Nations that 
have often bad the advantage of heating them 
too. It is certain we have beard, bow the Gauls 
beat tbem, and fet fire to their great City. But 
yet the Gauls are now Slaves to the Romans. 
What! Have not the Africans Beat tbem? But 
yet the Africans now ferve the Romans. And 
not toinftance in Examples, whicb are of a great 
dijlance from us, and therefore the lefs known, 
Mithridaces King of Pontus, was once the Ma- 
fier of all Afia. But yet Mithridaces was Con- 
quered, and Afia is now certainly under the Obe- 
dience of the Romans. If you will be advifed 
by me, embrace the Means of Peace, which you 
have in your bauds, and refiore Valerian to bit 
Country again. I Congratulate your Felicity, pro- 
vided this altogether, that you know bow to uft 
tt well. 

tiakrus, the King of the Cadftfi, 
v writ thus. 

[Am glad, that the Succours with which we 
furnished you, are remitted to me again entire 
fafe, as I have received tbem : But I can- 
W wi(h you fo much Joy of your carrying into 
H 4 Captivity 
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Cafttvity that Great Prince Valerian, at I fltould 
Congratulate you, if be was Rtftorcd again. The 
Romans are the mop dangerous Enemies for be- 
ing beaten; A3 therefore as it becomes you in 
Prudence ; ner let Ftrume fmff you up , -which 
both deceived fo many. Valerian bath a Son 
an Emperor , and a Grand [on a. Cz(ar. Ann 
what .' Hath be not all the Roman World en hn 
fide, which will umverfally rtfe up againjt you i 
Therefore Re/lore him, and make a Peace with 
the Romans ; which wtU alfo be an Advantagi 
to us, as wtU as you. 

Jrtafafdes, the King of Jrmeniaj fent 
this Letter to Sapores. 

I Share with you in the Glory of your ViBoi) 
But yet I fear, that you have not fo *mucl 
Cenyuer'd, as fown the Seeds of more and mon 
Wars. The Son of Valerian, and bit Grandfn 
and the Captains of the Romans, all Gallia, d 
Africa, all Spain, all Italy, aS the Nations whid 
are in Ulyncum, and m the Eaft and Pontus, 
that either are the Allies, or the Subjects of tit 
Romans, will be jure to re-demand the Perjct 
of Valerian. So you have a Prifoner of om 
Old Man, and in the mean time you render d 
the Nations ef the Earth implattble Enemies ti 
you, and tt may be to us, who fent you our Suc- 
cours, as we are your Neighbours, and are al- 
ways concerned in the Troubles of your State. 

Other Nations of the BaSriani , the Gtvr- 
pans, the Albanians and the Tartars^ rejeftw 
the 
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the Applications of Saperes to them, and writ 
to the Roman Generals to promife them their 
afliftances, to deliver Valtriah out of his Cap- 
tivity. Valerian neverthelefs remained and died 
a Prifbner in Ptrfia, at an advanced Age. His 
Quarrel was pretty well reveng'd by Qdenatus 
of Palmyra : who getting together an Army, 
affeted tha^ Roman Inteeeft geeatly th thole 
Parts ; infomuch that he took the Treafures 
of the K ing of Ptrfia. and what thofe Kings 
hold dearet to them than their Trealures* he 
took bis 1 e«rtCHbjrt«9 Pnfonefs. Ufcon which, 
King Saportt retired himfelf immediately with- 
in his own Kingdom, and ended the Per/ian 
War. 

This is the Story of Valerian the Father ; 
who was 70 Years Old, when he was with 
great Applaufes firft advanced to be Emperor. 
I come next to Valerian, the Son. 
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EMPEROR 



Valerian the Seconds 



Trebellius Pollio. 



"A L E R 1 A N the Second was the Son ■ 



%/ of the precedent Prince , and the 
▼ Brother of Gallitnus by another Mo- 
ther. He was Handfbme, Modeft, and very 
Ingenious for his Age ; of a Charming Hu- 
mour and Manners; far different from the 
diflblutenefs of his faid Brother. His Father 
had made him a Cafar, and Cekfitnus fays, 
that his Brother did afterwards receive him, 
as Emperor, in conjun&ion with himfeif. 

There is nothing to be remembred of him 
more, than that he was Nobly born, very well 
educated, and that he was miferably killed. 
He was buried about the City of M/<w>,mth 
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this Infcriprion put upon him afterwards, by 
the order of Claudius ; The Emperor Valerian. 
Some have underftood it of Valerian the Fa- 
ther ; as if the Body of him , who was a Pri- 
foner in Yerfia, had been returned out of that 
Country : But that is a miftake, and therefore 
to prevent it for the future, I mention it as 
fiich here. _ ' "\. 

I pafs on next to the Reign of GaU'mut and 
his Son, called Salonim* Gallitnm ; being en- 
tirely devoted to your Service, and to the 
glory of your Reputation, to which I neither 
ought nor can refufe any thing. 
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THE 

Life and Reign 

OF THE 

EMPEROR 

Gallienm the Fir(l. 

B Y 

TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 



FRom whence (hould I begin the Life of 
Gallienm, but from the time of the Cap- 
tivity of his Father ? Who, that is, Va- 
lerian the Firft, being taken and kept a Pn- 
foner by the King of Perfia, though it was a 
great Affli&ion to all to fee an Emperor of 
Rome treated fb like a Slave, the Army in the 
mean time without a Head , the Generals 
murmuring , and the Empire in a tottering 
condition, efpecially in the Eaft, yetdidG^ 
lienm 
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litnus rather rejoyce in the Misfortune of his 
Father , and carried himfelf Co negligently, 
that Macritmw and Balifta, together with the 
Reliques of the Army which fhey affembled 
with them in the Eaft, confulted in fine, 
whom to fet up to be EmperOr in oppofition 
to him. For as for him, his Name was fcarce 
ib much as mentioned amongft them. 

Macrtanm was accounted one of the mod 
knowing Captains of that time, and no Mao 
fitter for the Government of Affairs than he. 
Withal he was very Rich, and one that could 
fupply the publick Occasions out of his private 
Fortunes. His Sons, Macriames the Second 
and Quietus Were two ftout y6ung Men, who 
loved the War, and might be of good Example 
to the Legions, upon all opportunities, where 
the matter of Arms might 'call them. 

Wherefore it was refblved, in preference Several 
to others, to commit the defence of the Em- Perfotu 
pire unto Mdcriamt and his Sons. This was/'' "P fi" 
in the Year, that Gsllienui and Volmfumut were £ m t<™> 
the Confuls. Msctutnm gathered himfelf an 
Army, and took all the neceflary precautions 
for his fecurity again ft his Enemies. He fent 
Fife, who was one of the chief Perfons of the 
Senate, into Achats , to opprefs VmUns there, 
who governed that Country with a Procon- 
fular Power by the appointment of Gdlimua 
But Valtns finding th?.: Pifo came againft him, 
and that there was no other way to fave him- 
felf, but by an Abfolute Authority, and by 
fctting up himfelf Emperor, he did fo, and 
Pffo withdrew from thence into Tbeflalia- 
whither 
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whither VaUns fent thofe after him that killed 
him. In the mean time Pifo had alfo in Tbef- 
falj fet up for an Empire, with the Title of 
Emperor of Theflalia. After this, Macrianus 
leaving his Son Quietus in the Eaft, and the 
Affairs under him there in a peaceable Condi- 
tion, began his Expedition againft Gallienus. 
He came firft into the Letter Afsa, and then 
into Illyrictim. In Mjricum was Aureolus, who 
pretended to Reign there; being one that 
had taken Arms, and the Empire upon him, 
againft Gallitnus. Macrianus had his Son Ma- 
crianus with him, and a Body of five and forty 
thoufand Men. With thele he fought the 
Forces of Aureolus, which were Commanded 
by his General Demit tan : but Macrianus loft 
the day, and both he and his Son were killed, 
and all their Army furrendred to the Emperor 
Aureolus. 

The News of the death of Macrianus, the 
Father and Son, coming to Odtnatm of Pal- 
myra in S/rta, who had made his pretentions 
( to the Empire of the Eaft from the Captivity 
attmpt! °^ y<tieTian > Odenatus confidering the Remi/s- 
tke Em. ne k °f Gallitnus on the one hand, and the 
pre. Ufurpation of Aureolus on the other, and in- 
deed the difturbed Condition of the whole 
Empire every where, haftned upon this op- 
portunity with an Army, to fee if he could 
take the other Son of Macrianus, Quietus, who 
had been left behind in the Eaft. This Bufi- 
nefs was foon concluded by the Treachery of 
fuch, as were about the Pcrfon of Quietus: 
For they, Confederating with Odenatus, and 
particularly 
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particularly Baltjla t the Captain of the Guards, 
killed the young Man and threw his Body over 
the Wall to Odenatm \ to whom every one, af- 
ter that, immediately fubmitting , Odenatui be 
came the Emperor of almoft all the Eafr, 
whilft Aureolut reigned in lllyritum, and Gallie- 
nus reigned at Rome. The City of Emitfa was 
nigh deftroyed by the feverity of Balifia at this 
time, and many of the Inhabitants killed, with 
the Treafurer and fuch others of the Party of 
guietus, as had fled for Ihelter thither. 

Odtnatus ordered an Account of every thing 
that had pafled, to be faithfully fent to the 
Emperor Gtllttmt at Rome \ as if it was in his 
Caufe, that he had done what he'did. GaUie- 
trn was pleafed with the fecurity, which ac- 
crued to him by the death of Macrianms y and 
his Sons: But the u(e that he made of it, was DiMutel 
only to indulge his Lufts and Pleafures the tuft tf 
more, which he purlued without the leaft re- Gallienus.. 
gard to the Condition of his Captive Father. 
He gave the Publick the diverfions of the 
Races of the Cirque, Stage- plays, the Games 
of Leaping, Running and Wreftling; a Chafe 
of Wild Beafts, and th&Games of the Gladia- 
tors ; whereunto he invited the People to affift 
and be Merry, as upon Days of the greateft 
joy and Triumph. However, (everal could 
not but lament the Captivity of his Father : but 
GaSknus gloried rather in it ; becaufe his Father 
(he (aidjhad loft his Crown by I know not what 
lwje of Virtue, which he renounced; and (b 
he folaccd himfelf above meafure. It was 
plain, that he could not endure the Eye of his 
Father 
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Father upon him; and he thought himfell 
happy, that the Old Man with his Gravitj 
was to far off removed. 

About the fame time, <s£milian in Egyp 
Revoked, and fee up for himfelf as Emperor, 
and leized upon the Granaries and the Maga- 
zines of that Country, till feveral Towns there 
were almoft laid under a Famine. Againft 
him Tbeodotm, a General of Gallimus^ march- 
ed, and fought him and took him, and lent 
him alive to the Emperor his Mafter. 

Gmllttmu ftili perfifting in his Sports and his 
Luxury, and no better looking after the Publick 
Weal, than a Boy that is made a King in a 
Play of a Company of Boys. The -G**//, to 
whom it is Natural to be Light, and ft People 
that cannot contain themfelves under Princes, 
which are luxurious and which degenerate from 
that Roman Valour, which did at firft fubjed 
them, called Poftbmmiw to the Empire ; where- 
unto che Forces of that Province corilented, 
who were very fenfible, and accordingly com- 
plained of the flaveryof Gallitmtt to his Lulls. 
Againft Tofibumiui , marched Gallienus him- 
lelf with a Body oi Troops. He befieged 
Voftbwiun in the City where he wa&: But as 
he was viewing the Walls, the GmU diftin- 
gutfh'd him, and gave him a Wowid by the 
feot of an Arrow, Poftbnmim reigned feven 
Years mGalks, and afferted that Country 
bravely againft the Incurfions of all the B«r- 
barumt round about. The War betwkt G*l 
lienui and him was long protracted, through 
a number of Sieges and Battels ; Sometimes 
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the one, fometimes the other carried it: info- 
much that Gallienus was obliged by the difficul- 
ties which befet him, to make a Peace with 
the pretended Emperor Attreolut, for the bet- 
ter opportunity of oppofing Fofikumiut. To Min) 
thefe Mifchiefs, the Scythians invaded the Pro- ccmmoti- 
vince of Bitbjni* in the Lefler Afia, and de- tims and 
ftroyed whole Towns there. They came up vtr " rs ' 
to the City of» NicomeJia, and burnt it and 
grievoufly laid it wafte. Bcfides which, as if 
all the World confpired at once to afflifr. us, 
in Sicily there arofe as it were a fervile War, 
by the means of a company of Robbers, that 
roved up and down, and required a great deal 
of pains to fupprefs them. AH. thefe things 
happened out of a Contempt of GaUttnht 
becaufe there is nothing which gives fo much 
Boldnefs to the Wicked, nor fo much Hopes 
and Encouragement to the Good, as when 
I either on the one hand a Good Prince Is feared, 
or on the other a DifToIute Prince is defpifed. 

Amongft fo many Commotions and Wars, 
an Earthquake in the Year when GaBievus and adread- 
Taufiimaiiui were the Confuls, in a violent ful Earth- 
manner (hook the Cities of jifia ; it fhook qu*k?- 
Libya, and the City of Rome, and there was 
a Darknefi for feveral days. The roaring of 
the Earth from beneath, was like the Voice 
o\ Thunder from above. Many Fabricks were 
confumed in this Earthquake, and their Inha- 
bitants with them, and othets killed with the 
Wght. The Earth opened in abundance of 
places i and lalt Water eame up into the 
freaehesj and federal Cities were covered with 
J * 
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a Flood of Waters; Above all, it did the mof 
mifchief in Ajtai At the fame time fo great; 
Pefhlence raged at Rome, and in the Cities ol 
Achats, that five thoufand Perfbns died of ii 
in one day. So the Books of the Sibyls were 
Infpeded, and the Peace of tht Gods begged 
and fought into, and a Sacrifice was offered to 
Jupiter, the Author of Health, according asit 
was prefcribed by the faid Books of the Sityk 
Fortune raged on all fides. Here the Earth 
The many fcook and trembled: there it gaped and opened; 
Mtjfcr- in other Parts a Peftilence laid us wafte; Vdt- 
times cf rien } n t h e m ean time a Captive, Gallia diftraft- 
the Ttmes. ^ wif h thg Q £ p t JU, um i us> an d t h e Barban- 
ens; the Eafl under the Empire of Odenatm, 
Aureolm the Mafter of llljricum, and *s£mihm 
the Mafter of Eeyp > Thrace taken up betwixt 
the Goths m& Claudius, who laid wafte Mace- 
donia and beGeged Thejfalonica: No moderate 
degree of quiet had we on any fide. And ail 



yet occafioned by the Contempt, in which 
Galiienus was with all the World : which he 
drew upon hirnfdf by his exceffive Luxury; 
and not only that, but he was a Man, who be- 
fides, if he was out of Danger, was fit enough 
for all k*d of Wickedncfs. In Achaia, Mar- 
tianur, with the Forces of GaUitnm, Engaged 
the Goths, and obliged them to retire. The 
Scythians, who are another part of the Goths, 
at the fame time laid wafte Afia, and plundered 
and burnt the Temple of Diana at Ephefus, the 
Fame of the Riches whereof is fo well known 
to all the Earth. 
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It is a fharae almoft to fay, what Expreffions, 
what Jeffs, came upon thefe occafions from 
the mouth of Gsilietms, when he was told of 
the Revolt and Troubles of this and the other 
Place. Egypt t it was told him, was Revolted : 
And what then, fays he, cannot we be with- 
out the Flax of Egypt ? Afia, it was told him; 
was laid: wafte, both by the Earthquakes, and 
the Serbian Enemy. What then, fays he, can- 
not we be without Salt-petre ? When Gallite 
was loft to Poftbumiut, he laughed* and (aid ; 
Cannot the State be fafe,- unlets we have our 
Stuffs from Atrat ? And fo of all Parts of the 
World, when he had loft them, hejsfted.and 
was no more concerned, than for his old 
Cbaths, or the loft of any vile Slave. 

And that nothing which is 111, fhould be 
wanting to his Times, the City of Byz,m~ 
twm, which is the Key of the Btllefpont, and 
famous for- its Naval Powers, wasrendred total- 
ly defolate by the Soldiers of the fame Gallw- 
iwj, that fcarce any body was left' alive in it. 
There is no Antient Family to be found now 
there, to represent the Nobility and the Anti- 
quity of its 1 former People, but what perhaps 
bath fprung from fome Perfbn or other, who* 
efcaped the flaughter, by being' at that time 
abfent on his bufinefs, or in the fervice of the* 
War. 

After the Peace with Aureolas , G«ihe»,-,r, 
with the affiftance of him and Claudius as hisJ 
General, who was afterwards Emperor, and 
*hd is the Head of the Family of Conftantiui- 
ffie Cxfar, began the War afrem againft Pefi 
1 i ■ Hmti 
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hum'iui in Gallia. Poftbumiut was affifted with 
many fuccours from the Celt* and the Franks^ 
and being joined by VtBorinta, whom he had 
made Partner with him in his pretended Em- 
pire, he marched to the Battel againft Gallic- 
nut. They fought feveral times with variety 
Poftfm- °f fuccefs on both fides. The Vi&ory at laft 
inim de. fell to Galltenm ; who, it is to be owned, had 
fated. fudden Valour, which came hot upon him, 
when he was in a Choler and well provoked. 

In this Choler he went next to revenge him. 
lelf of Byzantium ; where he did not expeft 
to be received within the Walls. But upon Con- 
ditions, he was. The day after, he firft dif- 
armed, and then put all the Garrilon and 
Town in cold blood to the Sword, contrary 
to his Faith and the Promifes that he had made 
them. About the lame time the Scythians in 
jifia were beaten by the Valour and the Con- 
dud of the Roman Commanders there, and 
obliged to retire from their Incuriions. 
Winged with thefe SuccelTes, GalUtms flew 

kit return WU ^ great * pee< * IO Romt » anC * C° nvocatin S 

toRomz. tne Ssnate, he lnftituted and Celebrated his 
Decennial Games, the Pomp and the Pleafiires 
whereof, were as Exquifite as they were New, 
He went to the Capitol, in a Proceflion of 
the Senators in their Robes, the Gentry, the 
Soldiers clad in White, all the People, Slaves 
a very great many, and Women marching 
before with Wax Tapers and Lamps in their 
hands. Thefe were preceded by a hundred 
white Oxen, yoaked two and two, with their 
Horns gilt, and Cloths of Silk thrown over 
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their Backs of divers Colours, which made a 
great Show. In like manner , marched two 
hundred pure white Lambs : Ten Elephants, 
that were then at Rome : One thoufand two 
hundred Gladiators, pompoufly drefled in 
Cloaths embroider'd with Gold , fiich as 
the Ladies of Quality wear: Two hun- 
dred tam'd Wild Beafts of feveral kinds, very 
finely adorned ; Chariots full of Mimicks, and 
all forts of Players; Pugils fighting, but not 
with true, but counterfeit Weapons ; Drolls 
playing the Anticks, and others imitating the 
Geftures and Looks of the Cyclops, which 
vws wonderful. All the Streets refounded 
with Acclamations, and the Plays, and the 
Noife. In the rnidft, amongft the Senators, 
marched Gallienus himlelf in a Triumphal 
Gown and Tunick, accompanied with all the 
Priefts in their Robes. There were five hun- 
dred Spears of Gold born on each fide, one 
hundred Standards, the Srandards of the Col- 
leges of the Priefts, the Arms and Enfigns of 
the Temples, and all the Legions. Then went 
alfo feparate Bodies of Men, reprefenting 
Captives of Vanqmlh'd Nations : as Goths, 
Sarmattant, Franks and Perfians\ to the num- 
ber .of no le(s than two hundred in a Body. 
Ana with this Pomp did Gallienus vainly think 
to elude and put upon the People of Rome ; 
who neverthelefs leeing through the difguife, 
one Man favoured Pofibumius, another RegiU 
lisnus, another Aureolas , another ts£milta» t 
and another Saturninus, as they fancied. Great 
Wflientation was made for the Captivity of 
J 3 Valerian, 
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Vakrian, the Father ; and it was admired, that 
his own Son mould leave him fo unrevenged, 
when ftrangers and foreign Potentates had 
been readv to vindicate him. But nothing of this 
moved Gallisnru, his heart was ftupified with 
his Pleafures. All his difcourfe to thofe that 
were about him, wa?, What have we for Din- 
ner ? What are the Diverfions that are pre- 
pared to day? What will be the Play to mor- 
row ? What are the Races to be run in the 
Cirque ? The Proceffion being over, and the 
Hecatombs being offered to the Gods, Gallit. 
nm returned to the Court , where there was 
an Entertainment : which when finimed, he 
aopointed the other days for the publick Pa- 
ft:mes. One thing I mult not omit, and that i; 
an unlucky Jeff, which was made upon the Pro- 
ceffion. Arnongft the pretended Captives, 
which were ridiculoufly led in Triumph, there 
was a Body of ftppofed Ferftans. As this Body 
was marching, fome Drolls, that had a mid 
ta be pleafant, carre in amongft them and 
fought, and look'd all abour, and viewed ever}' 
ones Face, and wondred, and were very in- 
qmfitive; till at laft they were asked, what they 
would have? and what was it they want«d? 
Say they, we would fee the Emperor's Father, 
This coming to the ears of Galliemu , no re- 
gard either to his Father, or to Pity, or his 
own fhame could prevail with him, but he or- 
dered the Men to be burnt. The People re- 
lented their death?, beyond expectation, very 
ill j and the Soldiers worfe: who were k 
iroubled, that they revtfng'd it upon Gallatin 
Lirofelf, net ion? afcer. la 
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In the Year that Gallienus and Saturninas Succefs of 
[were the Confuls, Odenatm King of the Pal- ° e ™» 
I mjnni in Syria, whofe Valiant Aftions fpoke ^ Perfi- 
him worthy to be the Emperor of all the Eaft, ans. 
as indeed he was, and fo he declared himfelf, 
becaufe Gallienus minded either nothing, or 
only his Luxuries and his Follies, took up the 
War againft Perjia, to revenge the Captivity 
of Valerian, which was fo little regarded by 
Gdlknus his Son. He prefently poflefled him- 
felf of the Cities of Niftbis and Charra, by 
the Surrender of the Inhabitants, who blamed 
Gallienus for his Neglect. Yet was not Odont- 
itis wanting in his Refpect to Gallienus neither. 
He fent the Great Men of the ferjians, whom 
he took Prifoners,to Rome to him, to give him 
the opportunity of infulting over their Mifery 
in their turn : which he did in a Triumph, 
though the Vi&ory was not his own, but Ode- 
Mfw's; arid ftill he mentioned nothing of his 
Father.; nor upon the report which came of 
his Death, but, which proved afterwards falfe, 
did he Deifie him, till he was conftrained to' 
it. Odenatus advanced to the City of Ctefipbon, 
and befieged it, with a multitude of the Verfiani 
therein. He laid all the Country about wafte, 
and killed innumerable of the Enemy. All 
the Great Men of the Per/ians out of all the 
Provinces flew to this Siege, for the common 
defence. They Fought. Fortune was a long 
time various, and the Victory hard in getting. 
But however it fell at laft on the fide of Ode- 
natus ; who as he had no other end in the War, 
but to deliver Valerian, fo he daily pufhed for 
I 4 itj 
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it, but the Circumftances of Places in a ftrange 
Country , incumbred the good Prince with 
great difficulties. 

Whilft thefe things pafled in Pcr/ia, the Scy- 
thians broke in into Caffadocia, which they Ra- 
vaged : and having made themfelves Matters 
of forne Towns, after the War was a long time 
doubtful, they withdrew from thence into £/■ 
tb)ma. Therefore the Soldiers were at this 
time for choofing another Perfbn Emperor: 
whom when Galltenus could not pacifie in his 
favour, he killed them all, which was his way, 
as he did at Byz^nttum. 

As ill as his Affairs on all fides ftood, Gallie- 
nus profecuted his Vanities. He deflred to be 
made a Citizen and Prefident of Athens, and 
to be admitted to all the Religious Rites of 
that place, and to be made one of the number 
of the Areepagites. This was a Contempt up- 
on the People or Rome, and the Honours which 
he enjoy 'd from thence; as if he valued it more 
to be an Areopagite and the Arcbon of Atbem, 
than to be the Roman Emperor. It is true, that 
both Hadrian and Marcus Antoninus had the cu- 
riofity to be initiated in the Eltufmian Rires, 
But the Emperor Hadrian was, when he did it, j 
in the height of his profperity j and the Em- 
peror Antovnus did not affect it, till after a 
firm Peace ; and both of them were fo well 
fben in the Greek Learning, that feldom were 
., the learnedeft Dodiors there, fuperiour to them, 
,u in the judgment of the Great Men. It can- 
not be denied indeed, but Galhentts was emi- 
nent jn Oratory , Poetry, and all the Arts, 
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He made an Epithalamium upon the Marriage 
of his Brother's Sons, extempare , which was 
better than a hundred others, made at the fame 
time by all the Greek and Latin Poets, though 
they ftudied feveral days upon it, and every 
one did his beft to excel. The Epithalamium 
of GaUitms was thefe three Lines. Talcing 
them by the Hands, 

he, ire, Opueri ; par iter fudate Medulla 
Omnibus inter <vos : Non murmurs vej}ra Columba, 
Brachia non Hedera, non vincant ofcula Concha. 

That is, 

Go, go, young Pair ; and be your Mutual Loves 
Exprefi d in every Part and Pore: As Doves 
In foftefi Murmurs fpeak your mighty Blifs, 
Like Ivy Twine, and clofe as Cockles Kifs. 

I have not the time to adjoyn the reft of his 
Verfes, nor to fpeak of his Profe, which made 
him fhine both amongft the Poets, and the 
Orators of his Age. But this is not the Mat- 
ter. It is one thing to be an Orator or a 
Poet ; and fomething elfe is expected in an 
Emperor. 

One thing GaUienu* did, by the ad vice of his 
Brother Valerian and his Kinfman Lucillus .which 
was extraordinary well done , and was much 
commended. When he heard of the Vi&ories 
of Odenam over the Per/tans, and how he had 
reduced Nifibin and Charran, and all the Coun- 
try of Mesopotamia, and was come before Ctefi- 
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fhon > the King of Per/ia put to flight, his Great 
Men taken Prifoners, and many of the Ene- 
my killed; GaUienus voluntarily divided the 
Empire to Odenatus, and preferred him with 
the R.oyal Style as his Brother, and ordered 
Money to be coined in his Name with a Stamp, 
of the Ferfiam taken Prifoners. This the Se- 
nate, the City, and People of all Ages, took 
well. Nor was GaUienus one that wanted Wit. 
Infixes To give you an Inftance or two of it. A 
of in if u. great Bull appearing upon ths Sands of the 
Amphitheatre to be hunted, and the Man that 
undertook it, miffing his blow at him Ten 
times, GaUienus fcnt the Man a Crown, or 
Garland, which is a Reward for a Victory : 
Every body wondred what was the matter; 
and thinking it ftrange, that (uch a baffled 
Sportfman mould be Crowned, he ordered it 
to be proclaimed by the Cryer, It is a difficult 
thing not to Hit a Bull m ten times. A Mer- 
chant had fold toGaUicnws Lady, falfe Glaffes 
for true Jewels. She, when the Cheat -was 
difcover'd, called to have the Man punifiied. 
GaUienus ordered him to be thrown to a Lion, 
to be devoured. But inftead of a Lion, a Ca- 
pon was let out upon him. The People won- 
dring at fb ridiculous an appearance, fays Gal- 
Ucnus % He sommitted a Cheat, and he hath fuf- 
fend a Cheat, and fo he difmifled the Man 
again. 

Whilft Odenatus was taken up with the Per- 
fia* War, and GaUienus with his Follies, the 
Scythians with a Fleet came and Plunder d the 
City of Heraclia in Thrace } and returned home 
with 
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with the Booty : but by the way they were 
beaten in a Naval Fight, and loft many of 
their Men alfo by a Wreck. 

Then OJenatus was killed by the Treachery 
of a Kinfmanofhis own, and his Son Herod 
was killed with him. His other Sons, Herennia- 
m and Tintolam, being very young, their Mo- 
ther Zentbia took upon her the Empire of their 
Father,and long governed it : Not effeminately, 
nor with the expe&ed weakneft of her Sex : 
She not only underftood to reign better than 
Gallienus, but Ihe was fuch a Virago, that many 
brave and prudent Emperors have come lhort 
of her. 

After the death of Odenatus, Gallienus under- 
took the War with Verfia himlelf, to revenge 
the Calamity of his Father: This good Aftion 
came too late. His General was Heraclianus : 
who marching with an Army againft the Mr- 
fans, the Falmyrem and others of the Eaftef- 
lings who were for the Empire of Zenobia met 
him, and defeated him fo, that lie loft all his 
Army again. 

The Scythians in the mean time, by the way 
of the Euxine and the Danube, made Defcents 
upon the Roman Territories, and did very 
much mifchief Gallienus lent againft them 
Chodamus and Athtnatts , two Byzantines , to 
repair the Towns, and fortifie fuch Places as 
wanted it. The Barbarians were met with a- 
bout Pontus, and defeated : Venerianm defeated 
them alfo in a Sea- Fight, in which he was 
killed himfeif Then they Ravaged the City 
of Cyziqua, and other Places in Afia, and af- 
terwards 
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terwards all Acbaia: in which laft the Athene 
ant, under the Command of DexippHs the HK 
ftorian, beat them, and repulfed them. Then 
they roved about the Countries of Ep'trus, Ma- 
cedonia and Baotia. As they were in IUyricum l 
Gailiems with much ado, rowz'd by the Publick 
Evils, came againft them, and luckily flew 3 
great number of them ; which put the reft to 
flight, who lnfconfing themfelves behind their 
Caro ; efcaped by the Mountain GeJJaces. Mar- 
ttanus purfued them, and had feveral Battels 
with them afterwards with various fuccefs. 
Such of them as reached home, excited all their 
whole Country to a Rebellion againft the Ro- 
wans. 

The ill Government ofGallienus continuing 
in a manner infupportable, Martutms and He- 
raeltanus entred into a Confiiltation about the 
dUpofing the Empire to another. Claudius 
ab«je others, was pitched upon, though he 
was not then prefent. He was an extraordi- 
nary Man, and fo much in every bodies efteem, 
that he feemed really to deferve the Empire; 
and from him it is, that the mod Vigilant 
Cxfar Conftantius , derives his Defcent. But, 
inafmuch as they could not accompliih this 
defign without the cutting off a Pert, who 
with dancing after the Play and the Cirque, 
and following his Pleafures, let the State in the 
mean time goto ruin, they contrived to draw 
him out into the Field, pretending that Aureo- 
las, betwixc whom and Gallienus a difference 
had happened fince their Peace, was coming 
againft him to fight him ; and as he was in the 
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Field, they killed him. He was killed, fome Gallienus 
fay, by the hand of Cecropius, a Colonel of the J 1 "™- 
Dalmatians, who by his Addrefs and Prudence 
had much affifted towards the pretentions of 
Claudius, about Milan ; and his Brother Vale- 
rian was alfo killed with him at the fame place ; 
whom though fome deny to have been honou- 
red with the Imperial Style, and lbme make 
him a Cajfar, and fome neither the one nor 
the other ; yet this is certain, that after the 
Captivity of his Father, we find in thepublick 
Regifters a Note, of the Emperor Valerian'* 
being a Conful : which can only mean the Son 
Valerian. The Soldiers fell into a great Muti- 
ny upon the death of Gallienus, and cried him 
up for an Ufeful, Brave and Powerful Prince, 
taken off only to (erve private Interefis. But, 
as it is the known way to appeafe Soldiers, to 
give them Money, and great Promifes, Aar- 
t tonus, with the advice of others of the prin- 
cipal Officers, having done this, and given 
them upon the fpot, becaufe they had Money 
enough at hand, twenty pieces of Gold a Man, 
they fubmitted, and were fatisfied to have Gal- 
lienus entred as a Tyrant, upon the Publick 
Records : And then Claudius , a good and 
truly Venerable Perfon, a lover of his Country 
and the Laws, and dear to all of worth, accep- 
table to the Senate, and well known to the 
People, took the Empire upon him. 

In this manner 'lived and died Gallienus, 
who was born to ferve his Belly and his Lulls : charaBtr 
He fpent Days and Nights in Drinking and of G.ilhe- 
Whoring, without caring what became of ail ms - 
the 
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the State. About thirty Perfons in his time 
fet up for Emperors, to the dilhonour of the 
Rom*» Name; nay, even Women- Revolters 
He hcnid Governed better than ha In the Spring, to 
Luxury, tell you fbme of his miferable Devices, he made 
himfelf Beds of Rofes, and Pomilions of Apple- 
Trees, and all forts of Fruits ; Grapes he pre- 
ferred three Years. He had Melons in the 
depth of Winter ; Sweet Wine all the Year 
long : Green Figs and Apples frefh from the 
Trees in Months which were out of their pro- 
per Sea/on. His Table- Linen was alwaysem- 
broidered- with Gold : His Services of Gold, 
fee with Jewels. The Powder for his Hair 
was of.Goid-dufh He often went abroad in 
a Crown radiated like that of God. At Rome, 
where the Emperors appear always inGowfiSj 
he wore a Purple Cloak', with Buttons oi 
JAwls fet in Gold , and a Purple Turcicfc 
embroidered with Gold. His Belt was befec 
with Jewels. His Shoe* were covered" with 
Jewels. He Eat in Poblick. The People he 
foftned and attracted to him by Largeffes. He 
invited the Ladies to the Feaft of his Confiil- 
fhip ; who kiffed his Hand, and he prefented 
them with four Pieces of Gold of his Goin. As 
a great Philofopher Xenopbon once faid, when 
he had loft his Son, I knew that when 1 begat 
bim, I begat a Mortal ; fo faid Gallienns, when 
he heard that his Father was taken Prifbner ; 
I knew my Father was a Mortal : For which 
Saying Amiut Cannula vainly commends his 
Conftancy. Going out and coming in* he 
was often attended with Miifiekj Voices and 
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Inftruments, He Warned in the Summer fix 
or feventimesa day; in the Winter twice or 
thrice. He drank always in VefTels of Gold ; 
fcorning Glafs, becaufe, he faid, nothing was 
commoner than it. He changed his Wine 
every time he drank, never at one Meal drank 
twice of the fame. His Miftreiles often far, 
at the Table with him. A lecond Table was 
always by, of jefters and all forts of Mimicks. 
When he removed to the Gardens which bear 
his Name, all the Houfhold followed him ; 
who were admitted to Eat and Bath , and 
Swim with him : Women alfo, young and 
old, handfome or unhandfome, were often' 
admitted, with whom he jelled and diverted 
himlelfi whilft the Empire every where went 
to ruine at the fame time. 

He was extremely Cruel however upon the 
Soldiers; for fometimes he killed three or four 
rhoufand of them together in a day. He or- 
dered a vaft great Colofs to be made of him, 
in the, form of that of the Sun,; which 
was begun, but when he died., it was left un- 
finiftied. He dehgned to have placed it upon 
the Efauilint, holding a Spear, in the hollow 
of whofe Shaft a Child might go lip by fteps 
to the top. He had ordered a Chariot and 
Horles, in imitation of thofe of the Sun, to 
be made proportionable to this Statue, and to 
befet upona vaft Bafis. But the Emperors 
Claudius and Aurslian^ who came after, thought 
all this foolilh. He did alfo delign to continue 
the Work of the Portico Plaminia, as far as 
to Vonte Molle ; and to make it with four, or 
five Orders of Pillars, But it would be tedious 
to 
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to fay more of him. Let whoever defires to 
know any thing more, go to Palfuriut Surm i 
who hath written a Journal of his Life. I dial! 
proceed to Saloninus Gallknus, his Son. And 
then I will fay (omething in mort,of the Thirty 
pretended Emperors, or Tyranfe, in particular, 
who let up themfelves againft this Prince. 

I muft own, I have here ftudioufly preter ; 
micted feveral things, out of a refpeft to bis 
Pofterity: You know, Sir, very well, what 
a War a Man many times raifes againft him- 
felf, who writes of the Anceftorsof another: 
1 do not doubt, but you 'remember what Tullj 
(ays in his Hortenfms. 

Galltenus, with the time that he en|oy d the 
Empire in conjunction with his Father, reign- 
ed, it is certain, in all Fifteen Years: that is, 
Six Years in conjunction with Valtridn, who 
then was taken Pnfoner, and Ten afterwards, 
in which he reigned by himfelf I mention 
this, becaufe fome have (aid, that GalUenm died 
in the Ninth or Tenth Year of his Reign. By 
which, if they mean the Years that he reigned 
alone, after the Captivity of his Father, it is 
true, that he died in his Ninth Year. But other- 
wife, thole Decennial Games, which we have 
Ipoken of, were celebrated by him in his Tenth 
Year. And after them, he overcame the Goth 
or Scythians, made a Peace with Oicnatus and 
Jureolus, fought againft Tojlbumius and Lollit- 
r,us % and did many other things; fome to his 
Honour, but more to his eternal Shame ; he 
even Raked about the Taverns always in the 
Night, and pjlTed the greateft part of his time 
in the Debauched Company of Pimps, Played 
and Poicrons. T Hfc 
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GalUenus the Second. 



By TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 



THIS GalUenus was the Son of GalUenus 
the Firft, and the Grandfon of the 
Emperor Valerian the Firft. There 
is little" to be faid of htm more, than that he 
was Nobly born, Educated like a Prince, and 
at laft killed, not upon his own account, but 
upon the account of his Father. Some call 
him Saloninns GalUenus, becaufe he was born at 
the City of Salona in Dalmatia ; or becauie his 
Mother's Name was Cornelia Salonina Pipara, 
the Daughter of a Barbarian King; who whe- 
thc r/he was the Wife, or the Miftrefs of his Fa- 
ther, it is certain, that fhe was one that he ex- 
tremely loved. There is extant to this day in 
Rome a Statue, which did ftand before the Street 
of the Sacra Via, but is fince taken into the 
Temple of Fauftina, which hath this Infcrip- 
tion upon it. To GalUenus Junior Saloninus. 

Now let us proceed to the Thirty Tyrants, 
or Pretended Emperors, who fet themfelves 
ap in the time of GaUienus the Firft, I fhall 
K be 
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be fliort upon them. Some were Perfons of 
no fmall Merit, and did a great deal of good 
to the Publick. But others of them delerve 
not much to employ our Time and Pains. And 
we have already obferved feveral things con- 
cerning them, in the Life foregoing. 

The Grandfather GaUttntu was a confide- 
derable Man in the Srate in his time. 



THE 
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Thirty Tyrants, 
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Pretended Emperor.5, 

Who fee themfeives up againft 

Valerian the Fir ft > 

AND 

Gallienus the Fir ft. 



By TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 



I Come now, wich the Reader's Pardon fof 
the plain and familiar way in which I 
write, to thofe Thi ,ty Pretended Empe- 
rors, or Revolters, who fee up themfeives for 
the Empire, in feveral parts of the World , in 
K. % oppolmo;?' 
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oppofition to Valerian and Gattienm. I lhali 
put them all together, .and the two Empreflej 
with them ; for not the Men only , but the 
Women pretended to revolt againft GaSienm) 
and I ihill be the fhorter upon them, becauie 
I would not repeat the things that have been 
already mentioned concerning them, and be- 
c.iufc lome jof them .were Perfons fo ohlcure, 
that there is little or no Notice taken, nor any 
certain Account given of them, in either die 
Greek or Latin Hiftorians. 



i. cy-ruves. 

CTRIADES was one, who firft Plunder- 
ed and then ran away with a great de l 
of Gold and Silver from his Father , of the 
fame Name, into Per/ia .- To whom his Luxuiy 
and his ill Manners, had been before a great 
Affliction ; bscaule his Father was a good old 
Gentleman, of quite another Life. In PerJ!a 
he joined and entred himfeif into the Service 
of Saports the King ; whom he ftirred up to 
make a War upon the Romans. This War vus 
firft of all Conduaed by Odomajtes, a Vtrfm 
General, and next by King Sapores in Perion. 
The Cities of Antiocb and Cxfarea Pbiltppi were 
taken. From the latter Cyriades aflumed to 
himfeif the Title of Cafar : which afterwards 
was improved into that of Emperor, and all 
the Eaft fhook at the Terror, or at leaf! the 
Aiula- 
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Audacioumefs of his Arms. Some fay, that 
he killed his own Father ; others deny it. 
However it is, when the Emperor Valerian 
came to the Perfian War againft Safores^ this 
Cyriades was killed by his own Men. His De- 
fertion and Flight, his Parricide and great 
Luxury, are the only Memorable things of him 



I 2. TOSTHVMIVS. 

\ 

POSlHUMIUS was a very Great Man 
in War, and as Virtuous in Peace ; and 
in all his Life and A&ions of (b grave and 
ftricft a Behaviour, that when Galhentti efta- 
bli/h'd his Son Salonmm Gallienus, a Youth, in 
the Government of Gallia, he committed him 
to the care of Poflhutnius as his Guardian, and 
as one whom he defired to be the Inftitutor 
of his Princely Accomplilhments. Some fay, 
that Pefibumius afterwards broke his Tru ft, and 
killed Saloninus, as the way to his own rife to 
the Government ot Gallia in his place. But 
it feems to be more true and more agreeable 
to the Manners of Pojlhumim to believe, that 
the Gauls vehemently hating Galltenut the Fa- 
ther, and not enduring to have a Boy over 
them, which the Son was, let the Soldiers up- 
on him to kill him, and then made Pofthumlus 
Emperor. All the Army there and all the 
Gauls embraced with joy the Government of 
Vodhumim. He behaved himfeif fo well a- 
K 5 mongft 
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mongft them (even Years, that he attained 
the Title of Tot Reftorer of Gallia, whilft Gal- 
henus in the mean time followed his Luxury 
and his Rior, and was a flave to the Amours 
of a Barbarian Woman. At length Gallienus 
came againft him, and received a Wound with 
the mot of an Arrow. The whole Nation of all 
the Gauls could not but extremely love him, be- 
csufed he deliver'd them from the power of 
the German Invaders, and reftored the State 
of GalLa unto its Priftine fecunty. But yet 
ss Sz Gauls a^e naturally a People fond of 
Novelties; rv/fbut-sus i-pon the occalion of his 
Rigour, was killed through the means of Lolli- 
anus, who rebelled againfr him; and Lolliams 
was let up Emperor by the Gauls in his ftead, 
The Judgment of the Emperor Valerian con- 
cerning che Merits of Pofihumtus , when he 
made him the Prciident or Gallia, appears by 
this Letter. 

WE have made Pofthtimius the Commander 
on the Quarter beyond the Rhine, and 
the Prrfdent of Gallia. A Man, the fittefi fir 
the Ten per of that Nation. He -will keep tic 
Can-?, the Qcurts of Judicature, the Tribunals, 
e'jsry particular Ft'/ fen in Order, end in their pre- 
fer Rights • and he vt'il maintain bis cwr. Dignity, 
He ts tne, inborn I do mofi particularly admire ; 
end in my opinion defervmg a Great Vofl. I 
dcab: net iut ycu -will thank me for h.m. If 1 
am mtfiaken in bim, you may affure your [elves, 
'.here is no -wh,re in the World to be found a 
Yir;cn thai I can wholly approve. 1 have mode 
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his Son a Tribune over the Gallia Narbonenfis, 
who is a Toutby that will one day approve htm- 
felf worthy of the Example of bis Father. 



3. To/lbumius, Junior. 

THis Pofihumiuj, the Son of the precedent, 
was made by his Father firft a Cafar, and 
then Emperor with him ; in which Honour he 
died at the fame time with his Father, in the 
Rebellion of Lellianus. The only Memorable 
thing of him, is, that he was a Mafter of fo 
much Eloquence, that his Controverfial De- 
clamations are feid to be inferted into Quimi- 
lum\ who is the moft Acute Orator of all the 
Romans of that kind, as with the leaft reading 
in him, any one will fee immediately. 



4. LOLLU^CVS. 

BY the Rebellion of this Perfon it was, that 
the Valiant Foftbumius was killed, after 
he had retrieved and fecured the Interelts of 
the Roman Empire in Gallia, which were in 
danger to be lolt under the Luxury of Gallie- 
*us. Lolltanus was a Valiant Man himfclf; 
But yet the fenfe of his Rebellion made his 
Authoriry the lefs aniongft the Gauls. How* 
K 4 ever 
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ever he was not unprofitable to the Publick : 
For he nor only Reform'd leveral of the Cities 
of Gallta, but hkewife the CaAles, which Vojt- 
humiui in his feven Years Reign had built upon 
the Enemies Country, and which after his 
death thzGermans by a fudden Irruption plun- 
dered and burnt, he rebuilt; and then he was 
killed by his own Soldiers, Only becaufe thev 
thought him too Afliduous, and put too much 
Labour upon them. 

Thus firft of all ?efibumius, then Ulliamt, 
after him Viclormm, then Tetricus, (to fay no- 
thing of Marm) arofe to be the Aflertors of 
the Reman Name in Gallia*, I believe they 
were all given from Heaven for that purpofe, 
whilft Gallknui with his unheard of Luxury, 
negle<3ed the State at that rate, that had the 
Girvtans broken out upon us in the fame man- 
ner in contort with the Gotbs and Terfians, lo 
that all had confpired to our ruin, this Vene- 
rable Empire of the Romans had received its 
laft period then. 

As for all other things, the Lives of both 
Ycftk-.tmitis and Lolltanus are obfeure. Being 
not Perfons of any great matter of Quality, 
they are chiefly noted for their Perianal Bra- 
very. 



?. FICTO 
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i. ricronincvs. 

AFter the death of the Pefibumii and LeUia- 
nut in Gallia, Vitterinus remained thefole 
Emperor there ; who being a great Soldier, 
had been before chofen by Pofibumius to be his 
Colleague, when the Emperor Gallienus with 
a great Force cameagainft him from Italy : In 
which War, affifted with the fiiccours of the 
Germans , Toflbuiuius and V'tfterintts together, 
fought feveral Battels with the Forces of Gallie- 
mm; but at laft received a defeat. Viclorinus was 
one, that gave himfelf very much to corrupt 
the Soldiers and other Men's Wives, which 
proved his deftru&ion : A Clerk to a Troop, 
whofe Wife he had debauched, with a Party 
that he made, killed him at the City of Cologne ; 
and his Son, a Youth, who was juft before 
created a Cafar, was killed with him. Setting 
afide this one Vice, Vittorims was a very brave 
and an excellent Emperor, by many commen- 
ded. JuUus Aurianus hath written this Cha- 
racter of him. 

1 know no one that ought to be preferred be- 
fore Vi&orinus, who reigned in Gallia fometime 
after Junius Pofthumius. Neither did Trajan 
excel him in Bravery, nor M. Antoninus in 
Clemency, nor Nerva in Gravity, nor Vefpafian 
in bit Care of the Vublick Money^ nor Pertinax 
or Sererus in Military Difcipline. But then bis 
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Luji and bu extream faffion for the Pleafures of 
Women, undid all ft again, that People have not 
dared to record bis Virtues, becaufe of that ficc, 
for -which be juflly deferred tbt end that be bad. 

He was the Son of Vitlorina, or Vicloria x who 
was called, The Mother of the Camp ; and who 
was the Perfon, that excited one after another 
Pojfbumius, Lollianus, her Son and Grandfon 
Vicfortnus, and after them Marius and Tetricus, 
to affume the Empire of Gallia. 



6. yitforinus, Junior. 

VICTORINUS the Son, was declared 
Ofar by his Father, and by his Grand- 
mother VtBoria, but about an hour before his 
Father was killed, and himfelf was killed with 
him. There is a fmall Sepulchre of them a- 
bout Cokgne in Marble, extant; which hath 
this Infcnption , Here lye the Two Vi&onni, 
Pretended Emperors of Gallia. 



7 . MJRIVS- 

MA R IUS , whom VtBoria put up after 
the (Heath of Ficlorinus , reign'd but three 
day?, and was originally a Smith. WhitTull} 
fays of a Conful, who enjoyed that Office no 
I onger than fix nours one afternoon; Wtbavi 

' kail 
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id a Conful, fays he, fo fevere and fo ftricl, 
hit no Man during bis Magiftracy either dined 
rjupped or fleft ; one might alfo fay the like 
s to this Emperor. He was created one day, 
ppeared to Reign the next, and was killed 
ipon the Third. Not but that he was a (rout 
ian, and one that had patted through the fe- 
eral degrees of Command in the Army, be- 
ore he came to this, He was the ftrongeft 
nthe Hand and Fingers, of anyone that hath 
leen almoft ever known. His Veins were 
nore like ftrong Cords or Ropes about his 
ringers. With one Finger he would huit as 
rnich, as if you had a blow given with a Cud- 
;el or a Hammer. Some fay, he would only 
et his fore finger againft a Cart, and ftop it 
:oming. Betwixt two Fingers he bruifed to 
pieces hard Stones. A Soldier killed him up- 
on fome difguft, who had formerly been a 
Work-man with him in his Forge; as he ftruck, 
the Man {aid to him, This Sword is of your 
\<m making. I will give you his Speech which 
lie made to the Army, after he was declared 
Emperor. 

I Know, my Fellow Soldiers, that my former 
Trade of a Smith, of which all you yourf elves 
ire WttneJJ'es, may be objeiled againft me. But 
let any Man [ay what he will, I defire always 
to have to do with good Iron, rather then to fpend 
w; days as Galhenus does m Wine, Flowers, 
Mtflreffes, and the Taverns, fo unworthily of his 
father and his Quality. Let them tell me of 
W old Trade, fa long as I can reduce Foreign 
^•itwns 
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Nations with the effects tf it, and nnkt all tl 
Almains, the Germans, and their Neighbour, 
know, that the Romans are a People indeed s 
Iron, and their Swords to be the mojt drtadti 
cf all things. In the mean time, I would defm 
you, Gentlemen, to obferve, that you have mait a 
Man your Prince, who never knew bow to bandit 
any thing but a Sword. Which 1 therefore take 
notice cf to you, becauft I know that Galiienus, 
that Pefi, hath nothing to oppoje to me, but 
this. 



8.. u^qE^cyvs. 

IN the Year of the Confulfhip of Fuftus and 
Baffin, whilft Galltenus lived the Life we 
have already fo often mentioned, with his 
Whores, Players and Pimps, and depraved the 
good Parts which he hid by nature in him, 
in a continued Luxury, hgenuus, who was 
then the Governour of Panooma, was by the 
concurrence of that Province, and the Le- 
gions which were in Mx$a, created Emperor. 
And it was very well for the publick Good, 
becaufe it was a time, that the Sarmatians were 
fo prefSng, that there was a neceffity of a 
vigorous Prince to oppofe them, and remedy 
the publick Milery. However, Galiienus, as 
he was quick, fierce, furious, vehement and 
cruel, when neceffity required, as well as pro- 
fligate and lewd, came againft Ingenuus, and 
in 
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in a Battel overcame him, and killed him. 
After which, he raged feverely againft all, as 
well Soldiers as C itizens of Mafia. He left no 
one without a ih|re of his Cruelty, and in 
feveral Towns he killed the whole Male Sex, 
fo that they had not a Man Child left alive 
amongfl: them. See the following Order6 to 
Celer Venoms. 

The EMPEROR Gallienus 
to Ferianus. 

IT is not enough to fatvfie me, if you kill only 
Inch «f were in Arms, who expo fed their Lives 
if xhemfelvts to the Fortune of the Battel, and 
might have heen kiBed there : All the Male Sex 
is to he killed, old and young. Whoever hath 
but wijhed ill to we, is to he killed. Whoever 
bstb fpoken ill againft me, againft me the Son of 
Valerian, and the Father and-Brother to Princes, 
let him be killed. Ingenuus, an Emperor ! Cut, 
Kill, Slay ! Tou fee my Mind. I write this with 
f>] own Hand ; do you it as I would my J "elf 

Ingennus was a very brave and ferviceable 
Man, and alio belovecTby the Soldiers, which 
wonderfully raifes the Courage of fuch as have 
an Ambition to Command. Some have faid, 
that he efcaped out of the Fight, and after- 
wards killed himfelf, rather than to fall into 
the cruel Hands of Gallienus. 



9. REG IL- 
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BY the publick Deftiny, it was io, in the 
time of GaUitnus, that every one who 
could, ftartcd up an Emperor. Thus Rt(l 
Uartus in Illyricum, where he commanded, was 
advanced by the Afliftance of thofe Mefm, 
Legions, who had ferved before on the fide 
of Jngenum, and upon whofe Families, after 
the Defeat, Gallttnus had exercifed an incre- 
dible Cruelty. 

The Story of the manner of the elevation 
of RegiUunus i is pleaiant, and a fort of a Jeft. 
Some of the Military Men tapping with him, 
/ays a Lieutenant-Tribune, From whence tbink 
we, comes tie Name of Regillianus ? From regm, 
anfwers one prefently, to reign. Then begins a- 
nother to derive his Name Grammatically 
fom Rex 3 thus; Rtx, Regit, Regi, Regains, 
RegiSus, Rtgidianta. Then, lays one, Cannot It 
-very -well be a King ? Says another, Cannot ht 
be our King ? Sa\ s a Third, He is a King bom, 
God bath given him the Name of one. And the 
next day the Chief of the Army in reality k 
him up to be Emperor. 

It cannot be denied but he always appro- 
ved himfelf a good Soldier. Galltenus had be- 
fore fufpeded him for his Merits. He was a 
Daeian by Nation, and related, it is /aid, to 
Decebalut, the once Famous King of Dacta. 

Regtlltanui 



Vol. H. or, PretenJtd Emperors* 

Re£fllia»ut did feveral gallant A&ions a- 
gainu the Sarmatati but however, for fear of 

the further Fury of Gallienus, he was betrayed 
to the Roxolani, and killed. 

Cltuditts, who fucceeded to the Empire after 
Gallienus, and whole Judgment undoubtedly 
was of great weight in his time, writ the fol- 
lowing Letter to Regillianus, whiift they were 
wth as vet private Perfons, to give him 
Thanks for his Care of Illyricum, during the 
Negligence of Gallienus, where Regilitanus 
then commanded as General. I met with it 
in the Archives, and therefore it is of Au- 
iority to be inferted here. 

Claudius to fRenllian, wiftieth all 
Health. 

If Congratulate the Happinefs of the Publtck, in 
II having fucb a Captain at you, to fight their 
Wlttls at this time. Gallienus is happy in you, 
wmgh he is one, to whom no body tells the Truth, 
father of the Good nor Bad. Bonitus and Celfus, 
¥m if his Guards., have informed me of your 
Wisn at Scupi, in the Upper Moefia, and bow 
Wtn in one day you have feught, and with 
what difpatch. Tou would be thought to defervf 
f Triumph, did we live as in the antient Times. 
P 1 font, 1 would only wi(b you to be cautious, 
m you Conquer at this rate, remtmbring a cer- 

'«« Perfon, and the jealoufie it may give him. 

w; [end me feme of the Bows of the Sarma- 
tians, 
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tians, and a Ctmfle of the Soldiers Coats, fuc 
as jmt have m lllyricum, with Button* ; I h*i 
pent feu a Couple «f ours* - 

It is to be observed, that Rtgillianus wa 
one who had not received his promotion fron 
Gilhtnui, but from the Emperor Valerian ; am 
that Claudius, MacriantH, IngenuHs, Pofihumim 
and Aureolas, were all likewife made Com 
manders by Valerian ; whole Judgment in tlx 
Choice of them was therefore admirable, and 
would have been, had he continued upon tk 
Throne, a great happinefs to us ; becaufe si 
thefe, and all the General Commanders what- 
ever, th.it were of his promotion, were Per- 
fons f© well chofenj that they merited after- 
wards the Favour and Votes of their -SoWkij 
to be Emperors. And I wilh, that either the; 
could have held it out, and maintained their 
Empires longer, or that Callienus had not reign' 
ed fo long ; it had been much better for the 
Liberty of our State. But Fortune was plealei 
to indulge herfelf extraordinarily, to take * 
way, not only Valerian from us, but (even! 
others who would have made us good Prince) 
in his ftead, and at the fame time to continc! 
to us a QaUtenus longer, than it was certainly 
ht that fuch a one mould reign. 



10. AV> 
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10. AVKEOLVS. 

AUreelm was another Commander of the 
Forces of the Province of Illyric»m s who 
in contempt to Gallienus, as all the reft, with 
die inftigation of the Soldiers, fet himfelf up 
an Emperor. Xgainft him came Macrianus 
and his Son with a confiderable Army out of 
the Eafi, in their way, as they were dire&ing 
their March to depofe Gillienus. Aureolas cor- 
rupted Come of this Army to his fide, and fought 
and flew Macrianus and his Son, fo that the 
reft yielding afterwards, and joyning them- 
lelves with Aureolut t this additional Force 
made Aureolas a Potent Emperor. In vain did 
hllicnm attempt to reduce him. Gallienus 
nade a Peace with him, and accepted of his 
Mfiftance to oppofe Fojtbumius in Gallia. After 
he Death of GalUenut, the Emperor Claudius 
fought Aureolut, and flew him at the Bridge, 
Khich is called the Bridge of Aureola at this day, 
Ind there he built him a fmall Sepulchre, with 
felnlcription mGre^ upon it, figniiying, thai 
wt Emperor Claudius having overcome the power- 
U Tyrant Aureoius, had given him a Sepulchre, 
W he would in bis Clemency, have fparcd ha 
lift, but that the Soldiers refufed.it, and witb- 
« his order killed him. The Bridge he d* 
beed to him. 



L ii. MACRI- 
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n. MJcnu&CVS. 

THE once Famous Senator and Patriot,an< 
afterwards the Valiant, but of ail at laft 
the moft unfortunate Emperor Valerian, beinj 
taken Prifoner by the ?erfians, amongft whorr 
he lived and died in Captivity, and left behijic 
him Iflue unworthy of iuch a Father ; Balifi 
who was Captain of the Guards to him, and 
Macrtmut a principal Officer of the Army un- 
derftanding what a Perion Galltenui was, who 
wasaKb at a great diftancefrom them, and that 
Aurtolut had already ufurped upon him in Illy 
ncum, met and confulted with the Forces 
which were with them in the Eafi at their de- 
fire ; what was to be done as to the Election 
of another Emperor in the place of Valerian, 
Mxc-nmsAfljanax was prefent in Perfon at this 
Council, who lays that Bahfta [poke thus. 

Mj Age, as "well as my Inclination, and m) 
Bujmefs /en me far from afpiring to an Empirt. 
1 cannot deny but that I fiiould be glad to fit t 
gocd Prince in the place of Valerian. But vik 
is there for it, unlefi ft be fucb a one as you, 
Macrianus, who are brave, refolute, bone/l, tri- 
ed and approved in the publick Service, ed 
•what tfpectally concern! an Emperor to be, Rid. 
Take jou therefore the Place which is due to 
j cur Defertt, Ton may command my Sjrvicei a 
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long as you fleafe, only «»£«r fo dif charge 
well the Duty which « -'*;.,_/ f / upon you, and 
thin all the Roman . 'J mil rejoyct tf fee 
jou made their Severe^. 

Macrianut anfwered, 

7 confefi, Balifta, it is of conference to have 
fttcb a Prince at you have defcrtbed ; and j 
puld be ■willing to ferve the State, in order to 
itfofe that ?e(t G allien us, from the Govern- 
mmt of it. ' Bui thx u not a Work for my Agu 
I am Oldp I cannot Ride, as I Jhall he obliged 
to do for an 'Example to the Soldiers. 1 am .one 
tbtt mufi be frequently bathing, and mufl eat 
will; my flea fur es and my Riches have taken 
nt of of the ufages of a Soldiery Life lon£ 
Sice. You mufl fet up rather, Two or Three 
hut young Men, who may dijlribute tbemfelvts 
mo feveral parts of the Empire, to refiore it 
^tin to its former Splendor, which by the Mif- 
'mune of Valerian, and the ill Life of Gal-. 
letiUS is at prefent ruined. y } 

Balifia, underftanding that he feemed to 
nt fomerhing about his Sons, who were 

nve young Men, Macrianut Junior, and 

Itfrtw, he replied thus j 

We commit the Empire and the Government 
it to your Prudence. Tou have Two brave , 
nig Men of .your own, Macrianus and Quie- 
s, who fometime fence were made Tribunes by 
' Emperor Valerian, Take thrift to be your 
L % Colleaguet 
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Colleagues in the Empire: Ihey cannot it faft 
becaufe they art good, under Gallienns. 

Macrianus finding that his Meaning hai 
been rightly taken, anfwcred ; 

I fubmit, and as to the Soldiers, I will gm 
tbsm a double Pay with my own Monty. Bi 
you Balifta, a careful Officer to me, and frovtit 
me Provifums in the places, where it is nettf 
fary ; and I will make Gaflienus, a Man L 
jond any thing; of a Woman loofe and effeminatil 
to underhand the Power ef hit Fathers Cm\ 
manders. I 

. So Macrianus and his Two Sons were witfil 
the Confent of all the Troops made Erape-I 
rors. The Father, and his Son Macriami 
marched prefently againft Gallierms, leaving 
the Affairs of the Raft in good order, undel 
the other Son guictus. They brought wit! 
them an Army of Five and Forty Thoufani 
Men, with whom they engaged with Aurml* 
in Ilhricum, or upon the borders of Tbmt 
but they were beaten, and both of them kil 
led, and Thirty Thoufand of their Men after 
wards yielded thcm/elves to the Power of At 
reolus. Vomitian was rhe General of Aunok 
in this Battel, a very brave and a&ive Soldier 
who derived his Family from the Emperor Dt 
mitian and DowitiUa. Not to omit the Judg 
ment of Valerian, concerning this Macrtanii 
and his Sons, in a Letter which he lent to th 
Senate from the Borders of Perfia. 

J ban 
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I Have entrufted in my ah 'fence ; whilfi I am Up- 
on the Perfian War, all the affairs of the 
State relating to the Military part to Macrianus. 
He is faithful to you, Fathers of the Senate, af- 
ftfiionate to me, and the Soidiery both love him 
and fear him. Upon all octaftons he will aS 
in concert with the Armies. Nor are you, Fa- 
thers of the Senate, ftrangers to the bravery -of 
Macrianus from his beginning to this day. Tm 
have known him a Boy in Italy, a Touth in Gal- 
lia, * Man in Thrace, in his full Prime in A- 
frica, an old Man in lllyricum and Dalmatia; 
in all which placet bis Bravery hath been ap- 
proved in Jeveral Battels-, in which he hath ac- 
quitted bimfelf exemplarily well. To this it is 
u be added, that he hath Sens worthy to be nf 
jsur Body, and worthy of your Favour. . And 
fo he go«s on. ' 



i z. Macrianus the Son. 

THIS Youth had not been made an Em- 
peror, but only with Refpeft to the Pru- 
dence of his Father, in whole Hands he was. 
He was wonderfully Brave for his Age, and 
Had gained himfelf by it great Commendations. 
But what fignifies the Fortitude of any one 
Man in a Battel ? He was overcome and kil- 
led by Domitian, together with his Father. 
His Mother was a Lady of Qiialky. His Fa- 
L i ther 
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ther had raifed himfelf to the Empire from thi 
degree of a private Soldier. 



1 3 . QVIETVS.- 

QUietus was a Youth worthy of his Father 
and his Brother, in conjunction with 
wnum, as we have faid, he was made Empe- 
1 or, he alfo deferred. But when Ode- 

par, r : 'ling of the Palmjreni, who had pre- 
term- 1.'' the Empire of the £*j? from the Cap- 
tivity of VAeritm i heard of the entire defeat of 
both his Eifhsr and his Brother by Attrtoks, 
he came with a Force againft this Youth, vin- 
dicating as it were tbeCaufe of Gallienus, and 
flew him firft, and Balifia foon after him. 
Yet had Unietus and his Brother lived, they 
migh: have done the State veiy great Service. 
Their Family flounlbes at this day, and one 
thing is. very remarkable of it ; that it js a Fa- 
mily which hath, and hath always had fuch 
an Honour for Alexander the Great of Mace- 
donia, that ths Men continually wear his Pi- 
cture in their Ring?, and have it cut upon 
their Plate ; ths Women wear it finely wrought 
in their Heads, Bracelets, Rings, Gowns, Bor- 
ders, Mantles, and all manner of Drefles. The 
other day, a Gentleman of that Family, Cur- 
nehus Maar, giving an Entertainment in the 
Temple of Hercule$ t he had a Gold and Silver 
Bowl there, on which in the midft was engra- 
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ved a Head of AUx*»der, and round it was all 
the Hiftory of him, contained in fliort and 
pretty Figures, which every one that had an 
Honour for that great Man was very Curious 
to fee. I mention this, becaufe auo there is 
an Opinion, that fuch as carry about them 
fuch an Image either in Gold or Silver, are di- 
vinely affifted in all that they do. 



14. OVE^ATVS. 

ODenatui Prince of the Valmyreni in Sjria 
was the Perfon that really fecured the Af- 
fairs of the£<iy?, by his taking up Arms againft 
the Per/tarn, in the behalf of the captive Em- 
peror Valerian. His Wife Zenobia, and his Sons 
Hnodt Hertnnian, and Timelaus accompanied 
him, in that Expedition. He firft reduced 
under his Power the City of Nifibit, and all 
Mefopotamia. Then he fought Saforei King 
of Perfia, and beat him, and put him to flight. 
He purfued Sapores and his Children, as far 
as to the City oiCteftpbon. He took the Con- 
cubines of Saforei Pnloners, and a great deal 
of Booty. He intended next to dired his 
Army againft the pretenfions of Macrianur, 
who had fet himfelf up againft Gallimut, But 
Macrianut, with the Son or his own Name, was 
killed in the Battel with Aurtolus in Ilfyricum. 
Th&nOJenam fell upon the other Son Qtietn, 
t 4 who 
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who was left in the Eafi, and him he killed. 
And after he had coTipofed in a great mea- 
fure the State of Affairs in the Eafi, hirafelf 
and hi> Son £fcro</ were hkewife killed by A/<£o- 
r.ius. I believe that God was angry with the 
Roman Empire, in that he did not continue 
Odtnatus longer to us. For certainly Odmatut 
"* and h;s Lady Zcnobtatog<zi\\ 'A\ had re eftablifli- 
ed, not only the Eafi, but all the parts of the 
Empire He was a great Warriour, and he is 
for ever Famous betides for an indefatigable 
Huni'man • Fo; fom hi? Youth he accuftom- 
ed himfelf to the Hunting the Lion, the Leo- 
pard, the Bear, and tho reft of the wild Beafts 
of the Field. He was always in the Woods 
and upon the Mountains, enduring the Heat 
and the Rain, and all the Injuries that ordina- 
rily accompany that Sport ; and this hardened 
him again for all Weathers which he fuffered 
in his Wars with Ptrjia. His Lady Zenohtt, 
no lels accuftomed herfelf fo, that many (ay 
fhe was as valorous and as indefatigable as he: 
A Woman the noblelr of all her Sex; and, 
lavs Ccrneliu! Cafttohnxs 3 the Beauty too of nil 
the Eaft. 



15. HEROD. 
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iirHE f ROT>. 

HErod, the elder Son of Odenaput x pom to 
him, not by Zenoiia, but a former Wife, 
concurred with his Father in aiming the Em- 
pire of the E*ft. He was a Man of an ex- 
treme delicacy of Life, wholly devoted to the 
Oriental and the Gratian Luxury. His Tents 
were embroidered, his Pavijjons done with 
Gold, and he had all things after the Ferfim 
mode. OdenatHs loved him, and indulging 
him his Humour, he gave him all the Royal 
Concuhines, the Riches, and the Jewels that 
he took from the King ofPerfia. Zenebia was 
a right Step-mother to him, which only the 
more recommended him to his Father. 



\6. MuEO^lVS. 

THis Perfoa was a Coufin-German to the 
Excellent Odenatus, whom he killed; 
drawn to that Fad by nothing but a curled 
Envy at the Pleafures of Herod, though in the 
mean time he was very lewd himfelf ; lb that 
the Soldiers who had put him up to be Empe- 
ror after Odmatus by a miftake, killed him 
quickly 
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Ztwbia, fome fays, favoured the Envy of Mao- 
nuts, becaufe fhe could not endure to fee a 
Step-fon, made * Prince, before the Sons of 
her own Body. 



THE Account about Btlift* is very va- 
rious. Some fay, Odenatus gave him his 
Pardon ; yet becaufe he would neither truft 
to Gallitnus, nor Aurtdut, nor Odenatus, he fee 
up himfelf Emperor. Others fay, that he was 
killed at the Village of Daphne by Antiocb,vrheve 
he lived a private Life upon an Eftate which 
he bought there ; and again, that he was kil- 
led as he lay in his Tent, by a private Soldier 
of Odenatus ; and again, that he was killed by 
the Perfbns fent by Aureolus to take Quietus, 
after his defeat and flaughter of his Father 
and his Brother However it is, BaliJI* was 
a Famous Perfon, an expenene'd Statefman, 
of great Force in his Counfels, Eminent in 
his Expeditions, and a lingular Manager of 
the Quarters and Provifions for the Soldiers. 
The Emperor Valerian gave this Character of 
him to Ragmus Citrus. 



quickly 




he deferved, for his Luxury. 



17. HA LIST J. 



The 
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The Emperor Valerian to ^agonlm 
Clarus , the . Praefed: of lllyrkum 
and Gallia. 

IN the dtfpofition of the Quarters, and the Pro- 
vifions of the ScUiers, I ■would have you my 
Kinfman, if you are a good Husband, as I know 
you are, to follow the Example of Balifta. Do 
you fee, how he makes the thing eafie to the People 
of the Country ? If here there is Forage for the 
purpofe, there be fends his Horfe ; where Corn, 
there he places the Foot. He compels no Man, 
no Landlord to find Corn there, where he hath 
it not; nor to feed a Horfe, where he cannot. 
And it is cert ami) the be ft way m take things 
as thej grow upon the place without charging 
the fubltck with Carriages and Expences. Thus 
the Province of Galatia abounds in Corn ; Thrace 
and Illyricum, are full of Corn, let the Foot be 
quartered there. In Thrace, the Horfe alfo might 
Winter very well; without damage to the Inha- 
bitants, becaufe the Fields afford a great deal of 
Grafs : So where there is plenty of Bacon, or any 0- 
ther Commodities, the beft way is, to raife and to de- 
mand t be faid Commodities from thence. AS which 
are the Counfels of Balifta, who charges only one 
Commodity upon one Province, abounding with it, 
and in the mean time be frees that Province from 
the quartering of Soldiers, becaufe thofe are there, 
where the Corn and the Graft moft is. This ts 
now become a publick Order, 
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In another Letter, the fame Emperor re- 
turns his thanks to Balijra for all the good Me- 
thods of Government, which he owns himfclf 
to have learnt from him. Particularly he is 
glad, he fays, that by his Counfel he hath re- 
trenched all Perfbns, which do him no fer- 
vice ; that is, to entertain no Supernumerary 
Officers in the Court, nor Tribunes or Soldi- 
ers in the Army without Employs : all which 
he attributes to the Counfels of Balifia. 

And this is as much as \ have met with, that 
I can rely upon, concerning him. He is 
often commended for a good Officer i but 
little is fpoken of him, as an Emperor. 



18. V A L E 3^ S. 

HTHIS Perfon, being of great Note and 
A Knowledge both in the Military and the 
Civil Affairs, had the Honour to be made by 
Callitnus the Proconful of Achaia. Macrianus 
very much fearing him, and envying his Me- 
rits, knowing him to be has Enemy, fent Pifo 
agatnft him to kill him. Valttn forefaw the 
danger, and took the care to provide himfelf 
well againft it. He had no other way, as he 
thought, to cfcape, but by fetting himfelf up 
an Emperor, as well as Macrianus had done. 
He did fb, and efcaped the power of Pifo. 
But he was foon after killed by his own Men. 

19. Vakn: } 
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19. Valetts, Senior. 

THIS Vakns was either Uncle, or Great 
Uncle to the precedent, and one that 
fct himfelf up in the time of the Emperor 
Deciuf. It comes into my mind to mention 
him here, becaufe of his Relation to, and 
the parity of his Fortune wich the other: 
for after he had a few days Reigned in Illyri- 
cum t he was killed al(b. 



20. T I S 0. 

lf$ was fent with a Force by Macriams, to 
I kill Vakns, the Eighteenth in this Cata- 
logue of Tyrants ; but. finding ihatValens wa9 
provided againft him, he changed his Courfe 
into the Province of Tbtfialy, and was there 
by the content of a (mall Party, himfelf made 
an Emperor, with the Title of Emperor of 
TbeJJalia. He was a very good and Provident 
fort of a Man, to a Proverb > fo that he was 
called in his time the Thrifty Pifo ; and he was 
of that Noble Family of the Pz/e's, into which 
Cicero fays, to do his own an Honour, he Mar- 
ried his Daughter Tulha. He was much in 
the efteem of all the Great Men. Valtnt, 
who 
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who Cent Ruffians after him into Tbejfalia, who 
Murdered him, confelfcd, that though he was 
his Enemy, he knew not what account to give 
of that Fact, to the Gods, the Infernal Judges, 
bscaufe the Roman Empire had not then fuch 
another Perfbn as Pifo. The Senate upon the 
Nswsof his Death, met upon the feventh of 
the Kalends of July, and unanimoully de- 
creed the Honours of a God, with this Elo- 
gium, that there never was a better Man, nor 
one more firm and conftant than he. They 
decreed him a Triumphal Statue and a Cha- 
riot, to be put up to his Honour. The former is 
yet to be feen, amongft the others of the lame 
kind. The latter did fometime ftand about 
the place, where fince hath been built the 
famous Bath of Diocltfian, of eternal, as well 
as facred, memory. 



ii. JEMILIAH: 

IT is a Familiar thing with the People of 
Egypt, to break out, like Mad- Men, into 
the violenteil Seditions and Diforders, upon 
any the flighted occafions. Often have they 
for a matter of a Complement neglected, or 
for a Place in the Baths, or about the Flefii in 
their Markets, Herbs, Shooes, and the like, 
railed fuch Commotions, as have hazarded the 
Ruin of the State, and required an Army to 
reprefs them again. Thus one day a Slave 
belong- 
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belonging to the Curatour of the City of A- 
lexandrt* was killed by a Soldier, for faying, 
that he had a better pair of Shooes on his Feet, 
than that Soldier had. The People hereupon 
rofe, and rr^ai an Affaultupon the Hou(eof 
t^Emdtan, ?, , ■.■ ; — r the Roman General of the 
Province Tlr:, .'..ie upon him in a furious 
manner, wsci. ■ . »i, Swords, and all forts 
of Inftruments, . - : i a Sedition. lALmi- 
lian had no othei , to take, but with 

the content of th , e u».} Army, who were 
willing to it, chieh- becaufe they hated Gallie- 
nus, to makehimlelf Abfolute, andfet up for 
an Empire. This he did, with Vigour. He 
went thorough the Jhebais, and all Egypt, and 
difplayed his Authority over the Barbarians. 
He gained himfelf the Title of the Alexan- 
drian Emperor. But as he was preparing for 
an Expedition into India^ Gallienus fent Tbto- 
dotut againft him, who took him and Cent him 
Prifbnerto Rome \ where he was Strangled in 
the Prifon, according to an Antient Cuftom 
of putting Captives to death. Gallienus would 
have after this, made Egypt a ProconfularPro- 
vince, and given it to Tbcodotus ; but the Priefts 
prohibited him, pretending an Infcription up- 
on a golden Column at Memphis in Egypt; in 
Letters, faying, that Egypt would then be a 
Free People, when the Romans attempted to 
Govern it by Confuls ; and therefore the Rods 
of the Confuls were never to enter into A- 
lexandria. Cicero, againft Gabinius, mentions 
the fame Notion in his time : I find it alfo in 
Proculus , the Learned Grammarian > who is 
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of great Authority , when he fpeaks of Fo- 
reign Countries. So that when Herinnim Ctl~ 
f*s, your Kinlman, the prefent Prefect of E- 
gjft, not contented with the Honour which 
he hath, defired lately to be made a Gonful, 
he was anfwered that he asked a thing, that 
was not to be granted ; becaufe it was con- 
trary to an obfervation of the Empire. 



ii. SATVRWJ*(VS. 

SAtunmui was made a Commander by the 
Emperor Valerian, and continued Co with 
great Applaufe in the Reign ofGalliemis; till 
no longer being able to endure the Diffolute- 
nefs of that latter Prince, and the negleA of 
his Government, the Army fet him up to be 
Emperor. He was a Man of lingular Pru- 
dence and great Gravity, beloved by all, and 
very well known for his Vi&ories over the Bar- 
barians. The fame day, that the Soldiers put 
upon him the Purple, he told them in a Speech ; 
Gentlemen you have loft a good Captain, to 
make of him an ill Prince. He did feveral 
things in his Reign which were Brave: but^ be- 
ing levere as to the Difcipline of the Soldiers, 
the fame that had raifed him, killed him. 



13. TETRI- 
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i ? . .7 ET%ICVS. 

AFter ViBorinus and his Son were killed in 
Gallia, their Mother ViEloria perfuaded 
Tetrkm a Senator, who then exercifed the Of- 
fice of a Prefident in Gallia, and was her Re- 
lation, to takeupon him the- Empire there. 
Accordingly /he caufed him to be Proclaim'd, 
and his Son to be Entitled the Cafar. Tetri- 
cm Reigned long, and performed feveral things 
happily i but being beaten at laft by the Em- 
peror Aurelian, and unwilling to give himfelf 
further trouble with a perverfe and an infolenr 
Army which he had to Command, he volun- 
tarily yielded to Aurelian. AwrtUan, not be- 
ing one overmuch inclined to Lenity, led him 
inafolemn Triumph, at the fame time when 
he led in Triumph Zenobia, the Wife of OJe- 
natut, and her two Sons Hcrtnnianw and Ti- 
mlam. But being fenfible, that this was very 
(evere to be done to a Roman Senator, and one 
who had been a Conful,and Prefident of Gallia, 
he made him. after he had thus Triumphed 
over him , tne Governour of all the Cam- 
t'gna t Abruzzo, Puglia, Lucania, Calabria, 
Hetruria, Ombria, and generally all the Pro- 
vinces of Italy; he fuffered him not only to 
live, but to live in *he greateft Splendour ; and 
oftentimtes called him by the name of cither 
his Colleague, or his Companion in Arms, 
or Emperor. M H-letrt- 



The Thirty Tyrants, Vol.1 



24. c TetricM y Junior. 

THIS Youth, the Son of the other, In 
vingbeen declared Ctfar by the Lady V: 
Horia, was led in Triumph by Anrelian it 
Company with his Fathe;'. He enjoyed aftei 
wards all the Honours of a Ssnatour, and In 
Eftate untouched, and left the fame to his Po 
ferity. My Grandfather hath faid, that k 
was acquainted with him very well, and thai 
no Man was more efteem'd either by Aurelian, 
or the following Princes, than he. The Houfe 
of the Tetnci is extant at this day, and a va- 
ry fair one upon the Mount Calms, betwixt 
two Groves, over againft a Temple of Jfx 
You have in it, in Mofaick Work, a draught 
of the Emperor Aurelian, holding out to each 
of thefe two, over whom he Triumphed, a 
Senaton^n Robe, to lignifie his inverting 
them again in that Dignity ; and they holding 
out to him a Sceptre and Crown, as the ac- 
knowledgements of his Victory. At the De- 
dication of which Piece, they (ay, that Awe- 
Itandid them the Honour to be prefentattha 
Er.rertainmem, at their humble Requeft. 



25. Tn 
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15- T%E < BELL1A^(. 

IAm almoft afhamed to recount fo many 
feveral Upftart Emperors, that all appeared 
under the fingle Reign of Galltenus, and were 
occasioned by his own fault : his Luxury de- 
ferving no other than to be confronted with 
them, and yet his Cruelty was Inch, that one 
might very well be afraid to do fo too. Trt- 
bellia» 1 amongft the reft, was made a Piince, 
in the Province of Ifauria, by the Jfaur 'tani 
therofeives. Some called him an Arch-Rob- 
ber; but he gave himfelf the Title of an Em- 
peror, and ordered a- Medal to be made of 
him as fuch, and appointed his Court in the 
Caftle of the City Ifaura. He maintained 
his Empire for (bme time, by the help of the 
Mountain?, and the Faftnefles, in which he 
took refuge. But being by Catt/ifoltus an E- 
tiftian, the General of Galltenus, and the 
Brother of Theodoius, who had before taken 
t&milian Pnfoner, drawn down into the open 
Field, where he could not avoid the Com- 
bat, he was overcome and killed. Yet could 
not the Ifaunans, for fear of the Cruelty of 
Oallienusjje prevailed with afterwards upon any 
terms of Kmdnefs and Humanity to fubmit. 
They have ever fince remained as Barbarians; 
heir Country, though in ne Heart of the 
*mah Empire; is fo fhut up, and ftands as ic 
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were a Boundary againfl it , defended b> 
its own Natural Limit*, more than by iti 
Men: who in. truth are neither skilled in 
Arms, nor Brave, nor Virtuous, nor Wife and 
Prudent. But yet they are fecure in only this, 
that they live in places inacceflible. 



26. HERE^^US^, 

ODenatus, the Prince of the Palmyreni in 
Siria, and fometime Emperor of the 
Eaft, left at his death his Wife Zenobia and two 
Sons, Hertnnianitt and Timolaus: who being 
very young, Zenobia in their names aflumed 
and governed the Empire of their Father, 
longer than it was for the Honour of the Re- 
man Name to endure in a Woman. She Ar- 
rayed thofe Children in the Purple Habit of 
the Roman Emperors, and brought them with 
her to the Head of her Army, and to the Af- 
fsmblics of the People, whither (he often went, 
and Harangued them like a Man. She was 
the Dido, the Smiramit, the Cleopatra of her 
Age. It is a thing uncertain, what the end 
was of chefs her two Sons; whether they were 
killed by Aurtlian, or whether they died their 
own deaths. But there are of the Pofterityof 
Z,ir,d-,a, living at Rome, in Honour, at this 



27. TIMO 
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z 7 i T I MO LAVS. 

THE Account of Timolatts is, I fuppofe, 
the fame with that of Herennian, his 
Brother. Only in one thing he is diftinguifhed 
from him ; which was his great Ardour for the 
Roman Studies ; which Timolaut fo readily im- 
bibed, that he might have made, it is (aid, one 
of the greateft Orators in his time. 



28. C EL SV S. 

WHilft the parts of Gallia, Thrace, Illjri. 
cum, Pontiu, and the Eaft were taken 
up, and Cantoned into feparate Empires by the 
feveral Pretenders there, and Gattimus patted 
his Life in the mean time amongft the Ta- 
verns, Baths, and Bawdyhoufes; the Africans 
by the inftigation of Vibiut Pafiemts their Pro- 
conful, and Fabtus Pompeianuj the Comman- 
der on the Frontier of Libya, fet up Celfut 
Emperor, adorning him for the purpofe with 
a Robe of Purple, taken off of a Statue of 
the Goddefs Cakfiis. He had been a Tribune, 
but lived at this time a private Life upon hrs 
Eftate, and was a Man of that JufHce, and 
that Pretence, that he feemed very well to de- 
M 3 fervs 
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ie; ve their Choice. But the feventh day after- 
ward?, a Woman, Galhena by Name, a Re- 
lation of the Emperor Galltenus, killed him \ 
io chat he had no time to fhevv himfelf in. His 
Body was thrown to the Dogs : His Effigies, 
was mounted upon aGrois, and Crucified a- 
midft the Inflts of the People, as if it had 
been Ctljm himfelf in Perfon. This was a 
new Devife or punifhing the memory of a 
Man. The truth is, the City of Sicca flood 
our againft him, keeping their Faith to Gal- 
ltenus-, and it was thofe efpscially, that urged 
■on this dilgrace. 



a?. ZE3^0<BIA. 

TO the laft /hame of the Reign of Gal- 
ltenus, and of the Roman Empire under 
him, the Women Revolted againft him, and 
managed their Enterprife a!(o extraordinary 
well. Zcxcbia by nam 2, a Foreign Lady, 
whom we have often already mentioned; of' 
ehe Lineage of - the Cleopatra's, and the Pte- 
Jean's of Egypt, aslhe herf.lf faid; .the Wife 
of OJenstus of Falmyra, the Emperor of the 
Eaft-, whoaying, {he afTumcd the Purple, the 
Crown, and the Authority in his place, in the 
name or iier Son?, Herexnian and Timohus, 
osing Infants ; and Ins was accordingly ac- 
cepted ; fo that wJii'ft Galhenus lived as he did, 
snd CWwi tn'-:?n o -vith the War with 
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the Gotbs, Ine continued her Reign longer, 
than it was otherwife fufferabie in one of her 
Sex. And it waswirh great difficulty thatfhe 
was overcome at laft, and carried in Triumph 
by the Emperor Aurclian i who being reflected 
upon by iome, for making a Woman a Sub- 
let of a War, and a Triumph, gives this ac- 
count of her, and thus defends himfelf in a Let- 
ter to the Senate. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

I Hear that it is Objected to me, that I have ' 
not performed a manly fart in Triumphing 
over Zenobia. 1 affure you, tbofe who blame 
wt, would on the contrary fufficiently commend 
me, did they know, what a Woman Jhe is. How 
frudent in her Ccunfels, how Diligent in her Bu- 
finefs, how Powerful with her Soldiers, how Ge- 
nerous when Necejfity requires, and how Severe 
when there is occafwn for Severity. I can fay, 
that it was through her means, that Odenatus 
overcame the Perlians, and putting to flight King 
Sa pores, advanced his Arms as far as to the City 
tf Cteliphon. lean affure you, that this Woman 
•was fo great a Terror to the Eafi, and to the People 
'/"Egypt, that neither the Arabians, nor the Ar- 
menians, nor the Saracens dared to move for her. 
Nor had Ipreferved to her, her life, but that I know, 
that fie did great fervice even by her very Ufurpa- 
tion \ becaufe (lie kept up andajferted the Bounds cf 
the Empire. Let them therefore, who are pleajcd 
"Mith nothing, take the Poifon of their own Tongues 
M 4 " te 
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to themfelves. If it is not Handjome to have Con- 
quered and Triumphed over a Woman, what jhall 
I fay cf the Emperor Claudius, that Good and 
Venerable Commander, -who bad dene tbt fame, if 
be had not been wholly taken up with bts Expe- 
ditions agatnjl the Goths. He Privately and 
Prudently fujfered her to Reign, to give bimfelf 
the greater opportunity of effecting what be was a- 
bout, wbtljt foe preferved inviolate the anticnt 
Bounds of the Empire of the Eajt. 

This (hews what an Opinion Aurelian had of 

Zencl/ia 

Ztnibia was a Lady of that Chaftity, that 
fiie never accompanied with her Husband, 
more than to attempt a Conception. For 
after (he had lain with him, me contained, 
and expected her Terms, to know whether 
me was with Child : If me was not, then (he 
gave way to the Repetition. She lived with 
the Pomp or" a Queen, buc much according 
to the Terfian Mode. She was Adored after 
the manner of the Kings of Perfia, and her 
manner of Eating was like theirs. But Hie 
wen: co Harangue her Soldiers, as the Roman 
Emperors do, with a Helmet upon her Head, 
and an Imperial Robe of Purple upon her 
Back, buttoned with a Jewel, and Jewels 
bout the Borders, and me Ihew'done Arm ma- 
ny times bare. She was of a Brown Com- 
plexion, Black Eves which were incomparably 
lively ana glittering, a Divine Efprtt, a moll 
delicate Shape and Preler.ce : her Teeth fa 
bright, one would think them rather to be 
Pearls; 
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Pearls : a Clear and Manly Voice. She had 
the Severity of a Tyrant, when neceffity re- 
quired ; and all the Clemency of a good Prince, 
where there was occafion for her Goodnefs. 
Her Generofity was ruled by Prudence. She 
managed her Publick Treaiure with a care be- 
yond the Conduct of her Sex. She ufed a 
Coach, feldom a Litter, but often rode a 
Horle ; and Ihe walked often on Foot, it is 
faid, three or four Miles together. She was 
born with the Tenacioufnefs of a Spaniard. 
A fober Woman, yet flie made no fcruple fre- 
quently to drink with the great Officers of her 
Army ; and alfo with Perfians and Armenians, 
whom in her Table fhe excelled. The Veffels 
for her Table were of Gold, bejet with Jewels. 
Eunuchs advanced in years ferved her ; very 
feldom Women. She obliged her Sons to fpeak 
;n Latin ; they rarely or hardly at all fpok'e 
Greek. Nor was fhe altogether ignorant of 
Latin herfelf ; but her model! y for fear of not 
doing it well, forbad her to (peak it. She 
fpoke the Egyptian Language perfectly well. 
It is faid, flie had Epitomized the Alexandrian, 
and the Oriental Hiftories, flie was Co well 
acquainted in them; and the Roman Hiftory 
fhe had Read in the Greek. When therefore 
flie was taken and brought into the Prefence 
of Aurdian, O Zenobia l faid Aurelian to her, 
why have you dared to Infult, as you have 
done, the Emperors of Rome? flie anfwered, 
1 know you to be an Emperor, who are a 
Conqueror. But I have not thought Gallienus, 
nor Aureolas, oi thole others to be fo ; and 
believing 
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believing that Viciorina might he fuch another 
as my (elf, I defired, if ic was poffibb, that 
me and I might ;ha-e the Empire betwixt us. 

She was led in Solemn Triumph at Rome, in 
that manner, that nothing ever appeared more 
Pompous, and with that Grace, in the Eyes of 
that City. She laboured under the Burden of 
her Ornaments. She had fuch great Jewels 
upon her, that though (he was a ftrong Wo- 
man, ihe ftopt many times, and cried, (he 
could not go on for their Weight. Upon her 
Feet and Hands, me had Chains of Gold; 
and about her Neck a Chain of Gold, fup- 
ported bv one of her old Guards, a Perfian. 
Aurehan gave her her life ; which (he Ipent af- 
terwards with her Children at Tivoli, in the 
Quality, and according to the ufage of a Roman 
Matron : an Eftate was given her there for 
her fupport, near the Palace of Hadrian, and 
the fame carries her name at this day. 



3 o. victo%i^a. 

VIxorina, or Victoria, or Vitrttvia, was a- 
nothsr Lacy, who is to be remcmbred 
here, as (he was one, who was encouraged to 
her Enterprizes by the ill manners of Galliemf*. 
She fst up both her Son and her Grandfon 
Viacr 'mus to be Emperors in Gallia, who were 
af:erwards killed by the Soldiers. She fet up 
Tcf:humtts ; tfie 'fet up Lcllius ; (he fet up Ma- 
nns 
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rim there, who were all firft declared Em- 
perors by the Soldiers, and then after fome 
time, that they reigned more or lefs, killed. 
At laft fhe fet up Tetricut, becaufe fhe would 
never forbear to carry on the Mafculine part, 
which fhe had begun. In Tetricuh time, me 
was either killed, or taken ofF by a Natural 
Death. She gave herfelf the Title of the Mo- 
ther of the Gamp. She had Money both in 
Brafs, Silver, and Gold Coyned for her, at 
the City of Trier ; whereof there are pieces 
extant at this day. 

I have now finilhed the number, and given 
you, Sir, the beft account I can, out of the fe- 
cret Paths of Hiftory, which I have traced on 
purpofe for them, of thefe thirty Tyrants. 
You may pleafe to accept of it, and take my 
Pains in good part. It is not fo Eloquently, 
as it is faithfully writ. Becaufe it is not fine 
Language, which I pretend to, but the matter 
of Fac*. And what I write, I diftate to my 
Servant with that hafte, that if you mould ask 
me any thing, ^ have fcarce a breathing time 
left me to anfwer you in. 

There were two other Perfons , in other 
Reigns, of this ftamp ; the one in the time 
of Maximin, the other in the Reign of Clau- 
dius ; whom, as an Appendix, I mail think fit 
to produce here, to bring up the Rear of the 
ref>, and fo I fhall clofe this point of Hiftory. 
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I. Titus Quart'mm. 

Titus., as both Dexippuj, Heroitan, and all 
Hi ftorians write, was a Tribune of the 
Moors, whom Maximm had difmift from, his 
Service. Some fay, he voluntarily (et himfelf 
up Emperor for fear of his life afterwards, from 
Maximm : others, that the Armenian Archers 
in Maximm s Service, having been difobliged, 
compelled Tttus againft his will to take upon 
him that Poft. However it is, he was a Man 
of the firft Note for his laudable Services to 
the State both at home, and abroad. But his 
Reign was but little happy to him. He reigned 
fix Months, and then after the difcovery of the 
intended Defection of Magnus, was killed by 
his own Soldiers. His Wife was Calpburnia, a 
Ho'y and Venerable Woman of the Family 
of the Pifo's, a Prieftefs, but ance married, 
and adored by our Anceftors amongft the beft 
of her Sex. Her Statue is that, which we have 
yet in the Temple of Venus, of Stone gilt. She 
wore in her time Unions, fuch as Cleopatra 
was faid to wear; and fhs had a Charger of 
twenty Pound weight of Silver, whereon was 
Ingraved the Hiftory of her Family. This 
might be too much perhaps to mention, if it 
did not naturally come in my way. 



a. CEN- 
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i. CE^CSOKIXCVS. 

THE next \sCenforinas'. a Man, who wds 
very much a Soldier, and of an Antienc 
ftamp of Honour in the Senate. He had 
been twice a Confiil, twice a Captain of the 
Guards, thrice the Governor of the Gity of 
Reme t four times a Proconful, thiice the Lieu- 
tenant of a Province with Confular power, 
twice a Proprggor, four times an /Edile, thrics 
a Queftor, befides two extraordinary Com- 
miffions which he had into Terfia and S or ma- 
fia. In the Perfian War, in the time of th« 
Emperor Valerian, he received a Wound, of 
which he halted in one Foot* After all thefe 
Honours, as he lived an old Man upon his fi- 
liate, he was taken out by the Soldiers, and 
made Emperor, which was under the Reign 
of the Emperor Claudius. Thole who jefted 
upon him, called him alio a Claudius ; becaufe 
of his baiting, from Claudtco, to Halt. In fe- 
' ven days afterwards, from his Elevation, the 
fame Perfons that had railed him, killed him ; . 
they thought he was too ftrift, and of too 
fevere a Difcipline for them. His Sepulchre 
ftands about the City of Bologna, where in 
great Letters are written upon it all his 
Honours, concluding with this ; Happy in eve- 
ry thing, but an Emperor. His Family, who 
are yet Extant, and famous by the name of 
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the Cenjorini, betook themfelves out of a dif 
guft.to Rome, and the Publick Affairs, fome 
to the Country of Thrace, and fome into Bi- 
thynia. They have a fine Houfc belonging to 
them in Rome, adjoyning to that of the Fla- 
vian Family : It was the Houfe of Titus, the 
Eleventh Emperor of the Romans, they l|y 
formerly, in his time. 

So now I proceed to the Emperor Claudius % 
with whom I fhall joyn his Brother £>umtllus, 
and fome few things, that relate to that Ex- 
cellent and Noble Family. But whatever I 
mall fay of the Life of Claudius ; it muff be 
expe&ed beforehand to fall fhort of the Me- 
rits of lo great a Prince. 
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1AM happily come to the Emperor Claudius^ 
whofe Hiftdry I fhall endeavour to write 
with the greater care, becaufe of his Re- 
lation to Confiantm the Gsfar. Nor can I re- 
sale this piece of Service to the Memory of 
lb 
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fo great a Prince. For fince I have already 
given my felf the trouble of writing upon thofe 
Tumultuary Reigns, and fiich Petty Kings as 
the Thirty foregoing, and upon the Aftions 
aifo of Zenebis and VtBorina two Women ; the 
Condition of Affairs under the Emperor GaUi- 
enus coming to that pafs, that even the Wo- 
men as well as Men Ufurped upon him ; It 
would be a Crime in me to choofe to be filent 
of a Prince, who was Great Uncle to Ctnftm- 
tius the Caefar, and who by his Bravery over- 
came the Goths, and put an end to the publick 
Calamities of the State : who, though not him- 
f ielf the Author of the Defign againft GmBuhus, 
' yet for the Publick Good, was made an Instru- 
ment of our deliverance from that Prodigy of 
an Emperor; and had he lived long upon the 
Throne, he had revived to us by his Virtues, 
his Counfels, and his Conduft, the Scipiot, and 
the Camitltis, and all thofe Noble Romans of 
Antier.t Times. 

His Reign was fhort. But yet the fame 
would have been thought of it, though he had 
attained to the greateft Age. Every fhingin 
him was Admirable, every thing in him was 
Confpicuous, and to be preferred even before 
the moft Triumphant Actions of the Antients. 
He had the Bravery of Trajan, the Piety of 
Antcnmus ) the Moderation of Augujius, and the 
Excellencies of all the Great Princes in that 
manner, that inftead of taking an Example by 
others, had thofe Princes never been, his fingle 
Example had been enough for all the World. 
The Learned in the matter of Nativities are of 
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an Opinion, that one hundred and twenty 
Years is the greateft Age given to a Man to 
live ; and more, they pretend, hattvnot been 
permitted to any ; only to Mofes the Friend , 
of God, as the Books of the Jews fpeak, who ' 
attained unto one hundred and twenty five 
Years: And when he complained that he died, 
whilft as yet he had all his Senfes intire and 
vigorous, it was anfwer'd him, by I know not 
what Deity, that no Perfon was to live above 
that Age. Now had Clattdiut lived to one 
hundred and twenty Years, though his Death 
muft have of neceflity proceeded at that time, 
yet would no body have defired it then, as TuL'y 
ipeaks concerning Scipio, becaufe his Life was 
ftupendous and admirable. Take him, whe- 
ther at Home or Abroad, and what is there, 
that is Great, that he did not difcover? He 
Loved his Parents, mall I fay ? He Loved his 
Brothers, and this is no Miracle. He Loved 
his Relations, a thing which is in our times to 
1 be compared unto a Miracle. He Envied no 
one: The Wicked he punifhed. Corrupt 
Magistrates he openly and publickly Condem- 
ned. He overlook'd the Indilcretions of Fools. 
He made excellent Laws. He was that Per- 
fon upon the Throne, that thofe of his Race 
have been fince Courted to the Empire by the 
greateft Princes, and are dear in the beft Af- 
fe&ions of the Senate. ^ 

f may be thought perhaps to fpeak this in 
flattery to Conftanttus, the Odar. But I ap- 
peal as well to che Confcience of your Ma)e- 
fty, as to my Manner of Life, to be my Wit- 
N nefs, 
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. nefs. Whether I have ever thought, or uttered, 
or adte i anv thing at any time, that is of that 
Nature. I have before mv eyes the Emperor 
Claudius • whofe Life , Probity , and all the 
Actions of his Reign have given l'uch a Fame 
of him to Posterity, that both the Senate and 
the People of Rome conferred upon him un- 
paraiiei'u Honours, after his Death. A Shield 
in Gold, wherein is engraven his Image, was 
by the Voice of the whole Senate, fet up in 
his Honour in the Houle of the Senate, where 
fj'.>r.-.-.t j it i 5 extant at this day. The People of Rome 
..:ne ;c . n never was done before) at their own 
' t ''" r !:\ g expencejetuphis^katueof Gold of theheighth 
C j r c V- ; o: ten Foot in the Capitol, befor'e the Temple 
or the mod High and Fxcellent Jupiter: In 
the Publick Forum was his Statue in Silver, in 
a Tiiumphal Robe, ere&ed upon a Column, 
with the Acclamations of all Mankind ; the 
Silver being of one thoufand and five hundred 
pound weight. As if he had a profpeft of 
things funre, he revived and propagated the 
Honour or'the Family of the Flavii, of which 
vis Vtjafian and Tttus, not to mention Domi- 
■•: i, beciule he was one unwo>thyof it. In 
a fhort time be hnifh-d the War with the 
C;:h<. So tha' if I mi lt be thought to Flat- 
t : , the Senp-r. the People of Rome, the-Forcign 
Wo, Li '.nd the Province? are all Flatterers with 
Fir ail Orders of Men, all Ages, and 
e: v Guy have honoured Claudtui with Statues, 
h -rimers, Crowns, Snrinesj Arches of Triumph. 
Altars, and Temples. 

It 
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It is fit for all the World, but efpecially 
thole who would imitate the Examples of good 
Princes to know, with what Acclamations and 
Affc&ion the Senate received this Prince : and 
in the Voice of the Senate, one may fee in a 
manner the Senfe of Mankind. The News 
came to them of his Elevation, upon the Ninth 
of the Kalends of April, which is the Feftival 
of Cjrbele, whilft: they were in theChappel of 
that Goddefs. But they could not peri wade 
themfelves to continue longer there, to Cele- 
brate thf Duties of the Day. They took their 
Robes, and repaired to the Temple of Apollo ; 
where reading the Letters which were lent fO and by the 
them from Claudtu^ they exprefied them (elves Senatt. 
in his Honour as follows : 

The Gods continu: Claudius our Emperor to w. 
This was repeated iixty times. We have always 
wiftied to have Claudius to be our Emperor^ or 
[neb a one as you. This was repeated forty 
times. The State wanted a Claudius to Govern 
a. This was repeated rorty times. You are a 
Brother, a Father, a Frtcnd^ a Good Senator, and 
Truly t.- Prince. Tins was repeated eighty times. 
Avenge us, 0 Claudius our Emperor, of ,\ureo- 
l'.;s. This was lepcated five times- Avenge m± 
0 Claudius our Emperor, of the Palmyreni in 
Syria. ' This was repeated five times. Deliver 
'«,.0 Claudius our Emperor, from the Usurpati- 
ons of ZenobU and Victorina. This was re- 
peated Jeven times. Tetricus batbime nothing 
vhy we fhvdd Complain of himi» jour Majefiy. 
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The fiift Action of Claudius, after his ac- 
ceffion to the Empire, was his Victory over 
Aunolus , who had made himfelf the more 
troublefome, becaufe he was much in the fa- 
vour of Gtllienus. Claudius fought him, and 
defeated him , and publifhed Edicts to the 
People, and fent Letters to the Senate, where- 
in he declared him, upon his refuftl ftil' to 
fi:bmit himfelf, an Ufurper. Aureolas dehred 
a Treaty of Accommodation with him : But 
Claudius was deaf to that Motion , and told 
him very gravely, that he was not a GaUknm 
to be ask'd fuch a thing, who might comply 
with him, becaufe he feared him. At length 
Aureolas was killed by the Soldiers at Milan, 
and received that End which his Life and Man- 
ners deferred. Some Hiftorians ridiculoufly 
endeavour to Commend him. G alius Antipaw 
calls him a Golden Emperor ; as if he was the 
better Man, becaufe his Name in the Latin 
refers to the word Aurum or Gold. But as that 
Writer is the Father of Flatterers, and the Re- 
proach cf Hiftorians, fo 1 have often known 
the Name of Aureolus given to a Good Gladia- 
tor ; and your Majefty's Book of the Public); 
Sports hath this very Name in the Lift of the 
Names of the Gladiators. But to return to 
Claudius. 

The Goths, that had made a fhift to efeaps 
home from the Army of Aiartianus, as we havs 
{aid before in the Life of Gallienus I. excited 
at their arrival, all the Nations and People oi 
their Confederacy, to fall to make Depredati- 
ons upon the Lands of the Empire, Soi'evs- 
a' 
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ral Nations of the Scythians , the Teucem, the 
Trtttungi or Grutburtgi, the O/trogotbf, the Vir. 
thungi or Vilhungi, the Gypides, the C<-lta, and 
the Heruli, broke in together upon us and laid 
many places wafte, whilft Claudius was taken 
up elfewhere. Especially he was*fo tedious 
with the Preparations that he was making for 
this Gotbick War, to conclude the fame effectu- 
ally, as he ought, that he tryed, as it were, , 
the utmoft Patience of the Fates : And yet I 
think, that this really redounded the more to 
his Glory, and made his Conqueft the more 
Illuftrious in the Eye of all the World. OfW**f 
the Enemy, there were three hundred and b J rs °f. the 
twenty thoufand Fighting Men. Tell me now, ar ' anans 
he, who accufes me of Flattery, whether he 
thinks, that Claudms 1 who Conquer'd all thefe, 
is but little to be admired. A Body of three 
hundred and twenty thoufond Fighting Men ! 
It is an Army for Xerxes. One would think 
fuch a Number Fabulous, the Invention of a 
Poet. The Enemy were three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Fighting Men.' To which 
add the Servants, the Families, and the Car- 
riages following them, and ones Mind will be 
full of Imaginations of their drinking up Ri- 
vers, and confuming whole Woods, and that 
the Earth it felf laboured under the weight of 
fo much Barbarian Proud Flefh. 

The Letter of Claudius to the Senate, which 
he ordered mould be read to the People, con- 
cerning the Enemy, was this : Dictated by 
himfelf , and not by his Secretary. 



To 
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To the Senate and the People of 
<fyme, the Emperor Claudius. 

Fathers of the Senate, 
"\7 OU may believe, that I fend you the red 

J Truth. The Barbarians that have broken 
in i:p:n the Roman Empire, ere three hundred 
cr.il twenty thcufand Jirong. If it jhall be mj 
fortune tt overcome thtm^ you will not be Ungrate- 
jut 10 my Services. But tf I overcome them not, 
■jcu are only to remember, that I Ftght after tk 
Ragr. cf a Gallienus. 716* whole Empire it 
fpt*it and exhaufied. And I new fhall Fight, 
slier the Lo-'s cf Valerianic, and the Revolts of 
Ingenuu?, Regiliunus, Lollianus, Pofthumius, 

C'Jdd, and a thousand others, that fet up them- 
f elves ir. Ccn:.,r.pt of the Emperor Gallienus. 1 
Want Shield , Swcrds, and Spears for the par- 
f::}. 7lc T-,ov:v:cs of Gallia and Spain, wlrJo 
a>-e tee Strtnjth o~ the Empire, are in the Ha;u!s 
cf Tt!:ici.5 cur te(r Archers are kepi from 

us by a I id : , ZfPfj'-Jia ; which is a flume to 
mutton. Wi-~ti-jtr the: fee we do, it w.ll : : > 
cur Ctratfrfttncei bt great enctigb. 

B-t yet the b:av= C'jud.tts overcame the vx- 
mcruLs Enemy, ai.-.i in a time cruih.'J 

jj ( g... them 10 pieces: He f;a;ce left any of them 
biri".-.s;«- living to retii.n home. And what's a ShisKij 
f-u:*d.. 1 be .eeh , hung pp in ths Senate - oi 
v. hat's one 5f2;us ci Cold, in proportion :o 
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the juft Reward of fo great a Victory ? Says 
the Poet Ennius of Seipio, O the Statue, •which 
the People of Rome will make of you, and what 
a Pillar will they erecl, on which to exprefs your 
Atcbievementt ? But we ma,' fay , chat It is 
not Columns, nor Statues, but the ftrp.gtk of bis 
own Fame, which Immortalizes tbs ever Renown- 
ed Flavius Valerius Claudius. 

The fame Enemy had with them befides 
this, two thoufand Sail of Shipping; which is 
double the number of all the Grecian and the 
Macedonian Fleet, that heretofore went againft 
Troy and the other Cities of Afia. And yet 
the Fi&ions of the Poet have magnified that 
too: whereas this that I (peak of, is the very 
Matter of Fad. And can we be faid then to 
Flitter Claudius, who defeated, oppre/Ted, and 
cut in pieces a Barbarian Fleet of two thou- 
fand Sail, and an Army of three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Men ? All the Carriages and 
Train that attended fb great a number , he 
either burnt, or reduced, and made Slaves of 
the Families belonging to iheir Camp: 1 will 
give you his own Letter to Junius hrocchm, the 
Governour of Uyricum, in which himlelf re- 
lates the Vi<aor>. 

The Emperor Claudius to <Brocchus. 

WE have defeated an Army of three, hun- 
dred and twenty tboujand Goths, and we 
have defirofd their Shipping, which was two then* 
fend Sail. The flivirs are covered with Shields, 
.N 4 and 
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tni aU the Shores with Swords and Javelins : 
The Fields are not to he [ten for the Btdies of the 
dead. No Road is clear of them. A vafi Car- 
riage is left to us. We have taken fo many Wo- 
777i n Captives , that nur Victorious Army may, e- 
•very M.m of them, have to bimjelf two or three 
a pice:. 

I cannot but deplore the Misfortune of the 
Reign of Gs !!:enr<t, and the Condition of the 
Sr«n.' ..nder fix hundred Usurpers, that fet up 
themfel'-es sgainft him. Had thofe Soldiers 
p.nd thofe Leigions all been fafe, which ware 
ib unhappily loft in the feveral Battels fought 
betwixt iiaiitr.u and his Adverfaries, what an 
addition of Strength would it have been to the 
Empire r It is to be afcribed to Claudius, that 
•he Honour of the Arms of the Empire was 
retrieved after fo publick a Lofs. He had le« 
verai Battels with the Enemy in the Province of 
Mrfs.t, and be'ore the City of Marciarsopoli m 
Bulgaria, and divers or their Kings were taken, 
and Noble Women of divers Nations, and 
great numbers of others penfhed in the Rivers. 
The Riman Provinces were filled with Gethick 
:-.:ives, who were employed to Till the Ground. 
No Town or Quarter bur could fhevv you Goths, 
scguired by the IYiumph of our Arms. Whit 
Foreign Barbarian Cattle did our Anceftois 
then iee? what Sheep? whatHorfe? All this 
redounds to the Giory of Claudius, who at once 
; ive . fecured, and inhmtely enriched the Empire. 
He fought the Enemy at Byzantium i the 
People there,, as many ai had efcaped the bloody 
* Hands 
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Hands of the Soldiers of Gallienus bravely aflift- 
ing him. He fought them at the City of 
Thejfalonica in Macedonia, which the Barbarians 
had laid Siege to in his abfence. He fought 
them in divers Countries, and every where 
beat them. One would almoft think, that he 
had a Prefcience of his future Kinfman Con- 
ftantius the Cxfar, and that he was fettling the 
Empire in fafety for him againft his Reign. 

This brings it ta my mind to fay, that Clau- 
dius was indeed foretold by the Oracle* which 
he confulted, and the Lots that he drew, not 
only of his own Elevation, but that others of , 
his Race fhould come to the Empire after him. 
He confulted alfo about his Brother QuiniiUus ; 
becaufe he was willing to take him to be his 
Colleague in the Empire. But he was anfwer'd 
fo, as to fignifie, that Js&mtillus had not long 
to live. And I have the rather inferted this, 
becaufe it Ihews, that Conftaniius the Cafar who 
is of the Blood of Claudius, was forefeen and 
prognofticated fo long ago as in the Reign of 
his Great Uncle ; . and confequently he is a 
PerfOn of a Divine Appointment, of an Im- 
perial Family, and we may hope for^ many 
Princes to defcend from him : which I p'refume 
to offer at leaft with all due fubmiffion andre- 
fped to their Majefhes, Dioclefmn and Maxi- 
mum, and to Galerius his Brother, to whom 
1 wilh all Health. 

During the time that Claudius was managing 
the War againft the Goths, the Falmyreni in 
Syria under the Arms ofSdbas, or Zabdas, and 
Timagems , made War upon the Egyptians. 

The 



The Life and Reign of the Vol. II. 

The <y£gjp;ians, who are an obftinate and an 
indefatigable People in War, defeated them, 
but w:rh the lofs of Probus their General, who 
was killed by the Arts of Ttma^eves. The 
tj£Zjft;ans, ptrer this, lubmitted themfelves all 
to the Obedience of the Emperor of Rome, 
and accordingly fworc Fealtv to Claudius, 
though he was not then prefent with them. 

In the Year of the Conliillhipsof Atttctanus 
and Orpbktfs, the very Heavans lignally atTifted 
the WSr or Claudius. A great multitude of 
the Ewariam,. that were vet remaining, hfid 
fled for refuge to the Mountain H*mus, and 
8he adjovnng Province m Tbrsce. But they 
were So riiiVciled there with a Famine and a 
Peftilence, that their own Calamities antici- 
pated the Wo; k of our Arms > nor would 
Claudius give them that honour to Conquer 
them in the Condition they then were. Thus 
this fierce War ended, and the Reman Name 
was eafed of thoie Terrors with which it was 
threatned in the beginning- One thing the_ 
Truth obliges me to oblerve ; that fuch, as" 
think we Flatter, may know that we conceal 
nothing which it is requifue, that a Hiftory 
fhcJd publilh. Once after a full Vidory 
that Chudiui had received of the Enemy, his 
Men, grown carelels with the Succefs, which 
is ape to dilorder the wifeil Heads, fell Co to 
Plunder, that they forgat all thoughts and fears 
of the Ene-i v. Therefore a Party of the Ene- 
my that had fled, returning unexpectedly again 
upon them, whilit they were yet ingaged whol- 
ly in Plundering, cut off of them two thou- 
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fand. But as foon as Claudius faw it, he drew 
up his Troops, and took all chat Party of the 
Enemy Prifoners, and laid them in Irons, and 
fent them to Rome, to be kept for the bloody 
Purpofe of the Fights of the Gladiators. So 
Claudius with his good Conduit retrieved that 
Milcarriage of his Men, or rather that Blow 
of Fortune; and the Enemy by their Stratagem 
only heightened his Vidory, and their own 
ruine. 

In this War the Dalmatick Horfe fignaliz'd 
themfelves much. Claudius himlelf hath been 
fometime thought to derive his Origin from 
their Country; though others make him a 
Trojan, and pretend to bring him down even 
from//** and Dardanus, the two moil Antien'c 
Kings of Troy. 

The Enemy had in this War, thruft them- 
felves into the Ifland of Crete, and attempted 
to lay wafte that of Cyprus. But their Army 
every where labouring under Sicknefs, they 
Iwere likewife ealily reduced there. 

Then, the Gothick War being finirtied, and 
the general Sicknefs raging more and more, 
Claudius fell fick of the lame and died, and the Death of 
Heavens received him, to whom his Virtues Claudia* 
fo particularly allyed him. 

After his death, his Brother JgumttUus with 
universal Conlent afcended the Empire : Not as 
if it was by Inheritance ; but he was preferred 
to it for his deferts. He was fo good a Perlbn, 
and fo truly, as I may fay, in Virtue, his Brochei *s 
Brother, that he would have been made Em- 
peror, though he had nsver had that Relation by 
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Blood. Under him the Barbarians that yet re- 
mained, laid wafte the City of Renkis in Thrace, 
and attempted Nigebolt in Bulgaria: but they 
were defeated and fupprefled again by the Va- 
lour of thofe of the Country. His Reign was 
fo fhort, that he had not the time to be Matter 
Death of of any great A&ion. The Soldiers killed him, 
QiimiUu* a s they did Galba and Pcrtinax, the feventeenth 
day of his Reign ; only becaufe he was ftriffc up- 
on them, andfhew'd himfelf a better and more 
truly a Prince, than they defired to have him to 
be. Dtxtppus indeed does not fay fo plainly that 
he was killed; but only that he died, without 
mentioning the manner of his Death, as if he 
thought it dubiojs 

Having given this Account of the Military 
part of Claudius, I ihould be wanting to the 
Reader , if I did not in the next place ob- 
£x.*raa»- fe rve f ome f ew tn j n gj concerning his Family 
Famti and Perr ° n - He had two Brothers QumtiUui 
cf Clauds- anc ^ Crifput. Crifpur had a Daughter called 
ut. Claudia, who was married to Eutropitts, a Nobla| 
Trojan by defcent, who was the Father of C»«- 
fiantim the Cafar. ClauJixs had fome Sifters ; 
one of which was called Coaflantttta, married 
a Tribune of the /ijj'jriam : but (he died young. 
Concerning the Father and Anceftorsof Clau- 
dius, I know little, becaufe moft Perfbns have 
written differently about them : Claudius him- 
felf was grave in his Manners, of a fingular 
good Life, extraordinary Chalfeand Virtuous. 
He drank little, eat quick, was Tall, his Eyes 
bright and flagrant, a full Vifage, and fo ftrong 
in the Arms, that he hath oftentimes ftruck 
out 
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out the Teeth of a Horle, or a Mule, with a 
blow. He did this once, when he was a young 
Man, Wreftling with the ffrongeft there in 
the Field of Mars, at the Publick Exercifcs of 
the Soldiers, the Party with whom he WreftJedj 
giving him a twift by the Cods, which was un- 
lawful, Claudius in a paflion lift up his Hand, 
and ftruck out all his Teeth at once. The 
Emperor Decius was then prelent; who, it not 
being an Action to be punched, becaufe it 
Ihew'd both the Bravery and the Modefty of 
Claudius, commended him rather pubhckly for 
it, and prefented him with the Collars and 
Bracelets, and ordered him to Wreftle no more, 
to avoid further occafions of Quarrel. He left 
no Children : QumtiUus left two, and Crifpus ) 
as I laid, one Daughter. 

What an opinion the Emperors Valerian, 
Decius, and Galltenus had of Claudius, w'hilft 
he was their Subjed: : and the probability that 
then appeared of his future Elevation, we may 
fee in thefe following Letters. 

A Letter of the Emperor Valerian 
to Zofimion the Procurator of the 
Province of Syria. 

I Have given the Command of the Fifth Legion, 
called Marjia, ttnto Claudius ; who is an II- 
lyrian born, and a Man of fo much Bravery and 
Honour , that his Equal u not eafily to he found 
;n Ages pajl. Ton fliaU allow him fir his Salary, 

CHt 
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out of our Granaries every Tear, gooo Bu[hels of 
Wheat; 6oco Bi<jhels of Barley; 2oOo Pound of 
Bacon; } r oO Quarts of Old Wine; 150 Quarts 
cf the be ft Oyl; 600 Quarts ef other Oyl; 10 
Euflnli of Salt ; 1 50 Pound of Wax ; Hay, Straw, 
Vinegar, Rcots . Herbs, ai much as he wants : 
20 Parcels of Skins ( with ic to each Parcel) for 
b:s Tents ; Alu '.is every Tear 6 ; Horfes every 
Tear Camels every Tar 10; She- Mules every 
Tear 9 ; of Wrctight Silver every Tear $ o Pound 
weight ; Philip; i>o, having our Image upon 
them, yearly ; 47 mure in Occasional Prefents, and 
16- Denseres. Alio for Pots, Flaggons, Cups, 
end other Vtffels of Brafs , n Pound weight; 
Officers Coats, i ; Clafps of Silver, gilt, If One 
Buckle cf Geld; one Silver Belt, gilt; one Ring 
ft: -with two Gems of an Ounce weight: One 
Bracelet cf 7 Ounces ; one Collar of a Pound 
We.gct ; one Helmet, overlaid with Gold > two 
Sr.i-lds, inlaid with Gold; one tuirajje, which 
he flia'l refine again ; two HerCjisan Javelins; 
fc.rt D.ir:s> two ; Sithes, two ; Hedge-Bills, four : 
One C;>.k. wh,m he frail refiure: One Mulotier, 
wl:m be [hall rcjfore : Two Hand ome Women of 
the Calves, fir ha Mifirejjcs: One Mot or White 
I'tfi f Silk, trirr.med with Purple : One Robe de 
Cbatr.-z-e, trimmed cuke: One Secretary, whom 
hi finil reft ore : Oie Stwer, tabcm b; (hall reftere : 
Cyprian Table- Be Is , two Pair: Lmnen Vefts 
plain, two: One Gown, wh.cl ki jball refiore : One 
Senatzrizn Rob:, wbtc'o he frjll refiore : Running 
Fcs:mtn,two : One Carj,mer: (Me Cin*r.jl! ■■• of 
his H.ufoold ; One Wat.fi- Ba;h(f; ()■ •-.ficr,. an- 
Oie ConfeHior.cr. Of ■ >'.■■-.-. 
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Veund weight t if it is to be had ; or if not, at 
much as you conveniently can. Of Charcoal, every 
day four Pam. One Bagnio man ; and Wood for. 
the Bath ; unlefs he goes into the Publick Baths, 
And for other things, which for their minutenefs 
cannot be fpeafied here, you Will furwflj him with 
thtm according to dtfcretion ; that is Jo, as to give 
htm the thing* themjelves in Specie ; and not accor- 
ding to the Value of them. If any thing of all this 
cannot be had at any place, let it not be Accounted, 
nor the Price of it be allowed in Money. I have 
particularly appointed him all this Provifion and E- 
<{uipage, not as a Tribune, but as a General', becaufe 
he is a Man , who deferves to have this and 
greater Honours Jhewn him. 

A Letter of the Emperor Valerian to 
. Jblavius Murtna, the Captain of 
the Guards. 

CLAUDIUS, of whom you complained, 
and [aid, the Senate and the People did the 
fame, that he was ft ill a Tribune, and not pre- 
ferred to Command Armies ; to ceafe your Com- 
plaints, is made the General of all the Province 
of Illyricum, He hath under his Command the 
Armies of Thrace* MceIu, Dalmacia, Panno- 
nia, and Dacia. / think him jo great a Man, 
he may expdi, that I (ball make him a Conful^ 
and if it ts agreeable to his mmd % to be [o, a Cap- 
tain of my Guards IaJJure you, I have appoint id 
b:m as great a Salary } as is allowed to the Govcr- 
nour 
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nour of /Egypt : And the fame Cloathi as I give 
to the Proconful ef Africa, and as .much Money 
as the Chief Juftice of Illyricum receives, and 
as many Officers as I allow to my Jelf in every 
City ; whereby all the World may fee the Eftcem 
•which I have for htm. 

A Letter of the Emperor Decius concerning 
Claudius. 

Decius to Mejfala, the Prefident of 
Jchaiay wiftieth Health, 

AFter fome other things, Gys he, Chudtus 
the Tribune is a very fine Toung Man, a 
ficut Soldier, and a faithful Servant. He is fit 
for the Service of either the Camp, or the Senate., 
or the Court. We have order d him to the Streights 
cf Thermopylae, W to take care of the Pelopon- 
nefe : Knowing no Pcr^n, who can acquit bim- 
fef better than be, of the Charge which we give 
him. You will furnijli him with a Draught of 
loo of the Dardarian Horfe , 100 Cuirajfien, 
160 Light Horfe, 60 of the Cretian Archers, 
and 104.0 well- Arm J Men cf the New Recruits j. 
who are very fit to be fut under bis Command, be- 
cause there is no P erf on that bath more Zeal, more 
Valour, mart Prudence than be, 
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A Letter of the Emperor Gaflienus. 

NOtbing troubles me more, than what you 
have intimated, That Claudius my Kinf- 
man and my Friend, is very Angry, upon feme 
Suggefiions again/} me, which are mofi of them 
falfe. I defire you therefore, my Venuftus, as 
pu are faithful to me, by the means of Gratus 
and Herennianus, to reconcile him again, unknown 
to the Army in Dacia, who are cut of Order al- 
ready, for fear they (hould break out worfe : 1 have 
fent a Pre fent, which ytu will take care that it 
be well Accepted ; and net to let him knew, that 
I underhand his Refentments, left hi think me 
angrf at bim, and a feeming neceffity (hould oblige 
him to betake himfelf to the Ufi Meafurts. J 
have fent him two Cups of Silver of three PounJ 
weight, fet with Precious Stones : Two Cups of 
Gold of three Pound weight, fet alfo with Precious 
Stones : A Bafon of Silver of twenty Pound weight > 
engraven with clufters of the Berries of Ivy ; A 
Charger of Silver of thirty Pound weight, wrought 
in the Fine Leaf ; Another great Plate of Silver 
of 23 Pound weight, wrought in the Ivy Leaf : 
Another Serving- Dtjh in Stiver of 20 Pound 
might, with a Man a Fifhing reprefented upon it : 
\Two Pots of Stiver inlaid with Gold, of the 
Might of 6 Pound ; and other leffer Ftjj'els of Sti- 
ver, to the weight of 15 Pound:. Ten /Egyptian 
I Cups of Jeveral forts of exquifite Work : Two 
Cloaks of right Purple, Bordered all about : Six- 
teen feveral Vejtt: One White Tumck of Silk, 
O wrought 
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wrought with thru Ouxcet of Gold. Three fait 
of Buiktns of the Parthian Mode : Ten Dalits 
tian little Girdles : One Cloak of the Dardaniar 
Mode: Owe Mvrian Coat: One French Cloak . 
7wo good Thick Ruggs : Four Spanifll Handker- 
chiefs .-153 Valerian '* in Gold, and 300 Salonin'/. 

To this I (hail only add the Judgment of the 
Senate, and the High Acclamations which they 
The high g av e him, whilft yet a Piivate Perfon, upon 

A ton f' c ^ e ^ ews °^ ^ ucce ^ a R am ^ tne Gotl>i an ^ 
him by the Seytbians in Uyricum, in a Battel in which he 
Smtte. and Martianus Engaged them. They cryed, 

The mefi Valiant Claudius, we Salute you • V/t 
Congratulate jour Bravery and your Fidelity. Wt 
unanimoujly Decree a Statue to be ereSed to the 
Honour ef Claudius. IVt all de/tre to have Clau- 
dius to he a Ccnful. He bath acled like a Man, 
that loves bis Country and his Prince. The An- 
tient Roman fVarrtcrs did thus. Tou are Happy, 
Claudius, in the good Opinion of the Princes, li t 
Congratulate your Vfturs, and defire your Promt-, 
tion. May you Live, and be beloved by the Emperor. 

It would be too long, to go through all the 
Elogies , which this Great Man delerved. 
Only one thing I ought not to forbear to fay 
more, which is, That both the Senate and the 
People Loved him., before his Reign, in his 
Reign, and after his Reign ; that certainly nei- 
ther Trajan, nor the Antonmuffes, nor any other 
former Prince hath, in that refped, been fo 
very Happv as he. 

THE 
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UPON the Feftival of the Goddefs 
Cybele, which is a time that with us 
we know is very pleafont; and full 
of all Mirth and Freedom both in 
oar Words and A&ions j the honourable the .... . 
GovernOUt of the City of Rome, Junins Tu Occafimof 
htrianuti whom I cannot mention but with a *foAu* 
particular Refpeft, took me with him, after t t .f ,K V" 
«hc Ceremony of the Day was over, in his 3 t tb " 
© * Chariot 
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Chariot from the Palace to the Gardens of 
Venus; an J as his Mind was then at eafe,and 
free from the Cares and the Thoughts of the 
publick Affairs, he did me the Honour to En- 
tain me with a great many things, and efpe" 
daily about the Lives of the Roman Empe- 
rors. Parting by the Temple of the Sun, 
which had been built by the Emperor Aurelian, 
from whnm Junius Tiberianut derived in part 
his own Blood and Family, he ask'd me, what 
Perfon had writ the Life of that Prince ; I 
told him, 1 had read his Hiftory by fome Greek 
Authors, but never by any Roman. At which 
he fighed and {aid, Amcmgft the Antients, not a 
Therfites nor a Sinon, nor any remarkable, tho' 
a monftroui fort of a Man appeared, but m 
know htm very it/ell, and his Character is recor- 
ded to Toftertty. And (hall the Memory of ft 
renowned and fo inctmparable a Prince, as Aure- 
lian be forgotten, by whom the whole Worli 
was regained to the Obedience of the Romans ? 
God deliver us from thu folly > If I miftaie net, 
we have a Journal of tbu Prince by us, and hit 
Wars digejled in a due order »/ Hiftory. I woull 
wtfh that you would take them and confider them, 
and add the things to them that you filfd rela- 
ting to his Life. I will promife to furh^fli jctt 
with that Journal, cut of the Uipian LibrJtj. 
Tou wiU fee, it contains almoft all things concer- 
ning him ; becaufc it u a Book in which the Oc- 
currence! of every day, as they happened, were ft! 
d.wn by his own ef fecial Order. So I would tie- 
Jireycu to reprtfent him to the World, juftly ask 
was, to your Power. 
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I fubmitted to what the Governour /aid and 
commanded me, and 1 furniihsd my felf both 
with the Greek Hiftorians, and all things elfe 
nece/Iary to my purpofe, out of which 1 have 
compiled according to the beft of my Judg- 
ment, his fmall Treatife which I here de- 
h~re to make a Prefent of, Sir, to you. And 
if this does not fatisfje you, I can only refer 
you to the Greik Originals, and to the Jour- 
nal in the Ulpian Library, which you may be 
free to examin when you pleafe. 

We had fome Difcoui Te, whilft we were in 
the fame Chariot together, concerning Trebel- 
lius Pollto, who hath written an Account of all 
the Emperors, whether of famous or of ob- 
fcure Note, from the Two Philips to the Em- 
peror Claudm and his Brother gymttUte. The 
Governour (aid, That Trebellius Poliio had de- 
livertd feveral things without due care, and o- 
thtrs too jhcrt. To which I made him anfwer, 
That thsre is notfriter of History, but what hath his 
Mifiakes m one kind or other. I fiiew'd him par- 
ticularly in what Livy, in what Salssjt, in what 
Cornelius Tacitus, in what Trogus Pompeius' 'are 
evidently miftaken, and proved to be fo. He 
agreed with me, and giving me his Hand very 
pleafantly, laid, Write, as thou wilt. You may 
be fure, whatever you fay, you lye with good Com- 
puny, and no lejs than the Chief Hifierians that 
are (0 much admired in the World. 

To make no further Preamble then, which Exnafti- 
would but be impertinent ; the Emperor Au- *"°f Au« 
relian was born at the Town ofSirmium, in the relm - 
Lower famoma or Sslavonia ; that is, the ge- 
O ) neraluy 
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nerality of Men place his Birch there. Some 
give him to the Province of Dacia Riftnfis ; 
and one Author I remember I have read, that 
makes him to be born in Mxjia. As it often 
happens in Perfons, who raife themlelves fo 
from a low Birth, that the true place of their 
Nativity is unknown ; and in the mean time 
others are devifed or diffembled for them, 
which may feem to refled upon them a greater 
Honour. However, it is not a matter of fiich 
moment to know of a great Prince where he 
was born; as what fignalizcd him, and made 
him great. Do we admire Plate becaufe he 
was born at Athtns, or becaufe he was fo lin- 
gular and fo illuftrious a Philofopher 2 Or arc 
Anftotlt and Ztno^ the left becaufe they were 
born in the little Villages of Stagira and Elta I 
Or is Avacbarfn the meaner, becaufe he was a 
Seytbum born ? When the Merits of the Phi- 
lofophy of all thefe have every where railed 
their Fame to the Heavens. 

Aurtiian was born of an obfcure Family, 
and mean Parents. He had a great vivacity 
of Wit from his firft Years. He was remark- 
ably ftrong of Body, and never pafFed a Day, 
though ic was aHoh/dav, and a time of pub- 
lick reft, without exercifing himfelf ar the Ja- 
velin, the Arrow, and other Arms. Caliicrata 
Jjrius, who is one of the moft Learned Gre- 
cian Writers, fays, that the Mother of Aure- 
liea. was a Pneftefs of the Temple of the Sun, 
in' that Village where (he and her Husband 
lived," and that (he had fomething of the Power 
©f Divination in her \ oarticularly once revi- 
{ - *'-• !mg 
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ling the follies of her Husband, and his low 
Condition, (he faid to him, You, the Father of 
an Emperor ! As >t (he had a prefcience of 
AttrtUaiis being hereafter an Empsror ; which 
yet further he (ays, was predi&ed by many ci- 
ther Tokens. A Serpent came and incircled Omens of 
it (elf oftlh about the Veflel, in which he was bis future 
warned ; nor would his Mother, when me (aw K ei S r * 
it, (uffer it to be killed, but made much of it; 
and it efcaped the Attempts that were made 
by any to kill it. The Emperor then reign- 
ing, having made an Offering to the Temple 
of the Sun, where Aurelians Mother was a 
Prieftefs, of a Cloak of Purple, (he took it 
and cut into Swathing Cloaths lor her Child. 
At the fame time (he had a Calf born of a won. 
derful bignefs, white, fpotted with purple, and 
upon lus Skin, on the one fide, was the figure 
of a Crown ; on the other, the word Ave, 
that is, Hail; a Salutation given to the Em- 
peror.. The before-mentioned Callicrates Tyrius 
produces many more Omens, which I (hall o- 
mir, becaufe I think them fuperfluous. When 
Aureltan was lent Embaffador into Perjia, he 
was prelented there with a piece of Plate of the 
like fort as the Kings of Ptrfia are ufed to 
prefent to the Roman Emperors, and upon it 
was engraved the Sun, in the fame form in 
which he is worfliipped in that Temple, where 
his Mother was a Prieftefr Together with 
this, the King of Perfia gave him a noble Ele- 
phant, which Aureltan prefented again to the 
Emperor his Mafter : Thefe, to mention no 
more, were Omens of his future Grandeur. 

O4 He 
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H-.s Per- He was handfome as to his Perfbn, well 
/.n*i<. made, tall, robuft, with a good Grace, and a 
manly Mien; he eat and drank freely, lately 
had to do with Women, extraordinary ftrict, 
a great Mafter of Military Difapline, and very 
defirous to be drawing the Sword. There were 
two Aurehans together in the Army, and 
♦ both of them at the fame time Tribunes. The 
other was taken Prifoner with the Emperor 
Valerian by the Per/ions. The Army for di- 
ftindion gave this A urelian the Nick name of 
Hand to tbe Sword, becaule he was fo quick 
at it upon all occafions, and he was known 
U„ ABi- by this Name. He did feveral great Anions 
onsyvln'ft whilft he was but in a private Quality. He 
'JjZ™' alone defeated and repulfed the Sarmat*, in an 
Irruption which they made into the Province 
of llljr'uum, when hs had with him no more 
than three hundred Garrifon-Men. Tbeocltus, 
an Hiftorian, (ays, that in the Samatian War, 
Aurehan with his own hand killed in one day 
eight and forty ; and at feveral times in all, 
above nine hundred and fifty. Songs and 
Dances were made upon his Exploits, which 
were fang upon the Feftival Days in pubjick 
by the Youth, to this purpofe: 

Tboufand, a Tboufand, a Tboufand have v)t 
tut eff; one Man hatb kitted a Tboufand, a 
Tboufand, a Tboufand; let him live a Tbou- 
fand, a Tboufand, a Tboufand Tears, that bath 
Lied a Tboufand, a Tboufand Enemies. 



Whilft 
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Whilft be was the Tribune of the fixth Le- 
gion, which was at Mentz, in Germanj, he gave 
the franks fiich a blow, as they made their 
Excurdons up and down Gallia, that he killed 
feven Hundred of them, and took three Hun- 
dred others Pnfbners, whom he fold for SraVes. 
Then this Song was made of him. 

A TboufanJ Franks, a Ibtufand Sarmatians, 
have fain by eur Hand; alboufand, aTbouf^ni\ 
a Tboufand, a Thou[and ) a Tbeufand Perlians, 
ne xt, {hall yield to our Command. 

He reade himfelf to be fo feared by the Sol- His ftria 
diers under him, that after he had once with Difeiplme 
great feverity corre&ed a Fault, none dared, 
to commit it again. He punilhed the Adul- 
tery of a Soldier, that had Jain with his Land- 
lord's Wife, in this unheard of manner. He 
caufed two Trees to be forcibly bent down* 
ward, and to the Heads of them he tied the 
poor Man's Feet, and then on a fudden he 
let both the Trees Hy up again, which tore 
him alive in Two, and part of him was left 
hanging by the one Tree, and part by theo- 
ther: this Thing ftruck a -great Terror into 
all. 

■ < 



A 
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A Letter of Atrelian to his Lieute- 
nant concerning the Difcipline 
which he would have to be kept 
among the Soldiers, fays thus. 

A 5 you ever hope to be your felf a Com- 
mander of a Legion ; nay, at you defire 
but U preferve jour own Life in Safety, bridle 
the Licentioufnefs of Soldiers. Let not a Man 
fteal a Chicken, nor touch a Sheep, nor take a- 
way a Grape, nor wafte the Corn, which is a- 
netber's. Let no Man exa3 either Oyl, or Salt, 
or Firing, but be content with bit allowance, and 
let him take hit Trey upon the Enemy, and not 
fere* the Tears of tbt SubjeBs of the Roman 
Empire. Let all their Arms be kept than and 
bright, and tyarp ; and their Shoots and Cloaths 
in good order, and let them keep Money in their 
Pockets, and not fpend it all at the Sutlers. Let 
every Man have bis Collar, his Bracelet, and hit 
Ring, and look after bit own Horft, and not fell 
Beaft's Trovifion from him, and let him take 
care in his turn of the Baggage. Let tbem all 
be ready to affi(i one another. Let the Pbyfi- 
cians take nothing of tbim for their Cure when 
fick. Let tbem give nothing to the Sootbfayers. 
Let tbem live vsrtuoufiy m their Quarters, and 
be that creates Difiurbances, let bint be beaten. 

Next follows a Letter of the Emperor Va- 
lerian concerning Awtlian. This Letter I 
lately 
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lately found in the Vlpian Library, amongft 
the publick Records, and I thought it proper 
to be taken as it is. 

The Emperor VaUrian to Antomxm 
Gallus the Conful. 

YO U blame me in your kind Letter to me, 
for committing my Son Gallienus, rather 
to the care of Pofthumius, than to Aurelian ; be- 
caufe you think, that both the Boy and the Army 
would be the befi under the latter, as the feverer 
Terfon. But you . will net long be of this mind, 
if you confider well, how great the Severity of 
Aurelian it. He bath too much of it. He *r 
txcefftvt. He it grievous, which does not agree 
fo well with tbefe frefent timet. I frote/l be- 
fore all the Gods, I was afraid, that if mj Son had 
done any thing amifs, as Boys are naturally front 
to do, he would have been too fever e ufm him 
for it, and no mm have ffared him than ano- 
ther. 

There is another Letter of the Emperor 
Valerian, which is full of the Praifes of Aure- 
lian, and which I have met with amongft the 
Records of the Governour of the City of Rome. 
It is written upon the occafion of Aurelian* % 
coming to Rome, to appoint his Salary during 
his ftay there. 

The, 
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The Emperor Valerian to Cejonius 
Jlbinus the GoYernour of the City 
of ti$pme. 

WE jhould be glad, out of our Love to e- 
very individual Perfm, who is faitbfu} 
Mid zealous in the Service of the State, to allow 
tbtm much greater Salaries than ■what their place 
demands ; efpeciaSy, when thetr Lives render rt- 
eommendable the Honour that they poJJ'efs. Be- 
cause there ought to he a Regard, I think, had 
to Merit, over and above the Profits of a mere 
Ctmmffion. But the NeceJJities of the Publick 
make it fo at frtfent, that I can give to none 
out of the Stores of the Empire more than their 
Order and their Quality requires. Aurelian *r 
a Man of great Capacity and Bravery, whom I 
have appointed to mfpetl and regulate all our 
Camps and Garrifons. My ftlf, and the whole 
Empire, by the common Confeffion of the whole 
Army, u jo much indebted to him, that fcarce 
any Pre/ents can be made worthy of htm, or too 
great for his Merit. For is he not in all refpeiis 
luuftrwus, and to be compared to the Corvini, 
and the Scipio's of former times ? He is the De- 
liverer of lllyricum. He u a Refiorer of Gal- 
lia. He is a Commander deferving the Imita- 
tion of all the World, And yet 1 can add no- 
thing to the acknowledgment which is due to the 
Strvtcti of f> great a Per [on ; befides, what the 
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Condition of the publick Affairs, and the well- 
government thereof will permit me. You will 
therefore, dear Sir, take care to appoint for hit 
ufe, during bis abode at Rome, per diem, 
fixteen Loaves of the heft Bread ; forty Loaves 
of the Camp-bread ; forty Quarts of Wine for 
the Table ; a couple of FuUets\ half a Pig ; 
thirty Founds of Pork; forty Pounds of Beef; 
one §>uart tf the befi Oyl ; one Jguart of 
other Ofl ; one Quart of Pickle ; Herbs and 
Hoots as much as he wants. And to diftinguifls 
him, however, in fomething extraordinary, you 
may fupply him with Forage for his Horfes, as 
long as be /lays at Rome. To bmfelf in Mo- 
ney towards his Expences, you fhaB give every 
Dap two Anroninufles in Gold, ffty Philips in 
Silver, and a hundred Pentes in Brafs. The reft 
fhall be fupplied by the Officers of the Treafwy. 

Thefe things may perhaps by fome, be 
thought frivolous, and too light to be taken 
notice of here; but Curiofity, which negle&s 
nothing, will be my excufe. 

Aurelian, at feveral times commanded divers 
Armies ; Iikewife he was Tribune fucceffiveJy 
to a great many Legions, and he was Lieute- 
nant upon feveral occafions, to almoft forty 
Commanders and Tribunes ; that is, to com- 
mand their Forces for them in their ficknefs 
or abfence. He fupplied the Command of 
Ulpius Crmitusjb his ficknels, who was one 
that derived nTmfelf from Trajan, and was 
really a veiy brave Man, and much like that 
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The Emperor Valerian to Cejonius 
Jlbinus the Governour of the City 

of (fyfflf. 

WE fluuld be glad, out of our Love to e- 
verj individual Pirfen, who is faithful 
and zealous in the Service of the State, to allow 
tbtm much greater Salaries than what their place 
demands ; efpectaSy, when tbetr Lives render re- 
commendable the Honour that they pofftfs. Bs- 
caufe there ought to be a Regard, I think, had 
to Merit, over and above the Profits of a mere 
Commtfion. Bit the NeceJJitta of the Tublick 
make it fo at prefent, that 1 can give to none 
out of the Stores of the Empire more than their 
Order and tbetr Qu4xy requiret. Aurclian ts 
a Man of great Capacity and Bravery, whom I 
have appointed to tnfpeS and regulate all our 
Camps and Garriftns, My felf, and the whole 
Empire, by the common Confejfton of the whole 
Army, u jo much indebted to him, that fcarce 
any Prejents can be made worthy of him, or too 
great for hu Merit. For ts he not tn all refpecls 
lEuftrwus, and to be compared to the Corvinij 
and the Scipio's of former times ? He u the De- 
liverer of lllyricum. He u a Kefiorer of Gal- 
]ia> He u a Commander defervtng the Imita- 
tion of all the World. And yet 1 can add no- 
thing to the acknowledgment which ts due to the 
Service i of fo great a Perfon ; beftdes, what the 
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Condition of the fublisk Affairs, and the well- 
government thereof will permit me. You will 
therefore, dear Sir, take care to appoint for bit 
vfe, during his abode at Rome, per diem, 
fixteen Loaves of the befi Bread ; forty Loaves 
of the Camp-bread ; forty Quarts of Wine for 
the Table ; a couple of Pullets ; half a Pig ; 
thirty Pounds of Pork ; forty Pounds of Beef; 
one 6)ttart of the beft Oyl ; one Quart of 
other Of 1 1 one Quart of Pickle; Herbs and 
Roots as much as be wants. And to difiingu^h 
him, however., in fomething extraordinary , you 
may fupply bim with Forage for bis Horfes, as 
long as be /lays at Rome. To bimfelf in Mo- 
ney towards bis Expences, you jhaB give every 
Day two Antoninufles in Gold, fifty Philips in 
Silver, and a hundred Penies in Brafs. The reft 
Jhall be fupplied by the Officers of the Trtafurj. 

Thefe things may perhaps by fbme, be 
thought frivolous, and too light- to be taken 
notice of here; butCuriofhy, which negle&s 
nothing, will be my excufe. 

Aurelian, at feveral times commanded divers 
Armies ; likewife he was Tribune fucceffiveh/ 
to a great many Legions, and he was Lieute- 
nant upon feveral occafions, to almoft forty 
Commanders and Tribunes ; that is^ to com- 
mand their Forces for them in their ficknefs 
or abfence. He fupplied the Command of 
Ulpius Crmitus0k his ficknels, who was one 
that derived himfelf from Trajan, and 1 was 
really aveiy brave Man, and much like that 
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Prince. Aurelian and Ulpiui Crimtus have theft* 
Pi&ures both together, let up in the Temple 
of the Sun. The Emperor Valerian defigned 
to advance the latter to the degree of a Cafar. 
In the place therefore of this Perfon, Aure- 
lian headed his Army againft the Enemy. He 
beat the Enemy and re-eftablifhed the limits 
of the Empire, and took a great Booty. He 
enriched the Province of Thrace with the Cat* 
tel, Horfes, and Slaves that he took. He a- 
dorned the Palace of Rome with the Trophies 
of his Vi&ory. He brought in five hundred 
Slaves, two thoufand Cows, a thoufand Horfe, 
ten thoufand Sheep, fifteen thoufand Goats, 
into one place in the Country belonging to 
the Emperor Valerian. Upon which XJlpiut 
Cimitus publickly thank'd Valerian^ as he was 
in the Baths at Byzantium, for the Honour 
which his Majefty had done him, by giving 
him Aurtltan to be his Lieutenant, and at the 
feme time he refolved to adopt Aurelian to b* 
his Son. 

The Letter of the Emperor Valerian, where- 
in he fubftituced Aurtltan in the place of {//- 
pus Crmitusj was this. 

Mj dear Aurelian ; 

WEre there any Terfon fo agreeable to tut 
at jou, -whom I could [ubfiitute t» com- 
mand m the place of Ulpius ^initus, I might 
put bis Virtues in competition with jourt uptn tbii 
txcaftm. But, do jou undertake the War on the 
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fide of Nigeboli, that the Sicknefs of Crinitus 
may not create ut a prejudice. I da not aii you 
to do great things , but what you can ; the Army 
Witt be at your Command. Tou will have thru 
hundred Iturean Archers ; fix hundred Arme- 
nians; one hundred and fifty Arabians; two hun- 
dred Saracens ; four hundred Mefbpotamians, 
Auxiliaries; together with thefe, you have the 
Third Legion, and eight hundred Harfe in com- 
pleat Armour. Tou will be joyned by Hartomun- 
dus, Haldegaftes, Hildemundus, and Cariovi- 
ftus. The nectjfary Provifiont for you are laid 
in by the Officers in all our Garrtfons. Tou, in 
your great Prudence and Knowledge of War, will 
take care to Lodge your Men, Winter or Summer 
in places where they {hall want nothing; and 
alfo to find out the Camp of the Enemy, and to 
inform yomrfelf exailly of the Strength and Num- 
ber of them ; and to Jet tbst no wafie he made 
of the Wine, Provifiom, or Arms, in which con- 
ftfts the Force and Fortune of any War. By the 
help of God, 1 hope for as much Affiftance from 
you, as if Trajan wot living, the Publick would 
from him. Nor are you inferior to him, into wbofe 
Place and Trujl I have cbofen you. Jou may ex- 
pelt, that I fhai appoint Ulpius Crinicus and you 
to be Confuls the next Tear, from the 1 1 ch. of the Ka- 
lends of j u n e, in the places of my Son and me. Your 
Charges (hall be born out of the publick Treafury: 
For it is the fittefi thing in the World, to eafe the 
Circumflanctt of fucb Perfons as you, who wholly 
fpend themfelves, not in fttking your own Ad- 
vantage, but in the Service of the State. 



Henca 
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Hence we fee further, how great a Man 
Aurttian then was ; nor indeed does any one 
afcend the Empire in his Age, but who from 
his Youth, raifes hirpfelf gradually towards it 
by the fteps of Virwe. 

The Letter concerning the Confulfhip of 
Aurelian was this. 

The Emperor Valerian unto JEliui 
Xtfidius, the Keeper of the Trea- 
fury. 

YOU (hall give to Aurelian, whom I have 
made a Conful, towards his exhibition of the 
Games of the Cirque, heeaufe as great and as de- 
ferring • Man as he is in all Refpecls, be is foor, 
three hundred Antoninufles in Gold; three thou- 
fand little Philips in Silver, and fifty tboufand 
Sefterces in Brafs ; ten Vtfis of fine wrought 
Stuff ; twentj Linen Vtfis of the Egyptian Work ; 
two Pair of the Cyprian Table-Cloths ; ten Pie- 
ces of African Tapefiry ; ten Barbary Carpets ; 
a hundred Hcgs, and a hundred Sheep. Ton JhaS 
make a public k Entertainment for the Senator/, 
and the Roman Gentry ; and offer to the Gods, 
two greater and four lejfer Sacrifices. 

I have made fome mention before of the 
Defign of Ulpim Crinitus to adopt Aurelian to 
be his Son. I hope it will neither be im- 
proper nor tedious to infert, for the greater 
Honour 
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Honour of Aurelian, a more particular account 
of that Matter, according as I find it in the 
Ninth Book of the Afts of Acholic, who was 
Matter of the Ceremonies to the Emperor 
Valerian. 

This Ceremony was performed at the City P^ticu- 
of Byzantium, where the Emperor Pierian J^ 0 ™ 
being feated upon a Throne in the Baths, and j,™ 
the Troops drawn up by him, and the Offi- valerian, 
cers of The Court attending him, together 
with Memmins Fufcus, the Con fill for the Year; 
Babius Macer, the Captain of the Guards; 
JOuintus Acarius, the Prefident of the 
waiting on the right Hand of him ; and on 
the left, Amtdiui Saturnmus the General of the 
Frontiers againft the Scythians, Murenttui the 
Governour of Egypt ; Julius Trypbo, the Com- 
mander on the Frontiers of the Eajl ; Ma- 
cm Brunduftnus, the General of the Provifions 
of the Eafi; Ulpius Crinitm, the General of 
lllyricum and Thrace ; and Fulvius Boiut, the 
General in Rbatia. In this great Appearance 
the Emperor Valerian exprefled himfelf to Au- 
relian thus. 

The while Empire gives you thanks, Aure- 
lian, for delivering it from the Tower of the 
Goths, through you, we abound with Booty \ 
•we abound in Honour, and aU things, by which 
the Happinefs of the Roman Name is iucreafed, 
I give you therefore for the Noble Affims which 
you have, done, four Mural Crowns, five other 
Crowns of thofe that are for entring the Ene- 
mies Works ; two Naval Crowns t and two 
P Civick 
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Civick Crowns ; ten Javelins ; four farti-eolour- 
ed Standards • four red ducal Fefis ; two Gloaks, 
fucb as are worn by the Proconfuls • one Confular 
Rcbe; one triumphal Vtft ; one triumphal Gown ; 
a Mantle of State, and a Chair ef Ivory j which lajt, 
u the Mark of the Dtgn.ty of a Conful, far fo fap- 
pint you to be thts da) ; and l\i}iU write to the Se- 
nate to fend ycu the Ivory Staff and the Rods, which 
arc the other Erf.gns cf that Dignity. 

Aurehan, after his Majefty had thus (poke, 
approached to him and ksiTcd his Hand, and 
returned his Thanks to his Majefty in the. 
Words follow ing. 

I !ru'y,msj tt pleafe your mofl excellent Msjifiy, 
have therefore done and fufered all that bath been m 
my Power, and I have taken all tbe faint I could 
to ferve the States, cn purfoje that I might oblige it, ■ 
and at tbe fame time dtfebarge a good Confcience ; 
the Senfe "whereof, joyned With tbe Thanks of the 
State, is alone a Reward fvffcitnt for me. But your 
Majtftj bath dine much more, 1 give your Majefty 
thank* fir your Goodnefs, and I accept tbe Ccnjuljhip 
at your Hands. Tbe Gods grant, and particularly* 
cur a£ured Ged tbe Sun, that tbe Senate may judge 
a j kindly cf me. 

Then all th& Company complemented the - 
Empeior, and next Ulpim Crmitut ftood up 
and laid: 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

As it was antsevtly a Cuftom amongft the heft* 
tf eur Fore- fathers, t» adopt Per font of Worth and 
Bravery 
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Bravery to be their Sons ; thereby, eithtr id con- 
tinue their decaying Families, or to add a new 
Honour to them, by the means of fucb a worthy 
alliance j which bath particularly been done often 
in my Family, in the adoption of Ulpius Trajan, 
by Cocceius Nerva ; the adoption of Hadrian, 
by Trajan ; the adoption of Antoninus by Ha- 
drian, and ethers fince ; ft it u likewife my de- 
fire at this time, to adopt Aurelian, to be my Sett, He is a- 
ef whom jour Majefiy in your JVtfdom bath fo Aoptea 1 h 
much approved, that you have made him my U1 P IU! 
Lieutenant, and put him in my abftnee, to com- Crmitl 
mand my Army. Tour Majefiy may therefore 
pleafe te order it to pafs into a Lau>, that Au- 
relian be the Heir of the Name, Goods, and all 
the Rights of what kind foever, of me U'pius 
Crinitus, according as your Majefiy bath been 
pleafed to make bim alfo a Conful with me. 

The Emperor complemented Cr 'mitui in re- 
turn, and the Adoption of Aurehah was ac- 
cording to Cuftom ratified. What a certain 
Greek Author lays," as I remember, that che 
Emperor commanded Crinitus to adopt Aure- 
lian, becaufe he was poor, I muft leave to the 
Reader. I have faid, that the Emperor bore 
the Charge, of the Games, with which Aure- 
lion entertain'd the People, at his entrance 
into his Confiilfhip ; . and I did it for this rea- 
fon efpecially, to mark the Modefty of the 
Expences of thofe times, in companion with 
the Experices of others fince. For we" have 
lately feen the Games prefented in the Cirtjue 
hf Furitst Tlacidut upon his Coniulfhipi hi 



The Life And Reign of the Vol. II. 

which the Jockies and the Coachmen have 
had Efutes rather given them, than their pro- 
per Wages ; Cloaths of Silk, fine Linens, Hor- 
fes; at which fober Men have been much trou- 
bled, becaufe it looks as if the Riches of a 
Man, more than his virtue, had made him a 
Conful. And perhaps many a one, who for 
his Virtue deferves to be a Conful, would be 
ruined by fuch an Expence. But thofe chaft 
times are part, and by a popular Ambition 
which reigns amongft us, we depart from them 
every day more and more. But this alio I 
leave to the Reader. 

Aurtltan, raifed by the Reputation of fb 
many and fo great Charaders as thefe, ap- 
peared with fo much Iuftre in the Reign of 
Chudtm, that after his Death and the Death 
of his Brother gumtillus^z fucceeded upon the 
Throne of the Empire. There is a great dif- 



cermng the Death of Aurtlius, with whom 
the Emperor Gallitnus agreed to a Peace ; as 
whether he was killed by Aureolan, without, or 
with the G. der and Content of Claudius ; and 
whether .ie was killed by Aurelian, after or 
before he came to the Empire ? For in all 
thefe Queftions the Hifforians, and particu- 
cularly the Greek, differ from one another. 
However, it is, we are very fure of this, that 
the Emperor Claudius committed the War a- 
gainft the Scytbtuns, to the Care of none more 
than AureUan. 1 will give you here the Xefr 
ter of Claudm for that purpofe. 



agreement in this pk 
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The Emperor Flavins Claudius to 
Valerius Jurelian, v/iflheth Health. 

OXJ R Affairs at this time require your accu- 
jiomed Bravery. Be quick : Why Jbould 
you delay ? The whole Army is ordered to march 
under your CovduEt. The Goths are to be attacked, 
and to be expelled the Country of Thrace. They 
lie a great many of them about the Mountains 
Hamius and Rulla : They do much Mifcbief, 
being returned from the flighty to which you lafi 
faw them reduced. AH the Force s of Thrace and 
Illyricum, and all that Frontier I place under 
your Hands. Now let us have a firoak of your 
wonted Gallantry. My Brother Quintillus will 
be one that will join you. I am taken up with 
other affairs, fo that I entrufi this whole 
Matter to your Valour. I have font you ten Hor- 
fes, two Coats of Mail, and fucb things as it is 
fit you Jhould be provided with againji your 
Fight. 

Aurelian fought, and fo profperoufly de- 
feated the Enemy in feverai Batcles, that he 
did great Service to the Empire by it ; there- 
fore after the Death of Claudtui, he was by He is de- 
the Legions unanimoufly advanced to take his cUSdEm- 
place. Under the fame Reign, he fought alfo 
very bravely with the Sww 4 and'rhe Sarmatat l 
and he gained over thofe a moft flourifhing 
Victory. 

P ? Aurelian 
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Aurtlian foon after he was elevated to the 
Empire, had a War with the Marcomanni, who 
out of Germany making a fudden Irruption in- 
to Italy, in which, by a miftake, he did not 
take care to front them immediately in the 
beginning, whilft he was preparing to charge 
them behind, they laid wafte all the Country 
about Milan. However, the Marcomanni were 
overcome at laft ; but in the mean time their 
Ravages were a matter of great Confterna- 
tion to all at Rome, where the People broke 
out into great Sedition, out of an apprehen- 
fion that they mould fee the Empire torn in- 
to pieces again, as it was before in the time 
of GaMtnut. The Books of the Sibyls, fo well 
known for the publick Good done by them, 
were upon this occafion confulted ; and it was 
found, that at certain places there fhould be 
Saciifices uled, to ftop the Courfe of the Bar- 
barian ; in Virtue whereof, they would not have 
the Power to pafs further up into the Coun- 
try. This was done acordingly with all care ; 
the Barbarian ftopt upon it, and as aftervvards 
they were roving up and down in diforder, 
TbtVLit- Aurtlian came upon them and flew them. I 
coawnni will give you the debate of the Senate at this 
dtfeatcd, t j mS) concerning the infpe&ing the Books of 
the Sybils. 

Upon the third day of the Ides of January, 
the Senate being alfembJed , Fuhins Sabmus 
the Prarcor of the City of Rome (poke thus to 
them. 



Fathers 
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Fathers of the Senate, 

I Am to acquaint jou^ that it is tie fuggefiion 
of the Chief Priefis, as well as it is the Order, 
by Letter, of the Emperor Aurelian, that the 
Books of the Sibyls, in vthicb the Secrets of the 
Dejlinift are contained, be now infpetfed • in 
hopes thence to difcover by the Holy Will of the 
Gods, a means of putting an end to this War. You 
know very well, that as often as any extraordina- 
ry cafe arifes, it is the Quftont always to Infpetl 
thofe Books j nor have we been delivered from the 
Publick Evils, which have at any time befet us, 
but by following their Order, and by performing 
fuch Sacrifices , as we fad to be appointed us 
there. 

Then Ulpius Silanus, whofe place it was to 
give his Opinion the firft, ftood up and 
laid; 

Fathers of the Senate, 

IT is very Late, for us, at this day, to begin to 
confult about the Safety of the State ; It is 
very late for us, now to Confult the Books of 
the Sybils, when we know not what elfe to do; 
like fome fick Perfons, who fend not for the Fhy- 
ftctan, but in the greate(t extremity ; to which yet 
it is never good to trufi ; becaufe all Difeafes are 
the befi taken and obviated in the beginning. Ten 
may remember, Gentlemen, that I have often 
from this place told you, even then, when firft 
the news came of an Irruption of the , Marcoman- 
ni, that the Decrees of the Sibyls ought to be con- 
P 4 jdtedi 
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fultcd ; and that we fhould ferve our felvtt cf 
the ejijlancet of Apollo, and keep to the Pre- 
cepts of the immortal Gods. But my Motion was 
rejected, and that too not without a great deal of 
reproach from fome, who m flattery to Aurelian 
anfivtrtd , that under the Conduct of Jo brave 
a Prince, there was no necefiity cf confulting the 
Gods \ as if he did not bimfelf revere the Gods, 
and hope for the fuccejs of his Arms from their 
immortal Towers. In (hort, jou have beard bis 
Litter, wherein he legs the Divme ajjijlance, which 
it u never unworthy the greate[i Man to do: 
Therefore let the Priefts, with all Purity, Clean- 
r.efs, and Sanctity , prepared as well in their Minds 
as Hab::s for fo (acred a W ork, immediately re- 
fair to the Temple ; and with due Reverence pe- 
rufe the Holy Books , and examine what is the 
eternal will cf the Fates ; and we, on our parts, 
{ball not be wanting to perform tbt Sacrifices, and 
cbferve the Solemnity, which the Gods require 

The reft of the Senators in order, being 
askt their Opinions, they all, fome one way, 
fome another declared their Confent, that the 
The Book? Books of the Sibyls ftiould be conlulted, and 
<if the a- the A<a part for the Purpofe. Then to the 
g/* Capitol they went; the laid Books were ex- 
e ' amined ; fome Verles out of them were pitch- 
ed upon; then the City of Rome was Purgedfby 
Sacrifice; a Proceffion was made round the 
Gity, and the Suburbs ; the Verfes were Sung, 
and all the Ceremony whatever that was re- 
quired, was accordingly performed. 

Now 
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Now the Letter of Aurelian to the Senate, 
in which he put them upon the Gonfulting 
the fame Books, was this. 

I Admire, my good Fathers, that you have, fo 
long hefitated about opening the Booh of the 
Sibyls ; as if it was a matter that was referred 
rather to a Congregation of Cbriftians, who art 
the Enemies of our Religion and our Gods, than 
to Perfom Zealous as you are for the Honour of 
the one and the other. I would ieftre you to fet 
the Triers immediately and religioujly about it s that 
with the folemv Ceremonitt and Rites, which jhall 
there appear to be appointed, you may ajjijl your 
Trince, now labouring under great difficulties. Let 
the Books be infpeeled ; and what things are there- 
in required to be done, let them be dove. For my 
part, 1 (hall [pare for no Cofis. The Captives 
that I have of any Nation, and any of the Ani- 
mals of the noblefl kind, belonging to me, I freely 
offer for Sacrifices. It ss no hjjentng to a Vtclorj, 
to be affifted m it by the Gods. In the times of 
our Ancefiors, divers Wars have been begun and 
ended in this manner. I have writ to the Keeper 
of the Exchequer to disburfe , whatever the 
Charge is. Tou may command thence what Money 
you think fit ; and 1 am glad to find, that the 
Coffers are well provided. 

That which was the occafion of all this con- 
cern for infpe&ing the Books of the Sibyls, 
was ; Amlian had fufFered a great defeat-fi om 
the Enemy at Piacenaa ; and had it not been 
that after the examination of the laid Books, 
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and the performance of the Sacrifices by them 
required, the Divine Aid interpofcd to Con- 
found and Affright the Barbarians with Vifi- 
ons, Speirres, and Prodigies, which gave Au- 
rtlisn at length the advantage over them, the 
Vi&ory in this War might have been loft to 
the Romans, and even the Empire in danger to 
be fo too. For the Barbarians, by the means 
of the Woods, and the Faftneffes,. into which 
they threw themfelves, were otherwife too 
fubtil for us, and did fo annoy us upon occa- 
fion, that we mould not have reduced them, 
upon the fingle ftrength of our Arms. 

After the Marcomannick War was ended, Au- 
rtlitn came to Rome ; full of Anger and Re- 
venge, as he was naturally Fierce of himfelf, 
for the Seditions, which had there been raifed 
in his abfence. Though he was otherwife a 
good Prince, he fufFered his Paffions to tran- 
sport him bevond meafure, and to punifh fome 
things Cruelly, which might have been treat- 
His ex- ed with a gentler Hand. He not only put to 
terme Sc death the Authors of thofe Seditions, but alfo 
wntr " fome noble Senators; againft whom appeared 
but one vile and wretched Witnefs; when the 
matter of the Crime objected, was of fo flight 
a Nature, that a milder Prince would have 
contemned it. In fine, the fame of his Reign 
which had been hitherto great, and had juftly 
gained him many Friends, was obfeured and 
wounded by the marks of his exceffive Seve- 
rity. He began to be feared , rather than 
loved. Some faid, they hated him; rather 
than wifh'd his Prosperity ; others (aid that he 
was 
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was indeed a good Phyfician, but his Medi- 
cines were the bittereii in the World. After 
thefe things therefore, fearing again the mis- 
chiefs might be revived, which happened in 
the time of Gallienus, he with the Advice of 
the Senate extended, and new fortified the 
Walls of the City of Rome. He did not then 
extend the Territories of the City without .the 
Walls > but he did afterwards; becaufe this 
was a priviledge allowed to no Prince to do, 
but who by his Conquefts had added to the 
Reman Empire i as did the Emperors Aufrujiur^ 
Trqan, Nero; under which laft particularly 
the Pont us, Fotemoniacuit and the Cottian Alpes 
were fubjs&ed to the Obedience of the Ro- 
mans. 

Having finiflied what concerned the fecurity 
and ftate of the City, and of the Civil Affairs, 
he fet out from thence upon an Expedition a- 
gainft the Palmjreni in Syria ; where the Lady 
Zenobia, in the Right of her two Sons, He- 
rtnnianus and Timolaus, being Infants, and in 
Succeffion to Qienatus her Husband, Reigned 
as Queen of the Eaft, and maintained the 
Revolt of thole parts againft the Empire. t 
In his way, in the Countries of Thrace and ' 
Ulyricum, he fought feveral conh'derable Bat- 
tels with the Reliques of the Goths, and the 
Barbarians ; of whom he (Jew five thouland 
on the other fide of the Danube, with Cams- 
baudes, their Prince. He pafled, by the way 
of Byzantium, over into Bithjnia , in the 
LejJ'er A(ia : which Province upon his arrival 
voluntarily caft off the YoaJcof the Falmjrtni, 
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and yielded it felf to him. Many, as well of 
his Expreflions as A&ions, are great and fa- 
mous. It is not poffible, nor would I be wil- 
ling to recount them all here, becaufe it would 
be tedious. But yet fome few may be touch- 
ed upon, which may ferve to beget a better 
underftanding of his Virtues and Manners. 
Coming to the City of Tyana in Cappadocia, 
which he found lhut againft him, he (aid in a 
Paflton, I will nor leave a Dog in this place. 
This made his Soldiers ftorm it the more vio- 
lently, in hopes of the Booty ; till one Hera- 
clammon, who was the Governour of it, a- 
fraid that he mould be killed amongft- the reft, 
and thinking that he had no other way to fave 
himfelf, betrayed his Truft, and lufFered the 
Town to be taken by Treachery. Now Au- 
rtlian did immediately two things, worthy of 
a Princely mind ; in the one of which he 
Examples fhew'd an example of his Severity, and in the 
of bu Se- other, of Mercy. The firft is, he put to 
verity and fezth Heraclammon for betraying his Coun- 
Merc7 ' try. Then, when the Soldiers defired the 
total definition of the Town, according to 
his faying, that he.would not leave a Dog in 
it, by which they understood, that they Ihould 
have all the Plunder of it ; b is true, laid he, 
1 have [aid I would not leave a Dog in this 
Town, and fo kill all the Dogs : but he laved the 
People, and forbad the Plunder ; which was a 
great Action, and it was followed by as great a 
one of the Army : becaufe they were as much 
pleafed with the Wit of their Prince, as if 
he had given them really the Riches of the 
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City. Concerning Hcraclammort, Aurtlutn writ 
this Letter. 

The Emperor Aurelian to 
Mallius Cbiki 

IUave takenTy&m, and fuffered the Man to 
be killed, by wbofe, as it were, good Office I 
did it. I could not love fuch a Traitour. I wil- 
lingly let the Soldiers kill hint : becaufe how mid 
he be faithful to me, who feared not to betray hit 
own Country ? He is the only one of all the Be- 
fieged, who hath been fo ufed. I cannot deny 
but he was Rich. But yet 1 have given his EJlate 
to his Children : fffat none jhall pretend to fay, that 
it was to get his Money 1 killed him. 

The City of. Tyana was taken in this man." 
ner. Heraclammon betrayed to Aurelian a pri- 
vate place, where there was a Natural riling 
of the Ground, by which he might mount the 
Walls undifcovered. Aurelian did fb i and^iis 
Purple diftinguilhing him to be the Emperor to 
the Army without and the People within, and 
the People within feeing him upon the Walls, 
and concluding the Town was taken, as if 
the whole Army was with him, they were fo 
furprifed, that they laid no more but yielded. 

I ought not here to omit a thing, which is 
to the Honour of the memory of the Vener- 
able ApeBonm, who was a Native of the City 
of Tyants. Aurelian) ic is faid, was fenoufly 
{ome- 
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fometime thinking and fpeaking about deftroy- 
ing the place entirely by Fire and Sword. But 
as he was going to his Tent, that wife Man of 
' io known Fame and Authority, an Antient 
Philofopher, and a true Friend of the Gods, A- 
Afti iti- pollcnists Tyanxv, who is himfelf to be highly 
•»«... Apol- Celebrated as a God, appeared fuddenly to 
loDiaiTy- m Form, in which his Image is in the 
ansoj, femples a t this day, and fpoke to him thefe 
Words*. Aurelian, Why fnmld you think of Mur- 
dering my poor Cauntrymtn ? If you would Reign 
in Glery, abftxm, Aurelian, from the blood of 
tht Innocent. Aurelian be merciful, if you would 
Conquer and live your felf. Aurelitn knew the 
Vifagtt of the Venerable Philofopher again, 
becatifche had feen it beforeJn leveral Tem- 
ples. He was very much ftrnck at it, and inv 
mediately he returned to a better mind about 
his Treatment of the Town, and p;omi(ed to 
cred a Tempte to Afollovius, and to fet up his 
Image and Statues. This account is what I 
have received from grave Men, and I have al- 
fb often Read the lame my (elf in the Books 
of the Ulfian Library ; to which I give the 
more Credit; became I have a great refped for 
the Majeftv of Afollonius : than whom, what 
Man hath there ever been more Holy, Ve- 
nerable, llluftrious, and Divine ? He raifed 
the Dead to Life again. He wrought ma- 
ny things beyotid the power of Mankind, 
and his Difcourfes were luttable to his Acti- 
ons; which if any Perfon pleafes to know 
more particularly , let him Read the Greek 
Books, that are written of his Life. My lelf. 
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if I live, and if the favour of Apollonlus will 
affift me in ir, will give the World fome fhort 
account at leaft of the Adlons of Co great a 
Perfbn: not that they want the benefit of my 
Labour, but that things which are really to 
be admired, may be made univerfally known 
and famous. 

After the taking of Tja»a, Aurelian marched 
towards Antiocb; proposing to all that fub- 
mitted to him, Indemnity for what was paft 
At the Village of Daphne, which is near An- 
tioch, he gave the Enemy a little Blow, and 
fo came to that City. It, is fuppofed, the Pre- 
cepts of the Venerable Apcttonius had made 
an impreffion upon him ; for he ufed his Vi- 
ctory here with great Humanity and Clemen- 
cy. The next Battel was a General one, and 
for no lefs than the Empire. It was fought at the 
City of Emfla'm Phoenicia, againft theQuedtt 
Ztnobia, and Zabdas her General, durelians 
Horfe were fpent, and ready to run) when 
fome Divine Form fuddenly appearing to 
them , and encouraging them on to the 
Charge, they took the Example of the Foot, 
who all the while flood firm, till at laft they 
put both Ztnobia and Zabdaj to flight, and ob- ^enobia'* 
tained a mbft accomplifht Viftory. Emijfa rea- Army de- 
dily yielded to the Conqueror ; who no fooner/*W. 
entred into it, but he repaired to the Temple 
of Htlio£abalus> or the Sun, to acquit himfel£ 
of hi* Vows and Devotians, according tr> his 
Duty. But as he was there, the fame Divine 
Form appeared again to him which he had fSen 
affifting him in the Battel. Wherefore he there 
founded 
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fo^f^rl T^moles and made great Oblations. 
He / ry.'..i .-Kb a Temple to the Sun at 
Ron; f e xc-a-'f Jinary Magnificence, where- 
of + i (tail have an occanon to fpeak here- 
after 

Then hs bent his Courfe againft the City of 
talmyra, the Capitol of the Country of the 
People of the lame name, where Zenobia re- 
fided; that with the taking of it, he might 
put an end to his Labours in this part of the 
World. The Syrian Robbers annoyed his Ar- 
my often in his March, and did him much 
mifchief. But in the Siege of Palmyra, his 
Perfbn was fo far in danger, that he received 
a flight Shot of an Arrow. And the hot Work 
that he met with, is very plainly confefled by 
himfelf, in a Letter to Mucapor, thus. 

THofe at Rome deride my Expedition, and 
cry I male War againft a Woman ; as if 1 
lad to do with none but Zenobia, and that fix 
oppofed me upon her own Strength. But the cafe 
u the fame, as if the War was with a Man; 
and Feminine Fear, and fenfe of her Demerits 
makes her htfidet fo defperate, that (he is by far 
the worft of Enemies. It canot be exprejfed what 
Showers of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, fhe fends 
us j and how prepared [he » for ber defence here ? 
There is no fart of the Wall, that is not planted 
with two or three Batterers. She throws Fire at 
us out of ber Engines. In fine, jhe Fights not like 
a Woman, but with the Audacity of a Man in 
Defpair. However J truft, that the Gods, who 
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»fi/«r have I ten w)anting to our Endeavours, will 
fiill ajjjlt the Rons-sn Emfire. 

At lengch Awelian, fatigued and weary of 
fo troublefome a Siege, fent a Letter into the 
Town to Zenobia to require her to furrender, 
and he promifed her her life. The Letter was 
this. 



Aurelhn, the Emperor of the <%pman 
World, and the Proteftor of the v 
Eaft, to Zenobia t and thofe in 
Arms with her. 

""P HsAT which I require you now to do by my 
*■ Letter, you outfit ajjuredly to have done of 
pur own Motion. I order you to Surrender, and 
I fromife you your Lives, with impunity : Tou 
Zenobia, and your Children, (hall only be o- 
bliged to lead your Lives there, where I, with 
we advice of the mofl Noble Senate, {hall place 
]M. Tour Jewels, Stiver, Gold, Silks, Horfes, 
and Camels, mufi be dtfpofed of to the Exche-. 
quer at Rome. The People of this Country of 
Palmyra flsall be preferved in their Rights. 

Zenobia receiving this Letter, wrote him Uaughty 
back an Anfwer, which was more Haughty, mind of 
and more Proud indeed than the Condition of Zenobia, 
her Fortune required : But I fuppofe it might 
>s to amufe him* Her Letter was this. 

Zenobia 
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Zmoha the Queen of the Eaft, to 
the Emperor Aurdian. 

NO Man ever, before you, defired what you 
Jo, by a Letter, Bravery is the way U 
effect -whatever is to be done in War. Tou fro- 
pojs my Surrender ; as if you can be ignorant, 
that tbe Queen Cleopatra cbofe her Death, ra- 
/ ther than to live in whatever Quality under Au- 

guftus. The Succours of tbe Perrians are on their 
Mrs cb to us- We expel them daily. The Sa- 
racens are fir us. The Armenians are for us. 
The Syrian Robbers have beaten your Army, 
Aurtlian, already. What then will become of 
you, uh.n that Force artives, which is exfeclei 
by us, J rem all parts ? Doubt lefs you will change 
your Countenance , and lay ofiAt that Pride, with 
which ycu now fo absolutely Command me to 
Surrender, as of you were tbe Conqueror of the 
Urtiverfe. 

Zer.obta Dilated this Letter herfelf in the 
Syriack Language ; Nuomacbut fays, that he 
Tranllated it out of that Language into the 
Greek ; the other Letter of Aurehan was fent 
in the Greek. 

Aurtlian did not Blulh when he read "Lena- 
bias Letter; bur he was Angry , and imme- 
diately ordered his Army and his Officers up-.m 
a General Aflault. He left nothing undone 
to reduce her, that could be thought upon by 
a brave 
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a brave Man. He Intercepted the Sbccours, 
which were fent to her from the Per/iant. The 
Saracen and the Armenian Troops he Beat, 
and partly by his AddreG, and partly by the 
force of his Arms, he brought them over to 
his own fide. After many Fights, with great 
difficulty, he overcame this raoft Potent Lidy 
atlaft; who was making her efcape upon 
Dromedaries into Perfia, when Aurelian lent 
a Party of Horfe after her, and took her Pri- 
foner. 

This Victory gave Aurelian the Pofleflion of 
all the Eaft. He had at once Zenobia, the Per- 
[tans, the Armenians, and the Saracens, his 
Prifoners; in which he did not a little Pride 
himfelh And then it was, that all thofe fine n?spo*i 
Veftments befet with Jewels, which we fee ^ eno * 
in the Temple of the Sun at Rome, thole !3 ' 
Verjian Banners with Dragons, thofe Perpan 
Tiara's, and a fort of Purple fo fine, that the 
like hath never been fince feen in the Reman 
Empire, were all taken by Aurelian. You may 
remember, that there was in the Temple of 
the moft excellent and mod high Jupter, in 
'he Capitol, a little Cloak of To very fine a 
Purple, that when the Matrons and Aurehzn 
himlelf in Perfon compared with it the Pur- 
pies which he and they wore, it lodkt with lb 
Divine a Light, that theirs were but like Alhes 
to it. Aurelian, and afterwards th.; Emperor* 
hobus and Diecleftan, efpecially the latter, with 
great care fent into Perfta Dyers, on purpofe 
to find out how this Purple was made. But 
they could not do it. It is an Indian Vermi* 
Cx i lion" 
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lion, they fay, that Dyes it,when it is well pre 
pared. 

But to the Purpofe. Zenobia being taken 
all the Army called for Jufhce upon her 
Aurtiizn thought it unhandlbme to kill a 
Woman. He put to death feveral that had beer 
her Abettors in beginning, making, and con 
tinning the War ; but for her, he reierved her 
to adorn his Triumph, and to make her a Spe- 
ctacle to the Eyes of the People of Romj. A- 
mongft the reft, whom he killed, the Philo- 
fopher CaJJius Longmus was much to be la- 
mented. He had been Zenohias Matter, to 
teach her Greek : tha,t which provoked Ann- 
Uan to cut him off, was, becaule he knew, 
that it was by his Counfel that Zenobia had di- 
ctated that haughty Letter in the Syriack, 
which hath been mentioned here above. 

The Peace of the Eaft being EftabliftieJ, 
Aurclun returned a Conqueror to Europe, tit 
gained a Victory in his pahage over the Carpi: 
for which the Senate in his abfence would 
have given him the Title of Carpicus : but it 
being a word of an ill , and a diminutive 
found , in companion w ith thole other of 
GctbicHs, SarmaticM , Armeniacus, Partition, 
and AJiabenicus i which denoted him Con- 
queror of the Gotbs, Sarmatians , Armenians 
Fartbians, and part of the Ajjjriant ; he re- 
jected the Title of Carpicus ; and immediately 
lent the Senate word, that they might as well 
call him Carptfculus, as Carpicus ; for he liked 
the one no better than the other; Carpifcaks 
is Laun for a lort of a Slipper. 
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It is rare, and a hard thing for the Syrians 
to keep their Faith. No fooner was Aurelian 
imployed about the Affairs of Europe, but the 
Talmyreui, who were fo very lately, and io The Pal- 
well Beaten, broke out into another Rebelli- m y r «ii 
on. They killed Sandarion, whom he had left V* 
Governour of Palmyra, and fix hundred Ar- ver Jy' 
chers, that were in Garrifon with him; de- handled. 
figning to fet up one AchilUus, a Kinfman of 
Zenobia, for the Empire anew. Bat Aurelian 
was not (o engaged, but immediately upon 
the news he quieted Europe, and returned to 
Palmyra again ; where he punilbed them, (hall 
I fay, as they deferved ; or rather to an ex ; 
cefi: How ftverely he ufed them, he confef-* 
fes himlelf in this Letter. 

The Emperor Aurelian to Car- 
I - ron'ms $ajfus. 

WE have had enough of the Blood of the 
Palmvreni : you (hall forbid the Soldiers 
to draw their Swords upon them more. We have 
not [pared Women, nor Infants^ nor the Aged, 
m the? eaf ants. So few. of are left, will, I he- 
luve, take warning by fuch a general Correction. 
Wemuft (part tbofe, or to whom Jhall we leave 
the Town and Country to he Cultivated? The 
Temple of the Sun, which is in that Town, and 
"vbicb the Officers and others of the third Legion 
plundered, 1 would have to he rejlored to the fame 
condition in which it was. Tou will have three 
Q,? hundred 
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hundred found of Gold out of the Coffers of Ze- 
nobia, and the weight of 1820 pound of Silver, 
and amongfi the Booty, the Jewels and Precious 
Stones of the Queen. Out of all thefe, therefore 
let the Tt.ttple be well adorned ; in which you will 
do a mofl grateful fervice both to the Immortal 
Gods, and mi\ and my felf will write to tht 
Senate, to dtfire them to fend a Priefl, to Dedi 
cat e the faidTemple. 

This Letter mews how fully he had fatiatec 
his Cruelty upon them. 

Securer now therefore of the State of th< 
Eaft, than ever, he returned the fecond tim< 
back to Europe ; and with his accuftomed Bra 
very he defeated all the Parties of his European 
Enemies, that came in his way. He was ven 
adive about the Affairs of ttrace, and the Pub 
Firtnui lick Good, when one Ftrmus arofe in Egypt 
euttfd. w h 0 , not letting himfelf up as an Emperor 
pretended to make that Province rather a Free 
State. Aureltan made no delay to oppofe thi 
evil. Nor did his wonted Succels abando: 
him. For he prefently recovered Egypt a 
gain. 

Gallia continued as yet in its Revolt frorr 
the Empirejand in the Hands of Tetricus : whicl 
A*relian i as he was naturally Fierce, and ft] 
of Defigns, not being able with Patience t< 
bear, he turned his Head to the fide of th 
Tetncui Weft ; where Tetricus weary of Commands 
}itL:. a Y'itious and an lnfblenc Army, yielded botl 
hjmfelf, and his Army frankly to him. 

Thi 
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The Peace of the Weft did conclude Aure- 
relian rhd entire Matter of all the Roman 
World Every part of it now was reduced 
to hun ; and Co he took his way to the City of 
Rome, to Celebrate a Solemn Triumph, .at 
once over Zenobia and Tetrscu), that is. the 
Eaft and the Weft. " 

It will not be amifs to know the manner of 
the Triumph of Aurelian ; for k was a very 
Noble one. There were three Chariots of Manner 
State , worthy of the Magnificence of the °f Aure- 
greateft Kings. The firft was the Chariot Ham 1W- 
of Odenatui, curioufly wrought and.diftinguifli- Umf 
ed with Silver, Gold, and Jewels. The next 
was a Chariot of the King of Perjia which was 
equally Fine. The third was Zenob'ta % Cha- 
riot, which (he had made for herfelf, in hopes 
to make her Entrance into the City of Rome 
with: nor was (he miltaken. For (he did (oj 
but it was in the Quality of a Captive, and 
both her Chariot and (he were led inTriumph. 
There was a fourth Chariot drawn by four 
Stags, fuppofed to be the Chariot of the King 
of the Got bs. In this Chariot, Aunlian Rode 
to the Capitol, to Saaince there thofe Stags, 
which together with the Chariot, when he 
took them, he had vowed to the moft excel- 
lent and moft mighty Jupiter. The(e Chari- 
ots were preceded by twenty Elephants, and 
two hundred tamed Wild Beads of feveral 
kinds, out of the Countries of Libya and ta- 
urine ; all which Aurelian gave afterwards a- 
way amongft particular Perlons. There were 
four Tygers. The Chamoifes, Elks, and o- 
Q, 4 ther 
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ther fach Beafts followed in order. There 
were eight hundred couple of Gladiators 
Then followed the Captives of the Barbarian 
Nations; as Ethiopian, Arabians, lniians r Ba- 
Snans, G tor giant, Saracens, Terfians » every 
one with their feveral Offering's : there were 
alio Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, Franki 
Sueves, Vandals, and Germans ; all which Ca- 
ptives were chained by the Hand to one ano- 
ther : together with whom were the chief, thai 
were left alive, of the City of Palmyra ; and 
alfo a parcel of Egyptians, becaufe of the late 
Rebellion in Egypt. There were ten Women 
Captives, led in the like manner, in this Pro- 
ceffion: they were taken fighting in Men' 
Habit amongft the Gttbs i when many other: 
of them, at the fame time were killed. Th( 
Infcripnon over them, as all thefe Nations hac 
their feveral Names and Infcriptions put up 
fpokethemtobeof the Race of tha Amazon: 
Then came Tetricm, well dreffed in a Scarlei 
Robe, and a fort of a Pale-gold-colourec 
Tunick, and his Breeches of the Mode ol 
the Gauls. By him marched his Son, whom 
he had declared Joynt-Emperor with him in 
Gallia. And next marched Zenob'ta. She 
was adorned with Jewels, and her Chains 
were of Gold, wjth Perfons to bear them 
up. The Crowns of the Vanquifhed Nati- 
ons in Gold, were difplayed and carried in 
the Proceffion. Then marched the People 
of Rome, with all the Srandards of the Colleges 
and the Camps, the Cuiraffiers, the Train of 
the Court, all the Army, and likewife the Se- 
nate; 
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natei but die Senate was a little concerned 
to fee one of eteir own Body, whuh TetrUus 
was, led in Triumph. However it is, all to- 
gether added much to the magnificence of the 
Pomp. It was almoft th>«e of the Clock be- 
fore the Proceffion to the Capitol was over ; 
and late before they went from thence ro tiie. 
Court- The next, and the other days follow- 
ing were fpent in the pleafures of the Plays of 
the Stage, the Races of the Cirque, the Chafes 
of Wild Beafts, the Figljts of the Gladiatoifs, 
and the Encounters or Fights of Galhes, in 
the Amphitheatre, reprefenjed failing there as 
upon a Sea* 

It is not, I think, to be omitted, what oiar 
Hiftories do often take notice of, and every one 
remembers, that when Aureliankt out upon the 
Oriental War againfl Zenckia, he promifed to 
give the People, if he returned a Conqueror, 
Crowns of two pound weight. The People 
willingly underftood him of Crowns of Gold. 
But AureUan neither could, nor would be fo 
liberal. He gave them every one Loaves of 
the whiteft Bread of that weight, made in the 
form of Crowns ; which he continued all his 
life, to them and their Children daily. He 
diftnbnted alio Portions of Pork amongft 
them, and this is done to this day. 

Aurehan made feveral Laws, which were all 
Good and Wholefome. He augmented the 
Revenues of the Priefts : he founded a Temple 
to the Sun i and fet out Salaries for the fup- 
portof the Priefts that Ihould ferveit and for 
' the Repairs of it, and for its other inferior Mi- 
nifters. After 
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After thefe things he went intoGallta, and 
raifed the Siege of the City of Ausburgb, which 
the Barbarians had formed. From thence he 
returned, and came into lllyricum\ where 
having provided himfelf with rather a Valiant, 
than a Numerous Army, he declared War a- 
gainft the Ptrjiant ; over whom he had re- 
ceived a very notable Victory, at the lame 
time that he overcame Zenokia, who was their 
Ally. But as he was upon his march to ad- 
vance his Enterprife, at a Caftle called Cam- 
fhrurium, which is in Romania, betwixt the Ci- 
ties of Heraclia and Byzantium, through the 

Death of Treachery of his Secretary, and by the Hand 

Aurclun. Q f Mmeafuir,hc was killed. 

The occalion of his Murder, and in what 
manner it was brought about, that a matter 
of that Moment may not be concealed, I will 
tell you in fhort. Ic cannot be denyed, but 
that Aurtlian was a Severe, Truculent, and a 
Sanguinary Prince. His Severity had tran- 
fported him fo far, as to kill his own Sifters 
Daughter, for no great nor fufficient caufe 
neither ; which was the firft thing that brought 
an odium upon him amongft his Friends. As 
Fate would have it, it happened, that he had 

Toe Plot one Mncjibeus, to be his Secretary ; who, fome 

"f^j 3 "^ fey> was his late Slave, made Free. Aurtlian, 
upon I know not what fufpicion of lome- 
thing, had threatned this Man, which made 
him his Mortal Enemy. For knowing that 
his Mafter neither u(ed to threaten to no pur- 
pofe, nor to forgive very eafily, where be once 
threatned, he writ down a lift of the Names 
of 
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of fuch Perfons, as he knew Aurelian had a 
real diftafte againft > and at the fame time he 
intermixt it with' the Names of others, of 
whom Aurelian never had the leaft fufpicion, 
which mould make him hate them, and a- 
mongftthe reft, he added his own, to give the 
greater Credit to his concern for the common 
lafety, in which himfe'f was involved. When 
he had done this, he went and read the lift to 
all thofe, whofe names were there, and told 
them, that it was what he had priv?tely found 
upon Aurelian, and it fhews, that Aurelian was 
refolved to kill them all, and therefore, if 
they were Men, they ought to look to their 
Lives. The one party, who knew themfelves 
to have contracted Aurelian^ anger by what 
they had done, were fpurred on by their fears 
to believe the matter and to prevent Aurelian 
if they could. The other, who had ever been 
kind andferviceabletohim, and haddeferved 
no fiich ufage from him, were incenfed at his 
fuppofed Ingratitude. So mingling their Com- 
plaints and Sorrows together, the one with the 
other , they fell upon him fuddenly at the 
place before-mentioned upon the Road, and 
killed him. 

This was the end of the Emperor Aurelian. 
A Prince, not properly fo good, as his Reign 
was of ufe, and neceffary to retrieve the Re- 
pofe of the Empire. When the matter after- 
wards came to be difcovered, how fraudulent- 
ly the Confpiracy was procured to kill bim, 
the Perfons themfelves that had agreed to it, 
built him- a great Sepulchre, and Dedicated a 
Temple 
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Temple to him, and fet up his Statues, at the 
place of his Death : And Mntftbetts was tied 
to a ftake, and given to be devoured by Wild 
Beafts ; which is fignified upon the place by 
Marble Statues of Adnefibeui, done in the Ha- 
bit in which he was executed, and fet up on 
each fide of the Sepulchre of J ur el tan. 

The Senate regretted his Death very much, 
and the People of Rome more ; who commonly 
faid, chat Aureltan was the Tutor of the Se- 
nate. He reigned fix Years, wanting a few 
Days: and for his great A&ions was dei- 
fied. 

Not to omit any thing, that I meet with in 
Hiftory that relates to ,him ; many fay, that 
Death of £ui*tillut the Brother of CUuJius, who when 
Quintit- the News came to him of the Death of CUu- 
In*. iiut, was in a Garrifon in Italy, affumed the 
Empire, upon that News, to fucceed his Bro- 
ther. But when afterwards he found, that 
Aureltan was chofen-Emperor by all the Army, 
and that when he harangued agiinft the pre- 
tences of Aurtl'tan to his own Soldiers, they did 
not much care to hear him, he cut his Veins 
himfelf, and died the Twentieth day of his 
Reign. 

A*rdian did this Service to the whole Em- 
pire ; that he purged away all profefled Lewd- 
nefi, Irreligion and wicked Arts. He cleared 
it of Factions. His Juftice purfiied the falfe 
Moniers or Coiners, who to defend themfelves, 
joyned together in a Body, and made a fort of 
a War, under the encouragement of Felieijfi- 
mm a Receiver, within, the Walls of Rom. But 
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Aurelian reduced them with a high hand ; it 
coft him the Lives of (even Thoufand of his 
Soldiers to do it ; upon which occafion he wife 
tins Letter to his Father (by Adoption) VU 
pus Crmitm, who was then the third time 
Conliil. 

The Emperor Aurelian to his Father, 
Ulpius Crinitut. 

AS if it is in a manner my Fate, to meet with 
aggravations of difficulties in every thing 
that I enterprife, a Sedition within the Walls of 
Rome bath rifen to a very fad War. 7 be Nlo- 
niers, or falfe Coiners, at the fuggeftion e/'Feli- 
ciffimus, the laft of Slaves, whom I made a 
Receiver of the Exchequer, pretended to rebel. 
They are fupprefed, but with the lofs of Seven 
Theufavd of my Men killed by them ; fo that I 
may fee, I have no Victory given me by the im- 
mortal Gods, which does not coft me dear. 

Aurelian, tho' he had made7erw«r a fubjeft 
of his Triumph, bellowed upon him afterwards 
the Government of the Province of Lucania 
in Italy, and continued his Son in the Senate. 
The Temple which he built to his particular 
Deity, the Sun, was moft magnificent. He Wis pub- ' 
extended the Walls of the- City of Rome fo,\that M Ma- 
that they were alm«ft fifty Milea.m: eompafs. ~ na & e ' 
He was a fevere Enemy to Delators and hlGs vle " t} ' 
Accufers of the Innocent. The publidc Regi- 
fters 
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fters of Profcriptions and Forfeitures to the 
Exchequer, he ordered for the common Se- 
curity, to be burnt in the Forum of Trajan ; 
and he granted an Aft of Amnefty, for the 
part Offences committed againft the State, the 
Example whereof was taken from that of the 
Athenians, which Cicero mentions in his Vbilip- 
fich. The Magiftrates. of the Provinces who 
appeared to be guilty of Bribery and Extor- 
tion, he feverely profecuted, not with regard 
to them, or himfelf as Soldiers, but he laid 
upon them greater and more tormenting Pu- 
nifhments. He bellowed much Gold and Je- 
wels upon the Temple of the Sun. Seeing 
the Provinces of lUjricum and Mcefia laid wafte 
by the Incurfions of the Barbarians, he with- 
drew the Reman Forces and Subje&s out of 
Dacia, which Trajan'hid added to the Empire 
on the other fide of the Danube ; and relinquifh- 
ing a Country that he defpaired to keep, he 
planted the faid Forces and People, in Mx/ia ; 
and he gave the Name of the Atrelian Dacia, 
to that Province that now divides betwixt the 
Upper and Lower Mcefia. It is faid, that he 
wasfb cruel, as to charge feveral Senators with 
pretended Treafons and Confpiracies falfly, 
only to have an occafion to cut them off. 
Some add, that it was a Sifter's Son, and not 
a Daughter, which he killed. Others, that he 
killed his Sifter's Son and Daughter both. 

The Senate and the Aimy, what with the 
Gravity of the one, and the prudent Submiffion 
of the other,made a great Difficulty of choofing 
a new Emperor to fill the Throne, vacant by 
the 
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the Death of Aurelian. The Army referred 
the choice to the Senate, becaufe they thought, 
that they ought to avoid thofe, who had been 
concerned in the Murder of Co worthy a Prince. 
The Senate on the other hand referred the 
Choice to the Army, knowing that the Sol- 
diers do not always rake very well thole Em- 
perors, that the Senate puts upon them. This 
was difputed betwixt them three times, fo that 
for fix Months the Reman World was with- 
out an Emperor, and all Perfons in the inte- 
rim continued in their Governments and Of- 
fices, as they were before, excepting that the 
Senate made Falconius Probsts the Proconful of 
Afia, in the place of Aureltus Fufcus. It will 
not be unpleafant to fee the Letter which the 
Army wrote to the Senate upon this fub- 
je<5t ; it was this. 

The Valiant and Victorious Army, 
to the Senate and People *f 

AUrelian our Emperor through the Fraud of 
one Man, and the furpriz.ing Mifiake of 
a mixture of others, good and bad that were 
drawn in by him, is hied. Ton will pleafe, our 
good Lords and Fathers, to make ' Aurelian a 
God j and to fend us a P erf on out of your own 
Body, to be our Prince ; whom in your Judg- 
ments you (hall think deferves to be fo. For we, 



340 Tk' Uf e and Reigv of the Vol. IF. 

at (mtirnmg tbofethnt have either wilfully or ig- 
norant Ir been lei to commit this Fad, wtll not fujf 'er 
any tf tbcm to rctgn over us. 

The Senate met upon the third Day of the 
Nones of February^ and being fat, Amelias 
GordutHns the Conful motion'd them to con- 
tider this Letter, w^iich was arrived from the 
Army. The Letter was read. The eldeft Se- 
nator, who was to deliver his Opinion the 
firfc, was 7*«i»f, who fpoke thus. The fame 
who was afterwards by the Confent of all 
made the Succellour to Anrelim. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

WELL bad the immortal Gods confulted 
the Happmtfs of tht World, bad they 
made the Perfcm of good Men invulnerable ; 
that fucb as meditate ba[e Murder in their 
wicked Hearts, couj,d bave bad no Power, to hurt 
tbtm. Then bad life enjoyed cur Emperor Au- 
refcan longer^ who was one of the great eft ufe 
to our State; which after the misfortunes of Vi- 
icriaii, and the Luxury of Gal'.ienas, began to 
take breath again indeed under the Reign of 
Claudius \ but it bad been perfectly reftored to 
tts friflsve form by Aurehan, bad be kvtd, be- 
cauft Viclory every where watted upon bis Arms- 
He re pojjej/td set of Gallia; be delivered Italy 
ftcm tbt lnvafum of the Marcomanni ; he re- 
fcued Ausburgh from the Barbarian Take ; be 
recovered Illyncum and Thrace to the obedi- 
ence of the Romans ; be retaverei the £aft to 
our 
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our obedience-, which was fliamefully before eppref- 
fed and fold agajnfi us by a Woman. The Per- 
flans, while yet mfulting in the Death of Vale-, 
nan, he vawptifbed, put them to flight, and in* 
Jlaved them. The Saracens, the Blemmies, and 
Auxumita:, the Hadrians, the Seres, the Geor- 
gians, the Albanians, the Armenians, and even 
the Indians adored him almoft as a God upon 
Earth. The Capitol is enrich 'd with bit Prt* 
/ents, and the things which be gained from the 
Barbarian Nations. Fifteen Thoufand Pound 
Weight of Gold, of ha Liberality, lies aU in one 
Temple. AU the Janet in Rome (kmc by bis 
Gifts. Wherefore, Gentlemen r tHay 1 not jufily 
expofiulate with the Gods, why they have jper- 
mitted the Majfacre of fitch a Prince ; unlefs it 
is perhaps, that they would rather have him in 
■their own Number} I for my part vote htm a 
God, and I frefume , that all you will do the 
fame. But m for the EleSion of another Em* 
peror, it is a Matter in mj Opinion, to be re- 
ferred back to the Army again. For unlefs it were 
certain that the Perfon eleSed by us will be by 
them accepted, -it will both be dangerous to the 
tlecled, and bring an envy upon hit Friends. 

The Senate approved the Opinion of Ta- 
citm. But when the Army did parfift to fend 
to them again and again upon the fame fub- 
je&, they came at laft to an Ad, which you 
will fee in the Life of Tacitus, whereby they 
made Tacitus Emperor. 

Anfeltan left only a Daughter, of whofe 
Pofterity tfieM are forte fur riving at Rome at 
R this 
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this Day. The late Proconful of Cilicia, whc 
js of the Name of Aurelian, ■ and now live; 
fweerlv in the Ifland of Sicily, a Senator ol 
great worth, of an excelient Life, and th< 
entire Mailer of himfelf, is her Grandlbn. 

What fhall I fay now to obferve, that oui 
of fo manv Perfbns, that have fat upon the 
"Throne of Rome from Auguftut down to Dio- 
ilefian and Maximian, there hath hitherto beer 
Tee few i° f sw J that have been good Princes? The 
gic-dEm. good Princes were thefe ; Auguftus, Flavini 
fero-s of y e ftafian s Tttus, Cocceius Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
Rome - Antoninus the Pious, Marcus Antoninus, Sevirui 
the African, Alexander Severus the Son ol 
Alammaa, Claudius and Aurelian. It is true, 
Valtrtan was another good Prince, but ha wa- 
in all refpecte fo unfortunate, that he ought 
to be reckoned apart You fee, Sir then, how 
fhort the Number of the good Princes is ; fo 
that it was well (aid by a Jefter in the time 
of Claudius, that they might all be eafily drawn 
within the Circle of a Ring. On the con- 
trary, what a Series have we had of ill Prin- 
ces ! For not to mention the VittUii, the Ca- 
ligula's, and the Nero's of former Ages, What 
do you lay to the Maximins, the Philips, and 
that unfavory multitude, that drofs, that came 
up afterwards f excepting only the Decii, whole 
Lives and Manners were comparable with 
thofe of the Antients 

It may be asked, what it is that debauches 
Princes, and makes them become fo ill ? And 
trulv, mv dear Friend, I will tell you. Licen- 
tiouinefs, in the firft place ; then the Plenty 
* that 
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that furrounds them'; then evil Counfeflort, 
evil Guards, greedy Eunuchs, lewd or fbolim 
Courtiers; nor can this laft be denied, Igno- 
rance in the Affairs of. the Publicfc I aflurb 
you, I have heard it from my Father, that 
the Emperor Dioclefian hath faid, when he li- 
ved privately at SaJona, after his refignitioh 
of* the Empire, That there is nothing nhre dif- 
ficult than to Reign well. For four or five Per* 
fons {hall cabaf together, to put upon the 
Prince, and tell him what is to be dorte; in 
the mean time, he who is fhut up at '< home, 
penetrates not into the Truth, and' is forced 
to know no more than they ten" him' ; and fo 
he makes Perfons Magiftrates and Officers, 
whom he ought to avoid, and turns others our, 
whom he ought to keep. In fine, as Z>*Wr/«» 
faid, for thefe are alfo his words, 'The Good, 
tit Cautious, the Be ft- 'Prince that is y is bought 
and fold. . Which I therefore rematk, that you 
may pleafe, &r, to obferve, that there is there- 
fore not any thing more difficult than the Are 
of Reigning well. 

.Aurtlian is many times accounteoviieither a- 
rnoogft the ill, nor yet amongft the good Prin- 
ces^ ibeeaufe Clemency, which ifi'thcfirft Ho- 
nour, of a Prince was wanting to. him. His 
exceffive Fiercenefs was a thing which dimi- 
niuVd his' Character with the Emperor Dio* 
defiant who, as he blamed the afpefity of 
Maximtnian, fo he often faid of Aurelian in the 
hearingof Verconius Herennianuj, who was Cap- 
tain of the Guards to him, that Aunlian ought 
rather to have been continued a General, than 
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to have been made a Prince. He laid alfo, 
according to Afcltpitdotas, that Am-elion once 
conlulted with the Drutdt of Gallia, whether 
the Empire was to defcend after him upon his 
Pofterity. Their Anfwer was, that the Pofte- 
nty of Clam dim ihould carry the greateft Name 
of any in the Empire And certainly the Em- 
peror Ctttfiamim is one of the Blood of Clau- 
dm, whole Line will one day attain, I doubt 
not, to that Glory, which was fore told by 
theDntidu But I only mention this in the 
Life of Awreltan, becaule the Confutation and 
the Anfwer was made by, and to him. It may 
feem perhaps wonderful ; as it is, I leave it to 
the Judgment of Pofterity. 
Tether Awfhan fixed the Tribute to be paid for 
cWio- ever by Egjft to the Ciry of Rmt, in Glafi, 
v^Aure- Paperi FiiXt Tow, Corn, Oyntments, ando- 
ther Merchandizes. He had begun to make 
a Winter-Bath in the Quarter of the City, 
which is on the other fide of the Tfhtr, be- 
caufe of their want of Water there. He had 
begun a great Work to bear his Name at the 
City of Otis, to the Sea ; which waj after- 
wards perfe&ed and made into a publick Hall 
of Juftice. He enriched his Friends with mo- 
deration ; letting them above the mileries of 
Poverty, and yet below Envy. A Garment 
of Velvet he never either wore himldf, or 
allowed, in the way of their Salaries to any 
of his Officers. When his own Lady defired 
to have one only Gown of Cloth of Gold 
and Purple, he denied it, and laid, Far bt it 
that wt fhould wtigb Gild again (t Hresd; be- 
cauls 
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caufe a Pound of filken Thread purple dyed, 
was worth at that time* Pound of Gpld. He 
had intended to forbid the Gilding, of Rooms, 
and the working of Gold into Ooafhs, and 
the Gilding of Leather, and the <$iM»ng of 
Silver. He laid, there it a greater Stack of Goto 
in Nature , than there is of Silver ; but the quan- 
tity of the Gold in faffing into the feveral ufet 
which it does, m Leaves and Tired, and AAelt- 
tngt, perifhei more than the Silver, and u more 
laviflted. As for Veflels and Cups of all Gold, 
he gave leave that any might ufe them, who 
pleated. Gentlemen, he gave leave to have 
their Coachei filvered over, which before were 
only adorned with Brafs and Ivory. He al- 
lowed the Gentlewomen to wear fine Purples, 
whereas before they went in flowered and 
raixt coloured Silks, or at the moft, fomething 
that was only a little near to Purple. He was 
thefirft that differed the Common Soldiers to 
have their Buttons gilt. He was the fir ft that 
gave them Linens. For before they bad only 
Ruflet Coats, which were adorned with fbrafe 
one, or two, or three, or fome five Trim- 
mings. He added the weight of an Oance, 
upon the Fond of the Tribute Egyp, to the 
Dole at Rome ; in which Charity, in the fol- 
lowing Letter he is pleafed to glory thus. 



R 3 The 



Tke Life and Reign tf the Vol. II. 



The Emperor Jjtrelian to Bavius 
Jrahiams, the Cornmiffionet of 
-die Stores for the Publick Re- 
lief. 

AMongfi other things, in which by the help of 
the Gods we have done good to the Roman 
State, nothing is to me a greater Vleafure 
end Honour, than that 1 have incrtafed bj the 
addition of an Ounce, the publick Vole of the 
City ef Rome. To make -which perpetual, I 
have accordingly appointed Officers in Egypt up- 
on the Nile, and others at Rome, to fee to the 
Importation of the Corn from Egypt. J have built 
up the Banks of the Tyber. I have digged the 
Channel deepxr. I have offered my Vows to the 
Gods, and it Eternity. I have cinfecrated theft 
things to the hlefftd Ceres. u your Duty now, 
mj good Arabianus, to take great care that my 
Orders it not iffued in vain. For nothing To me 
eon he more pleafant, than to fee the People of 
Rome with their Bellies full, and their wants 
fatisfed. 

Together, with the Oyl, Bread and Pork, 
which thefe People received by the Donations 
already eftabhmed, Aurelian was for giving 
them Wine, tor which he would have made a 
perpetual Fund by this means. The Country 
of Hetruria in Italy on the fide of Aurelta, as 
far as to the Maritim Alps, hath large Grounds 
which 
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which are covered with Woodsi but otherwife 
fruitful enough. Aurelian would have bought 
thele incultivated Grounds of the Proprietors, 
as many as were willing to fell; and he would 
have employed upon them Numbers of Per- 
fons, that were Captives, who fhould plant the 
Mountains with Vines, and the Product, with- 
out paying any thing to the Exchequer, lliould 
go entirely to the ule of the People of Rome. 
An Account was taken of the Lxpence that 
this Work would coft, and what quantity of 
Wine it would bring in. But either Aurelian 
was prevented by Death, before he could go on 
further with it ; or, as (ome fay, he was diver- 
ted again from it by the Captain of the Guards, 
who was againft it, and (aid, If tve find the 
People of Rome Wine, it only remains next that 
we give them Geefe and Chickens. Aurelian in Munifi- 
rhe time that he reigned.thrice carefled that Po- 
pulace with Largeiles. He gave them Tunicks Aurehsn - 
of feVeral forts, according to the Falhions of 
the Provinces from whence he had them. He 
gave them of the Linens of Egypt, and o- 
ther parts of Africa. He was the firft that 
gave them Handkerchiefs, which at the Pub- 
lick Shews of the Cirque they, exprefs their 
Applaufes and their Acclamations by, that is, 
fhaking and toffing them over their Heads. 

When he was at Rome, he did not love to 
live always in the Palace; he diverted him- 
felf much in the Gardens of Salu/l, or thole 
of Vomitia. The great Gallery which is in the 
Gardens of Salufi, confiding of a Thoufand 
Pillars, he adorned ; and every day fatigued ' 
R 4 himielf 
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himfelf and his Horfes there, for his Health, 
which was but indifferent. He caufed his 
Slaves and Servants, when they had done ill, 
to be killed or beaten in his fight ; either becaufc 
it kept up Difcipline, and made the Punifiv 
roent the more exemplary ; or, becaufe he lo- 
ved to feed his Eyes with the Cruelty. His 
Maid committing Adultery with one of his 
Slaves, he punifhed her with Death. Others 
of his Slaves, that committed things againft 
the Laws, he delivered over to the Authority 
o: the Laws, and the Publick Juftice. He was 
for fetting up a fort of a Senate of the Wo- 
men, orrsther for reviving a Privilege, which 
the Mations antiently had of aflembhng them- 
felves upon certain occafions. In which Af- 
ierr.bly, trie Pnefteflevhat is/uch as were by the 
Law devoted to the Sei vices of the Gods, had 
the preheminence. He forbad all Men, the 
wearing of Red, or Wax coloured, or White, or 
Green Shooes ; leaving it only to the Women 
to have fuch. He allowed the Senators their run* 
ning Fcot men, and the fame Livery as him- 
felf gave. Concubines of Women Free born, 
he forbad. He limited the Number of the Eu- 
nuchs, which the Senators bought, becaufe they 
were nien to a great Price. He had no Vef- 
fei or Silver in his HouhHoJd of above Thirty 
Pound weight. His Eating was generally of 
roarted Meat, and red Wine his Drink. When 
he Wis lick, he never made ufe of a Phyfician, 
bur cured himfelf chiefly by abftinence He 
gave his Wire and his Daughter no better Rings 
dun if he had been a private Perfon. He 
gave 
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gave his Slaves the fame Cloaths, after he was " 
Emperor, as he did before; excepting two old 
Men, Anttftbiw and GaUio, whom he treated at 
Gentlemen, and who after his Death were 
made Free by the Authority of the Senate. He 
was feldom prefent at the Pleafure of the 
Cirque, but he was wonderfully delighted with 
Mimicks and Jefters. (n it«e, Avnlim, ex- 
cepting in fome domeftick Seditions, had a 
very fortunate time. The People of Rome loved 
!nm. The Senate both loved him, and feared 
him. 
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AFter Aurelian, there followed an Inter- 
regnum for fix whole Months. Not 
occafioned by any Breach betwixt the 

Mmb: ^ nate °* Romt an£ * c ^ e Arm V ? but 0n tne con ' 
trary, the Senate deferred the Ele&ion of the 
new Emperor to the Army, and the Army de- 
ferred it again to the Senate, and the difpute 
betwixt them was grateful and very handlome. 
There was, as our Eldeft Annals inform us, 
formerly an Interregnum after the death of Ro- 
mulus t in the Infant-State of the Empire of 
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Rome. But the differences betwixt that Inter- 
regnum and this, are many. 1 For in the for- 
mer, till fuch time as a fit Perfbn was pitch'd 
upon to fiiccced the good Romulus, an Interrex 
was exprefly from time to time appointed to 
Govern out of the Senate: which then con- 
fiding of one hundred Members, each Mem- 
ber, whole Health did not difable him, took 
it in his courle to be the Interrex for three or 
four, or five days: So the whole Year' and 
more, that the Interregnum lafted, palled under 
the Government of the Senators ; who reign- 
ed one after another, all of them, from the 
firft to the laft, without diftin&ion, becaufe as 
they were all of equal Dignity, lb they Ihould 
all have an equal Tafte of the Empire. Like- 
wife during the Government of the Confuls 
and the Tribunes of the Soldiers, which laft 
had the Authority, but only not the Name of 
Confuls, whenever it happened that the Go- 
vernment was vacant, an Interrex was appoin- 
ted to A<ft, till fuch time as the Government 
was filled again. And though it may be ob- 
jected to this, That once, at that time, for the 
fpace of four Years, we had no Perfbns in the 
Chairs of the Conluls, nor any Magiftrates 
presiding in the Nature of them ; yet I anfwer, 
that there were then Tribunes of the People, 
endowed with fuch a Power, that the Empe- 
rors who have enjoy 'd the fame Power fince, 
have thought it one of the bnghteft Jewels in 
their Crown. Nor is it any where averred, 
that then there was no Interrex neither who 
a&ed befides thefe Tribunes. Becaufe our moll 
Authentick 
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Authendck Hiftories fay, that When after- 
wards the Gonfuls were re-cootiriaed, it was 
the hterrtx, who by his Authority fummoned 
the AiTerablies of the People to do it; and 
therefore there was an hterrtx then in the 
State. So that in this refpeft the State of Romt 
was never fo vacant, as it was after the death 
of AxTtlutn: For here there was a perfect In- 
terrtgm m without any btttrrex for fix Months ; 
whereas before the State was never without an 
Jmernx, io much as for two or three days. 

This was a rare and a difficult Conjuncture. 
It was no lefi remarkable, if we oMerre the per- 
fect Concord of the Army, the profound Peace 
of the People, and the venerable Authority of 
the Senate in all that ti me. No Ufurper ftart- 
ed any where up. The whole World waited 
the Orders and the judgment of the Senate, 
the Soldiers and the People of Rome : There 
were no Fears nor Jealouiies of one Perfon or 
other. Every one kept to his Devoir, and 
which is one of the beft Principles in the Con- 
dud of humane Life, in reverence to himfelf. 
The Temperament of Men was admirable, 
and made the Delay it (elf happy and worthy 
to be for ever remembred ; That thole who 
feek after Crowns, may learn, that Empires 
ought not to be rari&ed , but to be deferved. 

The occauon and manner of the Delay 
that was made, was thus. Axrtlian , as the 
laft written Life fhews, was killed by the Trea- 
fon of a wicked Secretary , who, as Fi&ons 
and Falfities go a great way with Soldiers, if 
they are told them either in their anger, or 
many 



Vol. II. Emperor Tacitus. 

many tiroes in their drink (though it is always 
next to a madnefs to believe them) drew in a 
Party of the Great Men of rile Army, by an 
Incredulity on their fides, into a Plot with him, 
to kill him. But all thefe Perfbns being re* 
turn'd to a better Sentiment, and feverely con- 
futed of their Error by the Army, it waif be- 
gun to be confider'd, whom next to makeEm> 
peror. The Army, who had ufed to fttpp 
an Emperor in a trice, hated thofe who had 
had a hand in the Murder of Aurelun, and 
who at the lame time were of the Top of their 
Body. So they fent to the Senate the Letter 
which you have in the Life preceding, where*- 
in they" dehred that the Senate would, out of 
their Houfe, make choice of a Perfon to be 
their Prince- But the Senate knew, that the 
Princes chofen by them, do not always pfeafe 
the Army, and they remitted the Choice to 
the Army again. This Was repeated To often 
in reciprocal Complements from one to ano- 
ther, that it was fix Months before the Senate 
came to the Ele&ion otlack*t, which was in 
the manner as follows/ 

Upon the 7 th. day of the Calends ofOSober, 
the Senate being met in the Curia PmtfilUna, 
Vtlius Cornificim Gerdiantk the Conful,- fpd-Ife 
thus to them : 

Fgtbtrs of tbt Senate, What vt have, often r«: 
f erred to jo* already, we r**ft now do it ^agojn, 
to eboofe m Emferor\ without whom, the Army 
tstmet well fib/lft longer, . and there is 0 Neceflfry 
*bkb otiipi muit Vtfidiu For the Germans 
bavt 
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have hroien into the Quarter on the fide of the 
Rhine, ami have fojjejjed themfelves there of 
Strong, Noble, Rich, and Powerful Cities. And 
though there u nothing mentioned of any Motions 
of the Perhans, ytt you may eafily imagine, bow 
light the Mtnds of the Syrians are, when rather 
than fuffer our Government, which is fe Juft, 
they have defired Women to Reign over them 
What fl,all I fay to you of Africa, of Ulyricum,' 
«/.^gFP c > and the Armies in all tbofe Parti? 
Hop long do you tbtnk can tbej fubfifi without an 
Emperor ? Whir ef ore, Gentlemen, go now about 
it, and Name one : Either the Army will Accept 
htm whom you (ball choofe, or themselves will 
cbooft fome other, if they refufe him. 

Tacitus was the Chief and Prince of the Se- 
nate, and to give his Opinion the firft. But 
as he was going to fpeak, all the. Senate pre- 
vented him, and cryed j 

We Salute Tacitus, our Emperor. The Gods 
fave you. We Choofe you. We make you our 
tnnce ; We commit the Care of the State and of 
the World to you. Toko the Empire, given you 
hftbt Authority of tbt Senate. Tour Place, your 
Life, your good Intentions deferve it. The Prince 
of the Senate is very jujlly to be created the Se- 
ver atgn. The Senator of the Ftrji Voice is defer- 
vedly preferred to be Emperor. And who is better 
to Reign, than a Perfon of Gravity as you are ? 
Who is better to Govern , than one that is fo 
hsewtng as you ? We think it if an Happinefs 
and an- Excellency in you to be Congratulated, 
That you have bun long a Private ttrfm. *2iut 
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who have gone through the Reigns of othtjf Princes, 
know hew to Reign jour felf. Tou know very 
well bow to Command, who have obfefved and 
judged of the Government of others before you: 

, Tacitus Anfwered: 

I am aftonifhed, Fathers of the Senate* That in 
the Place of the moll Valiant Aurelian, you are 
•milling to make fueb an Old Man Emperor. How 
am I fit, with thefe Limbs which you behold, to 
manage the Dart and the S fear, and to rattle it in 
Armour, and to be often riding in exact Form for 
an Example to the Soldiers^. Scarce can 1 fulfil 
the Duties of the Senate \ I am hardly able to do 
that, to which my particular Place confines me. 
Confider then more carefully , what ah advanced 
Age you take out of the Chamber and the Shade, 
to fend it into Frofis and Heats i Can you believe, 
that the Army will approve of an Old Man to be 
at the Head of them ? Think upon fome other, 
who will better anfwer the Expectations which you 
have of him, and let me be contented in a Privatt 
Life with this, That you have unantmoufly Loved 
me. 

The Senate return'd him thefe Acclamations. 

Trajan came prttty Old ta the Empire, This 
was repeated ten times. 

And Hadrian came Old to tbt&mpire. This 
was repeated ten times. i . ■ 

Antoninus the. Pious, came an Old Man to 
the Empire. Repeated ten rimes. 

Tou 
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Xou remmbtr that of Virgil, iEn. 6. 

Jneanaejue matt* 

Regit Rtmani : Or, The Hoary Head of a 
Ksng of tbe Romani This was repeated ten 

times. 

Who Gevemt better than a Man ef Tears ? 
This was repeated ten times. 
, We makt you an Emperor, not i* Soldier. This 

was repeated twenty times. 

Gtvt tbe Word only, and tbe Soldiers wtU Ftgbt 
it out. This was repeated thirty times. 

Tou are Prudent, and yiu have a good Brother 
Uving vmb jeu. This was repeated ten times. 

// * the Head that Governs, and not tbe Feet, 
did the Emperor Septimius Sracrus. This was 
repeated thirty times. 

We cbtofe yen for four Parts of Mind, and rut 
ef Body. Thiswas repeated twenty times. 

the Gods fove you, our Emperor Tacitus: 

Then they went to take the Suffrages of 
each Senator in particular. The next to Tacitm 
was Meeius FaUomus Ntcomacbm, who was of 
the degree of a Confiil. He being ask'd his 
Opinion, difcourfed the Senate in thefe words. 

Father j of tbe Senate, This moft Noble Houfe 
bath ever rtgbtlj and prudently conjulted tbe God 
ef tbe Stout: liar m there any Nation upon the 
Earth, from whom out e*[bt to txptS a greater 
fhare of fokd Wifdom, than from yon. But yet I 
- muft fay, That of aU the luftamei of year Wtfdm, 
there never v>m a Determination paft'd by you, 
more Grave and mm Judmm^banvfbat tatb 
been 
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been done in this frefent Affembly. We have 
cbofen a Perfon of an advanced Age to be our 
Prince, and one who may confult the Good of us 
all as a Father. Nothing from him that is im- 
mature , that is unadvifed , that is ill, it to be 
feared. We maj promife our [el vet a Reign of 
all Sobriety, all Gravity, and as the State -would 
in a manner have it. For he knows, what a 
Prince he hath always wifhcd to himfclf to have ; 
and he cannot give us a different one in his own 
ferfon, from what he hath defired to find m ano- 
ther. Certainly if we will refleft upon thofe Pro- 
digies of iU Princes of the Antient Times, I mean 
the Nero'/, tie Heliogabalus/, and the Com- 
modus'/, it will appear, that their Crimes were 
not more the Vices of the Men, than the Vices of 
their Age. The Gods defend us from having; Boys 
to be our Sovereigns, and Children to be called the 
Fathers of our Country ; who mujt have Makers 
10 hold their Hands when they Sign their Orders, 
and wiU be invited to make Perjons Confult, by 
the Sugar.plumbs and the Cakes, and every Chif- 
Jtlh Pleasure that » given them. Whet Reafon, I 
pray, is there to have an Emperor, who does not 
know hsw to take the care of his Reputation ? who 
does not under/land what a State is > that fears 
his Educator, is Commanded by bis Nurfe, and 
lies under the Magtflertal Lajh and Terror of the 
Hands of bis Mafter ? What Confuls, what Com- 
manders, what Magifirates ts he like to give us, 
when as to the Lives , Merits , Ages, Families 
and A&ionsof the Perfons whom be prefers, truly 
he under/lands nothing at all if them ? But why 
m I here drawn to beftow l Gentlemen, fo many 
S Words 
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Wirds upon this fubjecl ? Let us rather Congratu- 
late tie choice, which we have made of a Prince, 
who rs a Man if Tears, than to iterate thofe things 
that b~ve been bey end meafure deplorable to the 
Perjuns that have fuff'ered under them. I give there- 
fore my repeated Thanks to the Immortal Gods for 
this Choice. I offer the fame hkewtfe in the Name of 
the whole State. And to ycu, Tacitus, our Em- 
peror, It'.srn my ftlf t» beg of you, to befeechyou, 
to intreat you, generoujly in the behalf of our Com' 
rr.cn Country, that if it frail be the WtU of the 
Fates that jcu die whilfl jour own Sons are yet 
hut young , you would not make thofe Children 
Heirs, after ycu, of the Roman Empire ; nor in 
fucb a nature leave tbts State, this Senate, and 
the People of Rome, as if the firft was no more 
than ycur Villa, and we all your Tenants and 
your Slaves. Confidcr very well, and imitate the 
Examp'es of Nerva, Trajan, and Hadrian. It 
ts a great honour in a dying frtnee^ to love bis 
Country mere than his Jffut. 

Tacitus was extreamly moved, and the whole 
Senate (truck wuh this Speech ; and prefently 
they cryed, We M, All, fay the fame; and fo 
the Houfe rof>. They went from thence unto 
the F:eldof Mars : where Tacitus having place J 
himfelf upon the Tribunal, zAzlius Cefet'tanm 
the Governour of the City, lpoke thus to a 
General AiTembly, there met, of all the People: 

Gcnilemets Soldiers, and you the good Citizens 
and Commons of Rome ; Ton have here the Pfince, 
whom by the confeni of aS the Roman Armies, 

the 
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the Senate bath made choice of to fll the Throne. 
The moft Noble Tacitus, I jay ; who, as he hatb 
hitherto afftjted by his Suffrages to the good of the 
Senate, jo he is now chefen to do the fame by bis 
Command and Confutations. K 

The People cryed, All Happinefs to the Em- 
peror Tacitus. Jfc Gods fave your Majefty, and 
the like, as ufual. 

It is not here to be omitted, what federal 
have writ , That Tautus was in his abfence, 
and whilft he was in the Campagna, nam'd to be 
Emperor; which I cannot deny tobeinfome His un- 
mealure true. For as loon as the Rumour had billing- 
broken out, that he was the Perfbn intended n j{* t0 *f' 
to be Eleded, he retired from the Town, and fiJ,-„ 
went and kept himfelf two Months at Uaj*. 
But they fetched him from thence again, and 
he was prefent at this A<5t of the Senate, as 
altogether a private Perlon, and really did de- 
cline his Elevation. For that no body may 
think, that 1 have ra/hiy given Credit to the 
Teftimony of any either Greek or Latin Wri- 
ter as to this Macter, there is in the Ulpian Li- 
brary in the Sixth Apartment, a Book in Tables 
I of Ivory, in which this Ad of the Senate is 
! regiftred at large, fubfcribed by Tacitus him- 
felf in his own hand. It was a long time, a 
Ciifbm to Regifter fuch Ads, as concerned 
the Crown, upon Tables of Ivory. ■ 

From the Affembly of the People, Tacitus 
next went to the Camp of the Guards; where 
having taken his Place upon a High Tribunal, 
Mafus Gallicanus the Captain of the Guards, 
directed himlelf to the Soldiers in thefc words : 
Si My 
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My very good Fellow-Soldiers , The Senate 
hath given you the Prince whom you dejtred. That 
moft Noble Houfe bath readily comply 'd with the 
Will of the Camp. It u not for me to fay more 
to you, in the prefence of the Emferor him/elf. 
Therefore hear him, -who is our Mafier, attentive- 
ly, whdft bt jpeaks to you. 

Then "Tacitus fpoke thus: 

When Trajan fame to the Empire, it is trut, 
he was pretty well tn Years, and be was appointed 
by only one Perfon neither. But as for my felf, 
tn the fir ft place, you my excellent Fellow- Soldiers, 
who know what Princes you do approve of, ami 
tn the next, the molt Honourable the Senate hath 
adjudged me to thss Place. It Jhall be my cart, 
I will make it my endeavour and my bujtnefs, tt 
furnifn you, if not with great dtcbievements, jtt 
at leaf; with Counfels worthy of you and ym 
Emperor. 

He promifed them a Bounty and their Pay, 
according to Cuftom ; and the firft Harangue 
which he made afterwards to the Senate, was 
this: 

Fathers of the Senate, So let me ever in fucb 
a manner Govern the Empire, as that I may ap- 
pear to owe my Eletlion to you, by whofe Advki 
and Authority I have refolved to do all things. To* 
will therefore pleafe to Command and to Enjojn 
me, what you think to be for the Common good cj 
pur 
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your fehet, the Army, and the People of Rome. 
He proceeded in the fame Speech to tell them, 
That he refolved to fet up a Statue of Aurelian 
in Gold in the Capitol, with others of Silver, 
in the Houfe ofthe Senate,in the Temple of the 
Sun, and in the Ferum of Trajan. Thefe latter 
were accordingly Dedicated ; but that of Gold 
was not. In the lame Speech he provided, That 
if any Perfon publickly or privately adulterated 

| Silver with Brafs, or Gold with Silver, or Brafs 
with Lead, it mould be Capital, and Iofs of 

I Eftate. Alfb, that Slaves' mould not be Wit- 
nefles againft the Lives of their Matters; no, 
not in Cafes of Treafon. He obliged all Per- 
fons to have Pi&ures of Aurelian. He order'd 
a Temple to be built, where they mould fet up 
the Statues of fuch of the Deified Emperors 
as Reigned well ; and offer Sacrifices to them, 
upon their feveral Anniverfaries, the Birth day 
of the City of Rome, and the Calends of Jam 
nuarj. In the fame Speech, he defiied the 
Confuftiip for his Brother Florianus ; but the 
Senate could not grant it ; becaufe all the Con- 
tois, Ordinary and Extraordinary, that is, the 
Confuls for the whole Year and, the Conluls 
for every two Months had been already ap- 
pointed by the Senate. Tacitui was much pleafed 
with the liberty which the Senate took to de- 
ny his Brother the Confullhip, though himfelf 
had asked it ; and (aid, The Senate knows whom 
thej have made their Prince. 

He tum'd his Eftate, which was worth fe- 
ven Millions of Crowns, over into the Ex- 
chequer; and the ready Money that he had 
S % by 
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by him, he applied to the Pay of the Soldiers. 
He yvoi e the fame Cloaths as he did when he 
Knfub. v.-as a Piivats Man. H- put down the Publick 
lis aP.s Bawdy houfes within the City of Rome; but 
J; 0r " this could not hold long. He order'd all the 
Baths to be fhuc up before Candle-light, -for 
fear of Difturbances being committed in them 
in. the Night. He acknowledg'd Corn. Tacitus, 
the Reman Hiftorian , as his Relation , and 
commanded his Book to be fet up in all the 
Libraries; and for the more careful preferva- 
rion of it to Pofterity, he order d it every Year 
to be Copied over Ten times, and the Copies 
to bs repofed in the Libraries and in the Cabi- 
nets of the Ingenious. He forbad all Men 
the wearing of Velvet. He pulled down his 
late Dwelling Houfe , and order'd a Publick 
Bach to be built in its place, at his proper ex- 
pence. He gave a hundred Columns of the 
N-.'jratltim Marble , of three and twenty foo: 
each , to the City of Ofiia. The Poffeflion 
which he had in' Mauritania, he Afligned to 
the Repairs of the Capitol. His Table Place 
of Silver, which he had ufed in his private 
Life, he dedicated to the lervices of the Feafb, 
made in the Temples. He granted an En- 
f-anchifement to ail his Slaves that he had at 
Rc7n;„ of both Sexes, under the Number of a 
Hundred ; but no more, becaufe he would not 
exceed the ftint of the Cantnian Law. He 
Vi;s rr.cde- lived a very fober Life; never in a whole day 
rate Diet. d ra nk a Quart of Wine, and many times not a 
Pint. One P J!cr, a Swine's Cheek, and Eggs, 
fufficed for his Dinner, with an abundance ot 
Heibi, 



Vol. If. Emperor Tacitus. 

Herbs, and efpeci^lly Lettuces, in which ha 
paffionately indulged himfelf » becaufe he faid, 
that that was a profufenefs which purchafed him 
Sleep. He loved the bitterer Herbs ; feldom 
Bathed, which I believe made him the ftronger 
in his Old Age: Delighted extraordinarily in 
the curious- wrought Glades, and the feveral 
forts thereof, that are made in zy£gypt. His 
Breakfaft was never any thing, but a piece of 
dry Bread feafoned with Salt, and the like. 
He was a great Matter in Architecture. He 
loved fine Marble, and fhtely Buildings, and 
Hunting. In fine, his Table was Coarlo, and 
prefented you with no Rarities : Not with a 
Pheafant, unlefs it was upon the Birth-day of 
himfelf or fome of his Relations, and upon 
extraordinary Holidays. The Sacrifices, which 
he had offered in the Temples, he always re- 
demanded home, and order'd them to be eaten 
by his Family. He fufFered his Wife to wear no 
Jewels : He forbad all the wearing of any Em- 
broidery in Gold : For it was he, who had ad- 
vifed Aurdian to forbid the fame, and to for- 
bid the Gilding of Rooms, and the Gilding of 
Leather. It would be tedious to particularize 
in every thing concerning him, efpecially af- 
ter SuetontHs Optatiatms, who hath written his 
Life at large. If any Perfon be fb curious to 
know more, I refer him thither. As Old as he. 
was, lie read the leaft-wi ltten Hand to a Won- 
aer ; and he never intermitted a Night, but 
he either read or writ fomethmg, excepting 
the day after the Kalends of a Month, which 
he look'd upon as Unfortunate. 

S 4 The 
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The great Joy of the Senate, to bfl re-poflefled 
again of che Right of the Choice of theEmpe- 
ror.was fuch as I cannot forbear to mention, nor 
is it fcarce ever to be forgotten. They order'd 
Publick Proceflions to be made upon it, and 
even one promifed to offer a Hecatomb : They 
writ of it to their Friends, and not only to their 
Friends, but to Strangers abroad ; and into the 
Provinces, for all their Allies and all Nations 
to know, that Rome had now recovered its An- 
tiem State, and now the Senate chofe the Em- 
peror, and Reigned in a manner with him; 
and made the Laws ; and the Kings of the Bar- 
bsnatii were to fupplicate to the Senate, and 
War and Peace was to be Treated by the Au- 
thority of the Senate. Some of thefe fort of 
Le:te;s, for the greater fatisfadion, I will give 
you here, as follows: 

The moft Noble Senate of ${om to 
the M^giftracy of Carthage, lendeth 
Greeting. 

HP HE Right cf Conferring the Empire, and of 
Ncminating and appointing our Prince, which 
■we fray, that tt may ever be Good, Happy, For- 
tunate and Wholejome to the Senate and the "whole 
Dominion cf Rome, // again returned to us. To 
us therefore direff the Reports, •which yon make of 
things if great moment. Ml Appeals anfir,g 
from the Proconiuls, and other the ordinary Magi- 
firajes, are to be made to the Govtrnour of the Cff 
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if Rome.' Herein we believe, that alfo your Ho- 
nourable Body batb regained its Antient Dignity 1 
For this it the prime Order of things, which by being 
obferved in its proper force, will fre(ervt. all the 
refi in their ^Rights. 

The moft Noble Senate of Q{pme to 
the Council of the City of Trier. 

\ S you are and always have been a Free Peo- 
pie, we do not doubt, but you are Happy. 
The Authority of Creating the Emperor is returned 
to the Senate : Together with which it is Decreed, 
that all Appeals [hall be made to the Governour of 
tie City of Rome. 

In the fame manner, they writ to the Cities 
of Antioch, Aquileia, Mian, Alexandria, Thef- 
falonica, Corinth, and Athens : Thefe were the 
Publick Letters. The following are Private 
ones, from particular Senators to their Friends. 

Autronius Tiberianus to Autronlus Juftus, 
his Father, wiftieth Health. 

My Good Father, 

NOW it is for you to come to be present, and give 
your Suffrage in the Senate ; its Authority 
bung encreafed to the degree, of which it was in 
the former limes. We now make our Princes, 
Name and Confiitute our Ewperors; Therefore 
pray 
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pray he ttreful to recover your Health and come, 
and bear a pert with the Senate in us Anttent 
Glory. The Right of Creating the troconfuh, and 
ordering the Froconfular F 'r evinces , is remitted to 
%s • and the Appeals of all Magistrates and. Offi- 
cers are returned into the hands of the Governour 
of the dty of Rom J. 

Claudius Capedianu* to Cert ius Mczcianws, 
his Uncle, wifheth Health. 

WHAT we have always fo much vftfied 
for, we have now gained, gaod Sir. Tie 
Senate is returned to its Anttent State. We make 
our Prsnces, and dsfpoje of the Governments ef the 
Troconfular Provinces. Thanh to the Roman 
Army. Thiy have fliewn themfelves truly Ro 
manSj and have rejiored to us the Tower, -which 
hath been ever our due. Leave Baja, and Poz- 
zuoli, and y::tr Retreat there. Come to the Tcwn, 
tome to the Senate ; Rome Flourishes, and fo does 
the whole State. H't now app*:r.: our Emperors, 
Jf 'e make our Vrmces. We, 'who have begun to 
r.sske them, can difalliW ib:m too. A word to 
Wife is evcugb. 

I: would be too long to adjoyn all the Let- 
ters of this kind, which I have feen and read. 
I only lay this, that all the Senators were fo 
elated wi:h Joy for the return of their Antient 
Power, that in their Houfes they all flew their 
Sacrifices , and expofed their Images , and 
cloathed themfelves in White, and Feafted, as 
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if they thought, that the days of their happy 
Forefathers were revived upon them. 

All the Murderers of Aurelian, as well the 
better, as the worfe, after Tacitus was fettled 
in the Empire, he made it his bufinefs to pat 
to death ; notwithftanding the bafenefs of that 
Murder had been already revenged in the Exe- 
cution of Mneftheus, the chief contriver of it. 
The Barbarians on the fide of the Lake Maotis t 
in great numbers made an Eruption. But Ta- 
citus partly by force, and other means, obliged 
them to retire. 

In fine, the chief Glory of the Reign of 
Tacitus was in the manner of his Elevation. 
For the time that he lived afterwards being fo 
Ihort, what liberty had he for any thing that 
is Great ? So that what Cicero fays, That it is 
more for our Honour, to have it told, how a Man 
hath managed a Confulfliip, than how he came by 
it, it takes no place here. Tacitus dyed in the 
fixth Month of his Reign, fome fay of a Sick- 
nefs ; fome, that he was killed by the Soldiers. 
It is certain, that he was oppreffod with Facti- 
ons, and this vvork'd much upon his Mind and 
Spirits- 
He was both Born,and made Emperor in the 
Month of September: For which reafon, he 
had a fancy to change the Name of that 
Month to his own. His Brother Fknanus fuc- 
ceeded him. 

He fcarce gave the People of Rome a Largefs 
in all his fix Months. His Picture is drawn in 
five feveral DrefTes, upon a Table in the Houle 
ofthsQumtilii] in aGown,in a yeft,in Armour, 
in 
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in a Cloak, and in a Hunting Habit. The Pre- 
fages of his Reign were thefe. In the Temple 
of Sjlvmm, one in a Fit of Frenzy, in which 
thePriefts delivered their Oracles, ftretching 
out his Arms, cryed wkh all his force, The 
Oment «f turfk of Tacitus! The Purple of Tacitus ! feven 
*££f&! times. A Vine , which ufed to bring forth 
sndDeatb w j^ te Q raoeSj tnfi y ear that he came to the 
Empire, began to bring forth Purple- colour'd 
Grapes: feveral other fuch things changed to 
that Colour. The Prefoges of his Death were, 
That his Father's Sepulchre flew open of it 
felf; his Mother's Ghoft appeared in the day- 
time, both to him and to Plorianut, juft as if 
{he was Living. All the Gods in the Oratory 
of his Houfe, whether by an Earthquake or 
fbme other accident, fell down : An Image 
of ApoUo, which he and Ylortanta Worlhipped, 
was found laid upon the Bed, without any 
hand to put it there known. Thefe are things 
that a great many mention : But I conclude 
this Ufa 
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* he after his death feized upon the 
Empire, not by the Authority of the Senate, 
but of his own Motion, as if the Empire was 
to go to him by Inheritance : though at the 
fame time he knew, that his Brother was Con- 
jured in the Senate, that when he dyed, he 
ihould not bequeath the Empire, no, not to 
his own Children. 

I Hortanus had fcarce held it two Months, but Florianm 
he was killed at the City of Tarftu in C*/w», /&»'»• 
by his Soldiers » hearing that Trobm was fet up, 
and that all the Army had ^declared for him. 
Indeed Vrobut was fo great a Man in the mat- 
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(Here is but little to be faid of this 
Prince more, than that being the 
Brother of the Emperor Tacitm l 
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ter of War, that as the Army had chofe him 
fo the Senate wiihed for him, and the Peopk 
of Rome made open Acclamations to have 

Flonanus, though he had otherwife much in 
him of the Temper of his Brother, was very 
different irom him in this Ambition, and this 
Thirft foe the- Empire. He was profule be- 
fitfe, which his Thrifty Brother blamed in hiru, 
Thev both together reigned fo fhort a time, 
that they look almoft like two Interrexcs, 
a&ing betwixt the Reigns of Aurelian and 
Tubus. Their Statues were fet up at Terni, in 
Qmhia,. in Marble, thirty Foot high i and 
likewile the* Sepulchres did tbmetime ftand 
there upon their own Grounds ; but they 
were afterwards ftruck down with Thunder 
and Lightning, and mattered to pieces. 
I come in the next place to Vrobut : a 
C:rr.mtn- Pnnce, Conlpicuois at home and abroad;; and 
P-'bus^ ,n w ^ om are un ' ce d a U trio ' e g re ^t Excellen- 
cies, which Aurtlum, Trajan, Hadrian, the 
Automat, AUxandtr Sevcrus, and Claudius, di- 
vided amongft them. He came to the Em- 
pire with the concurrent Judgment of all Men 
of goodnels. He governed it moft happily. 
He extingmlhed the Barbarian Nations in 
their Incurhons, together with divers U/iir- 
pers who would have let therofelves up in his 
' time. He was worthy of his Name : which 
the People would have impoied upon him, if 
it had not been his own by his Birth. Several 
fay he was prornifedto the World in the Books 
of the S*l>jlt. Had he longer lived, he had left 
no 
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no Barbarians on the Earth. This Taft of Co 
great a Prince I give you here , left as we 
are dayly, hourly, and every moment fubje<a 
to the ftroak of Fate, I may dye, before I can 
prefent you with his whole life : which I (hall 
the lefs care now, if I do; becaufe I hav« fa- 
tisfied my Ambition, and my great Defire, 
thus far, to hogour his Memory. 
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IT is very true, what the Hiftoriaris Sa< 
lnjt, Cats, and Gtllim have Tometime 
faid ; that the Praties of all Men are 
altogether fuch, and lo railed, as thofe 
pleale, who defenbe their A&ions to the World, 
Therefore Alexander tbe Great of Macedm, 
when he came one day, and law the Sepulchre 
of Aebtlkt, complained and faid» Happj Youth, 
•who badftfucb a Herald t0 Proclaim tbet! Mean- 
ing timer , who hath fet otit his Virtues, 
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and formed his Character, wu:h the utmoft 
force of his Will. And*who, at this time had 
ever known of the glory of Pompty the Great, 
and his three Triumphs for the War of the 
Pyrates, the War of Sertorius, and ih<? War of 
Mitbridates, and many other Arsons which he 
did, that ennobled him, if TuP* and Livy had 
not been his Hiftorians to Record his Fame? 
The Scipio's, Afruantts, Nafica, and all of that 
Noble Name, had been laid under a perpe- 
tual darknefs, and for ever covered with ob- 
livion, but for the Hiftorians that have arifen 
to commend them. It would be tedious, nei- 
ther need I mention all the Examples, that 
might be brought of this Nature, which every 
ones own obfervation will furnifh him with! 
You will rather ask me perhaps, my dear 
Celfut, why do I take notice of this here ? It 
is truly, becaufe I fee here a Prince, who 
though the Eaft, Weft, North and South o- 
beyed his Empire, and all the parts of the 
World were reduced into an entire repofe by 
him ; and though neither the Punick Wars, 
nor Gallia, nor Pmtus, nor Spain have pro- 
duced his equal, yet his Hiftory being unfor- 
tunately perifhed, he is in a manner unknown 
for want of Writers to perpetuate him. This 
however I am not willing to fee, without con- 
tributing my Service to redrefs it ; and there; 
fore having to my power, as I was defired, fi- 
nifhed the Life of Aurtlian, and to that ad- 
ded thofe others of Tacitus and Florianus, I 
Hull not be filent upon the Actions of fo great 
a Prince as Probus ; and if roy life ferves me, I 
T will 
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will alfo carry on the Hiftory, as far as to Di« 
clefian and Maximtan : not that I pretend tc 
Eloquence, but onlv matter of Faft, which ] 
cannot fufFer to perifli. The Books that I mak< 
life of to this purpofe, that I may not in an) 
thing appear to impofe upon a friendfhip whicl 
is (o dear to me/ Sir, as yours, arc thofeefpeci 
ally in the L'br.irv of Jrajan, which is lodged ai 
prefent in the Baths of Diotltjim, and the Sibe- 
rian Libra; y. Together with which, I have 
corifulted the Regifters of the Scribes of th« 
Porphyry Gallery, and the AcSts of the People 
and the Senate. And becaufe in the Colle 
<fting the Hiftory of fo great a Prince, the 
Journal of TurduUit Gallictmus hath very much 
affifted me, I ought not ro be filent of the 
obligation which I have to the friendfhip of 
that very good and worthy Perfon. All there- 
fore that I would declare upon the whole, is 
this i that it is the matter of Fa& only which 
I wnte; which if any one pleafes to fet out in a 
Higher, and a more Eloquent Style afterwards, 
he is welcome. For it hath not been my de- 
fign to imicate Ltvy, Taciius, Trogm 

Fcmpdus, or any or thofe mod Eloquent Hi- 
ftorians ; but Marias Maximus, Suetonius Tran- 
cjuillui, Fakius MarctUmui, Gargritus Martial, 
fuhus CapttoltKus, ts£liuj LamprtJius, and ci- 
thers who have written upon thefe fore of 
things, not to fay, fo Eloquently, as with a 
great deal of Truth. For it is ray Curiofity 
to bring to light the Truth of many unknown 
and hiuoen matte: s concerning our Emperors; 
inc red by your example, who the more you 
know, 
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know, the more ftill you dehre to know of 
chem. 

Without further Preface then, this great 
and famous Prince Probus, who hath fcarce his 
equal, in the* Roman Hiftory, was born at the 
City of Simifh in Sclavottia, or the Lower Pan- ProbmV 
nonia. His Father was not of (b good Chalky s * rtt>m 
as his Mother was. His Eftate was indiffe- 
rent; Affinity not great ; however as well in t ™™~ 
his private Life, as after he was Emperor, he 
made his Noble Anions fpeak for him. Some 
fay, his Father's name was Maximm ; who af- 
ter he had (erved very well in the Office of a 
Centurion ; rife to be a Tribune, and died in 
Egypt, leaving a Wife, a Daughter, and this 
Son. There is one. Greek Author, who fays, 
that Probus was a Relation of the Emperor 
Claudius, who was a mod Excellent and moil • 
Noble Prince : which may perhaps be the more 
Credited, becaufe I find in the Journal ol Tur- 
dulus Galltcanm, that after his death he was 
buried by Claudia, who was the Daughter of 
Crifpra, who was the Brother of Claudius. But 
I leave this to the Reader. 

Probus fignahzed h^mfelf fo in his Youth, 
and was (o agreeable in his Perfbn and fan- 
ners, that the Emperor Valerian eaily confer- /• 
red upon him a Legion, when he was in a y^j an : 
manner Bearalefs. The fame Empe;orin a aenan * 
Lettet to Gallienus, propoles him co thi imira- 
tion of all the Youth : by which, by the way, 
one may take notice, that no Man becomes 
very great in his Age, but who lays down a 
good Foundation for it in his fiift yeais; and 
T i then 
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then gathers within himfelf thofe Seeds, 
which afterwards produce the Fruit of Great 
Actions. 

The Emperor Valerian the Father, to 
the Emperor Gallienus, the Son. 

HAvi*z always bad a good Opinion of Pro- 
bus, as your.g as be is 1 have made him a Tri- 
bune, flllowtng therein both my own Judgement, 
and that t f all others ; ■who fay he ts worthy of his 
Name ; that is, as Probus is his Name, fo Pre- 
bi:y is his Nature and Character. J have given 
htm toe Command of Six Cohorts of the Saracens, 
tcgetbtr -with the Troop of the Auxiliary Gauls, 
end that Body of Perfians -which Artabafles tin 
Syrian hath /admitted to us. I dejire you, mj 
dear eft Son, that as I would have this Touth to 
he tti Example for all Hung Perfons to imi- 
tate, y.u would take that care of him, and re- 
ceive him with that refpecl which his Vtrtuei, 
his ALi its, and the Splendour of hts Natural Para 
do dtferve. 
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The Emperor Valerian^ to Muhius 
Gallicanus the Captain of the 
Guards. 



YOU may wonder perhaps, That I have made 
a Beardlejs Touth a Tribune, contrary to the 
Constitution of the Emperor Hadrian. But you 
will foon Ceafe to do fo, if you confider what a 
truly deferving Toutb Probus u. I never think, 
of him, but I compare together his Name and his 
Qualities ; they do fe jufltfie one another If ft 
had not been ha name, be might ha ve been e»- 
titled Probus, bccaufe of the Probity of hu Tem- 
per and Actions. Tou will therefore order that 
there be given him, being but of an indifferent 
Fortune, to make up the Occaftom of his Station, 
two Rujfet Tunickt , two French Robes with 
Clafps, two Ltnen Jerktns t one Veffel of Silver of 
ten pound weight Ingraved ; one hundred An- 
tonine's in Gold, one thou/and Aurelian's m Sti- 
ver, andtentboufandPh\\\psin Brafs. And for 
bis ordinary Penfion , ten Pound of Beef, ten 
Pound of Pork, ten Pound of the Flejh of the 
Goat, a iPullet every two days, one Quart of Oil 
every two days, ten Quarts of Old (Vine every 
day, with Salt, Herbs, and Wood, as much as 
be wants. Tou fltall withal order him the fame 
Quarters, as to the Tribunes of the Standing Le- 
gions. 
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In the War again ft the Sarmata, in which 
ha was a Tnbune ; he palled the Danube , and 
acbd with lo much braveiy (o many things, 
Mat he was publickly in a Council of War 
p.eientcd with four Spears ; two Crowns, in 
? : *mi' the form of a Trench; ( being of that fort 
ums s :if> which are given to (uch as firft enter the E- 
k.m. nemief Camp ;) one Civick Crown , four 
Sundards, two Bracelets of Gold, one Chain 
cfGoId, and one Piece of Plate of the weight 
of hve Pound. The Civick Crown was 
given him becaufe he retook out of the 
Hinds of the ^uadt, a Noble Youth, called 
Valtrim Flaccir.us. who was a Relation of the 
Emperor Valerian. Thefe Pramiums were all 
delivered to him by Valerian himielf, who at 
the (iime time raifcd him to the Command of 
the Third Legion, with this Elogium. 

My we!I bloreJ Frtbus. 

THuugb it may feem Early, in refpecl of pur 
thai I prefer you to a Command in 

the Standing Forces of the E-ir-Vire, yet in refpeci 
cftki Actions doit by you, I mat rather be thought 
to have made it later, than I ought. Receive 
• therefore into year Truf, the Thud Noble Legf 
rn, which Ifcive rever given before but to a Per- 
, j 7i ff more years, and r, j jclf was m Gray Hairs, 
■wh'.n I f.rii was preferred to it. But Age it a 
thing I h .re °n reason to wait for in you, ivhoft 
Lv :%.r.\~>- , o f,:,n,ng, avd your Manners fo Charm- 
Vg. J i>-> we i-rderid iiree Sit its of deaths to bi 
g-.-j.n y;:i • d.ub'ud j y*r Pay, and appointed your 

h 
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It would be too long a Work, to run 
through thefeveral Aftions of this Great Man 
in the Reigns of Valerian, GaUienus, Aurelian, 
and Claudius , whilft he was yet in a private 
Capacity. How often he Scaled the Walls, 
entred the Enemies Trenches ; how many of 
them he hath killed Hand to Hand, whac Pre- 
fents he received from the Princes, his Ma- 
ilers, and how he laboured by his Service to 
promote the good of the State. A Lecter of 
GaUienw fpeaks thus of him. 



The Emperor Gallienus to the Tri- 
bunes of the Forces, of the Pro- 
vince of lllyricum. 

\ Lthough the Fatal NeceJJitj of the Perfian 
War bath concluded my Father a Prijoner 
in the Hands of the Enemy, yet 1 have a Kinf- 
man, Aurelius Probus, in whofe Services I can 
confide with fecurity : "that never to be named 
Tyrant , had never ufarped upon the Empire , if 
Probus had been Prefent. Wherefore I defire you 
all to obey the, Counfels of a Man , -who is ap- 
proved by the Judgement of both my Father, 
and the Senate. 

Now though Gallienus was a loft- Prince, 
which may (eem to leffen the Authority of 
what he lays; yet it cannot be denied, but ' 
!sc a Prince be never fo fofr, he will not how- 
T 4 * ever 
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ever truft himfelf, bur to one, whom he knows 
to bfc very well qualified to ferve him- But 
though we mould fe: afiJe the'Teftimony of 
Gallitnui, what is to be faid to that of Aureliav, 
who delivered ovei his own, which was the 
Tenth, and of all the braveft Legion in the 
Army, wi:h whom he had done fuch great 
things himfelf, unto Vrobvs, with this Elogium 
of him. 

The Emperor Jurelian to <Prohus 9 
wiflieth Health. 

THAI ycu may know, how great an ac- 
count I make of you, I give into your 
Hinds my Tenth Legion, -which was given to mc 
by the Emperor Claudius. They are Men, who 
by a certain Trercgative of Hzfpinefs are not ac- 
cvftcmed to have ether Commanders, than what 
afterwards are Emperors. 

By this one would conclude, that it was in 
the mind of Aurclian, if he had died his own 
death, and had not been killed as he was by 
furpnze, to have made choice of Probus for 
his Succeflbui in the Empire too, as well as in 
his Legion. 

Now it would be tedious to adjoyn to this 
the judgments of the Emperors Claudius and 
. Tacitus- The latter, it is faid, in the Senate 
when the Empire was offered to him > de- 
clared, that it ought rather to be given to 
' * * Pnbtis; 
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TrobtH : and the firft Letter, which after he 
was Emperor, he lent to Probsts, was this. 

The Emperor Tacitus to Trobus. 

THE Senate bath indeed, with tbe good will 
and confent of tbe Army, made me tbe Em- 
peror. But however you are to think, tbat as we ' 
aU know, and tbe Senate knows your Worth and 
Abilities, the Burden of tbe Publjck Affairs would 
have been better repofed upon your Shoulders than 
mine. Ajffijl me in my NeceJJities, and continue 
as you do to AJfert tbe Intereft of the State. AH 
tbe Eaft *» by our order repofed under your Govern- 
ment : wherefore we have encreafed your Salary to 
five times as much as it was ; we have doubled 
your Military Ornaments ; and appointed you to 
be tbe Qonful the next year in Conjunction with 
my felf. Tour Merits call for no left at my 
Hands. 

The love of the Soldiers towards Probsts was 
always very great ; he again loved them, 
and kept them in their Duty, purely by his 
kindnefs to them. He oftentimes had refcued 
them from the great Cruelty of Aurelian : he 
vifited the feveral Maniples, and examined 
their Cloaths and their Shooes ; and what- 
ever Booty was at any time taken, he divided 
it all amongft them, and referved nothing to 
himfel, but the Darts and the Arms. Amongft 
other things, whether taken from the Alans, 
or lome other of thofe Barbarians I know not; 
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but there was a Horfe, which was neither 
Handfbme nor Large, but the Pnfoners /aid, 
that he was fogooda Runner, that he would 
go a hundred Miles a day, and continue it for 
eight or ten days together. Every one thought 
that Trobm would have kept this Beaff to him- 
felt: but Trobus faid, that fuch a Horfe was 
fitter for one that was for running away, than 
a brave Man. He ordered the Soldiers to 
draw Lots for Him. They writ their Names 
and put them all into an Urn. Four that were 
in the Army; were of the fame Name with 
himfelf. But he, for his part, put in no Name. 
They drew, and the firfi Name that came up 
wu=, Trcbus. The four Soldiers of the Name 
or Trobus not agreeing to which of them 
the Horfe fliou!d go, becacfe each Challenged 
the Lot, ha ordered all the Army to draw a- 
gain: the Lot that came up the fecond 
time was Prcbus again, and Co it was a third 
time, and a fourth time. Which was fo ftrange, 
that all the Army, together with thole of that 
Name who had drawn the Lots, Dedicated 
the Horfe to their Commander Tr$bus. 

Trobus did great things in Africa. He brave- 
ly engaged and overcame the Marmori- 
cans. He came to the City of Carthage, and 
cleared that of the Rebds. He fought a fin- 
le Combat wuh one Aradion in Africa, and 
ew him; and when he had done, becaufe 
Aradion was an extraordinary Stout and Re- 
folute Mrm, he hor. >ured him with a great 
Sepulchre, ^\\d-. ;> yet, two hundred 

Foot higl; f... :. \\\. CvkUuu, built by the Sol- 
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diersv for thofe he never fuffered tor be idle. 
There are of his Works in feveral Cities of 
Egypt) which he built by his Soldiers. He did 
fo many things upon the River of Nile, that 
he much promoted the Affairs of the Cotn, 
which is Imported into Italy in Tribute yearly 
from Egypt. He built Bridges, Temples, Por- 
tico's, BafiHca's, by the Handrof his Soldiers. 
He opened the Mouths of Rivers in many 
places, and drained feveral Fens, which he 
fitted for Tillage and Pafture. He Fought 
th& Palmyreni, who in the behalf of Odmatus 
and Zenobta defended Egypt again ft the Em- 
pire. The firft time he came off with Suc- 
cefs. The fecond time, he was a little Rafh,and 
was near being taken. But aftei wards reco- 
vering his Strength, he reduced Egypt and the 
greateft part of the Eaft, unto the Obedience 
of Aurelian. Since therefore upon the ac- 
count* of fo many and fo great Virtues, he 
fhined in the Eyes of the Empire, at the time 
of the death of Tacitus^ though Florianus im- 
mediately pretended to lucceed his Brother, yet 
all the Oriental Army declared Probus Em- 
peror. 

The manner of his Elevation may be fome- Hit Ele- 
thing pleafant, which was thus. When the nation to 
News came of the death of Tacttus, the Forces the Em ~ ' 
in the Eaft were for preventing thole in Italy , ?' re ' 
and alio for preventing the Senate's making 
the Emperor, a fecond time. The Queftion 
was, whom they mould pitch upon. The 
Tribunes went about the Camp, and difcourfed 
the Soldiers, Maniple by Manip'i, and Bat- 
talion 
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ralion by Battalion ; Saying, we muft have one, 
who is a Man of Courage, Goodnefs, Mo- 
deftv, Clemency, and Probity. Probity to 
be fure, brought up the Rear of all the Vir- 
tues, which they defired to find in him ; till 
repeating the fame fo often, the whole Army 
took the Hint, and unanimoufly, as if they 
were Infpired to it, cryed a Prebus. We Salute 
Trohus our Soveraign ; the Gods fave your Ma- 
jefty. Then they ran and erected a Tribunal of 
Turf, and took Probus and proclaimed him 
Emperor, and put upon him a Cloth of Pur- 
ple, which was taken for the purpofe from ofF 
a Statue iu the Temple, and from thence thay 
carried him to the Palace ; he all the while 
moving againft his will, and drawing back, 
Vtwil- and often faying to them. Gentlemen, This 
hrg to u not Convenient for your [elves, Tou ivtU not 
takeitutr j g we U under me. I cannot flatter with you. 
cnctm. The ^ rft Letterj which he afterwards fent 
to Capito, the Captain of the Guards, wa« 
this. 

A 5 I have never Coveted the Empire, fe I 
have taken it upon me agam;l my wiU. It 
is a mijl Invidious thing \ and yet it is not free for 
me to help my felf. 1 mud Ail the Perfon, that 
the Army bath imposed upon me. I befeecb jou, 
Capito, enjoy, as you do, with me the {hare, and 
the Command that you have, tn the Inter&fis 
cf the State •> and provide Convoys and Provi- 
fions , and whatever is neceJJ'ary every where 
for the Soldiers. 1, for my part, if you take 
tbt care, that all tbmgs be done weB, (hall be 
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%lad to have no other Captain of the Guards, 

than you. 

The Guards therefore, and the Army in 
Italy, hearing of the Elevation of Probus, than 
whom they knew, that no Perfon was more 
deierving, they killed Florianus, who had pre- Florianui 
tended to take upon him the Crown, as it were 
by Inheritance ; and without more Difturbance 
the whole Empire was deferred to him, by the 
content of both the Soldiery and the Senate. 
For to the latter Probus fent the following Ha- 
rangue, which they anfwered with all the 
marks poffible of Joy and Approbation.' 

Fathers o£ the Senate, 

IT was very well , and very regularly done 
the lafi Year, that the Roman Emperor was 
created by jour ExteUencies, and out of your own 
Body, who both are-, and always have been, and 
will t» your Pofteritj ever be the Soveraigns of 
the World. I wt(h that Fiorianus bad waited for 
the fame again from you ; and that he had not 
Challenged to htmfelf the Empire, as if it was 
his Inheritance } or, that he or any other Perfon 
had been exalted to it by you. But be having 
feiz.ed it on his own Head, and the Army having 
deferred it to ut, and puni[hed upon him an at- 
tempt in which be. did UJurp, I refer my ftlf wholly 
to the Commands of your Excellencies to judge of 
my Defervqgs , and to do with me as you 
pleafe. 



The 
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The Senate being met upon the thirc 
day of the Nones of February, in the Templf 
of Concord, paffed the kSt in the favour ol 
Vrebus, in this manner. 

The Conful *y£lius Scorpams, faid to them, 
Gentlemen, You have beard the Letter of Au- 
relias Valerius Probus. W but fay jou to it. 

They cried, The Gods fave tbe Emperor Pro- 
bus. We -welcome bis Majcjlj to tbe Crown. Tou 
have been long a worthy, Brave, Juft , and Good 
Commander and General. As you are an Ex- 
ample to tbe Army, he an Example to tbe Empire. 
Tbe Gods fave you. Reign in Happinefs i an Af- 
fertor of tbe State, and a Mafter of War, Reign 
in Httpp 'tnefs. Tbe Gods freferve yen and yours. 
Tie Senate bad already Cbofen you in their minds. 
Tou come after Tacitus in refpeS to tbe Agt 
which jou are of ; but you are before all in all 
things elfe. We tbank you, that you have under- 
taken tbe Empire. Defend us, defend it. We 
may well commit our felve's to you, who have 
already pre ferved us. ACon<jtteror of tbe Franks, 
Goths, Sarmathins, Parthians : jou are all things, 
and always have been worthy ef tbe Empire, wor- 
thy if Trinmphf. Proceed and Retgn in all Rap- 
pine/i. 



Then 
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Then Manlius Statianus, who was the eldeft 
Senator, fpokethus. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

T Hanks to the Immortal Gods, and above the 
refi to the moft excellent Jupiter, who bati 
given us fueh a Prince, as we have ever wi{ht 
to enjoy. If we consider it Wei , we have ro 
want now of either Aurelian , or Alexander 
Severus, or the Antoninufles or Trajan , or 
Claudius. We have aft things , and all their Vir. 
tues in this one Prince. The knowledge of War, 
Clemency, a good Life, an exemplar of a Patriot, 
and Bravery to the bighe/l Perfection. What 
fart of the World is there, to which he bath not 
made known his Victorious Arms % witnefs the 
Marmoricans in Africk, vanquifhed by him ; 
•witnefs the Franks, whom he hath overthrown 
in thtir own unpaffable Fens; witnefs the Ger- 
mans and the Almains ; whom how far hath 
h repulfed from the Banks of the Rhine ? What 
$aU I fay more of the Sarmatians, the Goths, 
the Parthians, and all the Country upon the 
Euxine ? Every where do the Trophies of the Va- 
lour of Probus flourijh. It would be too long to 
tell bow many Kings of great Nations bath be put 
to flight ? What Captains bath be killtd with bis 
own hand ? What numbers of Arms bath be taken 
in his time ? The Letters of our Emperors which 
are upon the Records, jhew what Publick thanks, 
he hath received from all thofe for bis fignal Ser- 
vices. My good Gods ! How many times hath 
he been crowned with the Military regards ? 
What Elogiums hath he had from the Soldiers ? 

. Whtlft 
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Wbilf be was but a Youth, be was a Tribune of 
tbt Auxiliaries ; and not long after, be was made 
the fame in tbe Roman Legions. Wherefore, tbou 
moft excellent and moft powerful Jupiter, and Juno 
tbe Jgueen, and tbou Minerva tbe President ef 
Arts, and tbou tbe Goddefs Concord, and tbt 
Goddefs Vi&ory, grant ye tbts Favour to tbe Se- 
nate and People of Rome, to our Allies, and to 
Foreign Nations, tbat Probus may Reign as Hap- 
pily, as be batb ferved. I, Gentlemen, with all 
your Confents , do Decree to him tbe Style and 
Title of our Carter and our Emperor ; and I add 
tbereto tbe Proconfular Power, tbe Honour of the 
Title of Father cf our Country, the Soveraign Pon- 
tificate, tbe right of a third Reference, and the 
Tribunitian Power. They cried, We all, d, 
faj tbe fame ; and fo the Houfe rife. 

Probus having received this Act of the Se- 
nate, lent a fecond Letter to them ; by which 
he permitted them to Judge of Appeals i to 
Create the Proconfuls ; to Create Lieutenants 
with Confular Power, over Legatorian Pro- 
vinces ; and Prefidsnts with the Power of Pra- 
tors ; to Confirm and Confecrate by their De- 
crees, the Ads which he thought fit to make 
himfelf. Then he by feveral ways punifhed as 
many as were yet alive, of the Murderers of Au- 
reltan ; and yet he did it with more Tendernefs, 
and more Moderation,than either the Army, or 
Tacitus had done before. He punifhed alfo 
thofe who had been the Murderers of Tacitnt. 
He pardoned the Accomplices of Florianus ; 
becaufe he thought, becaufe he thought that 
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they followed him not as an UCirpcr, but as 
their laft Princes Brother. He accepted the 
Obedience of all the Eurofean Forces, that 
had made Horiemus Emperor, and killed him 
when they had done. In the next place he 
fet out with a Puiflant Army for Gallis ; which 
firft fell into Confufion upon the Death of 
Vojtbumius ; but was over-run with the Germans 
fince the death of Aureltan: He fought there p ro f, u , fa 
feveral great and happy Battels; infbmuchthat Sweeffes 
he recovered fixty Noble Cities which were «£*t«ft 
fallen into the Hands' of the Barbarians. He ™* Barl/a ° 
retook all the Prey befide, and all the Riches ^aD, • 
which they had fucked out of the People, and 
vaunted themfelves infolently in : he flew of 
them, whilft they were roaring up and down 
the Country in (ecurity, as far as to the Bor- 
ders of Italy, nigh four hundred thoufand, and 
the remainder he drove beyond the Rivers of 
Elbe and Necker. He took as much Booty 
from them , as they had before taken from 
the Remans ; betides which he planted Roman 
Colonies and Garrifons on the Barbarian 
Soil, and placed his Soldiers upon them. He 
affigned Fields, Barns, Houfes and Maga- 
zines for all the Forces, which he fixt on the; 
other fide of the Rhine : Heads of the Barba- 
rians were daily brought to him at the Price of 
a Crown of Gold a Head : nor did he forbear 
his Purfuit of them, till Nine of their Petty 
Kings of feveral Nations came , and threw 
themfelves at his Feet : from whom he firft de- 
manded Hoftagesj which were prefemly given 2 
»Hgri Cdrfi j Cattel and Sheep: tome fay, he 
U com- 
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commanded them, not to u(e a Sword again 
but to expect the defence of the Roman Arms 
Hi cafe they were attack'd by any Enemj 
But this js (6 hard, that I think it cannot be 
unlefs the Conquefts of the Romans had beet 
more extended, and all Germany had been re 
duced into a Province. However he feverel] 
punifhed fuch with the content of thole Roy 
telets themfelves, as continued to keep bad 
any of the Spod, which they had taken upon 
the Roman Provinces, and did not faithfully re 
turn it. He accepted of a Draught of fixteen 
thoufand Young and Frefh Men out of the 
Forces of thele Barbarians ; which he difperfed 
into ieveral Provinces of the Empire, and in- 
ferted them into the Legions, and into the 
Gamfons upon the Frontiers, by about fifty 
or fixty in a Legion ; faying, That though it u 
good for the Romans to ferve themfelves of tht 
ajjtftances of the Barbarians .yet that afjijl ance tugbt 
rather to be felt, than fun So having fettled 
the State of GaBia, he lent the following Let- 
ter to the Senate. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

I Give thanks to the Immortal GoJs, that they 
have approved and j unified your Judgements, 
iv your Chctce cf me : all that broad and extended 
Country sf Germany u Jubjugated. Ntnt Kings 
cf the feveral Nations have tn the humbiefl man- 
mr caff themfelves at my Feet. Nay rasher, I 
ficuld fay, it is at your Feet. They all now Plow, 
and Sew for you ; and they fight for you agatvft 
the reft of ytur Enemies. Tom will therefore ap- 
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feint the Pmeffions and Thank/Divings to the Gods 
as ufual. Four hundred thoujand of the Enemy 
are Jlain ; and fixteen tboufand others, with their 
Arms, are come into our Service. Sixty Neble 
Cities are recovered out of the Slavery of the 
Enemy, and' all Gallia is entirely jet at Liber- 
ty. The Crowns of Gold, which all the Cities 
of Gallia have prefentedme with ufon this occa- 
fm, I have remitted to you, my Fathers, to be 
hj your Hands Confecrated to the mop Excellent, 
md mofi mighty Jupiter , and the reft of the Im- 
mortal Gods and Goddejfes. All the Spoil, which 
they bad taken from us, is retaken, and a great 
ltd more and better to it. The Fields of Gallia 
ire plowed with the Cattle of the Barbarians, and \ 
tit German Beafi-s yield their Captive Necks to V 
tm Toaks. All their Sheep grax.e now upon our 
rafture, and their Heffe are with our Horfe, 
end our Bams are full with their Corn, What 
full I fay mere ? If we have left the bare Soil 
ftrbaps, it is all : their Goods are all in our Pof- 
(ifm. We have been fometime thinking, my Fa- 
thers, to appoint a new Prejident of Germany. 
fat we have deferred it, as yet to another op- 
ftrtunity, when the Divine Providence ftall pill 
further have prof per ed our Arms. 

From Gallia, he went into lllyricum, In his 
"ay to which he b fecured and eftablilhed the 
• eaceof Rhatia, not to leave the leartliifpi- 
:ion of any Danger from thence, in IUyri' H's 
a w, he fo feverely beat the Sarmatians, and <7 " l? 
Htars who had thruft themfelves in there,, that ^ 
iseafily recovered all the Places and Spoil, 
U a which 
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commanded them, not to ute a Sword again 
but to expect the defence of the Roman Arms 
m cafe they were attack'd by any Enemy 
But this js fo hard, that I think it cannot be 
nnlefs the Conquefts of the Remans had beet 
more extended, and all Germany had been re 
duced into a Province. However he feverel] 
punifhed fuch with the content of thole Roy 
telets themfelves, as continued to keep bad 
any of the Spoil, which they had taken upon 
the Roman Provinces, and did not faithfully re 
turn it. He accepted of a Draught of fixteeti 
thoufand Young and Frefh Men out of the 
Forces of thefe Barbarians ; which he difperfed 
into ieveral Provinces of the Empire, and in- 
ferted them into the Legions, and into the 
Garrifons upon the Frontiers, by about fifty 
or fixty in a Legion ; faying, That though it u 
good for the Romans to ferve themfelves of tht 
ajjtftencei of the Zarkariansjet that affiance ought 
rather to he felt, than feen So having fettled 
the State of GaBi*, he fent the following Let- 
ter to tha Senate. 

Father* of the Senate, 

I Give thanks to the Immortal God's, that thej 
have approved and juflifitd your 'Judgements, 
in j our CUice of me : all that broad and extended 
Country of Germany u Jubjugated. Nmt Kings 
cf the feveral Nations have in the humhleft man- 
mr caft themfelves at my Feet. Nay rather, I 
Jlculd fay, it ts at your Feet. They all now Plow, 
and Sow for you ; and they fight for you agatnfi 
the reft of your Emmies. Tom will therefore ap- 



Vol.11. Emperor Probus. 2?t 

pint the Trocejfions and Thankfgivings to the Gods 
as ufual. Four hundred ihoujand of the Enemy 
ere Jlain; and fixteen tboufand others, with their 
Arms, are come into our Service. Sixty Noble 
Cities are recovered out of the Slavery of the 
Enemy, and' all Gallia is entirely Jet at Liber- 
ty. The Crowns of Gold, which all the Cities 
of Gallia have prefented me with upon this occa- 
(m, I have remitted to you, my Fathers, to he 
\rj pur Hands Confecrnted to the mop Excellent, 
mi mofi mighty Jupiter, and the reft of the Im- 
mortal Gods and Goddejfes. All the Spoil, which 
thy bad taken from us, is retaken, and a great 
ltd more and better to it. Tie Fields of Gillil 
ire plowed with the Cattle of the Barbarians, anil 
tit German Beafls yield their Captive Necks to V 
mr Toaks. All their Sheep graze now upon cur 
hfture, and their Hoffe are with our Horfe, 
end our Barns are full with their Corn< What 
fall I fay more ? If we have left the bare Soil 
ftrbaps, it is all : their Goods are all in our ?of- 
[tfion. We have been fometime thinking, my Fa- 
thers, to appoint a new Vrefident of Germany. 
ht we have deferred it, as yet to another op- 
fwtunity, when the Divine Providence Jhall jlill 
further have prof per ed our Arms. 

From Gallia, he went into Illyricum. In his 
Wy to which he lo fecured and eftabli/hed the 
Peace of Rhatia, not to leave the lea/tiiifpi- 
aon of any Danger from thence, in Byri' If'sCon- 
»*, he fo feverely beat the Sarmatians, and <r ? el - & 
others who had thruft thernfelves in there, that ^' t jj£ 
taeafily recovered all the Places and Spoil, 
U Jt which 
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which they poflefled, without almoft makin 
more War. He carried his Arms into Tbrac 
and Dacia: where all that Gotbick People, ai 
frighted with only the Fame of his Actions 
and feeing the antient Power of the Empir 
revived in him, fubmitted to him, and becam 
his Friends. Then he went into the Eaft, b 
took and flew, in his way, a Robber, of grea 
Power, called Palfrvrius * which was a mean 
of the recovery of all the Province of Ifamu 
in the Ltfjtr A(ta J to the Obedience of th< 
Laws of the Romans. He entred either b) 
force or friendfhip into the Places poflefled b) 
the Barbarians in that Province i and when hf 
had done, he faid, it was a Country in which, 
it was eafier to drive the Robbers that infe 
fted it, from one place to another, than to 
extirpate them, and to rid the Country of them. 
All the Avenues and Straights he gave to be 
enjoyed and inhabited by Veterans, and Super- 
annuated Soldiers, under a Law,that they fhouW 
fend their Sons to the War at the Age of 
Eighteen, left they take to be Robbers, be- 
fore they come to be Soldiers. 
His Ei- He reduced unto a peaceable fubje&ion a! 
Jiirn Ex- the parts of Pampbylu , and the other Pro- 
feditioTu vinces adjoyning to Ifauria, and fo followed 
his Journey into the Eaft. He Conquered th( 
Blcmmja, of whom he fent fome Prifoners tc 
Rome, who were a wonderful Spe&acle andai 
Admiration there to all the People. TheCitie 
of Ccptos and Vtoltmais in Egypt he took, an< 
delivered them from the Barbarian Yoak, am 
adjoyned them to the Empire. The Farm 
whereo 
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whereof wrought fo upon the Verfians, that 
they fent Embafladours to him, confef- 
fing the fears which they conceived of his 
Arms, and defiring a Peace. He received 
thofe Embafladours very proudly , and fent 
them home with worfe thoughts than they 
came. He refafed the Prefents, which they, 
brbught him from the King their Mafter, and 
writ thereupon this Letter to Narfettt, the Go- 
vernor of Armenia, for the King of Perfia. 

AL L that you have, will be mine ; 7 won- 
der therefore, that you fliould think to gra- 
tiSt me with fucb a Handful of things. Tou may 
pleafe to takf tp your felf again , what you fo 
much delight in : when We would have them, 
we know bow we ought to pojfefs our [elves of 
Xbtm. 

This Letter was a matter of great Confter- 
nation to Narfettf, efpecially as it was accom- 
panied with the News of the taking of the 
Cities of Coptos and Ptoltmats from the Blem- 
mya, and the putting thofe People to the 
Slaughter ; who before had made themfelves a 
Terror to all their Neighbours. 

After the Peace of Perfta, Probus returned 
again into Thrace ; where, upon the Lands of 
the Roman Empire he planted one hundred 
thoufahd of the Bafiarnt, who all kept their 
Faith with him : but others of the Barbarian 
Nations, of whom he tranfplanted great num- 
bers in like manner, that is, of the Gepidi, the 
Grotbungi, and the Vandals, all thefe broke their 
U 3 Faith, 
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Faith, and whilft Probus was imployed in the 
Wars with Saturmnut , and thofe who pre> 
tended to Ufurp the Empire from him, they 
rofe, and found a means to over-run almoft 
all parts, by Sea or Land, to the trouble and 
the difhonour of the Roman Name ; till Pro- 
bus at length by feveral turns fee upon th«m, 
overcame them, and oppreffed them, and left 
to few of them thehappinefs of getting home 
in fafety. 

Thele were his A&ions with the Barba- 
rians. His other Troubles were fuch, as he 
fuffered from the attempts of particular am- 
bitious Subjects, who were for ferting them- 
His w < f^? felves up for the Empire : one* of whom was 
J i ' ne Saturninui, who ufurped the 'Empire of the 
Troubles, and who engaged Vrobus in feveral Bat- 

tels ; till Probuf by his known Gallantry over- 
came him, and with the fame Conqueftefh- 
blifhed fuch a firm Peace in the Eaft, that not 
a Moufe dared to ftir more there. The others 
who pretended to the Empire in like manner, 
were Fraculus and Bcnsjiu at the City of Co- 
logne; who challenged to themfelves all the 
Provinces of Britain, Spain, and Gallia. But 
the Germans refufed to affifr them in their En- 
terpnze. The Arms of Vrobus prevailed over 
both thefe, of whom, as alfo of Saturninus and 
Firmus, a more particular account will follow 
afterwards by themfelves. ' After this, frckt 
permitted to ail Gallia, Spa;n> and Pannonia, 
the iibert}- of Planting Vines, and makjng 
Wine: he fet his own Sqldiers upon digging 
the Mountain /?/«w, which is by the City 
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Sirmium in the Lower Pannonia^nd he planted 
it himfelf with an excellent Grape. 

Coming to Rome, he entertained the People His Re- 
there with the Publick Games and Paftimes in ta 
i manner which was very magnificent; be. 
(ides the Largeffes, which he g.*ve amongft 
them- He Celebrated a Triumph for his Con- 
queft of the Blemmya, and the Germans in 
which he had Troops, to the number of fifty 
in a Troop, of Men of all Nations that 
marched before him. He gave an Entertain- 
ment of a Chafe of Beafts in the Cirque, which 
was very Generous. The People firft Hunted, 
and then lhared the Beafts amongft them. The 
manner of it was thus; the whole Cirque was 
turned into the nature of a Foreft. Great 
Trees pulled up by the Roots by the Soldiers, 
were Planted up and down, ort Beams co- 
vered with Earth," the Trees green and frefh » 
and then by the ieveral Paflages which opened 
into the Cirque, entred a thoufand Oftriches, 
a thoufand Stags, a thou/and Boars, a thou- 
sand Deer, Evecks, wild Sheep, and other Her- 
batick Animals of as many kinds as could be 
had ; all which the Populace being let in 
upon them, encountred, and killed, and took 
every one what they could. Another day he 
caufed a hundred great Lions to enter into the 
Cirque at once, who raifed a fort of Thun- 
der with their Roaring. All thefe were killed 
upon the place, and in thefe Encounters many 
of the Men, that fought with the Beafts, by 
accident have killed one another. Then came 
forth a hundred Libyan Leopards, a hundred 
U 4 other 
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other Syrian Leopards, a hundred Lionefles 
and three hundred Bears; the fight of al 
which was not to be faid fb grateful, as ic wa 
great. Next appeared three hundred coupl 
of Gladiators, amongft which were fevera 
of the BUmmya, who had been led in Tri 
umph, feveral Germans and Sarmatians, «m 
Come alfo of the Robbers that had beei 
taken and brought out of the Province 0 

Jfauria. 

After thefe things, as Probus was preparini 
for a War with Ferfia, and was come, on hi 
hi* Deith wa y, as far as gt> the City Strmtum in Sclavonk 
ar.d the the Soldiers plotted together and killed him 
Occafim. The occafions whereof were thefe. Fir ft be 
Ciufe he never fuffered them to lie idle : fb 
he employed them upon many other Works 
befides thofe of the War, which he finifhei 
by their Hands ; and faid, that Soldiers ough 
not to eat the Bread of the Country for no 
thing. The next thing was, that he faid 
that he hoped in a fhort time he would mafc 
it fo, ti.at the State fhould have no need 0 
Soldiers. Which is a great faying, and exprel 
fes an extraordinary force of Spirit. Have n 
more need of Soldiers ! Why, what is it but t( 
fay, that the Romans (hall univerfally Reigi 
and PofTefs all things in fafety ? Secure of tto 
whole Earth for their Empire, there fhall b 
no more of making Arms,nor gathering Maga 
zines , nor Convoying Provifions > the 0 
ihall be kept for the ufe of the Plow, and ih 
Horie for the Services of Peace ; an Univet 
fal Peace! There fhall be no more Wars, n< 
leading 
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leading into Captivity ; the Laws of the Ro- 
mans and their Magiftrates mall every where 
prevail in vigour. My AfFe&ion to fo excel- 
]en an Emperor would Tranfport me further, 
than che Quality of the Style in which I write, 
does require or permit. But I (hall only add a 
third thing, which above all haftened the Fa- 
tal End of this Great Man. When he came to 
Sirmium, defiring to Fru&ifie and to Dilate the 
Borders of the place of his Nativity, he fet 
leveral thoufands of his Soldiers upon the 
drayning a Fen ; which was to be done by 
making a great Fofs to receive the Waters, and 
exonerate them by an Out-let into the Sea; 
and fo the Ground might become of ufe to the 
People of Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Piece 
of Work fo inraged the Soldiers, that they at 
faulted him; and as he fled for fafety into an 
Iron Tower, which himfelf had built there 
for a Watch-Tower very high , they killed 
him in the fifth year of his Reign : however 
afterwards the Army unanimoufly built him a 
lofty Sepulchre, whereon in Marble was In- 
graved this Infcription : Here lies the Emperut 
Probus ; who was a Prince of true Probity, ac- 
cording to his Name, the Conqueror of all the 
Barbarian Nations, and the Conqueror of the Pre- 
tenders to the Empire in hu time. 

When I compare the Emperor Probus with 
others of the Rowan Princes his PredeceJTors, 
and almoft with all our Great Captains ft the 
formtr time, whole Fortitude, whofe Cle- 
mency; whofe Prudence; whofe extraordina- 
ry Anions have fignalized them to Pofterity. 
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I am apt to think that this Perfon was equal to 
them, or if I may fpeak it without envy, he 
excelled them. In the five years of his Reign, 
he finifhed fo many Wars, m Co many feveral 
parts of the Worid, and all in his own Perfon, 
that it is a -wonderful thing, which way he 
rendred himfelf iufficient for all thofe occafi- 
ons. He did many Valiant Actions in Battle 
with his own Hand. He formed feveral fa- 
mous Commanders. Car us, Dtoclefian, Con- 
jtanttus, Afciefiodotus, Annibaltan, Leomdes,Ce- 
cropms, Pifotiiamti, Heremian, Gattiwfus, Ur- 
/man, Her culm, Maximian, and others whom 
our Fathers have admired, and of whom fome 
have fince approved themfelves good Princes 
upon the Throne, were All formed by the 
Difciplineof Prebvii Now let any one, who 
pleafes, compare with this the twenty years of 
the Reigns of Trajan and Hadrian : let him 
compare as many of the Antoninmfftt ; or what 
mall I fay, of the Emperor Auguftus, becaufe 
the years of his Reign are fcarce very well de- 
termined ? Not to mention all fuch as have 
been ill Princes ! That famous Expreffion a- 
lone of Pro hi, That in a Ihort rime there mould 
be no need of Soldiers, fhews his valt defign, 
and what he hoped to have been able to ef- 
fect. He feared neither the Barbarians abroad, 
nor Ufurpers at home; he was affured of his 
own Confcience. And to what a happinefs 
had we all arrived, if he had lived t« make 
good his words ? to have feen all the Provinces 
free from Taxes, no Army to pay, the Rtman 
Treafures abiding Eternal and unexbauftible, 
nothing 
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nothing fpent by the Prince, nothing tiaken 
upon the Subject ! Certainly it would have been 
a golden Age. We had had no more to do 
with Camps ; no more of che noife of Arms, 
nor of the Hammering them : The Soldiers 
that now difquiet the State with Civil- War, 
would have Cultivated the Fields or followed 
Navigation, or fought their Employs m the 
Arts, and no more blood fhed ! Ye good Gods, 
in what hath the Reman State offended you fo, 
that have taken from us fuch an Excellent 
Prince. We now run upon Civil Wars, and 
Arm Brother again ft Brother, and the Son 
againft the Father : but well have our Em- 
perors done to ConTecrate Probus a God, and 
fet up his Image in the Temples, and to Cele- 
brate him in. the Proceffion to the Garnefof 
the Cirque. 

The Pofterity of Frobus, to avoid Odium or His p 0 - 
Envy, retired from Rome and PublickBufinefi,/m^ 
and placed themfeives about the City Verona, withdraw 
and the Lakes di Gar da and Como, and thofe >l 0Tn 
parts. I cannot omit to obferve, that when ome ' 
an Image of Probus at Verona was fo ftruck with 
Lightning, that the Robe, in which he was 
done, .changed its Colour, the Soothfayers 
anfwered thereupon, that thofe of his Family 
fhould be all of them one day of great Note 
in the Senate, and com# to be raifed unto the 
higheft Honours', which may perhaps here- 
after be ; but we fee n< thing of it as yet. 

The Senate received the News of the death 
of Probus with great difpleafure, and fo did the 
People. But when they heard of the Succef- 
fion 
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Con of Caru: in his place, who though he was 
a good Man, was far diftant however from 
the Merits of Probus, and had a Son befide, 
(Canwu) that had always, lived ill ; both the 
Senate and the People were ftruck with a hor- 
rour; becaufe they apprehended the humour 
of the Father a little; but his wicked Heir 
much worfe. 

This is what we have met with, and have 
thought worthy to be committed to future Me- 
mory, concerning Probus. It remains, that 
we give next a Ihort, but a diftincT: account of 
Firmts, Saturninut t Bonofus, and Proculm. Be- 
caufe it was not fit to mix thofe four Preten- 
ders to the Empire, together with the account 
of this good Prince. Afterwards, if my Life 
ftryes me, I may undertake the Hiftory of 
Cams and his Son. 
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IT is very feldom 1 know, that we find, 
that any particular Account is given of 
fuch Petit Emperors , as Ufurping th?t 
Name, have fet upthemfelves in vainagainft 
the Received Prince, infome parts or other of 
the Roman Empire. The moft that is done is to 
touch lightly upon them in a word, en Vajjant t 
after the manner with which Suetonius Tran- 
quiUus contents himfelf, who is a very Correft 
and very Candid Writer, in relation to Anto- 
nms and Vtndex. Nor do I admire at this in 
fuch an Hiftorian as Suetonius, to whom it was 
familiar, to love Brevity. But why Marius 
Maximus, who is the moft Verbofe of all Men, 
and who hath not forborn to embarafs hiimfelf 
with tedious Accounts of things, and to de- 
fcend even to Fictions and Fables, to fill up 
his Hiftory ; why he hath not been more par- 
ticular than he is, in his Defcriptions of Avidius 
CaJJius, Claudius Albinus, and Pefcennius Niger, 
who pretended to the Empire, the firft againft 
the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, the others a- 
gainft Septimius Severn, I do not underftand ? 
On the contrary, TrebeUius ToUio hath thought 
fit to be fo diligent and ib careful in his Co!- 
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le&ions as to thofe Princes , whether Good or 
Bad, undertaken by him, that he hath laid to- 
gether a feparate Hiftory of Thirty Pretenders 
to the Empire, who fet up themfelves in, or 
much about the Times of the Emperors Gal- 
Utnus and Vakrtan. And in imitation of his 
Example, fince I have already palled through 
the Trouble of the Reigns of Aur titan i T*citus ) 
Florianus, and that great and fingular Prince 
Prebm, I am very willing before I proceed to 
thofe of Carut, Numeruin, and Carinut, who 
fiicceeded the next to the Empire, not to ortiit 
R> fay fomething of Ftrmus, Saturnmus, Proeu- 
Uu, and Bonefus, who fet up themfelves in the 
rime of the Emperors Frobtu and* Aurtlisn. 

Yon know, my dear BaJJut, what a Difpute 
we lately had with one, who is a great lover 
of Hiftorv, that is, At. Fmteita ; when he faid, 
that Ftrmm, who pofleffed himfelf of v£gjft 
in the time of Avreltan, was a Robber and 
not a Prince. Againff which, I, together 
With me Rufus Cel(us, Cejonitts Julianas, Fabius 
ScfiavMs t and Severn Arcbmttui, affirmed, that 
Firmut did both a&ually wear the Purple, as a 
Prince, and had a Coin ftamped in his Name, 
whereof fbme Pieces were produced, and alio 
by the Grecian and the tAEgjpnan Writings it 
appears, that in the Edi&s which he publiflied, 
he is remarked by the Title of Emperor. The 
only Reafbn which Ftmtetw had to offer againlt 
this , was ; That Aurtltan did not fay in his 
Edi<a, fpeaking of Fnmus, that he had killed 
a Tyrant or a Pfeude tmperor, but that he had 
deliver'd the State of a Robber. As it it could 
be 
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be expected, that fo Renowned a Prince as Air 
Titian fhould have given him any better Name. 
Or, as if all great Princes did not call thofe 
Robbers, who Invade their Crowns, and are 
beaten befides in the Attempt. Not but that, I 
remember very well,that in the Life ofAurelian, 
I have reprefented Firmui, as one, who did not 
pretend to the Purple, as an Emperor. For I 
muft confefs, that when I writ that, it was, be- 
caufe I had not then the knowledge of all the 
things concerning him, which I have attained 
to fince. But to be fhort ; 

Ftrmus was a Native of the City of Seleucia. 
Several Grecian Writers do give him to ano- 
ther place indeed ; but that is a miftake, into 
which they are led by this, that there are three 
at the fame time of the fame Name of Firmui ; 
whereof one was the Governour of vS/ypt ; 
the other a Proconful and a General on the 
Frontiers of Africa: But this Firmui was a 
Friend and an Aflbciate of the Lady Zembia ; 
for whom he, with the affiftance of thte *s£- 
ijpttans, took the City of Alexandria, and was 
at length happily defeated by Aurelian, and the 
wonted bravery of that Prince. 

There are many things reported of the Riches 
of this Firmui. It is (aid, that he had the Walls Vaft 
ofhis Houfe Wainfcoted with Squares of Glafs, Wealth 
faftned by Bitumen , and other Medicaments^ 
He was the Mafter of fb much of the Manu- mru ' 
fa&ure of Paper, that he often publickly laid, 
lie could maintain an entire Army out of only 
Paper and Glue. He entertained a great Friend- 
foip with the Blcmmy* and the Saractm. He 
fent 
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fern Ships of Merchandize oftentimes intc 
India. He had two Elephant's Teeth, ten Foo 
long ; With which, and two others added tc 
them, Aurtlian who took them, defigned tc 
make a Chair, wherein to place a Statue ol 
Jupiter in Gold, covered with Jewels and s 
Robe of State, and illuftrated with Infcriptions: 
Which Statue was to be fet up in the Tempi; 
of the Sun, and to be entitled, Jupiter the giva 
of Good Counfel. But Carinus afterwards poflef 
fing himfelf of thole Teeth, made a Prefeni 
of them to a certain Lady, who ufed them foi 
the Feet of a Bed. I fay no more, becaufe wc 
of this Age know her ; and for Pofterity, ii 
it fignifies nothing. But thus that Indian Rarity, 
which was Conlecrated to the-moft Excellem 
and Mighty Jupiter, was by a lewd Prince 
made at once the Purchafe of a Miftreft, and 
the Scene of the Exercife of her too; 
HuPerfr Firmus was of a large Stature, with great 
risge. and prominent Eyes, frizled Hair, Scars and 
Wounds on his Face, a blackifli Vifage, the 
reft of his Body fair enough, but Hairy and 
Briftly ; lo that a great many called htm a Cj- 
clops. He eat a vaft deal of Flefh > forne fay, 
a 'whole Oftrich in a day. He drunk not much 
Wine, but very much Water; and was a Man 
of a ftrong Brain arid lo robuft Nerves, that 
one might allow him to be ftronger than ths 
Gladiator Tritanrms in Varro. For he would 
bear a Smith's Anvil, with Perlbris with all their 
force knocking upon it, upon his Breaft, as he 
lay bent in his Body backwards, and only reft- 
ing upon his Hands and Feet, without touching 
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the ground with his Back. There was once a 
difpute betwixt him and ibmeof the Officers 
of Aurelian about Drinking- Burburus, a nioft 
noted Drinker, and an old Soldier, challenged 
him to Drink with him. Firmut drank up two 
large Veffels full of Wine, and remained all 
the time after fober. Says Burburus to him, 
Why have you not drank up the very Grounds too ? 
Tou filly C reature, anfwer'd Firmus, no body drinks • 
Earth. 

This Firmus therefore aflumed to himfelf the 
Quality of an Emperor, in oppofition to Au- 
relian'^ and maintained the Parts which as yet 
were 'remaining to Zenobia'm the Eaft. Aurelian 
beat him, in his return from Heren in Mefopo- 
tamta. Some fay, Firmus afterwards Hanged His Dc- 
himfelf. But this is difproved by the Edi& of/"* 
Aurelian, which he fenc to Rome, together with Deatl}t 
the Notice of his Victory, which was thus. 



The Emperor Aurelian to his moft 
dearly beloved People of %ome, 
fendeth Greeting. 

WE have reduced all the Parts of the Ro- 
man World whatever, unto a peaceable 
fubjeclion to us. Firmus the /Egyptian Robber, ( 
"who was in motion with d Company of Barbarians, 
and was gathering up the relaxes of the Forces 
of Zenobla, in fiort, we have defeated^ taken 
him, and killed him. There is nothing more for 
you, my Romans, new to be afraid of. The Tri- 
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bute of -Egypt, -which that wicked Robber bad 
fuffended, will now ante entire to you. Be you 
at Concord with the Senate, and in good Amitj 
with the Gentry, and the Soldiers of the Guards, 
I will take care, that nothing (haB hurt yeu. Enter- 
tain jour /elves at the Paflimes and the Shews of 
the Cirque. Follow your Pleafisret, wbtl/l we are 
taken up with the Necefftttes of the State. Where- 
fore, my mofi Excellent Romans, and fo he goes 
on men his Edid. 

This, Sir, is what you may know, we have 
collected , that is worthy of Remembrance, 
concerning Ftrmus. If you would define to un- 
derstand further all the hght and frivolous 
things which Aurtlius Fejtivus, a Servant of the 
Emperor Aurelian, hath written of him, I muft 
refer you to read that Author your fclf. I 
come next to Saturnintss, who fet up for the 
Empire againft Probus, in the Parts of the Eaft. 



SATUR- 



Vol. tt. 



SATURNINUS. 

SATURN1NUS was by Nation aFrencb- 
man, who are a moft Unquiet fort of 
People, and always ambitious of fetting 
j up for Empire. 

This Man, being known to Aurelian to be 
' an excellent Commander, was preferred by 
that Emperor to be the General on the Orien- 
tal Frontier. At the fame time he wifely 
commanded him, never to fee t/Egypt. For 
reflecting, as it is thought, upon the Nature of 
the Gauls on the one hand, and of the idZgyf- 
tmt on the other, he was afraid, that fhould 
Saturninus come amongft fb troublefome a 
People as thofe of the ts£gyftiam, he might 
by their Converfation be (purred on to thofe 
Attempts, to which his French Genius it felf 
enough inclined him. 

The Egyptians, you know very well, are a chxr&tr 
Ventole, Outragious, 1 Proud, Injurious fort of of ths E- 
People, Loofe, Libertines, lovers of Novelties; gyptuns. 
they will dare to fing Seditious Songs publickly 
in the Streets; Vei fifters upon the Perfons of 
their Princes and Magiftrates; Aftrologers, 
Soothfayers, Empiricks, foinetimes Christians, 
fomctimes Jsvvs, always diiplsafed with tha 
X x prelen: 
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prefent Times, agiinft: which they give them- 
felvcs a ftrange Liberty. I would not have 
anv tsEgiptian to blame me for ihis Character, 
nor think that I write it of my own head ; foi 
I will infe. t here a Letter of the Emperoi 
Hadrian, which 1 have met with in the Boole 
of Phlegon, who was a Servant to him, thai 
fully de:e&s the Lives of the Egyptians. 

The Emperor Hadrian unto SerYtams 
the Conful, Greeting. 

I Have gtvett my ft If a perfetl Under ft andmi 
cf j£.gyp:; -which you, my well beloved Set- 
vianus, did jometme recommend to me. Tot) 
are a light mconftmi People, always in fufpence, 
and changing at every ftrohe of Fame. Thofe, 
who ll-'crjhtp the Cod, Serapis , are nevertbeleji 
Confiians ; and Men who call tbemfelves the Bi- 
ftcti cf Chriftj are Votaries to Serapis too. There 
is no Ruler of :he Synagogues of the Jews, no Sa- 
maritan, r,o Freiiyter cf the Chrifiians, no Afro- 
t-gir, no Sr-;:hf ayer, no Phyftcian, but he TVorflnp 
Ssrapij. The' Patriarch Limfelf cf Alexandra 
he cerres h-.thtr, x ly Joint obliged to adore 
Serap:;, vy ethers to ad ire Cliriflr. A fort cf Men 
ih:y are, extrean.'y Seditious, Vain ar.d Injurious: 
Alexandria .-.<" fef ts Splendid, Rich, and Fruit- 
ful • no bed} lives Idle in it. Some make Glafs, 
c-.htrs Paper i it hers wcrk cn Linen: every one 
appears to be if cr.e Art or ether. Net fo much as 
the Gouty, utter in Hand cr Foot, but are employ- 
ed, and have f-Kc thing that thej do. The Bimi 
are 
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are employed. Sera pis is a common God to them 
41. Him the Chilians, the Jews, and Perfons 
of all Nations Worfhip. I wijh that it was a bet- 
ter governed Ctty. It deferves certainly , by its To- 
puloujnefs and Magnitude, to hold the Reins of all 
/Egypt. / have granted to this City all things. 
I have reftored it te its antient Privileges, and 
have added new ones to them • far which they 
thanked me, whilft I was prefect with them 5 hut 
I was no Jooner departed, but they [poke a thou- 
[and things againfi my Son jEIius Verus, and what 
they have [aid concerning Anrincus, / believe you 
have heard. So 1 leave them to their Eggs and 
Chickens ; which how they Hatch, that "is in a 
Dungbil, it a a (hame almoftto mention. I have 
fent you three .Egyptian Cups of changeable Co- 
kursy which a Prieft of the Temple made a Prefent 
of to me. I dedicate them particularly to you and 
tny Sifter : J would have you to ufe them upon the 
Feftival Days, and take care that your young Son 
does not handle them too roughly and break them. 

So the Emperor Aurelian refj 2<fting upon this 
various and unfteady Temper of the Egyptians, 
commanded Satumieus not to corns amongft 
them, to avoid the conlequences which he fore- 
faw, might follow upon ir, if he did. In which 
he was in the right. For no looner did the cs£- 
gyptians iee him afterwards in Power, in the time 
of Probits, bnt they cv\ea, We make Saturninus 
'Emperor, The Gods fave your Majefty, It IS 
true, he prudently retired prefently from Alex- 
andria again , and went into Pak@ina. But 
finding there, that it was not fafe for him to 
X ? live 
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live after this in the Quality of a private Man, 
he differed the Soldiers that were about him to 
put upon him the Purple, and adore him as 
Emperor. The Purple was a Cloak, taken ofi 
for the purpofe of a Sratue of Vtms. My Grand- 
father was in the Company when he was Ado- 
red : 1 have often heard him fpeak of it. Sa- 
turninus, he fa id, wept, and expreffed himfelf 
thus: 

If I may fpeak it •without Arrogance, tbe Go- 
vernment hath loji an ujeful Subject. It is cer- 
tain, I have re-efiabltfied Gallia. / have reco- 
vered Africa out $f tbe poffetfion of tbe Moors. 
I have apnea fed Spain. But what's this? It is all 
left, and tbe Merit cf it will be aboliflsed by this one 
Hcnonr, which ycu unhappily *ffecJ to give me. 

The Company that was about him, anima- 
ting him on to the Enterprize, hefaid; 

Tcu knew not, my Friends, what a troubltfom 
thing it ts te be a Prince f Drawn Swords by no- 
thing but a Hair hang ever our Heads \ every 
■where Pcniards and Darts threaten as. Our 
Guards, cur Companions themselves art feard b) 
us. We eat net cisr Meat with pleafure^ and we 
ere forced to Wars and Arms, many times, con- 
trary to our judgments. Whatever ones Age ts, to 
be Jure, it meets with Reproaches upon the Throne, 
Is a Man Old: ie is dijabled, and pajl Service. 
Is he Tcung? he is Wild and Ra(ls. What (hall 
I fay tf Probus, who ts fo univerfally Amiable? 
For wtilfi ycu make me Rival to him, to whom 
I w.liizgly Cede, ar,d wboje Orpcer Idtfire rather 
to be. yu draw ir.t into a necejjity cf Dejlrucltcn. 
Ijka'u have only this Comfort, that 1 cannot penfo 
dent. ' " ■ Thiij 



Vol.11. SATURN IN US. 3lI 

This, fays M. Salvidienas , was truly his 
Speech. Indeed he was one, who had no 
hnall knowledge of Letters. He had ftudied 
Rhetorick in Africa, and at Rome he had fre- 
quented the publick Academies. To be Ihort, 
I fee fome are miftaken about him, to think, 
that he was the Saturninui who pretended to 
the Empire in the time of Galliiniu, whereas 
this was altogether another Perfon. This Satyr- 
ninw was let up in the time of Probut, and killed 
againft alraoft the inclinations of that Prince. 
For Probm writ feveral kind Letters to him, 
and promifed him his Pardon. But the Soldi- 
ers who were about him, would not give him 
leave to hearken to thofe Offers. So the Party 
of Prcbui, which was lent againft him, bcfieged Saturninus 
him in (bmeCaftle in which he was, and killed ^m. 
him in the Aftion. It would be tedious to 
defcend to all the particulars of his Stature, his 
Perlbn, his Shape, his Eating and Drinking, 
which others may, that pleale, trouble them- 
lelves about, though the Example of them 
fcarce lignifies any thing. But I mall proceed 
to the following Account of Procului and 
Bonofus. 
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PROCULUS. 



PROCVLUS was a Native of the 'City 
of Albtvga, in the Republick of Genoa, 
amongft the Maritime Ahes ; cf a Gen- 
traclton tleman's Family : but as well himfelf, as his 
and , Anceftors, were great Robbers ; fo that what 
Wcdth. w ; tn t h e Cattel, the Slaves, and fuch things as 
he h.id gotten by that means, he wasVery Rich. 
It is /aid, that at that time that he took upon 
him the Empire, he Armed two thoufand of 
his own Slaves. 

He had a Virago to his Wife, who precipi- 
tated him into the Madnefs of putting up for 
the Empire. Her Name was at firft Viturgit ; 
afterwards /he was called Sampfon* They had 
a Son called Hernnianus • to whom if Proculus 
could have fupported himfelf in his Enterprize 
but five Years, he (aid, he would have fecured 
the Empire after him. 

It cannot be denied, but that Proculus was 
an extraordinary and a very brave Man ; and 
had always pafled his Life under Arms. He 
had Commanded in the Quality of a Tribune 
over feveral Legions, and had done Actions 
of great Valour. Not to omit a pleafant Paf- 
fege, wjiich he glories in, in the following 



Letter, which I had rather give 
wore;, than reprefent it my felf 




his own 
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Vrocuks to Matlanus his Kinfman, 
wiflieth Health 

I Have taken Captive out of the Country of Sir- 
matia one hundred Virgins. Ten of which I 
Uy with in one Night. To the hefi of my power , 
in fifteen days, I have made Women of them all. 

This is a Ridiculous A&ion you fee, and ex- 
tremely Libidinous, and yet he glories in it, 
and reckons as a fine thing, what was other- 
wife his Crime. However, being, notwith- 
ftanding his Wickednefs and his Lewdnefs, 
a confiderable Officer, and one that acquit- 
ted himfelf always with great Courage, the 
Colony of Lyons in France, who had been fe- 
verely Treated by the Emperor Aurelian t and 
were very much afraid again of Probsts , fo- 
liating him to it, he fet himfelf up to be 
Emperor. Ontfimus fays, which I do not re- 
member that I have read in any one elfe, That 
he was made Emperor in Raillery, as it were, 
firft at a Game of Chefs. For being one day 
at an Entertainment, at Play at Chefs, in which 
he went out King ten times, one of the Com- 
pany who wanted not Wit, faluted him upon 
it as Emperor, and faid, The Gods fave jour 
Majefiy. And fetching him a piece of Purple, 
put it upon him, and then Adored him. This 
gave occafion to the Company that was privy 
to it, to joyn with him , and they went next 
to gain the Army, and fb fee up for the Empire. 

Trotulm 
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Proculus was not a little ferviceable to the 
Gauls. For though he never fought , but in 
the way of the Brigundages, which he conti- 
nually committed , he gained himfelf and 
them lome glory over the Germans. 

Probus coming againft him, and ready to 
drive him almoft out of the World, he defired 
to take Refuge in the afliftance of the Franks; 
from whom he pretended to derive his Origi- 
nal. But as it is familiar with the Franks to 
bxeaJc their Faith, and make no more than a 
ye i t Jeft of it, they betrayed him, and fo Prebus 
(lain, overcame him and flew him. His Pofterity 
are at this time living at Albenga, who in raillery 
will often fay , that they neither like being 
Robbers, nor Princes. So much concerning 
Troculus. 



BONOSUS. 

iiUKx- 1T%0N0SUS was of a Houfe of Spain, 
traSitm. ' but Born in Britain. His Mother a 
" " Gtultft or a French Woman. His Fa- 
ther either a ProfefTor in Rhetorick, as he (the 
Son) (aid, or as I have found from others, a 
Grammarian ; who dying when this his Son 
was very young, bis Mother, who was a Wo- 
man of Wn, educated him and taught him 
iomething of Letters. 



He 
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He fetved as a Soldier firft in the Foot, and 
afterwards in the Horfe. He rofe to be a Cen- 
turion, then to be a Tribune, and atlafttobe 
the General on the Frontier of Rbatia. 

No Man ever drank like Bonofm. The 
Emperor Auretian faid often of him , That 
certainly he was born, not to fay to Live, but HitAbili- 
particularly to live to Drink. That Emperor ^ 
however long had him in efteem- becaufe of his *' 
experience in the matter of War. And when 
any Embafladors arrived from the Barbaria* 
Nations of what Parts foever, it was the bufi- 
nefs of Bonofut to drink with them, till in their 
drink he difcover'd out of them many times 
their f^crets. For Bonofuj, let him drink to 
what excels he would, was never concerned i 
But on the contrary, as Ontfinxut fays in his Life 
of Prcbiff, he was even the more prudent and 
more decreet for drinking. Withal he had 
this particular Quality with him, that as much 
as he drank, it pafled from him again- It never 
was any burden to his Stomach, or his Belly, 
or his Bladder. 

It happening one time, that the Germain 
had burnt the Shipping which the Rontam ufed 
upon the River Rhine, Bonojut, to avoid the 
punifhment which he feared for his Negle<* 
in that matter, let up himfelf Emperor. He 
fupported himfelf with that Quality longer 
thari it was well to be expected. He engaged m, 
tMrEmperor Trobus in a fevere Battel: bwfeatanj 
bAg overcome, he Hanged himfelf; and^thqy Death. 
Jefted upon him, and laid., It ts a Hog]beaA $ 
'qnA not h Man, that bangs bert. 

He 
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He left two Sons, and a Wife. The Sons, 
Frebut forgave. The Wife he was very obliging 
to, and allowed her a Penfion to her death. 
For befides, that {he was a Woman, as my 
Grandfather hath (aid, of Wit and of lingular 
Merit; (he was a Princefs of the Royal Blood 
of the Goths, and one whom the Emperor Au- 
relian had purpofely married to Bonofus , that 
through her and him he might the better pe- 
netrate into all the Affairs of the Gotbi. I will 
give you here a Letter of Aurelian written to 
the Lieutenant of Thrace, concerning that 
Marriage, and the Prefents which Aurelian 
gave upon this occafion. 

The Emperor Aurelian to Gallio 
Jvitus, Greeting. 

I Writ to you in my lafi, to AJfemble the Terfom 
of Quality of the Goths, at the City of Heracla, 
for whom I have order A an Entertainment. For 
1 have a mind that Hunila (hall be Married to 
Bonofus. Tou fhall prefent the Bride with all 
things, according 'to the underwritten Order, and 
you (hall Celebrate the Nuptials out of the Fublick 
Money. 

The Prefents were, Fine Gowns of a Violet 
Colour, of Silk : one or Silk, embroider'd with 
Gold. Two fine Smocks, and all fuch other 
things as are proper for a Lady of Quality. 
Tou fliaS give her one hundred Philips in Gold, 
One tboujand Antonines in Stiver , and Ten 
tboufand Sejterces in Braft. 
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This is what I remember, that I have read 
as to Bonofus. I might have omitted all thefe 
four la ft Perfons, and perhaps no body would 
have milled them. But becaufe I would not 
be wanting in any thing to my Truft, I have 
taken the care of intimating as much as I have 
been able to learn, concerning thefe alfo. 

The remaining Princes, are Carus, Numt- 
rianui and Carims : For as for Diecle/tan and 
thole that follow, it is fit, that they Ihould be 
Reprefented by a better Pen than mine. 
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3 ! 8 The Life and Reign of the Vol. H, 

A, Cbrifti 

Cclxxxiii. 



THE 

Life and Reign 

# OF THE 

EMPEROR 
CAR US. 



B Y 

FLAVIUS VOPISCUS. 



HO W the Power of Fate reigns over 
the Commonwealth of Rome, and 
fbmetimes raifes it to the greateft 
Jieighth, and then humbles it again, 
and throws it down as much the other way; 
the Death of the Emperor Frobm is a fuffici- 
cient demon ftration. Prtbus had fucceeded 
to the Empire after Aurcltan, by the joynt 
Voice of the Senate and the People; and 
whilft 
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whilft the Laws and the Government were 
lodged in fo juft a Hand, we feemed fecure, 
confidering that we had how enjoyed a few 
good Reigns together of a continued Series of 
Happinefs to relieve the State, after all the dif- 
ferent Calamities, and after fo many changes 
of Fortune with which it had been tofled and 
varied in the courie of time, in that manner, 
that it hath fufTered almoft all the Events 
which are incident to any Man, by the Mor- 
tality of his Nature. 

But by a fatal Paffion of the Soldiers, this fo 
acceptable Emperor, Vrobm, was cut off; whole 
lofe was lb great, that we were no lefs ftruck 
at it, than a Man in a Fire or in a Shipwrack; 
and the Publick was reduced to that delpair, 
as that every one feared the Succeffion of fome 
Domitian, VittUim or Nero in his place. It is 
natural at any time rather to have Fears than 
Hopes from the , manners of an uncertain 
Prince : But efpecially well might a People do 
fo, whofe Wounds were yet green, and wfto 
not long lince had fud one of their Emperors 
(Valerian ) carried into Captivity ; another (Gal- 
lientfs) given up to Luxury, and about Thirty 
pretended Princes, in the mean time darting 
up, and rending the Empire in Pieces by a Ci- 
vil War, according as every one challenged the 
Sovereignty to himlelf. 

If we take a view of the Changes which the 
Commonwealth of Rome hath fuffered from 
the Foundation of the Citv, we /hall find, that 
never any People hath flouriihed more by good 
Fortune, nor yet laboured under worfe. Ro- 
mulvt 
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Various mulus, to begin with him , our true Father, 
fortune of w h 0 as [ may f i y > begat, founded; conftitu- 
d^diffe- ts ^' anc * confirmed this State, had the fingu- 
rtnt Pnn- l ar Happinefs above all other Founders to leave 
us. a perfect City. Numa afterwards added Tri- 
urriphs to this City by his victorious Arms, and 
at the fame time ftrengchened it with Laws of 
Religion. So we flourilhed to the time of 
Tarqum the proud ; and then a Storm fell up> 
on us, occafioned by the arbitrary Vices of that 
King, which we revenged ; but it was not 
without much hazarding our own Ruine. From 
therice we palled and increafed to the War of 
the Gauls, when we were over-run with a Flood 
of the Enemy, the City of Rome, excepting 
only the Capitol taken ; and we fuffered well 
nigh more hurt now, than we ever enjoyed 
good, fince our very Foundation. However, 
our Commonwealth recovered itfelf from this 
Blow ; but yet it Was fo plagued with the Car- 
tbsfrmian Wars,and the Terror of King Pyrrhus, 
that it couid not be at any reft for its miferabls 
Fears. At length, we conquered Carthage, 
and extended our Empire far beyond the Seas; 
the Senfe of which Felicity was extenuated to 
us, by our Social Difcords. and our Civil Wars, 
under which we (pent our time, unto AuguftM 
Cafar, who repaired the State for us anew, if 
we may call that yet a Reparation, which was 
wrought at the Expence of our Liberty. How- 
ever it is, although we were fometime troubled 
at home, amongft foreign Nations our Name 
flourished ; and after (everal ill Emperors that 
afflicted us, the State lifted up its Head again 
under 
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under Viffajian. The Happinefs of Titus wm 
no fooner enjoyed than loft ; to whom fuc- 
eeeded the cruel Domitian, whofe Wounds went 
deep. Under .Nirrva and Trajsn t and fo to 
Marcus AntttmtHs, our Condition was better 
than ordinary ; but then came the mad and 
cruel Commodus, and excepting in the Reign 
of Ssptmms Stverm, the State received no good 
from all its Princes, from thence unto Sevtrus 
the Son of Mommaa. It would be tedious to 
recount all the following Hiftory: Valtriati 
iras caft out of a Capacity of being enjoyed. 
Galltmus afflicted us fifteen Years. Fortune, 
who loves variety, and is almoft always an E- 
nemy to Virtue, envied Claudius a long Reign; 
and thus Aurtlian, thus Tacitus, thus Probus were 
cut off and deftroyed ; that we may fee, there 
is nothing fo grateful to Fortune, as to turn 
things of the moft gublick Nature and Cort* 
fequence varioufly uplide down. 

But why do I complain of thefe Matters 
here, and delay my felf upon fuch inconftan* 
cies of the times ? I come to the Emperor 
Carus, who was a Prince, as I may fay, of a 
middle Character ; but rather to be placed 
among the Good, than the ill ones ; and he 
Would have been much better if he had not 
lift fuch an Heir as Carmus. 

The Country of the Nativity of Carus is Strtlr 
lb ambiguoufly reported by a great many, that pUce'of 
[cannot be precife to determine, on whole Carus un- 
Me the Truth lies, Ontfmus, who hath writ- certain. 
en the Life of Probus very carefully, fays, 
iut he was both born,, and brought up to Lct- 
Y ters 
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ters at Rome ; but that his Parents were of the 
Province of Wyricum. Fabius Cyriliianui, wh< 
hath taken no left Pains about the Hiftory o 
the times or Carm, Numerianut, and Carinu 
fays, that he was not born at Rome, but in jBy 
ricum \ ami not there of Iliynan, but of Car 
tbagiman Parents. Now I remember I havi 
feen in fbme Journal, that he was a Milanej 
born ; but by his Grandfather incorporatec 
into the City of Aauileia. Himlelf, it canno 
be denied, pretended as if he was of Romai 
Biocd, as the following letter (hews, whicl 
when he was a Proconlul, he writ to his Lieu 
tenant, reminding him of his Duty. 

Marcus Jurel'ms Carus the Proconfu 
of Cilicia, to Junius his Licutc 
nant. 

OUR Anceftors, tbi great Men amongtl tk 
Romans, have objerved a Cufiom in tbi 
creati^tr their Lieutenants, to give the World a 
Specimen of their own Manners by tbofe of wbon 
they rrnkt Choice tp act under them in the Se* 
vice of the Government. But yet if this Cufiorr, 
bad not been, 1 had done no otherwise than j 
have in my Choice of you. At the Jamt time, , 
have obferved tbu Cufiom too, unLefs yeu decern 
me. Tiuvsift plcafe to take care, that you do m 
make us dijfennt from our Roman Anceftors. 



His 
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His Speech which he firft fent to the Se- 
nate, after he was created Emperor, figni- 
fies the fame thing. A part if it was thus. 

IT may be a Matter of fomt Joy to you, Fa- 
thers of the Senate, that one lut of your own 
Order, and alfoef your own Original is f referred 
to be Emperor.' It JhaB not be by my means, that 
Strangers and Foreigners Qsati make better Princes , 
than tbofe rcbo are cbofen out of you. 

Through the feveral degrees of Offices in 
the Army and the Civil Lift ; this Perfbn came 
(as the Titles upon his Statues fhew ) to be the 
Captain of the Guards to the Emperor Probus \ 
in which Port, he gained himfeJf fb much the 
Hearts of the Soldiers, that after Probus was 
killed, they thought him the Man the molt 
worthy of the Succcffion. Not that I am in- 
fenfible, that feveral have fufpe&ed, that Pro- 
bus was killed by an Intrigue of Cams. But, 
as Carus did conftantly and feverely revenge 
the Death of that Pwnce, Co neither the Man- 
ners of Carus, nor the Obligations which were 
laid upon him by his Mafter, will fuffer me to 
give Credit to fuch a Sufpicion. The Ho- 
nours which Probus did him, and the Opinion 
Srhich he had of him, yon may read in this 
Letter to the Senate. 
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The Emperor <Prohtts to his entirely 
beloved Senate wifheth Health, 

AMmtf otier things, he fays^ happy would 
it be for out Empire, if we bad many more 
(ucb Per/mi to execute the publitk Offices, as Gams 
ts, or as a great many alfo of yott. I deffre that 
his Statue, if you fleaje, may be fet up on Horfe- 
had, to the Honour of a Man who is compa- 
rable to the Antientt ; and alfo that a Houfe ma) 
be built for him at the publtck Charge ; the Mar- 
ble whereof (haS be provided hj me. It is ft, 
that we (hould fo reward the Integrity of fucb A 
Terfon. And fo he goes on. 

In Ihort, not to multiply things of lefler mo- 
ment, and fuch as are to be found elfewhere, as 
ibon as Cam had entred upon the Empire, 
he with the Content of all the Army prolecu- 
ted the Defign of the Perfian War, which had 
been enterprifed by Prcbus. To his two Sons 
Numcnanu* and Carmus, he gave the Title and 
Power of C<e[ars ; the latter of which, he fent 
with chofen Perfons to the Government ot 
GaUia, The former, who was a very fweet 
and ingenious Youth, he took along with 
himfelf. Ms often afterwards repented ot 
fending Carinas into Gallia; and he would 
much rather have fent Numeriams, only hs 
was not of an Age fufficient, becaufe it is a 
place which efpecially requires a fteady Gover- 
nor; 
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nour ; for he was difpleafed with the Manners 
of Carimal and complains of him in a Letter 
to the Captain of the Guards, infomuch that 
he really had it fpmetimes in his mind, what 
Onefimus fays, to depofe hirn for his ill defertSj 
from his Cafarean Dignity again. 

Carus (erved hirnfelf of the great Preparati- 
ons and all the Force of Frobut for the Wars, 
which he had before him. He difpatched firft 
in great part, that with the Sarmatians ; and then 
marching againft the Pp/ians, without any op- 
position, he took the Country of Mefofotamia, 
and came as far as to the City of Qtefybm ; whil^l 
tfie ferfiw were engaged at home withtheirdp- 
inieftick Seditions. This gave him the Title of 
Conqueropr of the Terfiam. He was in him,(ejf 
greedy of Glory* but his Captain of the Guards 
lpurred him further on to it, feeking the De- 
ftrudion both of him and his Son, becauiche 
coveted to fucceed in the Empire after them. 
So being for extending the progress of his 
Arms even beyond Qtefifbm. he marched and 
died prefently after; forae fay of Sicknefs, o- Death of 
thprs, that he was ftruck dead with Thunder Carui. 
and Lightning. It is true, that at that time, 
there arofe on a Hidden fiich a vail Tempeft 
with dreadful Lightning and more dreadful 
Thunder, that feveral were almoft killed with 
Only the Fright. But as for the real manner 
of the Death of Carus, the Letter following of 
Junm$ C*llburnws x one of his Secretaries, writ- 
ten to the Goyernour of the City of Rome, 
gives this Account of it. 

Y i At 
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A 5 Cams, fays he, our truly dear Prince lay 
fick in bis "Tent, on a fudden there arofe fttcb 
a Hurricane and a Storm, that all things darkened, 
and we could not dtfcern one another. Then follow- 
ed Thunder and Lightning , Ifke the continued falling 
of fiery Meteors from Heaven, which aftonifted 
us fo, that we did not know what we did, nor 
where we were. However, on a fudden, it was 
crjed, the Emperor was dead, which happened )ufi 
after the greateft clap of Thunder, that bad fright- 
ntd aR. The Servants of the Emperor's Bed- 
Chamhtr, tn grief for bis Death, fet fire to bis 
Tent. The Flame whereof jcjned with the Light- 
ning, cccafioned a Difcourfe, that be was killed 
with the Lightning. But as much: as I know of 
the matter, I think it is certain, ibdt it was of 
bts tllnefs, that be died. 

I have the rather infertedthis'Letter, becaufe 
it is often faid, chat by a certain Power of Fate, 
the Roman Emperors are reftrained from pai- 
ring beyond the City of Cttfivbon ; and that 
Cams was for that Reafon delfroyed by Light- 
ning, becaufe he offered to tranlgrefs that li- 
mit. But let timidity cover ir felf under what 
Arts it pleales, the Brave wjll defpile them. 
The moit excellent Cacfar, Maximiaa, does nor, 
nor will ever think it unpermitted to him to 
conquer the Perfians, and to penetrate beyond 
them too ; which I am of Opinion, he will ei- 
fcA, if we be not wanting ourfelves to the pro 
roiled Favour of the Gods. - ' 

There 
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There are many things which fpe&kCarut a 
good Prince, and amongft the reft this ; that 
prelently after he was pofTeffed of the Empire, 
the Sarmatiam who were grown fo inlolent up- 
on the Death of Probus, as to menace not only 
iQjricum, but Thrace and Italy with an Inya- 
fion, thefe Men he Jo defeated, and broke 
chiefly by. his Policy, that in a few days he fet- 
tled the Security of Pannenia, killed fixteen 
Thouland of the Bnemy, and took twenty 
Thoufand more of both Sexes Prifoners. 

This I prelume, may he enough to fay as to 
Carus. 

Let us pal's on next to Ntmuriauut : For tho' 
Carmus was both the elder Brother, and the el- 
der Caefar, yet it is neceflkry to dilcourfe of 
Numerianut the firft, inafmuch as he was the 
aeareft at that time to his Father, and followed - 
his Death ; and his Story alio is fomething the 
more admirable, becaule of his Father-in-Law 
Aftr. After him will follow that of Carimts % 
with whom the Emperor Diothfian fought (e- 
reral Battels, and had the Fortune at laft to . 
kill him. 
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NUMERIANUS, the Son ofC*w, 
was a P«rfon extremely well dUpo 
led, as to his Matt Decs , and truly 
worthy of the Empire. 
™'/ ms He had a lingular Genius foe Eloquence, 
*u truing. ***h m Profe ai » d « n v He declaimed in 
Pablick, and was the Author of feveral things 
extant, which are Noble in that kind. In 
Verle he exceeded all the Poets of his Age. 
He difpured the Bays with the famous Olym- 
pus Nimeftavm ; and he as far outdid the lam- 
inks of AurtltMs AfoUinoris , as the Sun out- 
shines every thing eUe. A Speech which he 
once lent unto the Senate, was filled with lb 
much Eloquence, that they Voted him a Sta- 
tue, to be let up in the JJlpian Library, not as 
to a Cafar, but as an Orator. The Inlcription 
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was, 



V«UI, NUMERI ANUS. 



was, 70 NwcrianBS Ofar, the nuft Power/id 
Orator tf bit Tm» 

Aecpropanying bit Father to the ferfivt War, 
he created himlelf a Sicknefs with the es- 
cefiive grief, w h»<?h he copk a<t his i^path j 
which gave an opportunity to Atrm 4fer t ius 
Father-in-Law, tp kill him as he was in a tit- » „ 



Throne himfelf in his ftead. He kipt the 
Murder private for ffveral daft; tejdipgthe 
Soldiers, when they enquired abosthis Health, 
that Kumeritiw wa* not to he le*n,bGcaufe 
he was obliged co keefi ojw of the Wn4 and 
the Stw» for hjs (ore Eyes, which he had; tiU 
a f k& «h* Body mime, aod theTnetory 
ot xtwr not b«mg pfcfl&le to be tongs? epa» 
cpjj«4, <hey took him and broyght him tp*h* 
Headctf the Army j whe*e afar a gmae Ha- 
rangue appn «be oficafion. »nd a £wbun*l 
raited* it was prepo&d. who 4hoald,be the 
juft Avenger pfthe D&ilh of fiw«wm>, and 
Whothe Prinee to fofcwed to the thjedne, AH 
w«& a Dmne Content $ryed, Tteckfim, who 
then Coeivaiidedthe Forces pf the HoeftoW. 
and had recci^ee" befor ©-already ma.r»y Psefagej 
pf his foture Reign. 

DmbP*n was a Perfonage pf great Note, 
poktick, well affciStod to the State, a loyer of 
his Friends, prepared for all Events asoccafion 
required ; his Counfeb always raifed, yet never 
Extravagant nor Impudent, becaufe he ft*#ed 
within him the Motions pf his unquiet Breaft, 
with an extraordinary Obftinacy, He mount- 
ing the Tribunal, and being proclaimed Em- 




peror, 
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peror, the Queftion next was, How Numeri- 
anus was Killed? Aper, who had been the 
Captain of the Guards, ftood by. Dioclefian 
drew his Sword, and finking it through the 
His Death Body of Aper upon the place, faid, This u the 
revenged. Author of the Death of Numerianus. So Aper 
was ferved but as his Adions deferved. My 
Grandfather hath told me, that he was in the 
Company, when Dioclefian killed him with his 
own Hand ; and he faid, as Diocltfian made 
the Blow, he cryed to Aptr, Be proud, that 
you fall by fo great a Hand as mint. 

It is Matter of Curjofity, and not common- 
ly known, I mean the Story, which is proper to 
be told in this place, of a Prefage that happen- 
ed to Dioclefian, of his Elevation to the Empire. 
My Grandfather hath told me, that he recei- 
ved it from Dioclefian himfelf. When Diocltfi- 
an ferved at the City of Tmgres in the Nether, 
lands, where he was then a young Soldier, and 
in an inferior Port, talking with a Woman 
who was a 6ruid, about his daily Expences at 
the Inn in Which he lodged, fays fhe to him, 
Dioclefian, you are too Covetom, yom are too good 
a Manager : Dioclefian in jeft anfweredj. But 
I ivii be Generous when I am an Emperor. Says 
fhe, Dioclefian, you need make no Jeft of it : 
Tes, yes, you wiB be an Emperor, but you mujl 
frjt iiB a Boar. From that time Dioclefian al- 
ways had thoughts in his mind of the Empire, 
as both Maximum and my Grandfather knew ; 
to whom he himfelf told this Story ; and 
laughed at it, but not a word to any body elfe. 
Therefore in Hunting, wherever he could, ha 
always 
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always killed the Boars with his own hand : Cq 
when Aurelian, Tacitus, Ttobai, and Carut, were ■ 
ali made Emperors before him, fays he' I al- 
ways kill the Boars, but another rum away with 
the Dijh and tht [met Bit. But when he had 
killed Aftr, which is a Latin Name for a Boar, 
Now, fays-he^ *>; lajtl Jutvf km ^ Fatal 
Boar. i »And myXSraMfathef hwh laid, that 
Dioclefiah declared, that he had no other rea- 
fon for killing Jiftr With his own hand, but 
to fulfil the Saying of the Druid, and ftrength- 
en rhimfelf in the Empire: for£\ot|ferwi(ij, 
especially uporuihe firlFdaydi hifc.R&gn, he 
did not deure to appear fc> Cruel, if luch a 
Neceflity h?d pot thereunto cotapelPd him. 
Now I come td Car&us. \ 1\ \* 
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CARINUS was one of the impureft 
of Men. I am alharaed to repeat, 
what Ontfimui hath written of him. 
An Adulterer, vicious with Boys whom 
he frequently debauched, and paflive in an 
hSt which is it felf contrary to the Nature of 
his Sex. 

His Father, going to the Terfian War, left 
him to be the Governour over Gallia, Italy, 
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IBjrrkum, Spain, Britain, add -d/r**, under the 
Title of a Carter, but with the filH Power of 
an Emperor. In this Government he ftrange- 
Jy dilhonOured himfelf wkh enormoiis Vices 
ana 1 Actions.. All the beft Perfons about him, His filthy 
he banilherfi arid took and kept others in their *?* 
room* who were of the worft of Mankind. Luxm "> 
He made one of his Porters the Governour of 
the City of Rome t than which nothing can be 
thought ftor mentioned, more fhameful. Th* 
Captain of the Guards, which he had, he kil- 
led, and into his place he put Matt&nianus^ an 
old Pimp. His Secretary, another of his Pimps 
who was always pcivy to his Lufts, and affifted 
him in them, he made a Conful agamft the 
exprefi Orders of the Emperor his Father. He 
writ haughty Letters to the Senate; threatned 
to give away their Eftates arnongft the Mob of 
the City. He married Nine Wives, taking one 
and putting away another ; feveral of which 
he put away big with Child. He filled the 
Court with Mimicks, Courtezans, Aftrefles, 
Singers and Pimps. He difdained the figmng 
of Difpatches himfelf ; lb that he kept a wrerch 
who was his Jefter, always at Noons, to fign 
them for him ; and many times he played up- 
on him agreeably for imitattng his hand well. 
He wore Jewels upon his Shooes ;, never wore 
a Button, but what was of a Jewel. His Belt 
was often (et with Jewels. He never did the 
Gonfuls or the great Officers of the State, the 
Honour to ftep to meet them coming. The * 
Lewd were much in his Favour, and always, 
invited to his TaHe. He had ordinarily a 
hundred 
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hundred Pound of Birds, the fame of Fifh, and 
a thoufand of Fiefh of feveral forts at a Meal. 
He fpent a great deal of Wine. He (warn (as 
I may fay ) amongft Fruits and Melons. He 
ftrew'd his Chambers and his Beds with Roles. 
His hot water Baths, when he bathed, were 
no more than Lukewarm. His cold- Baths 
were of Snow-water. Coming in the Winter 
to a place where there was a Spring of very 
warm Water, as it naturally ufes to be the war- 
mer in the Winter, and the Bath being fiip- 
phed with the fame, (ays he to the Waiters, 
Tom gtve me here Woman s Water ; which ( they 
fay ) was one of beft things, he ever faid. It 
would be tedious to tell at large the reft of his 
Luxuries. Fulvtus Afrrianui hath alfo already 
done it : Let the Reader who defires to know 
every thing fo particularly go to him. The 
Emperor Can* his Father, when he heard 
how he behaved himfelf, difowned him, and 
cried, He u none of mine. And had he lived, 
he would have deprived him of his Cafarean 
Dignity and Power again. OnefimHs fays, he 
would have put him to Death, and advanced 
Conjiamtus to his place, who was then the Pre- 
fident of Dalmatia, and was afterwards made 
Cxfar, than whom no Man was fitter for that 
Honour. 

Cartnut, after both his Father and his Bro- 
ther were dead, and DitcUfian was fet up to 
be Emperor, gave himfelf more than ever to 
Vice and Extravagance, as if he was now more 
free, and eafed of the Tycs of the Examples 
and domeftick Admonitions of his Family. 

However, 
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However, he wanted not the Vigour of mind 
to challenge the Empire. He Fought for it 
againft Dioclefim feveral Battels. In the laft He is de- 
ft which, a Town in Mafia, he was conquer- f ea "j . 
ed and killed. andJl4 " u 

This was the end of thefe Three Princes, 
Cams, Numerian, and Carinas. The Gods have 
given to us, fince them, the Emperors Diocle- 
fim and Maximian, to whom they have wor- 
thily joyned Galtrita and Conjlantius, whereof 
the former was born, to deface the ignominy 
of the Captivity of Valerian^ and the other to 
reftore Gallia to the Obedience of the Ramans. 
Theft are the four great Princes of the World, 
Valiant, Wife, Benign, Generous, of one Sen- 
timent for the Good and Interefts of the State, 
always referencing the Senate, Moderate, 
Friends of the People, Grave, Good, Religious, 
and fuch in fine.as we have ever prayed to have; 
whole Lives are feverally written by Claudius 
Euftbenius, fbmetime Secretary to Dieclefian, 
which I therefore mention, becaufe I would 
not that fo great a Work mould be expected 
from me, confidering the Difficulty of (peak- 
ing upon living Princes, blamelefs. 

One thing yet is very memorable in the Go- 
vernment of the Emperor Car»i, and of his two 
Sons, Numerian, and Carinas. They adorned 
the Publick Games, with which they enter- 
tained the People before they went to the Per- 
fian War, with Shews altogether new and 
ftrange, which we fee are painted upon a Gal- 
lery in a part of the Palace, to continue the 
memory of them to Poftericy. There was a 
Rope- 
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Strange Rope-Dancer, who feemed, as If he fnoved br 
flew in the Air ; the Cord on whieh he darticed 

Y ' nothef Mirl ran upon the edge of a Wall With 
Dancing Bears at his Heels. There was a 
Symphony of i hundred Trumpets, a hundred 
Haut-Boys, a hundred Pipes, a hundred Ftates, 
with Voices to them; a thouland Pantomimes, 
who danced all forts of Aritfcks ; others, that 
were Wreftlers, Runners, Leapers. There was 
an Engine which rtfpreienred the Burning of 
Towns, the Flames whereof taking hokJ on 
a part of the Amphitheatre, Dinle/run after- 
wards repaired it, and made k more Magni- 
ficent. Mimtcks from ail Countrfes, were pro- 
vided to be here. Then there was a foot* per- 
formed by the Sarmatitn Captives of Vaulting 
upon Horles, which is as pleafant as any thing 
in the World. Then there were thofe that a- 
dfed the Cjekfaan Poftures ; and all thefe Mu- 
licians, Players, Sports men, and the Grxcut* 
Artifts had Gold and Silver given them, and 
Garments of Silk. I cannot tell how much 
the People are ingratiated by fuch kind of 
things. But fure I am, that feveral other good 
Emperors have made no great Account of 
rhem. DioclefUn, when an Officer commen- 
ded to him thefe very Theatrical and Circen- 
fian Games of Carus, replied only, Then Carus 
bad laughing enough in his time. And when 
Diodeftan himfelf exhibited his Games accor- 
ding to the Cuftom, he was much more (pa- 
ri ng in the Liberty which he took, and in 
the Expence which he was at j he faid, rhofe 
Diverfions 
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Diverfions ought to be Chaft and Mofkft, 
confidering the prefence at leaft of the 
Cenfor. 

Now I leave this Jaft PafTage to be read by 
Junius Mcjfala, whom I dare be free to blame 
upon this occafion. Becaufe he hath fpent all 
his < Eftate upon Players, and denied it to his 
own Heirs. A Gown of his Mother's he gave 
away to one, a Coat of his Father's to ano- 
ther; a Garment of his Wife's, of Purple, em- 
broidered in Gold, on which her Name was 
wrought, he gave to a Piper, who triumphs in 
it, as in a Spoil of the Nobility of the Donor. 
What ftiall I fay of the Linens from Egypt 
The bright Tynan and Sjdonian Purples, em- 
broidered with admirable Art and Pains? 
The fine Stuffs from Arras , the Ruffets of 
Cantfa and other Cloaths from Africa ? 
Riches which were never feen upon the Stage 
before ! I am willing to fpeak all this to the 
World, purpofely, that the Gentlemen who 
give thofe Publick Sports for the future, may 
be a little afhamed to fpend their Eftates, in 
prejudice to their lawful Heirs, upon fuch a 
Company of Poltrons. 

Thus, my honoured Friend, you have now 
the little Prefent, which I prefume to offer 
to you, of this Hiftory. I have often 
laid, that I pretend not to fhew any thing of 
Eloquence in the writing, but only a Curio- 
fity to preferve and to relate Matter of Fac>. 
And therefore if any eloquent Hand fhall here- 
after pleafe to go over, and better illuftrate 

z dk 
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the Lives of thefe Princes, and mail fupply him 
felf with Materials for the purpofe, out ol 
what I have faid, I fhall be very well iatisfied, 
In the mean time, I defire you to be contented 
with my Services, and to believe that it was 
my Choice to write in this manner, withoui 
Difputing whether or no, I was able to have 
done it better. 
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DIOCLESIAN was born at an ob- HisBirtfr 
fcure Village called Dioclea in Dal- f 1 ^ and 
matia, and his Mother was of the ^ traai " 
fame Name with the Village. Wherefore be- 
fore his Elevation he was called Dioclti\ but 
being once let at the Head of the Reman Em- 
pire , he gave his Name a turn to the Form 
of a Roman Name and called himfelf D'totltfian. 

Z z He 
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He was for fome time in the beginning of 
his Youth, a Servant under tsfnulimtis, a Sena- 
tor. Then he went into the Army ; where by 
his Diligence, his Bravery, and his Conduft, 
he raifed himfelf lb, from one Poll to another, 
bv degrees, that after the death of Numerianiu, 
of which he protefted he was altogether Inno- 
cent, and after the Revenge, as hath been 
Be is no- k'^' W ^ CD be took apon Aper for that Mur- 
f'ltm'd der, the Army Proclaimed him Emperor. 
Empnor. He accepted the Empire, and the Tribuni- 
tian Power was conferred upon him, on the 
ntb. of the Kalends of May in the Year of 
Rome 1036, and of Chnft, 284. Which Year 
he ordered, by his Sovfiraign Power, to be 
made a Pilbbck t^Era, or Date, from whence 
to Account the following Times. TheChri- 
ftians ufed it as far as to the Reign of Ju/inian. 
Euc upon their fcore, the lame <s£ra is like- 
wife called the tsdsra of the Mattfn t and with 
great Keafon. For from the fir/t Year of the 
hJt Ve- r e- Keign °f Dud'f 1 ™, [ he Perlecution which the 
cute s tkt Chnftians fcfFer'd under him, may very well 
Ccr'iftt- be dated. It is true, his Reign was not lo 
t-is. Unhappy to them, at thefirft, as it was after- 
ward?. But yet no Year fcarce palled, but 
what was defiled with Chriftian Blood : whkh 
was as the droppings of Rain before a violent 
Temped, and as a Prologue to the difmaJ 
Tragedy that followed after. 

Sabmw JuUanut t who had let up for the 
Empire in halj, after the death of Carw, was 
beaten to Vioclefian's hand by Cartnus, and flain 
in the Plains of Verm*. In the next place, Die 
ckfian 



Vol. H. Etiperors Diocletian <W Maximian. 

eltfton having entirely defeated Carinas affo, in 
•Mafia, he then remained the fole .tbrd of ill, 
and was lefc to enjoy trie whole Empire to h;jn- 
felf, without the feaft Competitor. 

One thing is very New and Unexpired, 
which is to be obferved in the beginning of 
this Prince's Reign ; which is, That jie Par- 
doned all Perfons that had been -engaged on 
the fide of either Carinus, or Julidnus., He 
deprived hone of them of their Fortune^ Pis me, 
or Honours. A Clemency, that after a Civil 
War, had not in the Memory of Man been 
known to have been (hewn before- 

He created Maximian Carter, and lent him Maximian 
with an Army into Galfia, to fupprefs the Dif- pacifies 
orders, that were there occafioned by Aman- GauL 
ins and Heliamu, being at the head of a Party 
of Rufticks and Robbers. Maximian difcharged 
himfdf well of this Cotnmiflton. By flight 
Skirmifhes, which he toolc his opportunity to 
make with them, he quieted all things in Gallia, 
without any damage to his Army. The Re- 
volters were frightned with the bare report 
of his march to them. At the fame time, the 
Franks and the Saxons annoyed.the Quarters of 
Belgium and Armorica : againft whom Carau/ittt 
was employed, who repulfed them, and took 
from them a great deal of Riches and good 
Booty; the profit whereof he ingrofled to 
himfelf, without laying it out for the good 
of the Provinces, or returning it, as he ought, 
into the Pubhck Treafury. Therefore Carau- 
pus was -ordered to be feized and put to death. 
But hcelcaped immediately into Great Britain, 
Z ? an4 
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and gathering together there an Army, he re- 
volted, and was declared Emperor. 

There were now many Wars growing to- 
gether upon the hands of Dioeltftan, which he 
knew nor, whether he might be able to fuftain 
alone. The Sarmattans made great iraprefli- 
ons upon Pamtonis, the Ptrfians Uiurped upon 
the Provinces of the Eaft , the AUtmans and 
the Bwrgitmiuau were preparing to break vio- 
lently into Gaits, Caraufiui continued to main- 
tain the Quality of Emperor in Great Britain, 
So DircUfian advanced Maximian from a Caefar, 
to be Emperor in conjunction with him : and 
againft the Sarmatiant he repaired hvPerfon 
himfelf, to whom having made appear the 
Power and Glory of his Arms , he pafled on 
from thence into Armenia, where he brdce the 
Force of the Per/ions, and obliged them to fue 
for a Peace. Maximian in the mean time op- 
pofed the Motions of the Barbarians in Gallia, 
till they even mouldered away of therolelves, 
and were deftroyed by Famine and Peftilence. 
But yet others ot them renewing their Incurfi- 
ons the next Year, and paffing over the Rhim 
opon the Ice into GaDta, Maximian had the ho- 
nour of driving them back to whence they 
came ; and not that only, but he followed them 
over the Rbmeby a Bridge which he erefted.and 
laid Germany wafte as far as to the Fountains 
of the Danube. With the like fuccefs Diocltftan 
being returned out of Armenia, expelled the 
Goths from Thrace^ and fecured the Paflage of 
the River againft them by three Forts, which 
he built. 

Whilft 
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Whilft thefe things parted, AebiSem affumed 
the Purple upon him, at Alexandria in v£gyft » 
and likewife a People called the QMinauegenti- 
am, or a Confederacy of five Cities in Africa t 
were upon the Revolt, and other Wars threat- 
ned from other Parts the Roman Empire. Here- 
upon Dioclefian and Maximian gave a Meeting 
to each other at the City of Milan ; where 
they agieed upon two Pcrfons, whom to cre- 
ate Cafars for their affiftancc ; who were Con- ConfcmttV 
fiantius Cblorut, and Galeriui Maxtmianus. The Ul and 
firft was appointed for the dirc&ion of Gallia Galen'm 
and the recovery of Great Britain, the other Ce- 
for the defence of the Banks of the Ifiber \ f ars ' 
whilft Dioclefian charged himfelf with the Affairs 
of *s£%y?t and the Eaft, and Maximian had the 
care of Italy and of the War of Africa. All 
three reverencing Dioclefian as their common 
Father. 

Purfuant to this Diffribution, Dioclefian re- 
paired to tAEgypt, and there levelled the Cities 
of the Tmbatd to the ground. 

Ccnftantius expelled Carau/ius out of Gallia, 
whither he was then advanced ; but as Caraufitu , 
by flight, arrived again in Great Britain, he was 
killed by one of his own Fnends and chief Offi- 
cers, Alexia, after he had held the Govern- 
ment of that Province almoft (even Years; 
and Akcius fet up himfelf in his ftead. Againft 
whom Confiantius prepared a Fleet in order to 
attack him at once by Sea and Land > affifted 
by AfclepoJetus the Captain of the Guards ; 
who overcoming Akilus, after he had reign'd 
about three Years, that Victory finifhed the 
Z 4 Reduction 
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Redu&icn of the ifland of Great Britain. 

Maxtmian, pa fling with his Forces into Afri- 
ca, eafiiy di ove before him the Quincpiegentiani, 
They fled for fhelter into their inacceflible Faft- 
neffes : but being forced to come to a Battel 
in the next Seafon, he Vanquifh'd them, took 
them Pnlbners, and difpofed of them at his 
difcretion. 

Likewife Galerius obtained a fjgnal Vi&ory, 
in his Divifion, over the Baftarna and the Sar- 
matians\ in which Confiantme, the Son of Con- 

Canttus Cblorus by Helena, fo Nobly fignalized 
is Youth, as to take the Sarmatian General 
Prifoner, and bring him alive to Galerws. 

After this Dtoclefian Commanded Gakriut 
out of Varmcnia into tsEgrpt, and fent him to 
Encounter the Tyrant Acbilltut, who was not 
as yetopprefledtheie. Galerius Engaging and 
overcoming him about Telufium, or Bifvais, A- 
cb'J.'ius fled tor refuge into Alexandria ; but Gale- 
rim followed him and befieged him in Alexan- 
dria ; and obliging that City to furrender to him 
upon difcretion in eight days, by the order of 
DiocUfun it was demolished, and expofed to 
free Plunder, and Acbtlleus was caff to the Wild 
Beafts. 

re- The War of ^AZgjp having detained Dto- 
clefian in thofe Paus no lefs than fix Years, 
Narfes the, King of Per/:a was encouraged in 
the mean time to commence a new War in 
the Eaft, and to rriake his Incuifions into Me- 
fopitamia and Arnttnia. Wherefore Dtoclefian 
fent Galerius away into the Eaft ; who came 
to Anvccb with a good Army, and had the 
better 
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better of Narfei in two Battels. But raflUy 
venturing the fortune of a third, on a time 
when his Force was become much reduced, he 
was fo well beaten, that he loft aknoft entire 
ly all his Men, and with difficulty efatped with 
his own Life. He came to Diockfian^ who 
received him in a manner, which was to let 
him know, that he highly refected his Condu<5t, 
and he was icarce willing to truft him with* 
another Army to give him an opportunity to 
repair his difgrace. However Valerius ob- 
tained the leave to try his Fort&ne once more 
againft Narftt j and this time he gave the Perr 
fians fuch a ropt, that he took the Wife, Si» Tie Peril- 
fters, and Children of Narfes Prifoners, and .«"« totally 
obliged him to a Peace upon the Conditions, routed; 
of returning back to the Romans all the Pro- 
vinces that he had Ufurped from them, and .to : 
take the Tjgris for the Boundary of. the Roman 
Empire. 

Altogether the fame Fortune did Conftantiut 
meet with in theEaft, of being firft: overcome 
by , and then of overcoming the German*. 
They pafled the Rhine upon the Ice, and gave .- 
him fuch a blow on a fudden, that ha fled 
wounded to the next Garrifbn in that precipe - 
tahcy and that danger.that the Gates being (im, 
he was forced to be haled upon the Walls byt ■ 
a Rope : but yet Rallying again prefently, and 
engaging the Enemy with feme frelh Men 
and a frefh Courage, he killed to the number anJ f ''Jf 
of Sixty thoufand of them upon the place. .Rermam 

Thefe great and repeated Vidories elevated > 
the Pride of Qiofikfan to a heiglirh, that n<M 
contented, 
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contented, neither with the Habit which had 
been ufaally worn by the Roman Emperors, nor 
with tbeaccuftomed Reverences that were paid 
them, he decorated his Perfon with Jewels and 
Cloth of Gold; he caufed his Enamell'd Shoes 
to be kifled, and himfelf to be Adored, and to 
be called a God and Lord ; which none of his 
Predeceflbrs had done, fince Caligula and Do- 
m'ttum. 

When he triumph'd in great Pomp at Rome, in 
conjundion mth Maximian, he entitled himfelf 
Jroiut ; and Maximian, Herculim : As if him- 
felf was a fecond Jupiter, and Maximian a fe- 
cond Hercules. He Triumph'd over the Goths, 
Baftsnue, Quadt, Sarmatians, Egyptians and 
Ptrftam : Maximian over the Franks, Aitmans, 
Brttatrts and Maurit anions. And their Triumphal 
Chariot was preceded by the Captive Sifters 
and Children of the King of Per fa. 

This is what hath occurred to me, as to the 
Military part of the Life of Diode pan. For by 
the lofs of the Commentaries of Claudius Eu- 
ftbenius l his Secretary, before mention'd by Vo- 
pifcm i and by the deplorable lofs of other the 
like Originals, it is very vifible, that a great 
many Particulars of both Diocle/san, Maximian % 
Comfiantius and Galerius, are wholly buried in 
Oblivion. 

To proceed therefore, to what remains. 
Thefe two Emperors publiihed an Edift, which 
bears date from Alexandria, the day before the 
Kalends of April, and which is directed to Ju- 
lumus the Proconful of Africa, againft thebafe 
and infamous Se<2, as it calls them, of the 
Manicbtes 
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Man'tcbtts. They order them to be entirely ex- 
tirpated ; the Heads and Chieftains of them, 
together with their abominable Writings, to be 
burnt ; their Followers to be fent to the Mines, 
or other wife punifhed with Death ; arid all their 
Eftates to be confifcated into the Treafury. 

As to the Chriftians, they publifhed an Edift 
in the Year r%6. whereby they forbad any 
Perfbn to be allowed to Buy, or Sell, or Grind, 
or draw Water, who refufed to burn Incenfe 
before the Statues of the Gods. But this Edift the EJia 
touched only, for the prefent, the Chriftians againft 
who lived at Rome. It is not underftood to 'jS*®*"" 
have been en joyned to be obferved over all the J ' ' 
Empires The Fire was kindled by degrees: 
till being continually blown up from the mouths 
of the Gentile Priefts and the Philofophers and 
others, who could not perfwade themftlves to 
forego the Trade of the gainful Sacrifices and 
Idols of the Gentile Religion; and there never 
wanting more and more Fuel to feed the Flame, 
it came at laft to an Univerfal Conflagration. 

The Particulars, it is not for this place to re- 
count. It is fiifficienc to fay, That it was the 
moft Unmerciful, Inhumane, Dire, Outragi- 
ous Scene of Barbarity, that ever the Sun be- 
held ; and fpilt more blood, in a manner, that 
was to the laft degree baft and difhonourable 
to the A&ors, bat glorious to the Sufferers, than 
had been fpilt before in a thoufand Wars. 

A Legion of tbehaan Soldiers, who had been 
employed in Syria againft the Ferfians and Par- 
tbians, and by having been ufed to Winter in 
Falaftine 3 had bpen brought to embrace the 
Chriftian 
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Chriftian Religion, was in the Year 297, Com- 
manded out of the Eaft to ferve und er Maxi- 
rman in Gallia. The Tribune was Mauritius, 
the Standard-bearer Exuperiut, and am ong the 
reft there was one Candidas, a Senator. They 
were a compleat Legion of 6666 Stout Men, 
well appointed. So Maximian, going to meet 
the Enemy, commanded the ufual Sacrifices to 
be offered to the Gods, the whole Army to be 
purged, and all the Soldiers to burn f.ncenfe 5 
which this Legion, being Christians, cemfing, 
they were decimated once: that is, evesry tenth 
Man drawn out and put to death. But this 
could not alter their Principles. They were 
decimated a fecond time: but neither Co, were 
they to be removed from their Religion. Then 
they were furrounded by the Army, and all 
(lain in their own Camp, at a Place called 
Agawmm in GaUis, whither they were retired, 
the diftance of eight Miles from the Camp of 
Maximian » but afluring him , that excufing 
them their Religion, they were always ready 
to return unto his Camp again, and to Ad as 
bravely as any againft the Enemy. 

It was by trie Hands and Labours of the Chri- 
ftian Soldiers, that Maximum raifed thole im- 
raenfe Structures of the Baths of Diockfian at 
Rome, the Baths of his own Name at Carthage ', 
the Palace at Aymlei*, and trie Amphitheatre 
at Vatna: For he condemned them xo any 
the molt iervile Offices. 

As he affifted, upon the fifteenth of the 
KalendS of May in the Year $«o 1 . at the Games 
of 
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of the Cirque, the Populace, who knew very 
well that they could not do any thing to oblige 
him more, cryed, Let the Cbrifitans be cut off: 
and repeated it twelve times. May it pkafe 
your Majefly, let there be no Cbrifiians. They 
repeated this ten times. Therefore Eugenius 
Hermogenianus, the Captain of the Guards, pro- 
pofed the Matter to the Senate; who revolving 
it in the Affirmative, Maximum iffued out his- 
Refcript for their Excifion, dire&ed toVenufii- 
anus, the day before the Kalends of May. 

In the next place , came out the General 
Edi<a of Dioclefian, to Abolifa the Affemblies of 
the Cbrifiians in all f laces wherefoever tbtj were ; 
to raze their Churches to the ground, to burn their 
Scriptures, to (ecure their Ecclefiajticks, to deprive 
them of all Honours, Offices and Liberties, and 
by all the means imaginable to force them to com' 
ply to the Worfhip of the Gods. Infinite Num- 
bers upon this, in all Parts, perifhed. In 
gypt alone 140000 were Martyred, and 703030 
Baniflied. Columns were let up over all the 
Reman Empire in the Names of Dioclefian and 
Maximian, and fometimes Dioclefian and Gale- 
rius, vainly boafting, that they had extinguifh- 
ed the Chriftian Narqe. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, they had propagated it, and confirmed 
it. For the Blood of the Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church ; and the Chriftians far- 
mounted all this with a Virtue, never to be for- 
gotten, never to be. exprefled. 

Dioclefian himfelf lived to know, that his 
Entcrpnze was impracticable. He fell into a 
Melancholy, 



The Lives and Reigm of the Vol. 1/ 

Melancholy, quitted the Purple which other! 
have fo dearly bought, Created Galerius at Ni 
comtdta Emperor in his ftead, and retired fot 
his own part to the City of Salona in T>al- 
, matia : where after a Private Life of 9 Years., 
Diwlefitn ^ e ^ IC( * J *° me ^ ^ c P°^ one( ^ himfelf, and 
the Romans confecrated him a God. He had 
reigned 20 Years, and lived to the Age of 68. 

Maximian, at the perfwafion of Diocle/ian, 
concurred with him in this his laft unprece- 
dented Adion. They both Abdicated the Em- 
pire in a day. hlaximtan created in his ftead 
Conjlantiui Emperor at Milan, and went and 
Maximian lived a Private Life in the Province of Luca- 
and re- nia : till the Romans perfwaded him to rename 
fumes. h; s £),g nU y again, in order to determine a 
great Quarrel that was arifen betwixt Maxmiut 
his Son, and Srvtrus the Kinfman of Galerius.- 
Maximum endeavour'd in like manner to have 
perfwaded Diockfian to have relumed his for- 
mer Dignity again alfo. But Dioclefian detefted 
it, and faid , I wijh yen could fee my Gardens, 
that I have Planted with my own band at Salona : 
you Muld never have thought this a thing to be 
prcpojed to me. However Maximian put him- 
leif at the Head of an Army, and went to the 
Siege of Ravenna; and getting Stverus, by 
Treachery , within his Power, he flew him ; 
whole Body was interred afterwards in the 
Sepulchre of Gallienus upon the Affian Way, 
9 Miles fi om Rime. Quitting the Army, when 
this Work was done, becaule he was not over- 
welcome to Command it longer, he vilited 
Dioclefian at Salcna, and then went into Gallia, 
where 
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where he matched his Daughter Faufta unto 

the Emperor Confiantine, the Son of Conftantius 

by Helena, who had fucceeded to the Powers 

of his Father. But yet as he was at Trews, it 

was found, that he pra&ifed his Arts upon the 

Soldiers, with a defign, if he could, to expel 

Conftantine and poflefs »himfelf of the Empire 

a- new. Conftantine was advertifed of it by 

tanfia ; and purfuing him as far as to Marfeillei, 

he befieged him, took him, and ordered him 

to be Strangled, and his Body was interred at HgDeati 

Milan. He had reigned 18 Years, and lived 

to the Age of 60, 

He was born at Sirmijh in Sclavenia, of 
mean Parents. His Wife was Eutrcpia, a Syrian 
Woman, by whom he had Iflue Maxentiut and 
Faufta. He was a very Rough, Stern, and Bar- 
barian like Man : but a great Soldier, and a 
faithful Friend to Diockpa*, and one that had 
been his old Companion in Arms. And he 
was Incontinent, and Treacherous. 
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THERE is the lels to be fpoken of 
thefe two Princes in this place, be- 
caufe a great part of their A<ftions 
hath been reprelented already in the Account 
of the Emperors fore- going, under whom they 
ferved, and who advanced them fucceffively 
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to the Dignity firft of Caefars, and then of 
Emperors. 

I Therefore I mall only here take notice, that 
I at the fame time that they were created Caefars, 
1 they were obliged to put away their Wives, to 
whom they were already married; and to re- 
marry, for a Tye of Affinity, into the Fami- 
lies of Dieclefian and Maxtmtan. Qonfiantius 
difmifled hiralelf from Helena, by whpm he 
had had Conftantint , who was afterwards the 
Emperor Confiantine the Great ; and he re- 
married to Tbeodtra, who was Daughter-in- 
Law to Maximian. In like manner Galcrius 
re-married *> Valeria, who was the Daughter 
of Diocltfian, but (he did not live long with 
him i and to confecrate her Memory to futu- 
rity after her Dea.th, her Facher impofed her 
Name on a part of Tannonia, which he called 
the Province of Valeria ; and alio he gave her 
Name to a City flouted upon the Banks of 
the Danube. 

Confiantius was the Son of a Daughter of 
Crifpu, who was the Brother of the Emperor 
Claudius. He was created the Caelar, proper- 
ly to Maximian, to whom he fucceeded in 
the Government of the Wtfi ; and Gtkrius 
was the Caefar properly to Diaclefian, to whom 
hd lucceeded in the Empire of the Eafi. But 
as Omftanttus was a Prince endowed with all 
the fine and good Qualities in the World, it is 
certain that he neither when he was a Czfar, 
nor when Emperor, dipped his Hands in the 
Blood of the Chriftians, which all the other 
Three laboured to fpill with fo much greedi- 
A a nek 
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nets. He could not indeed contradict the E- 
dicb of thole about them, but yet he mode- 
rated the matter in their Favour as much a; 
poffible, and the Deffru&ion was always the 
le(s where he came. Gahrius, one day, urging 
him on to be as violent upon it as his Brethren; 
he publilhed an Order for all Perfons to de- 
part his Court, who would not fecrifice. But 
fuch Chriftians, as for fear, and the advan 
tage of flaying in his Court, complied, he 
blamed and turned out of it ; and fuch as 
had chofen rather to depart; than Sacrifice, he 
re called and retained them, faying; He could 
not doubt of thtir Fidelity to bim i ^bo were fa 
True te God. 

There is this other Paflage, that fliews the 
Goodnels of Conjfantius, not to be omitted. Dio- 
cltfian had blamed very much his Negligence, 
and reproached him with being a poor Prince, 
becauie he had no Money in his Treafury. Con- 
ftantius delired the Envoys, who had brought 
him that Meffage, only to ftay a little, and 
they mould lee more of this matter. In the 
mean time, he iigrufied his defire to all his 
States, tofurnilh him with Money. They fil- 
led his Coffers immediately, and with a Zeal, 
in which every one had an emulation to. excel. 
Then mewing to the Envoy of Dtockfian his 
Riches, he faid, His Subjeils Money was all at 
his Dtvttwn • but be vevtr thought it fffer, than 
when they were the Keeftri of bis Trcajury. 

Gakriut was by his Birth a Dacian of mean 
Parentage. He was called Armentarm, be- 
caufe 
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icaufe at the firft in his Youth, he was but & 
I Keeper of Cattel. His Mother's Name was 
I Rowta, from which he took an occafion to 
Call the place of his Birth Romulianus, and he 
pretended to fay, that his Mother when (he 
conceived of him, was impregnated by a Dra- 
gon. He was .of a tyrannical Difpofition, 
and much addi&ed to the Magieks. He was 
particularly bloody upon the Chriftians of" Ni. 
comedia. But coming to die by a Difeafe 
which confumed his Secret Parts, and rotted 
1 out his Eyes, and parted his Flelh from his 
Bones, he was fo fenfible of the Hand of God 
in it, that he countermanded the Perfecurion, 
and begged the Prayers of the Chriftians unto 
God for him. 

Whilft the moderate Conftantius contented 
himlelf with the Adminiftration of no more 
than Gallia, Spain and Great Britain, Galerius 
thought fie to create two Caefars, the one tcf 
prelide over Italy, the other to go into the 
Eajf, who were his two Sifter's Sons, Flavins 
Valerius Several, and Galerius Maximin. In 
which Promotion, pretermitting Conftantine the 
Son of Con(l annus by Helena, who had all along 
ferved undei him ; and Canftantim together with 
his Refentments of that, fufpeding a Defign 
againft his Perfbn, he made his efcape from 
him, and fled into Great Britain to his Father, 
who was arrived there out of Gallia, in order 
to make War upon the Caledonians and the 
hih. His Father with Joy embraced him, 
and by the Conlent of all the Forces appoin- 
ted and declared him his Succ'eilor ; and pre- 
A a a fently 
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fendy after that, his- Father dying at the Gity 
of itrk the Eighth of the Kalends of Augufl 
in the Year Three Hundred and Six ; thee 
commenced the Reign of the Emperor Cm 

ft ant me the Great. 

Ccmftanttms was Emperor not much above 
one Year, GaUrius reigned about fix; and botli 
had been before thirteen years Cxfars. They 
finifhed the vaft Struaure of the Baths of Dio- 
tltfiat, which was a Work fronvthe beginning 
of feven years. Gakriui did a great deal ol 
good to the Province of Pa*»tmia s by cutting 
down the Woods, and converting them into 
Fields, and by opening a Mouth for the Lake 
Felfo, to fall into the Danube. He created 
Lictnius Emperor in Gon junction with him, 
towards the end of his Reign, and fet him o- 
ver iS/ricum and Thrace ; being one who was 
his Country man, a Dacian, and who had fig- 
nalized himfelf well under him in the Wars 
of Perfia. And then GaUcrius died in the man- 
ner which hath been faid, in the Year three 
hundred and eleven. 
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Ann.Cbrifti, 

96 J"^ Omitian kill' J, Sept. 18. 

NERVA. 

97 f>Onfpiracy of Calphurnius Craflus «- 

Adoftetb Trajan. 

98 £>»«,Jan.i7. . 

TRAJAN. 

100 f T^HE Dacian War of five Tearr, 

103 X His Bridge over the Danube. 

1 04 Arabia reduced by Pal mas. 

105 Decebalus the King cfDacia kiSi bimfelf. 

A a 4 »07 Death 



CHRONOLOGY. 

A.C. 

icy Death tf Licinius Suras. 
ioS Tbe Parthian Expedition. 

111 Depfition 0/ Parthamafyris /row the^Crown 

of Armenia. 

1 1 2 Armenia, Niefopotamia, Aflyria conquered; 

1 1 4 Rebellion of tbe Jews. 

Ibe Forum and Column cfTrajan fijvfhed. ^ 

115 Earthquake at Antioch.* jCv5e»*>«w^^ 
i r 6 Trajan'/ Voyage on the Red-Sea. 

Revolt cf hu Ccnquefis. 
! 1 7 /Jdoptctb Hadrian. 
Dta, Aug 10. 

HADRIAN. 

118 Q Alma?, Celfus, and others Med. 

119 - He relinquishes tbe Cenquefts of Trajan.' 
7 ii Acrianople built. 

: : 5 Expedition :nto Great Britain. 

125 Athens initiated tn tbe Eieufinian Afy- 

/hriei. ^ 
1 2 6 P^eri Afi ica. 
117 y:jr<jin x'^ff.'A Athens. 
:i9 £rif. : i a Temb to hu Horf:. 

1 , i Death cf Annnous. 

134 Sepulchrum Hadrian* ww//. 

156 Adoftetb ./Elms Verus. 

i;7 JE'ius Vsrus dies. 

\ }B Hadrian adoptetb Antoninus Pius. 
J?»«,JuIy 10. 
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ANTONINUS PIUS. 

A.C. 

HS^A Dopttth Marcus Antoninus, Feh.if. 
j4VjLXRepairstbePons Sublicius at Rome. 
Death of bis Wife Fauftina< 

144 Britaihs reduced by Lollius Urbicus. 

145 72* Moors, Germans, Dacians, and Alans 

reduced. 

»47 Matches bis Daughter to MarcufcAnroninns. 
Apollonius the Fhtlofopher of Ghalcis invi- 
ted to Rome. 
1 5* An Inundation of the Tyber. 
1 56 Attilius Titianus profcrihed. 
161 Death, March 6. 

Marcus Antoninus the Vhihfophcr. 

16 1 A Sfotiates Verus to bin* in the Empire. 

jLX. The Parthian War of five Tears, 
I £3 Agricola fent into Great Britain. 
166 Gommodus declared Cdfar, Oftob.:2. 

1 68 A great Feftilence; 

169 The Marcomannick War. 
Death of Verus. 

1 74 Vtttory over the Quadi and Marcomanni. 

175 The Revolt c/'Gaffius. 

i-/6 M.Anton, pajfeth to Athens. 

177 Triumphs: > 
Commodus declared ha Ajfociate in the Em- 
pire, November 37. 

178 Matches Gommodus to Crifpina, 
iBo Death. March i<5. 

COxM- 
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COM MODUS. 

AX. 

• 1 80 p T*Rriumpbt. &. 
i8r X The Mtniftry tf Perennis. |* 
18 j The Britains reduced by Ulpius Marcelius. 

184 Attempt of Poffipeianus againft the Life of 

Commodus. 
Lucilla, Sifter to Commodus put to death, 

185 The Bat hi of Gommodus huilt. 

186 PerenAis killed. 

187 The Miniftrj of Gleandcr. 
190 Gleander killed. 

Commodus putttth his own Head upon the 
Colefs of the Sun, 
192 Aftetb Hercules. 
Death. 

PERTINAX. 
116 J>ORN. 

\6-j DDefeatetbtbe Germans under the Reign 

of M. Antoninus. 
\9l His Death, March a8. 

DIDIUS JULIANUS. 
19; T~\Epofcd and killed, June — 



S E V E R U S. 

ip4 "T\ E f eats fl a J> Pefcennius Niger. 
196 LJ VtSories in tbe Eaft. 

Declares GaracaJla Cafar, June 1. 

198 Over- 
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AC. 

198 Overcomes and kills Albimis. 

Declares Caracalla Emperor with him, and 
Geta Cafar. 
200 His Expedition againft Parthia. 

202 EdtH'as to the Cbriftians and Jews. . 

203 Marrietb Caracalla fa Plautifla. 
Triumphs. 

205 Plaucianus killed. 

208 Expedition into Great Britain. ■' 1 ; 
no Ha Wall there built' 
21 1 Death. Febr. 4. 

CARACALLA. 

112 pETA killed, Febr: 5. 

VJ Papinian. 
213 H*r Journey into Gallia. 
114 Bonifies the Senate from Rome. 

215 Marries his Mother-in- Law. 

216 Commits a vafr Slaughter in Alexandria. 
417 His Death, April 8, 

OPILIUS MACRINUS. 

COncludeth a Peace with the Parthians. 
Overcome, and killed, 

HELIOGABALUS. 

2 1 9 A Rrives at Rome. 

221 X\. Adopteth Alexander Serous. 

222 D<<jf&, March 6. 

ALEX- 
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ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 
A.C. 

MMfirj »/ Ulpian under him. 
Fmtftta the Baths Gommodus and 
Caracalla: 
116 Ulpian, ktlled. 
a;o ExpeJaim againft Artaxerxes. 
2ji Taurinas executed. 
a; 3 Cdfiiers a Legitn. 
154 Triumph, Sept. 2$. 
ijj His Death, March 18. 
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Ann. Chrifti, 

* 3 5 TV l\ Aximin layt wafte Germany. 

236 IVl The Gordiani fet up in Africa. 

237 Maximus and Balbinus fet up by the Senate. 
Siege of Aquileia. 

Death of the Maximin* 
33$ The Death of Maximus and Balbinus. 

240 Revolt of Sabinianus againfi Gordianus 

the Third. 

241 The Marriage of Gordianus the Third. 

242 His Expedition into the Eaft. 
24; Death of Myfitheus. 

144 Gordianus the Third, Dtpofed and Killed, • 
a 50 The Philips Overcome and Slain. 
251 Valerian EleftedCenfor, O&ob. *7. 

Death 



CHRONOLOGY. 

A. C. 

Death of the Decii. 
2p of Gallus and Volufianus. 

<?/" /Emifian. • 

iJ4 Valerian Affociates Gallienus -with him in 
the Empire. 

~ 259 Vaierian taken Pri finer by the Perfians. 

^ Rev °k' 6 f Macrianus, Ingenuus. 
"J 1 > Balifta, Valens, Pifo, and others of 

16; Odenatus Abfolute m the Eajl. 

26+ Expedition of Gallienus againfi Pofthu- 

- mius. - . - - . - n« , ■ ' 

16 { Death of Odenatus. 
26b of Gallienus, March 21. 

The Goths, and other Barbarians lay wajl 
the Roman Empire. 

Expedition of Claudius agamjltbm. 

270 Death of Claudius, Feb. 5. : 
— of his Brother. 

271 The Libri Sybillini Conjulted by the order 

if Aurehaa. 
2 ;; Z-nobia taken Frifoner by Aurclian. 
Tetricus [urrenders to htm. 

274 Aur elia n Triumphs. 

275 His Death, Jan. 29. 

Tacitus Eletled by the Senate, after an In- 
ter-re^numof fix Months, Sept.15. 
t'5 His Death, Apr. 13. 

Death of Fiorianus. 
- - - Expedition of Piobys into Gallia. 

2 8 agam/l- the Almains. 

2b 1 Revolt of Sacurninus. 

2I2. Rifelti 
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A. C. , 

281 Revelti of Proculus and Bonofus. 

Death of Probus, Nov. 3. 
184. gpwfA of Cams and NumerianuK 

*Succefion of Dioclefian. 
285 Carinus Defeated and Slain. 

Maximian Created Casfar, and fm into 
Gallia. 
x%6 Revolt of Caraufius. 

Maximian Created Emperor. 

Ediil againfi the Chrifiians. 
2-7 Expedition of Dioclefian into Armenia; 

Edict againfi the Manichees. 
288 Germany laid waft by Maximian. 

The Goths Repulfedby Diodefian. 

Revelti of Achilleus and the Quinquegen- 
tiani. — 

290 Dioclefian and Maximian meet at Milan. 
191 Conftantius and Galenus Created Gaefars. 

291 Dioclefian in Egypt. 
Caraufius Killed. 
Revolt of Ale&us. 

2^3 Victory of Galerius wPannonia. 

194 Defeat of Achilleus. 

295 Great Britain recovered to the Empire. 

The Quinquegentiani reduced. 
ip6 Galerius defeated by the Perfians. 
397 Regains his Honour. 

As likewtfe Conftantius. 

The Thebxan Legion Majfacred. 
298 Dioclefian Ado^-.d. 

— ; His Baths begun upon. 

301 Dioclefian and Maximian Triumph. 

Refcript of Mi/.imian agamjt the Chrifiians. 

302 Edtct 
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A.C. 

5 oi Ed& of Dioclehan againfl the Cbrifiiam. 
304 Diocletian and Maximian Abdicate the 

Empire. jk; 
I06 Death of Gonftantius in Great Bnrsft. 

Severus and Maximin Created Ga*fars. 
307 Maximian tales and flap Seyerus. 

The Marriage of Conftantine and Faufta. 
%09 Death of Maximian. 
;io Licinius Created Emperor. 
3 r 1 Death of Galenas: 
31; Deat b of Dioclefian. 
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Aurtlian\ his Extraction, 197. Perfonage, 2 00 
Exploits being a private Man, ibid. Difci 
plme,ioi. Honour done to him, 2 c?. A 
doption, in: Declared Emperor, 113 
His Marctmannick War, 2 14. Extreme Seve 
rity,i!8. Severity and Mercy, 2 io. Con 
quefts, 221, 123,229,230. Triumph, 231 
Death, 234. Publick Managements, 233 
157. Gharader, 235, 244 Munificence 

Attreltus ApoBtnarit, 328. 
Attrtolus i 1 to, Hi, 145, 1S0. 
Ausburgh, 234, 
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BAlhinm\ his Charader,8i. Declared Em- 
peror,/*/*/. Jealoufie, 88. Death, 89. 
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Cannus \ his Enormous Vices and Luxury, 3 ;2, 
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Terjian Expedition, 325. Death, Vi- 
ctories, 327. Games, 335. 
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Carthage, $48. Cafftus Longims, -228. 

.Cecropius^i^. Cel/us, t6$. 

Cenforinut } i7h Cbrifiians, 308. 

Cbriftian BifhopTand Presbyters, 308. 

Cicero, $8. Circe fum, * 2. 

Claudius ; his Elevation to the Fmpire,ii4,i2$. 
Elogium, 176. Honours done to him, ; 78, 
17?, 15*4. Vi&ories, over Aureolus, 5 80. The 
Barbarians, 1 8 1 , 1 8i, 1 84. His Death, 1 87. 
Family, 188. The Opinion of lereral Em- 
perors of him, 189. 

Claudius Euflhenius, 

Conftantine, 344,351. 

Cenjlantinople, 115, i t 6. 

Cenfiantius ; his Defcent, 1 14. Prefidentmip of 
Dalmatia, 334. Created Cxfar, 3 3 4, 343 • 
Reduces Great Britain, 343. Exploits with 
the Germans, 345. Created Emperor, 550. 

CoptosjZyi. Corneliut Tacitus^ x<5a, 

Cqyners,2s6. Crifpinus, 23. 

Cr//>«/, 1 88. Ctejipbm, 1 19, 3 26. 

C«r;«; Fertunatianus, 79. 

Cyriades, 13 a. 

D. 

JL/ Dexippus, 124. Dm»«, i 14. 

Diocleftan; his Charaderby r<>;i/cjw, 319. Kills 
Aper,%%o. Reign fore-told, Great Ex- 
preffions, 24?, 33$. Name and mean On-*" 
ginal, 339. Proclaimed Emperor, 319,340. 
Clemency, 541. Creates Maximian Oelar 
and Emperor, j4i. Pride, 346. Triumph, 
B b 1 346. 
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BOOKS Printed for, and Boldly Charles 
Harper at the Flower-de-luce, over-againft 
St. Dan&an's-Church in Fleet-ftreet. 

TH E Life of our Blefled Lord and Saviour 
JelusGhrift. An Heroic Poem : Dedica- 
ted to Her moft Sacred Majefty, in Ten Books. 
Attempted by Samuel Wejley^ M. A. each Book 
illuftrated by neceflary Notes, explaining all 
the more difficult Matters in the whole Hi- 
ftory : Alio a Prefaratory Difcourfe concer- 
ning Heroic Poetry. The Second Edition re- 
viled by the Author, and improved with the 
Addition of a large Map of the Holy-Land ; 
and a Table of the Principal Matters ; with 
Sixty Copper-Pktc?, by the celebrated Hand of 
W. Faithorne. Folio. 

The Second and Third Parts of the Works 
of Mr. Abraham Cowley. The Second con- 
taining what was written and publiflied by 
himfeif in his younger Years, re printed toge- 
ther : The Sixth Edicion. The Third Part con- 
taining his Six Books of Plants, viz,, the Firft 
and Second of Herbs, the Third and Fourth of 
Flowers, the Fifth and Sixth of Trees ; now 
made Englifh by feveral Hands, with neceflary 
Tables to both Parts, and divers Poems in praile 
of the Author. Folio. 

Refolves ; Divine, Moral, Political. With 
feveral New Additions in Prole and Verfe, In 
this 



this Eleventh Edition, References are made tc 
the Poetical Citations heretofore much wanted 
By Oven FeBtbam Efq;. Folio. Price 12 s. 

The Works of the Famous Nicholas Macbival, 
Citizen and Secretary of Florence. Newly and 
faithfully Tranflated into Enghfh. Fol. Price 1 5 /. 

The Whole Duty of Man, according to the 
Law of Nature, by that Famous Civilian Sa- 
mmel FuffenJarf ; now made Engli(h. OcJsvo. 
Price is. 6d. 

Dr.fMIus PraAice of Phyficfc, being the 
whole Works of that Famous Phyfician ; ren- 
dred into Englifli; fecond Edition, with Forty 
Copper- Plates. Folu. 

The Hiftorical and Mifcellaneous Traces of 
the Reverend and Learned Pff<r Heylin t D. D. 
now oolle&ed into one Volume. And an Ac- 
count of the Life of the Author, never before 
publiflaed. Folio. 

The Religion of Proteftants, a Safe way to 
Salvation ; with a Difcourfe of the Apoftolical 
Inftitutkm of Epifcopacy. By W. Chilling- 
worth, M. A. To which in this Edition, is ad- 
ded his Letter, mewing the Reafbn why he left 
Popery. Folio. 

The Hiftory of Q. Elizabeth, by W. Camhden, 
Kiogat Airm. Fourth Edition. Folio. 

An Impartial Collection of the great Affairs 
of State, from the beginning of the Scotch Re- 
bellion in the Year 1639. to the Murder of 
King CharUt the Firft. Foho. In two Vol. By 
Dr.Nalfon. 

Dngdales Monafticon Anglicanum. Folio. 
In three Volumes. 

The 



The Hiftory of King Edward If. King of 
England, and Lord of Inland. Folio. 
• Draw's Fja&ice of Phyfick. 03am. With 
his Trcatife of the Plague. Price is. 

Bilhop Ujher's Power of the Prince, and the 
Obedience rcquir'd of the Subject, with a large 
Preface, by Bifhop Sanderfon. O&avo. 

Animadvert, on a Book Entitled, The Theory 
rftbe Earth. By Herbert Lord Biihop of Hereford. 

A Treadle of Moral and intellectual Virtues, 
wherein their Nature is fully explained, and 
their Ufefulnefs proved. By J. Hartdiff, B. D. 
Price 4s. 

Contemplations Moral and Divine, in two 
Parts. By Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, JateCfuef 
jufticeof the KingVBench. Oftav. Price 5/. 

A Voyage to Suratt, in the Year 1 689. giving 
a large Account of that Gity, and its Inhabitants, 
and of the Englifb Fadory there; Likewifea 
Defcxiption ot Madera, St Jago, Amubon, JQa- 
benda, and Malemba (on the Coaftof Africa} 
St. Helena, Johanna, Bombay, the City of Mtt- 
fcatt, and its Inhabitants in Arabia Felix, 
Mocha, and other Maritim Towns on thelto/- 
Sea, the Cape of good Hope, and the Jffand afA- 
fetnfion. By J.Ovington,M.A, Chaplaw to 
HisMajefty. OZtav. Price 6 s. 

A plain Method ofChriftian Devotion,* laid 
ddwn in Difcourfes, Meditation?, and Prayers, 
fitted to the various Occafions of a Religious 
Life : Tranflated and Reviled from the French 
of Monueur Jnrieu, the two and twentieth E- 
dition, with a Preface. By W.Fleetwtod,Ou^ 
lain in ordinary to his Majefty. trice a /. 6 4. 



L A W^B 0 O K S. 

THE Reports of Sir TejtmVentris, Knighl 
late one of the Juftices of the Common 
Fleas, in Two Parts. The firft containing fe 
led Cafes adjudged in the King's- Bench, in th 
Reing of K. Cbarlet ll The 'Second Pari 
containing Choice Cafes, adjudged in the Com 
mm-Vleas, in the Reign of K. Charles ll. an 
K. James ll. and in the three firft Years of h: 
now Majefty K. William and the late Q. Mar) 
while he was a Judge in the faid Court, wit 
the Pleadings to the fame : with the Allow 
ance and Approbation of the Lord-Keepe 
and all the Judges. % Vol.in Fol. Price i /. t 10 j 
The Second Part of Modern Reports, be 
ing a Collection of feveral fpecial Gales, rhof 
of them adjudged in the Court of Common 
"Pleat in the 26,17, 18, 10, and 30. Years 0 
the Reign of KingC£«r/riII. when Sir Fram 
North was Chief Juftice of the faid Couit 
to which are added feveral fele& Cafes in th< 
Courts of Chancery, Kings-Bench, and Exche 
quer • Carefully Collected by a learned Hand 
Printed 1 6?8. Price 1 2 

The Lord Coke's Reports in Englifi. Folic- 
Judge Crook's Reports in 3 Vol. the Third 
Edition, with References to all the late Re- 
ports. Foho. 

The Lord Coke's Commentary on Littleton, 
Folio. 

—His Commentary on Magna Chart a. Folio, 
— His Pleas of the Crown, or the Third 

Part of the Inftitutes. Folio. 
—His Jurifdi&ion of Courts, or Fourth 

Part of the Inftitutes. -t-His 



^-His Eleven Reports in French. Folio. 

Buljlrodes Reports,with New Referen. Folio. 

Leonard's Reports in Four Parts, with New 
References. Folio. 

The Year-Books in ioVol. the laft Edit! 
with New Not. and Tables to them all. Folio. 

The Reports of the Lord-Keeper Littleton, 
in the time of King Charles I. Folio. 

The Reports of the Learned Judge, Sir Henry 
Hobart, the Fourth Edition corrected and a- 
mended. Folto. 

Reports in the Court of Kings-Bench at Weft- 
minfier, from the ntb. to the ioth. Year of 
King Charles 11 by f of. Keble of Grays- Inn, Efq; 
in Three Vol. Folio. 

Ktlwafs Reports with New References to 
all the late Reports. Folio. 

Reports of feveral efpecial Cafes in the 
Court of Common-Pleat, by S.Carter of the 
Inner Temple, Efq; Folio. 

An Affiftance to Jufticesof the Peace,for the 
eafier Performance of their Duty, the Firft Part 
containing the particular Claufes of all fuch 
Statutes from Magna Cbarta, until the firft of 
King James II. that do any ways concern a Ju- 
ftice of Peace ; in the other Part, the whole 
Office of a Juftice of Peace is methodically di- 

tefted, with the moft approved Prefidents un- 
er proper Heads, to which is now added a 
Table for the ready finding out the Prefidents, 
with a large Table of the matters never before 
Printed : By Jof. Ktble of Grajs-Im, Efq. 

An'exaa Abridgment of the Records in the 
Tower of London, being of great Ufe for all 
that are concerned in Parliamentary Affairs, 
and 



snd Profeflbrs of the Laws of this Realm, Col: 
Jetfed by Sir Rob. Cotton, Kt.and Baronet. Folio. 

An exaft Abridgment of the Statutes of 
K. Wdham in&Q±Marj, and of K. WtlliamUl. 
in Force and Ufe. Begun by Jo. Washington o£ 
the- Middle Temple, Efq; and fince his* Death 
Revifed and continued to the End of the iaft 
Seffionof Pari. Af.vj. 1696. Price 4 s. 

The Scrivener s Gmde , Being choice and ap- 
proved Forms of Precedents, of all forts of 
Buiineis now in Ule and Practice, in' a much 
better method than any yet printed ; being ufe- 
ful for all Gentlemen, but chiefly for thofe 
who practice the Law. Offavo. Price 5 s. 

Styles s Practical Regifter.begun in the Reign 
of TL.Cbarles 1. confirming of Rules, Orders, and 
principal Obfervations concerning the Practice 
of the Co«»non-Law in the Courts of Weftmn. 
particularly the Ktngt-Btncb, as Well in matters 
Criminal as Civil ; carefully continued down to 
this time, The Third Edition. Oil. Price 6 s. 

An exact Abridgment of all the Statutes in 
Form and Ufe from the beinning of Magna 
Cearta ; begun by Edm. Wing ate, and fince con- 
tinued.by J. Washington to the Year 1*89. In 
this Imprelfion many hundred of falfe Refe- 
rences are corrected. Price 7 s. 

Two Dialogues in English between a Doctor 
of Divinity , and a Student of die Laws of 
England, of the Grounds of the (aid Laws 4 e£v. 
Price n. 6d. 

The new Natur* Brcvium of the moft Re- 
verend judge Mr. Ant bonj < Fitz,- Herbert, Cot- 
rsded and Revifed. Price 6i» 



